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This procedure excited great enthusiasm at the time of its 
promulgation, and secured the sanction of the Faculty of 
Medicine of Paris; a medal and pension were awarded to 
* M. Sigault, based upon partial success in one case* and his 
patient wa3 also granted a pension. Symphyseotomy, how- 
ever, has no advocates at the present day ; and M. Sigault 
And his patient, so far as we know, are the only beneficiaries 
of the operation. 

The idea that dislocation of the symphysis pubis some- 
times occured during parturition in the human female was 
based, no doubt, upon the well known fac^t in natural history, 
that such an event always takes place in some of the inferior 
animals. Some quadrupeds cannot long maintain the stand- 
ing position during the last days of utero-gestation, in conse- 
quence of a relaxation of the joints of the pelvis, and in the 
guinea-pig, the symphysis pubis, at the time of labor, is wide- 
ly separated to admit of the passage of the young. 

That this relaxation and softening of the tissues of the 
pelvic articulations in the human female are events of rather 
frequent occurrence, any medical man may satisfy himself 
by investigating the condition of the pregnant women under 
his charge. ( 

Many of them, to use their own quaint language, are 
“ perfectly helpless walking on a level surface is performed 
well enough, but if the surface be rough and uneven, or if the 
effort be to ascend a flight of stairs, then the difficulty is 
very considerable.* The explanation of this condition is ap- 
parent: the pelvis is loosely connected with the vertebral 
column and the lower extremities with the; pelvis in conse- 
quence of the softening of their ligaments and cartilages. ' 

The symphysis pubis belongs to the class of joints called 
amphiarthrodial, which admit of a limited degree of gliding 
or swinging motion, and is formed of four ligaments and an 
interarticular fibro-cartilage, consisting of two oval shaped 

* A ladv under our care at tbe present time, who is otherwise well and 
com ortable, cannot get into bed, or change the position of her body in bed, 
Without assistance. 
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plates, one covering the articular surface of each pubic bone. 

This fibro-cartilage unites the two surfaces of the pubic 
bones in the same manner as the inter vertebral substance 
connects the bodies of the vertebrae, and a synovial mem- 
brane is sometimes found in the upper and posterior half of 
the articulation. This articulation sometimes becomes move- 
abel towards the latter term of pregnancy, and admits of k 
slight degree of separation of its surfaces. (Wilson’s Anat- 
omy, page 150.) 

“By some admirable contrivance, the mobility of the in- 
trinsic articulations of the pelvis is considerably increased 
daring the latter periods of pregnancy, so that the coccyx 
may be pressed backward, causing an increase of five or six 
lines in the antero-posterior diameter of the outlet; while the 
symphysis pubis becomes susceptible of a slight separation, 
which increases (in a very slight degree, it is true, but suffi- 
ciently to merit notice) the dimensions of the brim of this 
cavity. This mobility, which is especially remarkable in a 
narrow pelvis, favors the process of labor in a singular de- 
gree.” (Cruveilhier’s Anatomy, page 159.) 

“In progression, the whole pelvis receives the concussions, 
when they proceed from above or from below. lienee the 
ossa pubis are united by an intervening elastic fibro carti- 
lage; and any disturbance of this joint during pregnancy, 
or in the act of parturition, occasions great difficulty to the 
patient in walking, or even in maintaining the erect posture.” 
(Todd & Bowman’s Physiological Anatomy, page 140.) 

It is thus seen that softening of the structures of the pelvic 
joints results, probably as a rule, from the pregnant condition 
in woman, according to our best anatomical and physiologi- 
cal authorities, and that this process of softening may exist 
to such an extent as to result in separation of the pubic 
bones at the symphysis, and sometimes, though rarely, in dis- 
location of the sacroiliac articulation. The following cases 
are adduced as examples of dislocation at the symphysis 
pubis : I was consulted about two months ago by a gentle- 
man in regard to the condition of his wife from whom the 
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following history of the case was elicited : She was 30 years 
old, of the lymphatic temperament — married at 19, and was 
now in the seventh or eighth month of her sixth pregnancy. 

After the fifth month, a sense of soreness, weakness, and 
pain was felt in the region of the symphysis pubis, accom- 
panied by difficulty in walking, especially upon a rough or 
uneven surface, or in ascending stair steps, or turning the 
body in bed. These difficulties increased with the advance 
of pregnancy, and a grating sound could be heard from the 
region of the pubis, not only by the patient, but by any one 
in her vicinity, whenever such movements of the body or 
lower extremities were made as would tend to move the 
pubic bones on each other at the symphysis. This displace- 
ment of the bones was attended with considerable pain in 
the pubic region and a $ense of weakness approaching to 
syncope. Toward the termination of the term of utero-ges- 
tation, the function of locomotion was performed with so 
much pain and difficulty, that the patient was confined, most 
of the time, to the sitting or recumbent position. This diffi- 
culty in walking under such circumstances is easily under- 
stood. When one foot is raised, the weight of the whole 
body rests for the time being on the other, which, through 
the head of the femur in the acetabulum, presses up the 
corresponding side of the pelvis, and in this way produces 
the displacement, friction, and grating at the symphysis. 
This difficulty existed in the last three of her five former 
pregnancies, commencing three months before their termina- 
tion, and although her labors were natural and easy, her 
convalescence was slow and troublesome. 

Rest in the recumbent posture for two months after deliv- 
ery seemed to restore the integrity of the joint, and she 
suffered no more inconvenience from it. Her labor in the 
present instance was marked by nothing unusual, and termi- 
nated to my entire satisfaction. She is now (February, 1867) 
passing through her convalescence with rather more comfort 
than usual, in consequence of a broad stout bandage applied 
round the hips. I attempted to examine the symphysis du- 
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rii(g the progress of the labor, with a view, if possible, to 
detect the dislocation, bat the manipulation was attended 
with so nxnoh pain that nothing satisfactory was determined. 

The lady and her husband are intelligent and reliable 
people, and I have, therefore, no donbt whatever of the cor- 
rectness of their impressions and statements as to the facst 
of this case. 

Dr. R. J . Massey, of the Drnghonse of Massey, Swanson 
k Co., of this city, has kindly placed at my disposal the 
following' history of cases that have come under his observa- 
tion. • I ought, perhaps, Xo state that the subject of his first 
case is the sister of the lady whose case has just been given, 
and that he considers the pubic joint as still imperfect, in 
which opinion, from my knowledge of the case, I fully con- 
cnr. 

“ Mrs. — — , aged 19, somewhat strumous in her habit, 
was confined with her first child, on the 15th of July, 1852. 
Parturition was natural, but exceedingly protracted, 
even for a primipara. The passage of the head through 
the lower strait lasted eight or ten hours. The child was 
lsige, and weighed 10J lbs. On the next day a partial sep- 
aration of the ossa pubis at the symphysis was discovered 
by changing her from the dorsal posture to the left side. 
Bus was plainly perceptible to the touch, but no distinct 
crepitation could be heard. Rest and recumbent posture 
won achieved partial restoration. At the next confinement, 
eighteen months afterwards, there was ho separation. The 
child, however, at this time, was small, weighing only seven 
tad a half pounds. 

At the next confinement, four years afterwards, there was 
the same condition of affairs as at the first. Rest in the 
tecumbent poettxre for two months restored the symphysis 
to partial integrity, and an exemption from further ohild- 
heering prevents the lady from suffering much inconveni- 
®ce or pain, except a sensation of weakness and fatigue 
*hen asce nd i ng or descending stairs, or stepping over high 
pieces. 
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In August, 1856, near Penfield, Ga., I attended a negro 
Woman, aged M, in her fourth confinement. After an easy 
and rapid parturition, I detected, upon turning her from 
the dorsal position, a partial dislocation, attended with no 
distinct crepitation to the ear, but a sensation of grating to 
the touch. Recumbent posture and rest sufficed to bring 
about a partial restoration after a few months. After that 
I lost sight of the case. Feeling unusual concern in this in- 
teresting, though unusual abnormal condition, I consulted 
that eminent physician, and our mutual friend, the late 
Dr. W. S. Meire, of Madison, Ga., who informed md that 
he met a similar case in a negro woman, who suffered but 
little inconvenience, save restricted locomotion a few months 
before and after confinement. Recovery each time was par- 
tial, but at the next confinement there would be a repeti- 
tion of this abnormal condition. When last heard from, 
she was still having children, about every eighteen months.” 

Dr. J. M. Johnson, of this city has been good enough to 
furnish me the notes of a caBe that oocurred to him as fol- 
lows: ' 

“ Mrs. EL, a lady of refinement, education, and social po- 
sition, aged 31 years, the mother of five children ; subject 
to attacks of rheumatism in the knee and shoulder joints, 
large and fleshy — weighing 160 lba — has always had Very 
easy deliveries until the last, which was more protracted 
and painful. She felt pain and straining in the symphysis 
pubis, attended with soreness in the middle of the pelvis, 
and weakness in her hips, which made it impossible to turn 
when in bed, and even yet, sixteen months since the trouble 
began, is obliged to roll out of the bed, and get in again to 
make the change. For several months she walked with 
difficulty, and yet does and only attempts It for short dis- 
tances. In attempting to lift a burden with one hand, she 
not only feels and hears the crepitation but also feds the 
whole frame work of the pelvis give way. I am satisfied 
that her opinion is correct, and that there is permanent sepa- 
ration of the pubic bones at the symphysis. 
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Otherwise than as stated, her health is good.” 

It remains bnt to add the opinions of surgical and obstet- 
rical writers on the- subject. “ A separation of this joint 
(the symphysis pubis) occasionally occurs during utero-ges- 
tation, in consequence of softening of its fibro-cartilage, al- 
lowing the two bones to ride slightly upon each other. A 
case of this kind was under my observation not very long 
ago. The woman was in her fifth pregnancy, and the dislo- 
cation, beginning about a month before her confinement, 
was so great that she oould not walk, or torn in bed without 
extreme distress. The parts were exquisitely tender, on 
pressure, and upwards of five weeks elapsed after parturi- 
tion before they regained their healthy condition. Best, re- 
cumbency, and leeohes constitute the proper treatment 
aided, where the patient' is able to move about, by a belt 
with a pad on the pubes.” (Gross’s Surgery, vol. l,p. 1089.) 

“With the exception of the caccyx, the movements of the 
bones of the pelvis, upon each other, in the unimpregnated 
state, are extremely limited. Some authorities have main- 
tained that during labor all the pelvic symphyses are relaxed 
to a slight extent, while others have believed that the joints 
remain entirely unaltered at this time. This supposition led 
to the now abandoned operation of Sigault, for the division 
of the symphysis pnbis in cases of contracted pelvis. Some 
have even believed that during gestation osseous matter is 
absorbed from the'pelvis and carried- into the cirenlation to 
supply the wants of the' foetus. Others contend that no 
change whatever occurs id the bones or joints of the pe via 
in the course of parturition. We know, however, as Den- ' ' 
man pointed out, that in rare cases, the sacro-iliac and pubio 
articulations become so relaxed as to cripple the subjects of 
this affection for a considerable time after labor. It is also 
known, from dissections of Women dying during or imme- 
diately after labor, that the cartilages of the joints of the 
pelvis are found to be softer . and mere vascular than usual 
at this time. * * * * # * * 

These facts afford good! -reasons for believing that in many 
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cases a slight amount of relaxation of the pelvic articula- 
tions does take place in the human female dnring delivery.” 
(Tyler Smith’s lectures on obstetrics, p. 202.) 

Churchill believes that it does not take place as a natural 
process, bet that it occurs occasionally as an accident. 

.Burns says that, by some morbid affection of the sym- 
physis, it may yield and become loosened during pregnancy, 
or may be separated during labor. He gives the symptoms 
and treatment of the dislocation, and the mode of detecting 
it. “If the bobes be fully disjointed, then, by placing the. 
finger on the inside of the symphysis, and the thumb on the 
outside, we can readily perceive a jarring, or motion, on 
raising the thigh.” 

Ohailly, in his work on midwifery, treats the. subject so 
iQdoh to the point that, at the risk of being tedious, I will 
copy his remarks in fall : ” The softening of the ligaments 
which unite the bones of the pelvis is of constant occurrence 
daring pregnancy ; but. we should regard it rather as the ac- 
complishment of a general law, which governs all beings, 
than as a necessary consequence of partnrition In the female. 
If this softening of the symphysis is indispensable to the 
completion of the generative functions in certain animals, 
i iv Which the.pelvjs is. very narrow, it is not so in the human 
species. . 

In the various pelves of women recently delivered which 
have been submitted to my observation, I have never found 
this relaxation sufficiently distinct to increase the diameters 
of ithe pelvis, a few millimetres, unless the woman bad, du- 
ring her gestation, experienced all the inconveniences which 
characterize a oousiderable.separatjion of the bones, and which 
is japt a physiological condition, bat constitutes actual disease. 

In, this case, walking and standing are attended with great 
difficulty, .fatigue, and pain. During labor, the auxiliary 
musqlee of , the uterus, finding no fixed point of support in 
the pelvis, i«ct painfully on the symphysis, and afford no aid 
to the uterus in its contractions. 

The. malady, the causes of whiah we little known, and 
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which some authors have attributed to rachitis, commences 
by doll pains in the articulations of the pelvis, loins, hips 
and thighs: motion becomes slow, difficult, and so painful 
is to render progression almost impossible. Sometimes the 
the pains are so acute that the patient, even while in bed, 
cannot make the slightest movement without experiencing 
than. When she rises and walks, she feds a sensation of 
great weakness and vacillation; it seems as if her body was 
about to slip between her thighs, and the pelvis about to sep- 
arate. If the disease progresses in consequence of successive 
pregnancies, the disjunction, separation, and relation of the 
symphysis become so marked that, on moving the inferior 
extremities, the mobility of the symphysis is not only ascer- 
tained, but there is heard a oracking noise. Then it becomes 
utterly impossible for the woman to move her lower limbs: 
sbe is obliged to be raised by assistants ; and the sensibility 
and swelling of the parts are snch that the slightest tonch 
causes pain. The conseqnence of this condition manifest 
themselves particularly after delivery, and are not accompa- 
nied by positive danger unless it proceeds from an orgaUic ’ 
vice.” Here follows the treatment which is not necessary to 
detail. 

The subject will be concluded with the interesting remarks 
of Prof. Meigs, from his treatise on obstetrics. 

“Many people among the mass of society, suppose that in 
every labor the joints become relaxed, in order to let the 
child pass through the homes : and a good many ladies take 
a spoonful of oil of olives or Palma Ohristi, with a view to 
promote this desirable relaxation as they esteem it to be. 

“I have known a young thing to take.the trouble, nightly, to 
anoint the mans veneris for akoAg period, with lily ointment, 
to soften the joint 

“It is understood, however, by the anatomist, that these 
joints do not become open and relaxed as a normal-effect of 
gestation, of labor, or of emdermic or therapeutical meas- ; 
wes, resorted to for that end. Yet they do, in some persons, 
relax, to their great injury or inconvenience. As to the . 
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symphysis pubis, I bavfe on many occasions found it to be 
quite loosend, and admitting of motion. One of my patients, 
whom I have snccord in many of her cofinements, has great- 
ly suffered from relaxation of the symphysis pubis duribg 
the several last weeks Of her pregnancies. The articulation 
becomes so loose as to make a very considerable cracking' « 
sound, when she would turn in bed, or walk ; and ' she has 
been good enough, in order that I might verify the fact, to 
allow me to cause the motion by pressing with my hands on' 
the opposite spinous processes of the iljsc bones, by whieh 
means I could cause the two opposite pubes to approach or 
separate from each other, or ride up and down, passing each 
other in the direction of the length of the symphysis. 

“ When the patient, in such a state of the interpubal liga- 
ment, stands on the right foot, the right pubis rises upwards, 
while the left descends, and vice versa, so that the act of 
walking is not only attended with pain, but with totteriug 
and uncertainty. 

“The lady in question gives birth to children weighing ten 
‘and twelve pounds, but she has commonly , recovered from 
the relaxation within about forty days after the birth of the 
child, and her pubic joint remains perfectly strong and effi- 
cient, until in an advanced stage of the next gestation, the 
pressure and infiltration come to looBenand dispart the’ bones 
again. This lady has been fourteen times pregnant, and has 
given birth to twelve children at term. The joint did not 
give way until the sixth accouchement, which occurred Oc- 
tober 20th, 1838. 

“Thfe child weighed upwards of twelve pounds. The mo- 
tion of the symphysis was very obvious, and very painful. 
She recovered from it, however, and did not feel it again 
nntil near the close of pregnancy, which was concluded on 
the twelvth of December, 1835, by the birth of a son. A 
daughter was born October 30th, 1837, which produced the 
relaxation. 

“ She soon got over this, and in the next pregnancy and 
confinement felt nothing of it. This labor was on the Second 
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of September 1843. When the child was three months old 
the relaxation took place, and was long troublesome. She 
was again pregnant in 1845, but had no return of the incon- 
venience in the gestation or lying-in, which occured January 
20th, 1846. The joint gave way again soon after her last 
accouchement', August 17th, 1848 ; she discovered it on the 
20th day of the month, and it is so moveable, that a cracking 
sound is produced by turning in bed.” 


ARTICLE II. 


Extracts from the records of the Atlanta Medical Society. 
By W. S. Armstrong, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy, 
Atlanta Medical College. 


Dr. H. S. Orme reported the progress of a case of Tape 
Worm, mentioned at a former meeting. Under the use of 
Koosso, the patient discharged about twelve feet of the 
worm, and has not since felt any unpleasant symptoms. The 
remedy was given in infusion, in the proportion of half an 
ounce to twelve ounces of water — all to be taken at once. 

Dr. R. C. Word reported a case of protracted hemor- 
rhage from a leech bite, on the neck of a child, which he 
finally succeeded in arresting by the application to the bleed- 
ing point of pledgets of lint, saturated with collodion, and se- 
cured by strips of adhesive plaster. 

Dr. D. C. O’Keefe reported a case of paralysis of the 
bladder in a lying-in woman, which commenced some days 
before labor came on, and lasted two or three weeks after 
its termination. The patient, at the time of her confine- 
ment, was extremely feeble from the existence of diarrhoea 
and deranged digestion for the last four or five months of 
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gestation- The labor was easy and natural, and terminated 
in a few ’hours. The diarrhoea continued for nearly two 
months after delivery, and the condition of the patient was 
regarded hopeless for several days. The use of the catheter 
was always required to relieve the bladder, for the period 
above mentioned. This want of power in the bladder is of 
no uncommon occurrence following labor, but usually passes 
off in a few days. The explanation of it is found in the 
pressure of the child’s head upon the hypogastric and sacral 
fluxus of nerves; and the temporary constipation of the bow- 
els following labor may be accounted for in the same man- 
ner. The delay in the restoration of the contractile power 
of the bladder in the present case, was due to the great de- 
bility of the patient. 

The treatment upon which she recovered consisted mainly 
of the liberal use of brandy, and a combination of Ext. 
Hyojs. and Sulph. Morph. 

Dr. D. C. O’Keefe desired to call the attention of the 
Society to the unusual prevalence of Malarial Fever in this 
city and vicinity during the present year, October, 1866 ; 
and in attending to cases of the kind mentioned, the occur- 
rence of a case of malignant intermittent, or congestive fever, 
which proved fatah This case had been one of simple quo- 
tidian intermittent fever for ten days, with a daily morning 
paroxysm. On about the tenth day he had a congestive 
chill, from which he never reacted. During this time he 
had been under the treatment of a Homoeopathic practition- 
er, and Dr. O’Keefe saw him for the first time in a sinking 
condition, two hours before his death. 

In a particular neighborhood of the southern portion of 
the city, he found most of the cases he had been called upon 
to treat. He considered that the three conditions neces- 
sary for the production of the disease to be heat, moisture, 
and the decomposition of vegetable matter. 

Dr. J. 6. Westmoreland had noticed in the $ame neigh- 
borhood alluded to by Dr. OKeefe, the prevalence of inter- 
mittent fever, and to such an extent as to attact whole fami- 
lies. In one instance every member of the family had the 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


/ 


Akmbtrono — Atlanta Medical Society. 13 

1 t 

disease, and when relieved, suffered from frequent relapses. 
The cause to which the malaria in this neighborhood is at- 
tributed, is the partial draining of a fish pond. 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland desired to call attention to a 
particular character of fever prevailing to some extent in 
the city, exhibiting symptoms of ordinary remittent fever, 
containing from ten to twenty-one days unamenable to the 
free use of quinine. 

Dr. Alexander thought that the type of fever referred to 
was observed in 1852, in this locality, at the commencement 
of the epidemic of typhoid fever, which prevailed that year. 
His opinion was, that such cases are not sbject to arrest by 
quinine, but are more profitably treated as ordinary typhoid 
fever. 

Dr. J. M. Johnston had under treatment a case of fever 
answering to the description of those alluded to, in which 
the supporting and expectant plan of treatment has been 
adopted with the prospect of success. 

Dr. J. M. Johnston also mentioned a case of brake-bone 
fever, suffering from excessive pain in the limbs. The case 
in question was recently from Columbus, Georgia, where 
this character of fever is prevailing as an epidemic. 

Dr. J. G. Westmoreland desired the opinion of the mem- 
bers in regard to the fatal character of the disease as re- 
ported in the newspapers. 

Dr. Knott said ho had a limited acquaintance with Den- 
gue, only in his own person, which terminated in three or 
four days without treatment. 

Dr. Alexander had 6een several, which did not yield to 
quinine, but terminated favorably in a few days — leaving a 
disposition to jaundice. 

After the foregoing remarks, Dr. J. G. Westmoreland 
read a private letter, received a few days before, from Dr. 
Bacon, of Columbus, Georgia, giving a practical statement 
of the probable cause, character, symptoms, and treatment 
found most successful in this disease as it prevailed in that 
city the present season. 


Digitized by CaOOQle 



Original Ccmmmications. 


U 

He wri tes, we attribute the disease to a peculiar poisonous 
atmosphere, caused by the exposure of the deposits on the 
bottom of the river (which had been covered with water for 
the last twenty years) to the action of the sun. The water 
was drawn off in July. The first ca^e of brake- bone fever 
occured on the 6th day of September. 

The disease attacks every one suddenly. The first symp- 
toms are pain and soreness on pressure of the eyes, and pain 
in the head, sometimes excruciating, with pain in the back, 
and achipg in the back part of the pelvis. 

In some cases this is all the pain that is suffered. 

In others, in addition to the above, every joint and bone 
and muscle aches; and when you ask them where hurts, they 
will tell you they hurt all over. I heard a little boy who 
was suffering very much, tell his father both of his thighs 
were broken. Fever accompanies these symptoms — some- 
times of a high grade, though generally the reverse of this. 
The pulse and skin frequently are very little above the nat- 
ural standard. During this first paroxysm, which lasts from 
six or eight to thirty-six or forty-eight hours, according to 
the treatment used, there is frequently vomiting of the con- 
tents of the stomach, followed by vomiting of bile. Wlion 
the patient goes to bed, he wants blankets piled on him, and 
complains, whenever ho moves, that cold streaks run over 
him. This constitutes the first paroxysm of this painful 
and disagreeable disease, which, with proper treatment, is 
almost always the last ; though there is occasionally a case, 
where a light attack of fever supervenes on the third or 
fourth day. • 

There is an eruption on the skin in almost every case, with 
troublesome itching. 

No matter how mild or severe the attack may have been, 

the patient is always left in a weak and feeble condition. 
**####*** * * 

The mouth tastes horribly. The tongue is generally coat- 
ed with a cream-like coating, that scarcely ever cleans off 
as long as the week, mean feeling stage last, which is gener- 
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ally from a week to ten days after they commence walking 
about. Daring the greater part of this period, there is a 
perfect loathing of all kinds of food. ***** 

In fact, all who had brake-bone fever, say that for a week 
after they get about, they feel worse than at any time before 
in the whole course of their lives. Language, they say, fails 
to describe their feelings. 

There is more or less nausea in every case. Persons who 
are rheumatic, or have a syphilitic taint, suffer for sometime 
with pain in the various joints. My idea of the disease is, 
that it is situated in the nervous system, including, of course, 
its great center— the brain. I do not look upon it as inflam- 
mation, but a peculiar morbific effect, the result of a specific 
poison existing in the atmosphere. 

I forgot to mention above, that in the large majority of 
the cases that have occured in females who menstruate, this 
disease has brought on the discharge again, though they 
may have passed through their regular period only a week or 
ten days previously. I attended one lady who had an infant 
only five weeks old. The discharge came on, and went reg- 
ularly through as it did in others. Dr. Terry told me that 
he had two patients, one had seen nothing for throe and the 
other five months. During an attack of brake-bone fever, 
both had a return of their perriod. 

The treatment of this disease is very simple. When called 
to a case, if I find that the patient has not taken some- 
thing to act on the bowels, I generally give a mercurial purge, 
if the pains are not very severe; but if they are, I give a 
fall dose of epsom salts in pepper tea. I use the pepper tea 
on account of chilliness complained of, though sometimes, 
when the stomach is very irritable, I give simply a seidlitz 
powder every hour until the bowels are moved. My object 
is to have the bowels acted on as soon as possible, so that the 
system will be prepared for the introduction of opium, which 
is the great remedy in this disease. As soon as two or three 
actions have been produced, I give a pill composed of opium 
and camphor, one grain each. This is repeated in two hours, 
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and then again every four hours until four or six pills are 
taken. 

If, on the second or third day, fever returns, a seidlitz pow- 
der is ordered every two hoars until an action is secured. 
.This, however, seldom occurs when opium has been used. 
Quinine is hurtful in this disease. 

It increases the nausea and general distress. 

Large mustard plasters used at any time, but particularly 
in the commencement of the attack, afford great relief and 
comfort ; also, hot foot baths and hot applications to the feet. 
Let the patient drink at all times as much hot or cold lemon- 
ade [without ice) as he desires. 

After this I tell the patient, if he feels pain any where, to 
take two spoonsful of parragoric every hour, until relieved ; 
also, to eat and drink whatever he wishes, and to go where 
he desires, feeling sure, from personal experience, that they 
have no disposition to commit excesses in either. 

I have not yet seen or heard of a relapse from this disease, 
nor a return of it in the same person during the same sea- 
son. 

I have not lost a case of it, nor have I heard of a death 
from this cause, unless some old persons who died here this 
fall had it. 

The disease, in my opinion, is not contagious, but caused 
by a peculiar poison in the atmosphere. I hope that this 
desultory communication may prove satisfactory. 
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Report of tioo oases of Certbro-Spinal MenengiUs. By Wm. 
O’Dajtkl, M. D., of Marion, Ga. 


On the 10th of October last, at 2 o’clock, F. M., 1 waa 
called to see Mrs. J , 05 years of ago, of feeble constitu- 

tion, and stronmons diathesis. Upon my arrival, I was in- 
formed by her danghter, a very intelligent lady, that her 
mother was suffering intensely with sick headache— a disease 
that had caused her much suffering for a number of years. 

Upon examination, I found her delirious, face flushed, eyes 
red, pupils much dilated, tongue furred, bowels constipated, 
poise 110 and fall, respiration hurried, and perspiring freely. 
She apparently suffered the most excruciating pain in the 
head. So great was her distress that she had to be held on 
the bed. 

Twenty minutes after my arrival she had a convulsion, 
which lasted, perhaps, fifteen minutes ; in half an hour she 
had another ; and thus they continued to return for six hours, 
after which time the interval was one hour instead ot half 
an hour. 

I ordered back of patient’s head shaved, and a blister ap- 
plied from the occiput to the first dorsal vertebrae, and fric- 
tions with oil turpentiue the whole length of the spine, not 
covered with blister. Ordered the following: B Hyd. 
chlor. mit. grs. xv., pulv. doveri, grs. x., m. ft. chart 3, and 
to be taken every two hours, followed in three hours after 
last dose by ol. recini J ss., which evacuated the bowels by 
one o’clock. After the free evacuation of the bowels, I gave 
the following : B Snlph. quinia grs. xxv., pulv. doveri grs. 
x., m. ft. chart 4., one to be taken every three hours, com- 
inencing at midnight. At this time I asked that Dr. D., 
an intelligent physician be called in consultation. Upon 
consultation, we were both convinced that the case waa 
hopeless. 


Called next morning, and found the patient irrational, 
pulse 98, Bmall and tense. Convulsions ceased. ' Continued 
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the sulphate quinine and dovers powder, and ordered hot 
mustard bath to feet and legs, and cold water to the head, 
every hour for three hours, by means of coffee pot held seve- 
ral feet from the head. Wine pro re nata . 

* Called in the evening, at 7 o’clock, and found patient rest- 
ing well, respiration deep and laborious. Died next morn- 
ing, at 6 o’clock, in a convulsion. 

Case 2. — On the 14th of October last, at 7 o’clock, I was 1 

called to see John J , an athletic black man, 22 years 

old, who, from childhood, had enjoyed good health. Upon 
my arrival, I was informed that two hours before, while in 
the yard, he was taken with a chill, and was unable to get 
back into the hc^se without assistance. I found him per- 
fectly delirious, pulse 100 and full ; pupils much dilated. 
Ordered blister to back of neck, and gave him $ Calomel 
grs. xv., dovers powder grs. x., m. and make three powders, 
one to be taken every two hours ; to be followed by a large 
dose castor oil. At midnight, he was to take the following : 
51 Sulph. quinia grs. xv., pulv. doveri grs. x., m. make three 
powders ; one every three hours. 

Called next morning at ten o’clock. Bowels had been 
evacuated. Found patient in semi-comatose condition; 
pulse 90 and full. Continue the quinine and dovers pow- 
ders through the day, and ordered ten grains of dovers at 
ten o’clock P. M. 

Called next morning at 7 o’clock, and found the patient 
much better : pulse 85, rational, and resting well. Ordered 
quinine, grs. xv., make three powders ; one to be taken 
every three hours. Dovers powder grs. x., at ten o’clock, 1 
P. M. Wine^o re nata . 

Called next morning at 7 o’clock, and found him improv- 
ing rapidly : pulse 80 and almost natural. Die patient was 
able to sit up in bed. The same treatment as the day before. 

Called next morning at 7 o’clock. Found patient able to 
sit up : pulse normal. Prescribed wine pro re nata , and dis- 
missed the case. 

The patient rapidly recovered and in five days was able 
to labor, in the farm. 
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SELECTIONS. 


from tbm Somthern Journal of th« Medtml Sdoncea, N«W Oriotns, La. 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


London, November, 1860. 

The marvellously rapid development of the Arts and 
Sciences in the present day mnst make every one who is in 
any way connected with either of them, take stock occasion- 
ally of the condition of his own department, and of the com-' 
parative progress which iB being made in it from year to year. 
The surgeon who wiH first reduce himself to the proper de-' 
gree of humility, by remembering what remains to be done, 
may fairly turn from such a review as I have proposed with 
reassurance, and some amount of complacency. For not' 
only can he point to such achievements of modern times as ; 
the discovery of general and local mi aesthesia, ovariotomy, 
and the excision of diseased joints, but there is also to be 
observed a steady and sterling advance in the execution of 
more every day work, which shows itself, not only in the im- 
provement in the results of treatment, and in the fact that 
many conditions which formerly ranked incurable, may now 
be referred to as curable; but, also, on the greater humanity 
of the means employed, and in the greater care which is 
taken to secure the ease and comfort of the sufferers. Much 1 
progress of this latter kind has lately been made in the man- 

S praent of fractures, in illustration of which I may refor to 1 
e treatment of fractures of the femur ; of the patella ; and , 
of the bones of the leg, as now conducted in Mr. Paget’s 
wards, at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. I have great pleas- 
ure in noting the method for fracture of the thigh first, for it 
is one which was exhibited to Mr. Paget’s class, some rnontbs 
ago, by Dr. Smith, of the Southern States of America. It 
is that which consists in swinging the limb by means of an 
iron wire frame fixed along its upper aspect. As your read- 
ers are doubtless auite familiar with the apparatus, I need 
say only this mucn in description of it, whicn may suffice to 
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allow you to identify it. Experience of its use here has 
brought it into high favor. It is very easily adjusted, and 
probably the surgeon who should be called upon to conduct 
the treatment of a fractured thigh, where he was thrown on 
his own resources for an apparatus, would find this easier to 
construct out of rough materials than any other that is in 
use. Patients express themselves strongly as to the comfort 
with which they can bear it ; and the gratification expressed 
by one or two patients who, after having borne the long 
splint through part of the treatment, had this adjusted in- 
stead, was very significant of the relief they felt. It will be 
necessary to have a larger experience of its use than we have 
already gained, before any denfiite opinion as to its value 
can be pronounced ; but 1 may give shortly the particulars of 
two cases in which its merits are well illustrated The first, 
was that of a woman, thin, withered and pale, and looking 
seventy, though she said she was only sixty-four, who was 
admitted under Mr. Paget’s care, with fracture of life neck of 
the femur. Her general health was so poor that it seemed 
dangerous to subject her to any rigidly nxed position, or to 
any long confinement to bed. The limb was placed in Dr. , 
Smith’s “sling.” From the first, everything went on well. 
After the first few days she was able to sit up in bed to take, 
her food, or merely for a change of position. She slept well, 
and complained of no discommrt. At the end of six weeks 
the limb was taken out of the sling, and it was found that 
the fracture was well united; and the muscles had so well 
retained their power that she could raise her leg from the 
bed. 

^ The second case was that of a youqg woman set. twenty- 
six, who was admitted for necrosis of the lower third of the* 
shaft of the right femur. Her health was much reduced by 
prolonged suppuration, and the want of good food. After a 
previous unsuccessful attempt to extract the sequestrum, 
which lay enclosed in a thick casing of new bone, Mr. Paget, 
by removing the necessary amount of the outer wall of the, 
femur, having first divided the biceps, and turned it back, 
was enabled to pull out the sequestrum. The operation en- 
tailed a very considerable wound, and the condition of the 
parts was such as to make extensivesuppuration in the inter- 
muscular spaces of the thigh very likely, unless a free exit 
for discharge could be provided. It seemed of the greatest 
importance that no check towards recovery should be allow 
ed, for the patient was greatly wasted* and had little strength 


Digitized by 


Google 



91 


Foreign Carretpondenee. 

left. The thigh was “ slang ” so that the wound was depen- 
dent ; and as this was cone-snaped, with its apex at the femur, 
the discharge, instead of lodging, ran directly out, and fell 
into a vessel containing a disinfecting fluid. The wound 
thus required no other treatment than to be syringed out 
twice a day. The woman’s recovery was very rapid : she 
quickly regained flesh and color ; and the local mischief was 
soon repaired by granulation. A more admirably adapted 
apparatns than the “sling” proved to be in this instance, 
could scarcely be imagined. 

Here I may mention in parenthesis, that the Liston’s long 
splint, which has for many years been looked upon by En- 
glish surgeons as the sheet anchor in the treatment both of 
fraetures of the femur and diseases of the hip-joint, is falling 
into disuse. For the past three years it has scarcely been 
used at all in the hospital for sick children, for disease of 
the hip, the substitute being continuous extension applied by 
means of the “strapping-stirrup” and a weight. This 
method, which is recommended by its simplicty and comfort, 
is found to give the most satisfactory results. 

It has been, till recently, the custom in England, in the 
treatment of transverse fractures of the patella, to use a bed 
jointed in the middle of its length, so that the patient’s limb 
eould be raised and flexed upon the pelvis, nearly to a right 
angle, in order, as it was said, to relax the muscles in front 
of the thigh, and so to prevent the separation of the upper 
from the lower fragment of the patella. This apparatus, 
which obliged the patient to remain in what was equivalent 
to the sitting posture, all through the period of treatment, 
was most irksome. About three years ago, Mr. Paget, at 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, discarded this method, and al- 
lowed the limb to be outstretched horizontally upon the bed ; 
and from that time to the present, all the cases of transverse 
fracture that have come under his cane, have been so treated. 
Many surgeons have ntow adopted the plan, and it is found 
that the results Obtained .are fully as good as those secured 
by the older method. The case against raising the limb has 
been thus ably put by Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, in the 
Icndon Hospital Reports, 1865, page 388. “The muscles, 
when the limb is attest, are not contracted, but quite flaccid. 
Examine the patella of a person in bed, aim yon will find it 
loose and moveable; the muscles are not acting in it in the 
hast Make the same examination in a case of fracture of 
tfa patella, after the first spasm has subsided, and when the 
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patient is not voluntarily contracting his quadriceps, -and 
you will find the muscle wholly relaxed. My second objec- 
tion is, that even if the quadriceps were in constant action* 
which I assert it is not, you could not diminish the distance 
between its attachment and origin in a material degree by 
lifting the limb. All that part of the muscle which arises 
from the femur, (the crureus and the two vast!) will not bp 
in the least altered. Lift the limb as high as you like, you 
move both origin and insertion together, and equally, and 
cannot possibly alter their relative positions. The rectus, it 
is frue, arises above the hip joint, but is so close to the latter 
that the length of the muscle is but very little modified by 
flexion of the thigh. My chief reason, however, is obtained from 
clinical experience. Over and over again, we have proved 
by experiment in lifting and lowering the limb, in cases of 
transverse fracture, that position does not, in the slightest 
degree, prevent the bringing down of the upper fragment,” 
In the large majority of the cases, the treatment, both by 
Mr. Paget and Mr. Hutchinson, has consisted solely in leav- 
ing the limb horizontal, without any kind of appliance for 
bringing the fragments into contact. In the few instances 
in which any such have been used, very slight, if any, good 
has seemed to follow. 

Mr. Paget thus treats fractures of the leg: The limb is 
placed on an iron back-splint, which has a rectangular foot 
piece, and which reaches four or five inches beyond the knee.' 
This splint is fixed in position by two caps of gutta percha, Boft> 
ened in hot water, and moulded, the one over tne front of 
the foot, and the other over the knee; then two wooden side 
splints are adjusted : these are fixed by being buckled together 
across the sole, with whioh their lower extremities are ex- 
actly on a level, and by web-straps which encircle them half- 
way up the leg, and again above the knee. The limb is then 
“slung.” In cases of compound fractures, the side splints 
dre “ interrupted” opposite the wound, should this chance to 
be on the lateral aspect of the limb. It will be noticed that' 
the peculiarities of this method (which are also its advan- 
tages) are, first, its extreme simplicity ; second, the ablcence 
of bandaging. There is no circular constriction of the Kmb, 
and the course of events at the seat of injury can be accu- 
rately known at any period of treatment; and which is an 
advantage, although a minor one, the skin can be sponged, 
and thus kept' dean, and free from that troublesome itching 
which comteof 'confined perspiration. It is uow « common 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



Foreign Correspondence. 38 


practice in England to “sling” the tipper extremity in cases 
of excision of the elbow, or of severe fracture, or of any se- 
rious disease ; and the freedom of movement which it allows 
conduces much to the comfort of the patient. It is not an 
exaggeration to say that the “swinging ” of limbs is one of 
the greatest improvements which, has of late years, been made 
in the mechanics of surgery. 

As dislocations are so kindred a subject to fractures, it is 
right to mention the one point about them, which has, of late, 
been brought prominently forward — their reduction, in the 
case of the hip and shoulder joints, by “ manipulation,” in- 
stead of by the old method of extension. Mr. Nunneley, 
of Leeds, in a letter to the British Medical Journal, Oct. 20th, 
announced that in the practice of his colleagues and himself, 
at the Leeds Infirmary, in the last few years, out of twenty- 
one dislocations of the hip, manipulation was tried in all 
bnt one : it succeeded in iourteen, and failed in seven. In 
these seven, who were afterwards subject to the pulleys, three 
were reduced at the first attempt ; one failed in a first at- 
tempt, but succeeded, after considerable difficulty, in a sec- 
ond ; three failed altogether ; and in another, though it was 
thought the bone was reduced, subsequently it was again 
found to be displaced, and could not be permanently reduced 
—making four cases in which, doubtless, fracture of the ace- 
tabulum, or of the neck of the bone, accompanied disloca- 
tion, and prevented reduction.” This surgeon considers that 
the most important condition to be insured, when manipu- 
lation is to.be tried, is a relaxed, but not perfectly helpless, 
flaccid, uncontractile state of the muscles ; as it is by con- 
tractions of the muscles which are attached near the head 
of the dislocated bone, that reduction is mainly accom- 
plished. This relaxed condition of the muscles is often pres- 
ent directly after a dislocation has occurred, and when tho , 
patient is in a state either of syncope or of shock; but when 
it is not present it should be induced by chloroform. Mr. 
Nunueley’s paper immediately drew fortn letters from many 
of the London, and some of the provincial hospitals, whicn 
proved that the method by “ manipulation ” was in very gen- 
eral use among English surgeons. Mr. John Birkett, of 
Guy’s Hospital, bears the following testimony to its efficacy 
in ms own hands. “Six dislocations of the femur on the 
dorsum ilii ; five into the sciatic notch ; four into the fora- 
men ovale, and one on the ramus of the pubes, were reduced 
by manipulation (while the patients were under chloroform} 
without the aid of pulleys, auring the last eighteen years.” 


Digitized by 


Google 



i Selections. 


84 

This method of reducing dislocations, so much safer, so much 
less violent, and as the resnlts above referred to show, so suc- 
cessful, is a great improvement on the old method by exten- 
sion. I am sure English surgeons most willingly acknowledge 
their obligation to Dr. Reia, of Rochester, to whom is at- 
tributed the honor of having introduced it as a legitimate 
plan. 

Desormeaux’s endoscope has lately been brought promi- 
nently undo- notice, by Mr. Heath, of the Westminster Hos- 

F ital, who has sent his experience of its use to the Lancet. 

may briefly say that the instrument consists of a farafin 
lamp, enclosed for convenience in a wooden case, from which 
the light is conducted through a lens on to a perforated mir- 
ror, set at an angle in a cylinder. An eye piece is adapted 
to one end of this cylinder, and to the other a screw, by 
which the various tubes that are to be introduced into the 
several outlets of the body may be attached. Mr. Heath 
has “ three tubes for the nretha, corresponding with No. 
twelve, ten and eight of the catheter guage, each measuring 
eight inches in length, and being provided with an aperture 
on one side, near the outer end, through which a wire carry- 
ing cotton wool may be introduced into the interior of the 
tube, and be made to reach its extremity, so as to wipe away 
any discharge from the surface under examination, or to ap- 
ply medications to it. A large tube, of similar make, is 
very efficient for examining the rectum ; and a tube, with a 
piece of glass at the end, can be used for examining the in- 
terior of the bladder, the glass preventing the entrance of 
wire Into the tube.” The best position in which to place 
the patient for examining the urethra is the recumbent one, 
on a table or sofa of good height, with the knees bent over 
and slightly separated. The .surgeon then introduces the 
largest tube which the meatus will admit, and passeB it 
gently until he meets with an obstruction, or finds, from the 
direction of the instrument, that he has entered the mem- 
branous urethra, when it is well to pause, lest on withdraw- 
ing the plug (which much facilitates the introduetiomaa 
with a vaginal speculum) a gush of urine take place. ^ The 
tube is now attached to the tube of the endoscope, which is 
placed horizontally, and the light being adjusted, the ope- 
rator proceeds to look through, when he will see the surface 
of the urethra, at the end of the tube, shutting down upon 
it with perfect regularity, if healthy ; and by slowly with- 
drawing the instrument, with the eye still fixed at the cylin- 
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dor, lie will be able to note the various modification* which 
the urethra may have undergone in its whole length, if 
necessary, after examining the prostatic portion. By means 
of the endoscope, Mr. Heath could make out the “ granular 
urethritis ” of Desormeaux, which keeps np a constant slight 
discharge, and gives such trouble both to the patient and 
the surgeon. It was found “ in various parts of the urethra, 
sometimes confined to a small spot, at others spreading for 
some distance ; its most favorite spot being about the bulb- 
ous portion of the urethra.” This granular conditi on, which 
nay lead to a true organic stricture, is best described by 
comparing it with the condition of “ granular eyelids.” Or- 
ganic stricture can be accurately made out by the endoscope, 
snd it would probably facilitate the diagnosis of urethral 
chancre and urinary fistula}. Marked relief followed, in 
many cases, the local application of nitrate of silver, through 
the tube of the endoscope. Mr. Heath says that in oases of 
organic stricture, be has succeeded in introducing a wire, 
through the endoscopic tube, into the contracted orifice, and 
hasthen passed' over the wire an elastic catheter, which he 
has thus guided through the stricture : thus demonstrating 
the possibility of relieving the bladder in a case of difficult, 
and to ordinary methods of treatment, impermeable strict- 
are. Mr. Henry Thompson, whose knowledge of, Mid whoso 
skill in treating all diseased conditions of the urethra and 
bladder, are such as make his opinion on such a point of 
die greatest weight, writes that be “ came to the conclusion, 
after many trials of it, that Desormeanx’s endoscope wad of 
small value in practice, as regards diseases of the urethra 
and bladder.” * * * * “ True it discloses a granular 
condition of the urethra, and enables the surgeon to apply 
an agent to the exact spot, hut heretofore it was known tnat 
roch conditions existed most commonly in the bulbous por- 
tion of the urethra ; that the site of the diseased part was 
burly appreciable by its undue sensibility when an instru- 
ment was passed over it, and that cure often followed the 
application of a solution of nitrate of silver to the sensative 
spot” And as regards stricture, he says : “ I donht the 
power of the endoscope to reveal the orifice of a stricture 
through which a good surgeon has been unable, with care 
and attention, to pass an instrument. I have long believed, 
with Mr. Syme, tnat a stricture which admits the passage of 
mine outwards in any quantity, will admit, to gentle and 
careful manipulation, die passage of an instrument inwards 
to the bladder.” * * * * And “ minute objects, such 
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as the orifice of a small stricture, must be very difficult to 
find, for Dr. Cruise confesses that lie cannot even detect 
(with the endoscope) the verumontanum, or the orifices of 
the ejaculatory ducts in the healthy urethra.” Mr. Thomp* 
son objects to the use of the endoscope on account of its col- 
lision with “ the really valuable maxim, which I implicitly 
believe to underlie all success in the surgical treatment of 
urethral and vesical diseases ; namely, to diminish as much 
as possible, all sources of mechanical irritation. * * * * 
Every year I am more and more convinced of the value of 
this maxim, and more and more act upon its indications; 
It is this which has led me to perform litnotrity, invariably* 
without preliminary injections, and commonly without any 
subsequent one ; and also limit the length ot the sitting to 
one, or at most to two minutes. Lastly, in the treatment of 
stricture, to employ the softest and most flexible instrument, 
instead of the inflexible and metalic, in direct opposition to 
m^r earlier convictions, and to the special traditions of my 

There are a very large number of surgeotfs who would 
completely endorse Mr. Thompson’s opinions on all the 
points referred to. Nevertheless, there are doubtless cases 
m which the endoscope has its value. 

Mr. Henry Lee has published the particulars of a case of 
aneurism, which he cured by acupressure, a method which 
he believes will prove very valuable in many instances of 
this disease. His patient, a boy of nineteen, was wounded 
in the lower part of the left popliteal space, with a sharp 
knife. Bleeding was very free, and recurred after the lapse 
of some days, and a tumor was found in the popliteal space 
of the size of a chestnut. This had all the features of an 
aneurism. “A long, slender needle, previously made for 
the purpose of acupressure, was introduced immediately to 
the outside of, and above the tumor, which was at the same 
time pressed inward by the point of the finger. The needle 
was made to penetrate deeply into the popliteal space, its 
point was then turned inward and brought out immediately 
behind the internal tuberosity of the tibia.” The pulsation 
in the tumor stopped immediately after the needle was in- 
troduced ; but the pulsation in the posterior tibial artery, in 
the lower part of the leg could be still distinctly felt. The 
aneurism was considered to be on one of the large branches 
of the popliteal, not on this vessel itself. The needle was 
removed on the sixth day. The patient recovered without 
a bad symptom, 1 
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Your readers are probably aware that Mr. J. Baker Brown 
(London) is in the habit of performing 44 clitorideetomy oi\ 
in simpler phrase, cutting on the clitoris, in a variety of nerv- 
ous diseases in women, such as hysteria, epilepsy, and in- 
sanity, in the belief that these diseases very commonly de- 
pend on the habit of masturbation, and because, he 6ays, he 
nas found 44 clitorideetomy ” effect a cure. The accusation 
which this doctrine involves against the sex, and tlie ques- 
tionable physiology on which the alleged cure depends, have, 
from its first announcement, caused the operation to be re- 
garded with much suspicion. This feeling has at length 
found expression, in a letter to the Lancet, by Dr. Charles 
West, whose opinion always commands the highest re*- 
spect among the 'profession in England, and whose book 
on 44 The Diseases of Women,” if I mistake not, is well 
known in America. As the matter has attracted much no 
tice here, I will extract the main part of the letter. Dr. 
West says: 

44 1st Having for the past twenty-five years seen more 
of the diseases of children, and young persons of both sexes, 
than most members of my profession, and as much as most, 
of the diseases of women at all ages, I believe that mastur- 
bation is much rarer in girls and women than in our own sex. 

44 2d. I believe the injurious physical effects of habitual 
masturbation to bo the same as those of excessive sexual in- 
dulgence, and no other. The special physical harm done by 
masturbation, I believe to be due to the fact that it can be 
indulged in at a much earlier age than sexual intercouse, 
and can be practiced with much greater frequency. 

44 3d. But, nevertheless, I have not, in the whole of my 
practice, seen convulsions, epilepsy, or idiocy induced by 
masturbation in any child of either sex, a statement I need 
scarcely add, widely different from the general idea that epi- 
leptics or idiots may, and not seldom, do masturbate. Hei- 
ther have I seen any instance f in which hysteria, epilepsy, or 
insanity in women after puberty, was aue to masturbation 
as its efficient cause. 

44 4th. I know; and I can appeal with confidence to the 
knowledge of many members ofthe medical profession, that 
of the allege^ causes of hysteria, epilepsy, insanity, and 
other nervous diseases of women, by excision of the clitoris* 
a very large number were not permanent. I, furthering 
that in several instances, one of which, seen by me in con- 
sultation with Mr. Paget, is related at page 663 of my lec- 
tures, very mischievous results have followed it. , 
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“5th. While I believe the removal of the clitoris, in 
cases of hysteria, epilepsy, instmity, or other diseases of wo- 
men, to be a proceeding theoretically based on. erroneous 
physiology, and practically followed by no such results as 
warrant its frequent performance, 1 regard it as completely 
unjustifiable when done for the alleged relief ef dysuria, or 
of painfnl defcecation ; for the cure of amenorrhoea, or for 
the mitigation of the symptoms of uterine displacement or 
disease. (In all these conditions Mr. Brown has used it, as 
he reports, successfully.) 

“ 7th. - I consider teat public attempts to excite the atten- 
tion of non-medical persons, and especially of women, to 
the subject of self-abuse, in the female sex, are likely to in- 
jure society, and to bring discredit on the medical profession. 
* * * * * * *#* 

“ 8th. I believe that few members of the profession will 
dissent from the opinion that the removal of the clitoris 
without the cognizance of the patient and her friends, with- 
out full explanation of the nature of the proceeding, and 
without the concurrence of some other practitioner, se- 
lected by the patient, or her friends, is in the highest degree 
improper, and calls for the strongest reprobation.” 

I think it right to inform American surgeons, who may 
have heard of the practice of “ clitoridectomy ” in England, 
what is thought of it here. Dr. West’s opinions may cer- 
tainly be accepted as very faithfully representing those of a 
very vast majority of English practitioners. 

The novelty of the past two months is the injection of 
acetic acid into the substance of cancers, in' order to secure 
their removal by absorption. The plan is brought forward 
by Dr. Broadbent, a physician who is thought highly of in 
London. It suggested itself to his mind in consequence of 
the known solvent powers of this acid upon cancer cells, as 
seen under the microscope. Dr. Broadbent recommends 
that about forty drops of a mixture of 'one part of acetic 
acid with five or six parts of distilled Water, should be in- 
jected into the cancer ; the point of the syringe being thrust 
(subcutaneously) into different parts of its substance during 
the operation, so that the agent is well disseminated through 
it. The injected is repeated at intervals, varying from five 
to ten days, or longer, according to its effects. The paethod 
is now being extensively tried, and many cases are reported 
in which large cancers have been completely and almost 
painlessly removed. Its true value, however, can by no 
means be pronounced upon at present 
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Although cholera has occupied much attention, during its 
late prevalence here, I have not ventured to enter upon so 
purely medical a subject. I think, however, 1 may say, 
without doing any one injustice, that no great advance has 
at present been made in its treatment; at all events, in many 
Bsighborhoods, the mortality among those attacked by it, 
has been as high as it is recorded to have been in previous 
outbreaks. 


Cases of Progressive Locomotor Ataxia. By James Brown 
Burnet, M. D., House Physician, Bellevue Hospital, New 
York. 

Case 1 . Robert Gardner, 35 years of age, was born in 
Ireland, of healthy permits. Ho has been in this country 
for eighteen years, and has been a butler by occupation. 
HealwayB has enjoyed good health up to about twelve years 
ago, when in the winter season he was taken with a violent 
pain in the small of his back, which pain extended around, 
principally on the left side. These pains would last two or, 
three days, then pass away, and he Would feel as well as 
ever. During the winter seasons these attacks would come 
on thr& or four times. The physicians pronounced his dis- 
ease to be lumbago, and treated him with Rochelle salts. 
He would have at Hie same time quite a severe pain in the 
prsecordial region, which would pass off with a pain in the 
bade. During the summer season he enjoyed good health, 
never being troubled with these attacks. 

About fifteen years ago he had intermittent fever, which 
lasted nearly six months,* and from which he entirely recov- 
ered. A year ago last J nly, whenever he went out into the 
street, he would be seized with dizziness, which wonld pass 
off when he name into the house. He also was troubled 
with headaches, which would come on in the morning and 
last nntil about 12 o’clock. These would probably take 
place two qr three times a month, and were very violent 
while he had them. During these attacks he would have an 
eruption on his head, which would last as long as the pain, 
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And then m a da 7 or two scale off. About the middle of 
October, his feet would at times become numb and cold, es-f 
pecially at night, and very violent pains would commence' 
at the knees, go down to the feet, and then ascend to the 
head, these pains sometimes lasting the whole night. ThesO- 
would continue for three or four nights, and then go off for 
a week or so. Any change in the weather woula seem to 
bring them on. 

On the second of J anuary he entered St. Luke’s Hospital, 
and was there treated with strychnia. This continued until 
March, when he became quite weak, so that he was unable 
to walk. His medicine was then changed to Rochelle salts, 
and afterward back again to strychnia, but still his legs con- 
tinued weak, and the pain was as severe as ever. 

About fifteen years ago ,he had gonorrhoea, which lasted 
nine months. He also had a small sore on his penis, and a 
bubo, but no breaking out on his body at this time. About* 
six years ago he was troubled with a stricture, and again 
while at St. Luke’s Hospital, so that it was necessary to 
draw his water from him. This lasted for about one month. 
About four years after he had the sore on his penis, he had 
a slight breaking out on both arms, and afterward on his 
head. On the 11th of June he left the hospital on crutches, 
feeling no better. He remained with a friend until the 21st 
of July,, when he was admitted to this hospital, not being 
any stronger in his limbs. He at this time complained of 
severe pain in the lower limbs, and partial paralysis. There 
was permanent contraction of both pupils. They acted very 
sluggishly when exposed to a strong light. Slight tingling 
sensations in the arms ; sensation not impaired, but *it was 
slightly impaired in the lower extremities. The left was the 
worst leg. At the present time he has a Uurob feeling al- 
ways before passing his water, and his penis often feels hot, 
which sensation partially passes off after he urinates. When- 
ever he lies on his belly, he has a dull heavy pain in the 
back, over the region of his kidneys. Since he has been in 
the haspital he has been gradually improving. There has 
been a decided improvement in his walk, as he can now go* 
a short distance without the assistance of a cane. He Walks 
cautionsly, however, and watches each foot as it is raised 
from the floor. He falls backward if he attempts to stand 
still with closed eyelids. Whenever he 6tands upright he 
experiences pain in the lower part of his back. # He has no 
pain in his back, except he lies on his face or attempts to 
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stand straight His urine has been examined, and found to 
be normal. 

The diagnosis was made of progressive locomotor atawia , 
and the treatment consisted in tne administration of potassii 
iodidi, ten grains three times a day, with fifteen arops of 
ijrr. ferri iodidi. Bowels have been kept regular with pills 
of aloes, nux vomica, and belladonna, in small doses. His 
back and limbs have been vigorously rubbed with lin. sap. 
camph. He is' gradually improving. 

Oct. 29th. He appears to remain about in statu quo . If 
anything, the pains in the limbs are rather worse. 

Nov. 1st. He complains of lascivious dreams and semi- 
nal emissions, which appear to weaken him considerably. 
He has them regularly as often as once a week, and at times 
much oftener. He has had these for a number of years. 
He has formerly indulged himself in venereal excesses to a 
considerable extent, but never practiced masturbation. He 
has been ordered ten grains of potassi bromidi each night 
before retiring. 

Nov. 2d. He could not sleep any last night on account 
of excruciating pains darting along his tibia. There are no 
nodes, and no symptoms of syphilitic periostitis. 

Affairs thus went on until tne early part of winter, when 
he was discharged, with very little cliange in his general 
condition. 

Case 2. — Anna Farly, 32 years of age, single, and a na- 
tive of Ireland, was admitted to ward 14 of Bellevue Hos- 
pital on September 29th, 1866. She gave the following his- 
tory of herself. Her father was healthy, and died at the 
advanced age of 87 ; her mother still lives, is nearly 80, and 
suffers with asthma. Anna has resided in this country 16 
years, and her occupation is to cook, wash, and iron. She 
alwayfc enjoyed good health until she had been in this coun- 
try about one month, when she was laid np with typhns fever 
io Cincinnati for about eight weeks. In the winter of 1852, 
ahe went to New Orleans, where she took the yellow fever, 
from which she did not fully convalesce for six months. In 
the summer ot 1855, she went to Mobile, and was on a plan- 
tation, where she was taken with chills and fever, which 
lasted two weeks ; then they would pass of for a few weeks, 
and then come on again, and so on for a whole year. Du- 
ring these attacks she had violent attacks of epistaxis. She 
rarely had such attacks before, and never but once since. 
After this she bad good health until about three years ago, 
when at a party one evening, she was seized with a violent 
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shivering throughout her whole system, which tasted only a 
short time however ; but since that time she has been ex- 
tremely nervous. At about the same period she would have 
attacks of dizziness, and quite a severe pain appeared in the 

P osterior part of the head, sometimes being dull and heavy. 

his continued a few months, when she felt a pricking sen- 
sation Coming on in the head, and gradually passing down 
to the feet, sometimes severe, and then again quite slight. 
In about six months after the first attack she was afflicted 
with double vision, which lasted nearly four months without 
ceasing. At the end ot this time 6he had' a very violent 
pain in the small of her back, which extended all around 
the body, and also all over the thorax, and as soon as this 
took place the double vision ceased. These sensations and 
numb feelings have remained with her up to the present time. 
About a year ago, the dizziness became so marked that it 
was almost impossible for her to walk at all, and she became 
very weak. For the past year, also, dull pains have been in 
her feet, which feel quite cold and occasionally numb. She 
is quite nervous now, and sometimes is troubled with a 
twitching of the muscles of the face. For the last eight 
years she has noticed that, when she caught cold and coughed, 
or vomited from any cause, she would tnrow up more or less 
blood. This at first would be clotted and dark, but after- 
ward of a lighter red color, mixed with the sputa. She has 
a slight cough, especially in the morning, and sometimes a 
slight expectoration. Her appetite is capricious. For two 
years she has been troubled with a leucorrhoeal discharge. 
During the past year and a half, she has also been troubled 
off ana on with a difficulty in urinating, sometimes going 
24 hours without being able to pass her urine. This was al- 
ways relieved by nitre. She never was obliged to have her 
urine drawn by a catheter. She generally has been costive 
in her bowels. In three or four days after admission to the 
hospital, she was taken with a severe diarrhoea, for which 
she was treated with the following prescription : 

Ijt Bismuthi'subnitrat., 3j 

Pulv. opii., gr. x. 

Acidi tannici, 3 ss. M. 

Et div. in chart, no x. 

S. One three times a day. 

And from which diarrhoea she rapidly recovered. Generally 
in the afternoon her feet and legs begin to swell. This has 
been so for nearly two years. Pupils act well to light. Sen 
sation is not impaired. She walks with an unsteady gait. 
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If she stands still and oioses her eyes, she feels as though 
she was swaying from side to side. She can grasp the band 
with a firm grip. There seems to be great weakness in her 
back. She used to have great palpitation ol the heart,* but 
has not felt this for the past year. Her urine has been ex- 
amined and found tu normal. Evidences of incipient tu- 
berculosis. The diagnosis was made of progressive locomotw' 
ataxia^ and the treatment commenced, was 10 grains of the 
iodide of potassium, three times a day, in syrup of sarsapa- 
rilla. She is also taking tr. ferri muriat. • She thinks there 
is no improvement. She has had sore-throat, and her hair 
has fallen out, but she has never had any eruption on the 
body save prickly -heat. She denies all syphilitic history* 
Oct. 29th. No improvement. She has stopped taking 
potassi iodidi, and is now taking three times a day, one sixth 
of a grain of the nitrate of silver. 

Nov. 1st. Feels rather worse. The pains in the head 
are increased. Locomotor powers are no better. 

Dec. 1st. Discharged no better, — Med. &Sarg. lieporter. 


A Case of Monstrosity. By L. I. Marvin, M, D., of North- 
ampton, New 1 ork. 

In the month of July, 1859, 1 was called in haste to visit 
a woman who was reported to have been in labor two days 
and two nights, and was said to be at least in a very critical 
condition. When I arrived, the family physician was pres* 
eut. 

The patient was an Irish woman, 28 years of age, and it 
was her first accouchment. She was a short, thick, and 
what might be called, in common phrase, a chubby woman. 

The attending; physician informed me that he had been 
with her forty-eignt hours, and her pains had been regular, 
pressing, ana severe, and yet no advancement in her labor 
had been ^apparent. 

On examination, I found the head presenting naturally, 
and down within the pelvis. The external pa*ts were pre- 
tematurally dilated, so that I oould easily introduce both 
3 
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bands each side of the head to the neck of the child, thereby 
forming a sufficient hold for all the traction necessary during 
her pains, which were frequent and very severe. 1 assistea 
her for twenty or thirty minutes, with all the traction I 
dared to apply, but without any advancement in the labor. 

Her strength was failing rapidly, and no advancement of 
the head, but the same firm and solid resistance to advance- 
ment continuing, I perceived at once that delivery mu6t be 
effected soon, in order to save the patient. 

I commenced rotating the head within the pelvis until I 
twisted it off and brought it away. 

On further examination, an arm presented, and by the 
same traction I had previously used, the same firm and un- 
yielding resistance remained, though her throes were strong 
and frequent. I then removed the arm by twisting it off at 
the shoulder .joint without difficulty. 

I then introduced my hand and brought down a leg, 
which being secured by an assistant, I succeeded in bringing 
down another, together with the pelvis. I then supposed I 
was, as I remarked to the attending physician, out of the 
tooods , and would soon be through. I was disappointed ; 
for after a powerful throe I found that the same permanent 
resistance continued. 

In the absence of a pain, I introduced my hand, and 
seized another leg and brought it down and secured it as be- 
fore. I then brought down another leg with another pelvis. 

Thus I had four legs and two pelvises in the world. My 
patient much exhausted, I administered cordials and stimu- 
lants, and when sufficiently restored, I succeeded in deliver- 
ing her. 

1 placed the head and arm in their proper places on a 
table-cloth, with the rest of the parts, and it presented one 
of the most interesting specimens of monstrosity I ever saw, 
or have read of ; and I doubt if another case ot the kind is 
on record. Two female children, or foetuses, fully grown, 
perfectly formed, and fully developed in every limb and ex- 
ternal part. Two heads, four arms, a double thorax, one 
common abdomen, two pelvises. External organs all per- 
fectly and fully developed, and equal in both. It weighed 
with the table cloth in which it was bound up, eighteen and 
three-quarter pounds. 

I have seen*many cases of monstrosity of children, or foe- 
tuses, but none that approached the regularity and full de- 
velopment of this in every external organ. Heads, faces, 
and features were perfectly natural, and appeared as if two 
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foil-grown foetuses bad lain crosswise, and to use a mechani- 
cal phrase, had been welded together — the two abdomens in 
one. 

I offered large inducements to the parents, to allow me to 
preserve this most remarkable specimen of monstrosity ; but 
as they were Catholics, no overtures were of any avail, as it 
would in their view be sacrilege, and it mnst be buried in 
eonseorated ground. My principal object in obtaining the 
specimen was to ascertain whether there were two sets of 
abdominal viscera or only one. Professor March, of the 
Albany Medical College, was here a short time after, and I 
related the case to him. He was very desirous of procuring 
the specimen, but it was in the heat of summer, and proba- 
bly decomposition had taken place, and it was abandoned. 

The woman recovered, and has had four children since. — 
Med. and Surg. Reporter. 
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MnBSB8. Editobs. — Permit me gentlemen, through the me- 
dium of your Journal, to lay before the profession the par- 
ticulars of an anomaly, which will doubtless prove interest- 
ing to your readers. 

In the month of (December, 1855, while attending the 
medical lectures of the University of Louisiana, I formed 
the acquaintance of a young gentleman, who was then a 
student in the same school. His character and attainments 
were such as to commend themselves to my admiration, 
which subsequently ripened into friendship and intimacy. 

On one occasion, in a moment of extreme melancholy, 
and under the influence of the confidential relations existing 
between us, he communicated to me, that though not pos- 
sessed of the usual organs, he periodically performed the 
simulated functions of menstruation ; and that this devia- 
tion from the laws of nature, in his person, was not only in- 
explicable, but the source of the most painful and gloomy 
reflections. I enjoyed peculiar opportunities of observation, 
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which wefe faithfully improved. He had been the victim 
of this vicarious function for a period of three years, elimi- 
nating an apparent catamenial secretion, with the same regu- 
larity, and attended tty the same indications by which it is 
characterized in the human female. 

The fluid eluded, flowed from the sebaceous glands of the 
deep fossa behind the corona glandis, and was of a sanguin- 
eous appearance, homogeneous and thick. The quantity of 
this exudation varied from one to two ounces during each 
hemorrhagic period, and the duration of the periods from 
three to six days. The subject was then about twenty-two 
ifears of age, of a lymphatic temperament, and had never 
Deen contaminated by venereal disease. Though not prone 
to the indulgence of lustftil passions, he was not innocent of 
having BOmetimes yielded to their promptings, which were 
especially potent immediately preceding his periodical puri- 
fications. I was made the sole repository of this gentle- 
man’s gloomy secret, and have not been heretofore permitted 
to divulge it ; and even now the injunction of silence is but 
partly removed. 

Medical literature abounds with the recital of strange and 
unaccountable departures from the boundaries, to which Na- 
ture has restricted this and kindred functions. The mam- 
gkmdjm man, though only^fuckiia^tary in structure 
and conformation* has been know^to rival its congener in 
woman, developing lobes, vesicles, excretory ducts, and 
areolar tissue. Its lactiferous function has been perfected, 
under pertain auspices, to such a degree as to yield its pecu- 
liar bbflrishment for an indefinite time. Women have been 
known to menstruate through unusual channel, and at unu- 
sual times — the anus, the mouth, the nose, the ears, ulcerated 
Surfaces, and the very pores of the skin have been made 
tributary to this sexual function. Females have menstru- 
ated during pregnancy, during lactation, in old age, and 
even in the tender years of infancy ; while others, in the 
vigor of life and in robust health have never menstruated 
at all. 

But this case, bo analagous in all its features to the cata- 
menial phenomenon, has no parallel that has fallen under 
my npkioe, and I believe stands alone in point of its wide 
divergeance from Nature. 

Hoping that the subject matter of this paper may awaken 
inquiry, and* perhaps arouse intelligent discussion, or that it 
may elicit the publication of similar phenomena, I have the 
honor toebe, very respectfully, V. O. King, M. D. 
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THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA. . 

The ftnnaal meeting of the Medical Association of GScis 
gia will convene in the city of Griffin, on Wednesday, the 
12th of April. A large attendance of the profession at- the 
approaching session is greatly to be desired, as questions vi- 
tal to the future usefulness of this body, and to tho peon-* 
niary interests of the physicians, particularly of certain sec- 
tions of the State, will be presented for consideration. The 
present position of former master and slave, especially in 
the ootton growing region of the State, has resulted in great 
embarrassment and pecuniary loss to the physician. Their 
attendance is still required upon the frtedmem, but in quite 
the majority of oases, without any assnrance of remunera- 
tion. The question . then naturally . arises, ;what can : the 
physician do to protect hfmsslfl This is an important, mat- 
ter, and one that is exciting considerable discussion in the 
former slave States. As an evidence of the embarrassment 
felt by the profession, and the necessity of some concert of 
action, we will here give some extracts from a letter received 
a short time since, from two intelligent and prominent physi- 
cians of the State: ' n 

* * * * * * 

“ Believing your views' On the questions about to be pro- 
pounded, will have weight' and influence With our medical ' 
community, before whom they will be brought for action, 
we take the liberty of thus addressing you* and requesting : 
your opinion, as follows : 

“ 1st. Is there anything contrary to the letter or spirit of 
the' code of medical ethics, as adopted by the American 
Medical Association, or by the Medical Association of our 
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State, in offering to make contracts with corporations, planta- 
tions, or other bodies of operatives ? Before proceeding fur- 
ther, we wonld say, there has never been any objection, we be- 
lieve, to a physician’s contracting with a corporation, town, 
or city, to do the practice of such body for a given sum. 
But heretofore, when negroes were slaves, and therefore 
property, the master was considered sufficiently interested 
in the well-being of that property to furnish them medical 
attention on his own account. Then it 'was generally agreed 
among physicians that making contracts wns derogatory to 
the dignity of the profession, and injurious to its interests. 
Now, however, that the negro has ceased to be property, 
there are three points of practical interest bearing on the 
question. The farmer master's interest in the health of the 
negro has ceased, except to a very limited extent. The ne- 
gro, as a paid laborer, receives wages insufficient to bny his 
clothing, meet his inconsiderate expenses, and pay in addi- 
tion, his doctor’s bill, from the beginning to the end of the 
year. If the negro dies before the expiration of the second 
or third month, after a long illness/ the employer has no as- 
sets in his hand to pay for his medical attention. At the 
end of the year it will often be frund that the negro has 
drawn his wages up to date, and has nothing left to pay bis 
doctor’s bill. These are not supposed cases ; they have oc- 
curred to us in several instances. This subject was brought 
before the Medical Society of this town, in January, 1866 , 
and it was thought best not to change the established custom . 
in this particular, but to hold the planter personally respon- 
sible for any bill contracted on his plantation, and a notice 
to that effect was published in the newspaper. The result 
of the last year’s experience has shown the entire insuffi* 
ciency of this plan. In but few instances were physicians 
able to collect their bills, and, in many cases, lost them alto- 
gether, the planters declaring that the negroes were in their 
debt, etc. On the other hand, planters are willing and anx- 
ious, at the beginning of the year to make contracts for their 
freedmen, and assess each one his pro rata tot the doctor’s 
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bill. Under such an arrangement, they are willing to be- 
come personally responsible for the amount of the contract. 
The negroes, too, are generally willing, and anxious to make 
an arrangement by which they are assured of medical atten- 
tion daring the year, for a sum easily within their power to 
psy, no matter how much sickness they have in their family. 
It seems to us that the experience of last year should teach 
the physician the importance of making some arrangement 
by which he will certainly receive some compensation for 
his services, instead of risking his whole year’s labor for 
nothing. We ask, then, in view of the above facts : 

“2d. Supposing the system of contracting be contrary 
to the letter or spirit of the code of medical ethics,, would 
not any physician, or physicians be justifiable in disregard- 
ing it in that particular ?” 

While there is nothing in the letter or spirit of the code 
of ethics of the American Medical Association, which, if 
*e mistake not, has, without change, been adopted by the 
Hedieal Association of Georgia, against contracts of any 
kind, still the great body of the profession has ever, and we 
think justly, condemned any system of contracting, other 
than that of a Federal, Stpte, or municipal character. 

But the great straggle for our independence, through 
which we have just passed, has resulted in a complete revo- 
lution of our social and political status. We must meet 
promptly the requirements of our changed condition, and 
in doing that, should adopt such a course that will result in 
the greatest good to all. The freedman still requires the at- 
tention of the physician. It is greatly to the interest of the 
planter that the laborer receive prompt and efficient medi- 
cal attention. The physician, upon his part, must have 
wme guarantee of remuneration, else he will be forced to leave 
his location, or abandon his profession. This will certainly 
he the result in those rich cotton distriots, where, perhaps, 
throe-fourths of the population are freedmen. The plan to 
he pursued in this changed condition, for the protection of 
the profession, is a question upon which there appears to 
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be quite a diversity of opinion. The Southern Medical and 
Surgical Journal is decidedly in favor of the contract sys- 
tera. It says : u It is plain that the contract system is the 
only one now practicable, fojrggeneral purposes, and it be- 
hooves the profession to adopt sotne uniform seale of chargee 
which will secure general support. If the physicians of 
each neighborhood are left to such desultory plans as each 
may see proper to adopt, the result will be continued dissat- 
isfaction to all parties. If a uniform system prevails, each 
county will soon be mapped out into practicing districts, in- 
cluded in a radius of five or eight miles, thereby, securing 
a fair distribution of the labor and gain, and equalizing in- 
comes. We have been in communication with physicians 
m different parts of the State, and find a general testimony 
borne to the value and practicability of the contract system^ 
the terms being fixed by the distance and number of la- 
borers.” 

The Richmond Medical Journal objects to the contract 
system, and offers the opinion that the mass of the profes- 
sion would, at present, as strenuously oppose the contract 
system as heretofore. In lieu of this plan of adjustment, 
this valuable Journal suggests the following as likely to give 
the requisite protection to all interested. 

“The following plan will, it ia believed, be entirely satis- 
factory to all interested. In all sections of country, the em- 
ployers of laborers are enabled, either by experience, or in- 
quiry, to determine what, in a series of years, would be the 
average yearly cost of medical attendance, for a given num- 
ber of employees. Of course the sum would vary propor- 
tionately with the latitudinal and local causes of disease, 
with the character- of the laborer, etc. There would* how- 
ever, be no difficulty in determining the probable sum neces- 
sary at each locality. This amount being approximately 
fixed ' For the year or month, it would be then necessary to 
provide for its payment, by a pro rata weekly or monthly 
deductidn from the wages of all employed* This aggregate 
deduction would constitute a fund for the payment of the 
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medical attendant or attendants; each employee being, 
justly, allowed to decide the important matter for himself, 
and to select the physician most acceptable to himself or 
family. Each practitioner should present his ^ill for service 
actually rendered, this bill being strictly in accordance with 
tie provisions of the appropriate city, village, or county 
fee-bill. At the close of each month, any unexpected bal- 
ance of the fund should either be refunded* to the employee 
or placed to his credit, for the next month, or quarter, as 
may be mutually acceptable. If the fond be insufficient, it 
should be temporarily increased. For securing entire satis- 
faction, the accounts in connection with this fund, should, 
by agreement, be subject to the inspection of all interested.’* 

This would certainly be the most equitable adjustment of 
the difficulty ; and, if it could be carried out in good faith, 
would be the very best plan. But we have our fears of its 
practicability. 

We candidly admit that we are not yet satisfied as to the 
beat plan of adj natmen t There are three parties concerned ; 
and we must, as far as practicable, make it satisfactory to 
all interested. If nothing better than the contract system 
is found practicable, for the protection of the praotitioner, 
we would eertainly favor that plan of adjustment 

But, as there is some conflict of opinion, and as all, we 
feel confident, are willing to do for the best, it is desirable 
that the profession, at least, in the sections of the State most 
interested, confer with each other, and with the planters, or 
contractors with whom they are in daily contact, and by 
delegates, or in mass, meet the profession at the approaching 
teanoo of the Association, prepared to give all the informa- 
tun, that some action may be had which will for ever settle 
fids vexed question. 

By the following resolution, adopted at the last meeting 
of die Association, it will be seen that, at the approaching 
•wrioa, action, in regard to a change of oneof the prominent 
features of the body, will be had : 

“ Enoivedi That the permanent location of the Association 
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at some suitable place, in the opinion of this meeting, is 
called for by its highest interests ; and that in view of 6aid 
interests, we do invite and call npon its members in every 
portion of th| State, to meet with ns at oar next annual 
meeting, and settle definitely- this question.” 

We feel that this is an important question, and one that 
will have much to do with the future usefulness of the As- 
sociation. Before action is taken, either for or against the 
permanent location of this organization, it is desirable that 
the question be canvassed in the auxiliary societies of the 
State, and where they do not exist, among the individual 
members of the profession, so that delegates and members 
may come prepared to represent the wishes of the profession. 

One otl^er question of equal importance to the above, was 
before the Association for action at its last meeting, the con- 
sideration of which was deferred until the approaching ses- 
sion. 

We have reference to the proposed change of the consti- 
tution in regard to membership. The constitution, as it now 
stands, permits to membership licentiates in good standing 
in the profession. The change proposed is to exclude i all, 
without any reference to scientific attainment, standing in 
the profession, or other qualifications, from membership in 
the Association, unless they have a diploma from some ac- 
credited medical school. 

As a number of the members of the . Association, and 
heretofore, some of the most zealous and scientific, belong 
to that class that it is hereafter proposed to exclude, and as 
the change proposed would necessarily require a change in 
the letter and spirit of the code of ethics of the American 
Medical Association, as adopted by this Association, we 
hope the change will not be made. There are many reasons, 
in our opinion, why this feature of the constitution should 
not be changed ; but, as it is simply our object to call the 
attention of the profession to the Contemplated action, we 
will not pursue the subject further. 
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We would again urge the great importance, both to the 
Association and to the profession, of a full attendance. Let 
none stay away for the reason that they are not members, 
is all physicians in good standing will, at once, be admitted 
to membership, apd a participation in the deliberations of 
the Association. 


Viburnum Prunifolium . — (Black Haw.) 

In the November nnmber of this Journal Dr. D. L. Phares, 
of Newtonia, Mississippi, in an article headed “ Lines on 
Indiginons Medicinal Plants,” calls attention to the medi- 
cinal properties of the Black Haw. 

We are again induced to call the attention of the profes- 
sion to this comparatively new medicinal agent, that we 
may give our evidence as further proof of the favorable 
results claimed for it Dr. Phares regards the Viburnum 
as a nervine, antispasmodie, astringent, diuretic, and tonic. 
He contends that in the nervous disorders incident to 
pregnancy and uterine troubles, such as cramps, palpita- 
tions, spasms, etc., it is a valuable remedy. He adds, 
“that it is particularly valuable in preventing abortion and 
msoarriage, whether habitual or otherwise ; whether threat- 
ened from accidental cause, dr criminal drugging .” 

Within the past few weeks wp have given the above 
remedy in two cases Of threatened miscarriage, and in 
both with the most satisfactory results. The first case in 
whieh we administered it, was that of an exceedingly deli- 
cate lady, who, fourteen months previously, had miscarried 
between,the fifth and sixth month. For a week or more 
preceding the administration of this agent, we had perse- 
vered in the usual remedies for threatened miscarriage, with- 
out accomplishing more than the mitigation of the pains. 
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For twenty-four hours before the use of the Viburnum, it 
required from one to two teaspoonsfull of the tincture of 
opium, every six or eight hours, to control the pains. In 
six hours after the first dose of the Viburnum, the pains 
were entirely arrested. As an evidence that the cessation 
was due to this agent, and not a mere coincidence, the in- 
fusion of Viburnum, through mistake, was suspended, with 
a return of the pains, which were again arrested by resum- 
ing the remedy. Anodynes, which were required in such 
large doses, before the administration of this new agent, 
have not been necessary since its use. The case, in every 
particular, is progressing favorably. 

The second case, was a lady in her eighth month of 
pregnancy, who, for a week or ten days had been suf- 
fering occasional pains, with constant pain in the lum- 
bar region, and cramps in the lower extremities, etc. 
Anodynes were administered, and sinapisms applied to 
the spine, with only temporary benefit; the pain and 
other troubles returning as soon as the effect of the reme- 
dies subsided. In this condition, the infusion of Vibur- 
num was given, which promptly relieved all the trouble. 
She continues to take the remedy three times a day, and is 
progressing favorably. Another case similar to the last 
mentioned, with the addition of neuralgia of the face, was 
reported to me to-day, by a physician of the city, which was 
promptly relieved by the infusion of Viburnum. 

The form in which we have used the Viburnum has been 
the infusion, or decoction of the bark. If the symptoms 
are urgent, we give from one to two ounces every two or 
three hours, until the pain is relieved, then lessen the dose, 
and lengthen the interval according to circumstances. As 
a preventive, we give an ounce of the infusion, three or 
four times a day. 
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CORRECTIONS. 

In the article u Medical Formula,”, by Dr. D. W. Ham- 
mond, published in the February number of this Journal, 
we, by request, make the following corrections : In recipe 
No. 2, for “recurring intermittents,” the quantity of Fow- 
ler’s solution of arsenic is one drachm, instead of one ounce. 
In recipe No. 22, “ calcanthus ” should be “ calycanthus.” 


REVIEWS AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


An Index of Diseases and their Treatment . By Thomas 
Ha wees Tanner, M. D., F. L. S., member of the Royal 
College of Physicians at Philadelphia. Lindsay & Black- 
instone, 1865. 

This is an excellent work, and one that the active practi- 
tioner will find a most valuable addition to his library. 

The author’s description of the character, symptoms, and 
treatment of the diseases discussed, is concise and compre- 
hensive. The great object of the volume is to facilitate the 
daily work of the practitioner. Every active practitioner 
should have this little volume. 


A Handy-Book of Ophthalmic Surgery , for the use of Pray 
titioners . By John Z. Lawrence, F. R. C. S., M. B. (Univ. 
London) Surgeon to the Ophthalmic Hospital, etc., etc., 
and Robert C. Moore, House Surgeon to the Ophthalmic 
Hospital, Southwark ; with numerous illustrations. Phil- 
adelphia: Henry C. Lea. 1867. 

To those who desire to keep pace with the rapid and won- 
derful improvements in Ophthalmic Surgery, and have no 
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time to read the ponderous contributions to this department 
of our science, would do well to procure this work. The 
author says : “ In writing these pages, it has been our aim 
to bring the principles and practice of Ophthalmic Surgery 
within a small compass, to supply the wants of the busy 
practitioner, who may have neither time nor opportunity to 
read the innumerable contributions that Ophthalmic Sur- 
gery and Science have received within the last fifteen years.” 

We have read this little volume with great pleasure, and 
could not be induced, tor thrice the published price, to be 
without it. 

There are several other publications received, but as we 
have not had the leisure to look through them, we will de- 
fer any notice until our next issue. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

In consequence of the extreme illness, for the past ten 
weeks, of the senior editor of our Journal, who has in charge 
the financial department, there has been no recognition of 
scb8criptions received. 

But, as we are happy to be able to state that he is rapidly 
recovering, receipts for moneys received for some months 
past will appear in the next number of the Journal. And 
in this connection, permit us to urge opon those who are in 
arrears to send at once, by letter or express, at our ride, 
their subscriptions for the last volume. It is a small amount 
to each individual subscriber, but the aggregate is extremely 
bnrthensome to us. Let each subscriber, then, make some 
sacrifice, if necessary, and send the amount due us ; for we 
* have made many, during the past year, in sending out die 
Journal. 
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Sudden Death in a Dentists Office. 

Last week Edmund Kerosin, a young man 23 years old, 
entered the office of Dr. Ralph Lee, a dentist of this city, 
to have a tooth extracted. Ansesthesia was produced by ni- 
trous oxyd gas, a cork having been placed between the teeth 
to keep the mouth open. As the tooth was extracted, we 
understand, it slipped from the forceps, and, with the cork, 
was drawn into tne mouth. The tooth was subsequently 
thrown from the stomach, but the cork — which does not 
seem to have been missed — entered the larynx, and by its 
presence there caused suffocation and death in an hour. A 
post mortem revealed the presence of the cork in the larynx, 
and the cause of death. This case and its lamentable result 
should serve as a caution to those who employ such adjuncts 
in the dental laboratory, and the physician who may be sud- 
denly summoned to patients in a dentist’s office, should bear 
in mind the possibility of an accident like this, and be pre- 
pared to open the larynx, if need be, which, in this instance, 
would, in all probability, have given instant relief, and saved 
the life of the young man. — Phil. Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


What is Cod-Liver Oil t 


The Bridgewater Gazette, a New England journal, says 
that a physician in that place was recently called to pre- 
scribe for a somewhat illiterate old lady, and as cod-liver 
oil, in his opinion, was the remedy for her complaint, he 
wrote a prescription for the apothecary to put up, with the 
Latin formula, “ 01. Jec. Ass.,” being an abbreviation of 
“oleum jecoris asselli,” or in plain English, cod liver oil. 
The Aedicine was procured, taken, and in a few weeks the 
lady completely recovered her health. A neighbor paid her 
a visit alter her recovery, and, expressing surprise at her 
improved condition, inquired the secret ot 60 rapid a resto- 
ration. “ Why,” said the old lady, lifting botn hands in 
grateful enthusiasm, “ it was that leavtiful medicine, the 
oH of Jackass, that brought me on my feet again I” 
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ARTICLE I. 

An Address delivered at the last meeting of the Medical As- 
sociation of Georgia. By this late President, Dr. J. T. 
Banks, on retiring from the Chair. (Furnished for publi- 
cation by request of the Association.) 

Gentlemen of the Medical Association of Georgia. 

The time has arrived for me to return to you my sincere 
thanks for the honor you bestowed upon me at our last meet- 
ing, in electing me your presiding officer. This honor I 
have never regarded in a selfish light : it was not bestowed 
because of any special excellence or merit, but as a reward 
for my professional devotion, and my constancy to the inter- 
est of this Association. ; 

In 1860, this Association held its annual meeting in the 
City of Rome, and bestowed its highest honor on our piuch 
esteemed and able brother, Dr. Hayden Coe, who, in the 
wisdom of God, has been taken from our Association, and 
placed beyond the reach of earth’s fading honors, to reap 
his endless reward at the bar of the high Court of Jehovah. 
In our Association his death is painfully felt, having arrived 
at that period in life, when long years of labor and study 
were fast ripening into lessons of wisdom. 
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Then, Georgia was in the sisterhood of States that formed 
the once glorious American Union, and our Association an- 
nually represented in the American Medical Association. 
But, ere we met again, a combination of causes, grievous and 
unendurable, and dating far back in our history for origin, 
had culminated in, as we most earnestly desired and believed, 
a final separation. But, alas, how fallacious were our calcu- 
lations I naught but problems in error awaiting the cycle of 
time for solution. 

When last we met, it was in the beginning of a new era — 
one in which we painted ourselves in scenes of peace and 
happiness, in a harvest of plenty, in a confederacy of States 
independent and prosperous, and able to bear our great sin 
of slavery , over which puritanical New England had been 
weeping so long because of association. We saw ourselves 
in a prosperous future, seated beneath our own vine and fig 
tree, where none dared molest, or make us afraid. In the 
language of an imprisoned Confederate soldier, 

“ Fair as were our visions I Oh they were as grand 
As ever floated out of Fancy land ; 

Children we in single faith, — 

But God-like children, whom, nor death, 

Nor threat, nor danger drove from honor’s path.” 

For four long eventful and historic years, we carried the 
olive branch in one hand, and the sword in the other. Forced 
to fight for our existence and independence, after making 
honorable overtures, and asking to be let alone to bear our 
own burden, and to reap the rewards of our own labor, I 
now feel a clear conscience in the sight of God, that the 
blood of millions cry not aloud at our door. 

As I before remarked, our last meeting was in the begin- 
ning of a new era. Georgia, in her sovereign capacity, had, 
for good and sufficient cause, withdrawn her voluntary co- 
partnership with the Federal government, and with other 
sister States that had acted likewise, formed for themselves 
a new government. Under its segis, our Association, by 
resolution, invited the State Medical Organizations within 
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the limits of the Confederate States, to consider with us the 
propriety of organizing a Southern Medical Association ; 
but ere this invitation could be acted upon, or this Associa- 
tion meet again, our fair land was deluged in blood, and our 
professional services called from their peaceful labors in the 
fields of science, to the more dazzling work of the gory field. 

But may it be that the God of War lias drank to fullness 
of the gory bowl, that peace may spread her nestling wing 
again over our oppressed and ruined people, guarding and 
protecting them against the ruthless hand of a fanatical ty- 
ranny they so earnestly sought to escape, and ye vivify the 
feeble germ of liberty, life, and hope, that it may again 
grow in prosperty and power I We must again buckle on 
our armour, and, as honorable contestants, enter the fields of 
Medical science. These fields are daily extending as science 
progresses, and are equally inviting and ^productive now as 
when Sydenham, the great father of English Medicine, la- 
bored therein. They are the same fields that the jewels of 
our profession have labored in, from the dawn of science 
until the present time. Let ns, with the same self-sacrificing 
industry, continue the good work. Let wisdom, guided by 
observation, handle the pruning knife. Let the bold experi- 
menter engraft in fruitless trees the improvements and the 
inventions of genius ; and let philosophic investigation and 
inductive reasoning fertilize the soil. 

To do this work, we must have harmony and concert of 
action. To have these, requires the faithfx&perf'ormanoe of 
our duties to our patients, our profession, and the public. 
Perform these duties, dismantled of selfishness, in a spirit of 
liberality, governed by the principles of honor, and actu- 
ated by a proper appreciation of our profession, and no pen 
can write our merited eulogy. These duties are plainly 
taught iu our Code of Ethics, and every member of this As- 
sociation is pledged in honor to confofm to these rules, as far 
as possible. To be ignorant of them, or to violate them for 
adfish purposes, is to trifle with our plighted honor. , I am 
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aware, that, in our present state of Medical Science, and the 
ignorance of the public of our professional acquirements, an 
exact technical conformity with the demands of our Code is 
impossible. But imperfection is no license to error i it should 
serve as a healthy stimulus in our efforts to attain a higher 
standard of professional excellence. 

The study of our cases, for their professional interest, 
is evidence to all observers of an hopesty of purpose, self* 
reliance in our profession, and a sincere desire for its ad- 
vancement upon true scientific principles. It will elevate 
it in the estimation of observers above the paltry consider- 
ation of dollars and cents, showing one significant and no 
less commendable difference between theisms and deceptions 
of the day, and true legitimate medicine. 

“There is no profession, from the members of which 
greater purity of character and a higher standard of moral 
excellence are required than the medical.”. To attain the 
highest standard of moral and professional excellence attain- 
able, should be the ambition of every doctor. So often have 
we heard our profession charged with corruption, and though 
satisfied that this charge is in the main without foundation, 
yet I am pained to admit that it is sometimes true. The 
cry of disease and danger are sounded in the ear of the con- 
fiding : a system of medication is at once adopted* long, te- 
dious, and confining, only to terminate when an enormous 
bill can be plausibly exacted. 

Such thievish malevolence can not be too Severly punished, 
and when detected, should be made an object of public 
scorn. But we should be slow in believing the many reports 
and accusations against our professional brothers that come 
wafted on the breeze of public gossip. Many, very many, 
of them are false ; they would pull down the reputation of 
one, while they endeavor to flatter the vanity of another, 
that the spawner of theflie may profit by it. Over them let 
us spread the mantle of charity ; pity, rather than censure 
them : they know not what they do. Daily they refuse the 
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services of honest scientific physicians, and encourage^ by 
their patronage the veriest quacks and boastful pretenders, 
until taught by piercing pain, and empty purses, in the 
school of experience, their sad mistake. 

Of the scientific claims of physicians, it is unfortunate 
that the people, the party most interested, are, in the main, 
incompetent to decide ; and therefore it is of vital importance 
to them that our profession should be well informed, and 
honest in practice. But say many, you doctors differ so 
much we cannot tell who is right, or who is wrong! If 
scientific doctors differ, so do lawyers, divines, statesmen, 
warriors, civilians — all ! Doctors disagree, and in the very 
nature of things must continue to do so, as long as it is the 
lot of man to work out his own temporal destiny. When the 
diversified interest of man is harmonized — when the bond 
of brotherly love shall enclose the family of man with our 
interest and our destiny — then, and not till then, will these 
differences be no more. But should scientific medicine be 
rejected because doctors differ? If so, reject the gathered 
harvest because agriculturists differ ; reject all forms of gov- 
ernment because statesmen differ ; yea! reject the Bible, the 
revealed will of God, because divines differ ; reject it because 
more than a thousand different religious sects found their 
faith in its teachings — each claiming for itself the high pre 
rogative of being the only true church. 

But how is true - scientific medicine to be known ? As a 
tree is known by its fruit, so is true scientifiic medicine 
known by the results of its labor. As a general rule is re- 
cognized and strengthened by the few exceptions which pre- 
sent its universal application, so is the tree of true scientific 
medicine known by the puny off-shoots of its own defects* 
It is known by the field in which its labors are found. It is 
not bounded by the limits of the vegetable or mineral king- 
doms, but is co-extensive with the explorations of science. 
It is not limited to the exclusive use of water, either cold or 
hot Its devotees worship at the shrine of *no theoretical 
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dogma, no “ simUia dmttebw <mratytur 9 ” n or the opposite of 
“ contraria contrarius curantur” can fix a boundery to its 
labor, or limit its usefulness. It is known as the heir of the 
accumulated medical knowledge of all nations. And lastly, 
it is known by the simple yet ancient title of its followers ; 
viz, Doctws . Here let me caution our thoughtless brothers 
against the disingenuous effort being made by the isms and 
pathies of the day, to force upon us an additional qualifying 
title. This is the more necessary because a few ignorant or 
inadvertent admissions have aided our enemies in directing 
the public mind into the error, that we, too, practice a system 
of exclusivisra. That because a few became prejudiced 
against some potent mineral medicine, (resulting from mis- 
application, or abusive use) apd founded a system of med- 
ication limited to the use of vegetables, and calling them- 
selves Botanies, we must of course, be distinguished, be 
called mineral doctors, and be opposed to the use of their 
more favorite remedies ; or, because a few, calling themselves 
Hydropathics, and limiting their medical information and 
application to the exclusive use of water, that we must be 
opposed to*its use, and ignorant of its application ; or, that 
because the adoption of, fancifpl theoretical dogma of the 
Homeopathist, of like curing like, we of course must adopt 
the contrary system, and be Allopathist, a term applied to us 
by the Homeopathist, and now through the improper admis- 
sion and use of the term by some of our profession, our dis- 
tinguishing title in the common literature of the coun- 
try. This is all wrong: it places us in a false light before the 
public. We are not, and never have beeivexclusionist. True 
scientific medicine knows no other title for Us Alumnus hit 
that of Doctor . 

The history of Medicine teaches that for years and years 
its leading spirits were the advocates of erroneous theories ; 
but the age of inductive philosophy in which Jwe live, has 
by a different and more correct mode of reasoning, disposed 
of them, to be known no more but in history. This is an 
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era of scientific progress — an era in which the science of 
treatment of diseases has made more progress than any of 
the so-called learned professions. This can be the better un- 
derstood, when it is known that the rapid improvements and 
developments in Natural science tend more directly to the 
advancement of our profession than any other. Physics and 
Chemistry are now the handmaids of Medicine. Practice, 
that a few years ago was empirical, is now national and sci- 
entific. The Ohemical analysis of the fluids of the body, in 
health and disease, often enables the scientific physician to 
prescribe, with almost a mathematical certainty, the needful 
remedies. The closeted Chemist of France, Germany, or 
of any other government, makes a discovery, and it is at 
once heralded to the limitB of civilization, and applied by 
our prefession for the benefit of all. Scientific Medicine is 
the common property of the Medical students of all nations. 
As our government advances in medical lore, so is the path- 
way of Medicine illuminated in every other. Our body modi' 
cal extending to the limits of civilization, and having, and 
tolerating no medical arcana, but laboring as a band of bro- 
thers, wherever found, for the same noble and philanthropic 
purpose, gives us, by this united and cooperative labor, a 
great advantage in progress over other professions, and 
makes it, to every thoughtful observer, an obj eot of admiration. 

This Association has been called, that we may again labor 
together in the fields of science, and continue to elevate the 
science of Medicine in the estimation and admiration of the 
observing publie. Our annual meetings afford us recreation 
from our arduous labor, and are alike convivial and instruc- 
tive. Here, each one adds his mite oh the altar of our pro- 
fession for the common good. Here, we are, by association, 
merged into the profession, making our action the action of 
the profession. Then let ns smooth down the asperities which 
we naturally engendered, even in honorable competition, 
and in our action know nothing but our profession, its inter- 
estand advancement . 
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In addition to Essays, Reports, and Communications, a 
few important anbjects should engage our attention at this 
meeting. The new feature adopted at our last meeting, of 
awarding prizes for Essays, should, in my opinion, be Con- 
tinued. The importance of a law requiring and regulating 
tha registration of births, vaccination, marriage, and deaths, 
should continue to be urged upon the consideration of our 
law-making power. These subjects require no argument at 
my hands to enlist yonr interest. 

The propriety of locating onr Association at some con- 
venient, accessible, and commodious place,’ is a question 
that* was postponed for further consideration at our last 
meeting, and claims your attention at this. Let ns meet 
this subject in a spirit of fairness, liberality, and com- 
promise, looking alone to the interest of the Association. 
In. .my opinion, itis of paramount importance to the Asso- 
ciation that it be located. If you wish to build up a pro- 
tessional reputation for Georgia, this is the channel in 
which to labor. It will soon inspirit a commendable 
Medico-State pride that will gather together an extensive 
Library and interesting Museum. There we can deposit onr 
private collections without favoritism, and feel that we are 
not only adding to, and advancing the claims and usefulness 
of our science, but we are also recording our names in' the 
history of Medicine, to live in praise of our industry and 
professional devotion when all else may be forgotten in death. 

In conclusion, permit me to commend to yonr faithful care 
the. interest of onr Association, and through it onr rwtHe pro- 
fession. Noble, because of onr exalted mission. It is in the 
fulfillment of our mission — the highest and nobleBt work of 
man — that man, made in the image of his God, approxi- 
mates nearest the attributes of a God. * What picture of bu- 
siness life can excell that of the true, faithful, scientific 
physician 1 Yiew him in faithful performance of his duties, 
countless of cost, and regardless of danger! Disease may > 
palsy his limbs and pale his cheeks ; but fear never. 
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ARTICLE II. 

Pathology and Treatment of MiUMohness. By W. B. Mil- 
lkr, M. D., of Calhoun, Ky. 

We have no positive knowledge of the exeiting cause of 
this disease. Medical talent has exhausted the field of con- 
jecture, and left nothing new to advance, except an un- 
doubted solution of the problem. 

Some have found this protean entity in various produc- 
tions of the vegetable kingdom — generally in the class of 
acro-narcotic poisons ; but are met with the objection, that 
tbe habits of the vegetable flora are different — occupying 
extensive ranges of country, while the disease in question 
prevails in areas, limited and sharply defined. In other 
words, that the effect, milk-sickness, should be coSqual with 
the cause, vegetable poison. Others find this ignis fatuus in 
» marsh, and insist upon its miasmatic origin, in as much as 
it is most prevalent in the miasmatic season, and is attended 
with gastric and hepatie lesion, in common with paludal af- 
fections ; but this view is liable to the fatal objection, that a 
large majority of the cases of milk-sickness are destitute of 
the sign and seal of marsh poison — periodicity. Another 
darn derive the cause from mineral strata, alleging, with ap- 
parent plausibility, that the geological distribution of cer- 
tain mineral poisons corresponds with the geographical range 
of milk-sickness ; that the pathological phenomena of slow min* 
axl poison are so nearly analogous to those of the so-called 
milk-sickness, as to point 'directly to a common origin. To 
the last, the reply is, that geological and geographical con- 
currence, if established, might have no relation as cause and 
effect, and that their analogy is too discrepant to pass for 

The pathological history and therapeutic treatment of the 
iireage offers a more hopeful and profitable field of investi- 
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gation ; at least, we are not left to the total darkness of blind 
hypothesis, but have some established facts upon which to 
base theory, and from which to deduce practice. 

Dr. J. M. Johnson, in an able and elaborate article, pub- 
lished in this Journal, has given so graphic a delineation of 
the disease, that it would be useless reiteration to recapitulate 
the symptoms. 

All observers agree that, in the incubative stage, the char- 
acteristic symptoms are nervous and muscular debility. In 
the primary stage of full development, we have augmented 
derangement of nervous and muscular function. At this 
period, I have rarely found evidence of organic lesion ; and 
I think the subsequent symptoms which pertain to this af- 
fection, per 8e, may, without violence, be ascribed to local 
suppression of nerve power. In. other words, paralysis of 
the small intestines is the center around which revolve the 
varied phenomena of the disease. 

We invariably find the small bowels torpid: indeed, so 
utterly deficient in excitability, that they fail to respond to 
the powerful stimulous of acrid purgatives ; and so destitute 
of tone, that they speedily become distended with their fecal 
and gaseous contents. That the cerebro-spinal and vascular 
systems are only secondarily involved, is manifest from their 
comparatively slight degree of disturbance, except, indeed, 
in the ultimate Btage of severe cases for which the toxical 
properties of the blood derived from absorption, deficient 
depuration, and perhaps occasional complicity of the disease 
with marsh poison, may, in part, account. 

The concentrated influence of the poison upon the small 
bowels is probably because the stomach and duodnum being 
capacious, and frequently washed with draughts of water, to 
allay attending thirst, the poison mixed with glutinous mat- 
ter. is swept ioto the intestines, where it is liable to lodge 
and accumulate, in consequence of their small caliber and 
tortuous position. 

The virus being in immediate contact with sympathetic 
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nerve capillaries while exercising a direct influence in lessen- 
ing the muscular irritability and tone of the bowel, reflects 
its sedative effects upon the corresponding nerve center, di- 
minishing its capacity for the reception or conveyance of 
impressions. The reverse of this condition obtains in the 
superior portion of die intestinal tube, evidenced by gastric 
irritation, augmented mucus, and biliary secretions, and ex- 
cessive emesis — illustrating a physio-pathological law — that 
suppressed function is followed by vicarious effort at com- 
pensation. Warned by the sentinal nerves, still competent 
for ihe duty, the stomach and duodenam are goaded to pow- 
erful and spasmodic effort for casting out the offending cause. 

An orgasm in the stomach and duodenam that is suffi- 
cient to prodnce musctjlar contraction to the extent of pro- 
longed and severe vomitive effort, Bhould be ample to pro. 
duce stricture in the more sensitive and contracted volvular 
aperture, at the inferior orifice of the duodenam ; and, accord- 
ingly, we so find it to a degree that occasionally precludes 
the passage of even bland fluids to say nothing of acrid in- 
gesta. The rectum and sphincter ani receiving their supply 
horn the cerebro spinal system retain more of their normal 
condition. The. superior and inferior parts of the alimentary 
canal may be compared to positive and negative electric 
poles, and the intervening poison to the non-conducting sub- 
stance that bars equilibrium. The small bowels, containing 
the poison, may be likned to a closed sac, tyed at one ex- 
tremity by stricture, and at the other by torpor. 

The mucus lining of the intestinal tube receives its nerves 
almost exclusively from the ganglionic system ; and since the 
intestinal ganglia do not yield the nervous supply necessary 
for the intestinal contraction, except by their centripetal 
nerves through stimuli of substances in the intestinal canal 
(Gross,) our remedies should be applied accordingly. It is 
clear, however, that, before we can obtain access to the point 
of invasion, we must allay gastric erethism and duodenal 
stricture. This we may accomplish by counter irritation 
end the internal or endermic administration of Morphia. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



60 Original Oommvmoalions. 

The next disderatum is a stimulant cathartic of special 
nerve affinity, and of sufficient energy not only to vanquish 
the specific inertia induced by milk-poison, but to excite the 
.bowels to vigorous effort for the prompt expulsion of the 
morbific cause. 

The Oil of Turpentine, in the combination recommended 
by Dr. Johnson, to wit: — Vcn Turpentine, Castor Oil, and 
Comp. Spts. Lavender, fills the indications precedent, and 
hence its remarkable efficacy in the treatment of the disease. 

My own clinical experience for twenty years, and that of 
my father and preceptor, Dr. W. Miller, for a much longer 
period, fully coincides with Dr. Johnson’S report of its reme- 
dial powers. I have rarely had occasion to resort to any 
other agent for its successful treatment. When called to 
advanced cases, where the vital powers were rapidly sinking, 
in connection with the above remedy, 1 have used actively 
the diffuseble stimuli, with Quinia, Strychnia, and suitable 
aliment to render permanent advantages thus obtained. The 
calorific function in this, as in nearly all other cases of poi- 
soning, is remarkably modified, and must be sedulously 
guarded and assisted, when requisite by artificial means. 

A majority of practitioners in this section rely upon opi- 
ates, stimulants, and the persevering UBe pf alkaline efferves- 
cing salts, in the treatment of milk-sickness. 1 have never 
tested this treatment, but with my pathological views, can 
readily credit the report of its general success. Opium, in 
allaying spasm, arrests the regurgitive current of bile through 
the stomach and sesophigus, and returns it to its natural 
channel. Bile is a peculiar and appropriate intestinal stim- 
ulant, distilled for that purpose from natures alembic, and 
acting in conjunction with alcoholic reinforcement, arouses 
intestinal sensibility, while the purgative property of the 
salts completes the curative movement by aiding in the ex- 
pulsion of the poison. 

It is probable that alkalies, having numerous chemical 
affinities, may enter into a more or- less antidotal combina- 
tion with the poison. AH know that acids, whioh are al- 
ways in excess in effervescing mixtures, have been recom- 
mended by high authority, and used with undoubted success, 
as a prophylactic to lead poison. 
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ARTICLE III. 

Trismus Nasctntium. By Jno. M. Langhorn, Jf. D., of 
Uniontown, Ala. 

Db. J. M. Johkson’s remarks, introductory to an ar- 
ticle on the diet of infante* by Dr. Cummings, that “ were 
mothers to bold their infante by the heels occasionally, 
in imitation of the position occupied by the foetus tor 
some months prior to its birth, many cases of Trismus 
Nascentium might be prevented,” suggests to me the en- 
quiry, whether, in the altered circumstances of the case 
after birth, there is not ample compensation for the lost 
effect of gravity merely, in the festal state, to be found in * 
the stimulating effect of oxygen entering the lungs of the 
newly born infant, notwithstanding the fact, which is un- 
questionable, that the more general distribution of the blood, 
especially in the direction of the lungs, does abstract the 
stimulus of mechanical pressure from the brain. But is not 
this more likely to produce syncope than trismus? Amongst 
the various opinions concerning the cause of trismus nascen- 
tium, whether from the shock caused by violeht protracted 
pressure during parturition, or from the dorsal decubitus of 
the infant, practiced by many mothers, (negroes especially) 
supposed to produce cerebral irritation from the overlapping 
of the parietal bones, or the congenital obstruction of the duc- 
tus communis, resulting in the jaundiced condition which is 
commonly met with. I am inclined to the opinion, that 
none of these explain the true cause of the disease; as we 
have in puerperal mania and phrenitis and meningetis, exam- 
ples of kindred affections to the* former, whilst we have in 
hepatitis an example of the latter. But in none of these af- 
fections do we witness the symptoms of trismus nascentium. 
But we have a source as constant as the multiplied millions 
that are ushered into life, whence may legitimately arise the 
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disease in question. I refer to the umbilicus. Here is, at 
birth, an aperture for the accommodation of the foetal ves- 
sels, which must be closed by the contraction of its marginal 
bandage to a focus ; more or less constrictory force ib en- 
gaged, according to the presence or absence of inflammation 
during the process of closing and cicatrization ; the navel is 
always more sensitive even in health than the surrounding 
parts. Now, we may find here circumstances singularly op- 
posite to the cause of traumatic affections. A mechanical 
cause operating upon a highly sensitive aponeurotic (in its 
literal sense) center, similar in its effect and operation to 
that of a foreign body, in contact with a nerve, invariably 
associated with symptoms of inflammation of the umbilicus 
at first, which may disappear for the most part upon cica- 
trization, to be^propagated to the peritoneum, and thence to 
intestines and liver, resulting in grave disturbance of the 
functions of the latter. 

We find trismus nascentium to occur, and always about 
the 9th day — on that of the culmination of acute diseases — 
and with J such uniformity in this particular, as to be com- 
monly known as 9th day fits. 

"We believe, then, that the disease invariably proceeds 
from this cause, and that it is associated with grave perito- 
neal inflammation, transmitted through the medium of in- 
flammation of the foetal vessels, and subsequently reflected 
to the whole abdominal viscera, and have, accordingly, ad- 
dressed ourselves to the treatment of it, with results which, 
according to all the light which we have upon the subject, 
a parallel in success. 

We sometimes have found an elevated and inflamed and 
hardened ring around the now obliterated aperture which 
we have nicked in several places with the lancet, and at the 
same time we apply spirits of turpentine to promote suppu- 
ration of the part, whilst we cover the whole abdomen with 
a poultice smeared over thickly with turpentine and lard, or 
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olive oil, m equal parts, which we keep constantly applied, 
and removed frequently, and give the following : 

9 — Calomel, grs. viij. 

Ipecac, grs. iij. 

Prepared Chalk, grs. xxxvj. 

Ext. of Hyoscyamus, grs. viij. 

Piat Chact. no. xij.— S. one every 3 hours. 

And at the same time, we give Tinct. Cannabis Imdica, 8 
to 12 drops every half hour — ascending or descending in 
the dose as the case may require. Under this plan of treat- 
ment, we have cured one half of the cases treated, when we 
have been notified of the first appearance of the symptoms ; 
and believe that were our efforts properly seconded, even a 
larger proportion might be saved. 


ARTICLE IY. 

Extracts from the Minutes of the Atlanta Medical Society . 
By Db. W. S. Abmstbonq, Demonstrator of Anatomy, At- 
lanta Medical College. 

Dr. O’Keefe reported a case of Uterine hemorrhage, of 
three month’s standing, in a lady about forty years old. She 
was the mother of several children ; the youngest of which 
was eighteen months old. During the time stated, she had 
taken a number of remedies from another physician, with 
more or less benefit. The patient was feeble and auernic, 
had no appetite, pain in the back and illiac regions, and re- 
quired the use of morphine to procure sleep. After the use 
of lead and opium, for about a week, an examination of the 
uterus, with speculum, was thought necessary. 
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No displacement or organic disease of that organ was dis- 
covered ; but the os and cervix were pale, relaxed, and flabby. 

The cause of the hemorrhage Was thought to be passive 
congestion, with a relaxed condition of the lining membrane 
of the uterus. The bromide of potassium was now admin- 
istered in scruple doses, three times a day, with no benefit 
whatever. A combination of spirits ot turpentine, wine of 
ergot, tincture of cinnamon, and tincture of opium, was next 
employed, with the happiest effect. Under its use, in a few 
days, the hemorrhage gradually subsided, and has not re- 
turned since. Chalybeate tonics were given to restore the 
shattered health, which, in a few weeks, was fully established. 

Dr. Alexander agreed with Dr. O’Keefe in the pathology 
of the case, and was in the habit of relying mainly on the 
spirits of turpentine in such cases. 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland mentioned a case of uterine . 
hemorrhage recently seen, which had existed for a year or 
more, and which depended upon a soft intra-uterine tumor. 
The tumor was felt through the patulous os uteri, and was 
removed by drawing down the uterus with a hook, and sepa- 
rating it with the fingers. 

Dr. J. M. Johnson had recently met with a case of con- 
stant uterine hemorrhage, in which he detected a solid sub- 
stance in the os uteri, and finally extracted the result of a 
pregnancy. The hemorrhage, before and after this, was very 
annoying for several weeks. After the expulsion of the em- 
bryo, moles, or other similar organizations, escaped at dif- 
ferent times, — hemorrhage continuing most of the time. At 
this stage, applications of cold water seemed to correct the 
hemorrhage. Ergot, he thought, should have been given 
when he first saw the case, but was not. 

Dr. Alexander mentioned, in this connection, a case under 
his charge, at present five months advanced in pregnancy, 
in which frequent hemorrhage has occurred, without inter- 
fering with the development of the foetus. 

Dr. O’Keefe remarked that he had a case, in all respects, 
similar. 
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Dr. W. F; Westmoreland reported a case of delirium tre- 
mens, which terminated fatally. Oovulsions had beenpre- 
sent for a day or two, but subsided under the use of chloro- 
form inhalations, and finally returned, and resulted in death.' 

Dr. Douglas thought chloroform useful in all cases of the 
disease. 

Dr. Word mentioned a case of delirium tremens, with 
convulsions, occurring two or three weeks after hard drink, 
which was treated by opium, with no benefit. He became 
quiet under the use of chloroform inhalations ; but the fre- 
quency of respiration was so seriously interfered with, as to 
require its suspension. Chloroform was then used internally, 
with the effect of increasing the delirium ; and he died in 
that condition. He thought the remedy did an injury, and, 
perhaps, hastened the fatal issue. 
t Dr. Alexander reported a case of delivery, in which chlo- 
roform had* been used, followed by excessive nausea. No 
hemorrhage appeared ; but on turning the patient from one 
side to the other, a large amount of water was discharged, 
greatly to the relief of the patient. An explanation of this 
phenomenon having been asked by Dr. Alexander, some of 
the members expressed the opinion, that extra cysts existed 
in some instances of utero-gestation. 

Dr. J. G. Westmoreland reported a case of painful con- 
dition of the anus, in its symptoms, resembling that of fis- 
sure. From digital examination nothing was discovered 
eveept internal hemorrhoids. He thought the pain unusual 
from this condition alone. 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland thought the pain resulted from 
violent contraotiou of the sphyncter ani, probably from 
fissure. 

Dr. Douglas thohght that fissure imperfectly developed 
sometimes produced pain of this character. 

Dr. Word said he agreed with Dr. W. F. Westmoreland 
in regarding this a ease of fissure of the anus, and recom- 
mending the use of nitrate silver. 

2 
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Dr. W. F. Westmoreland reported a case attacked with 
fever, violent pain in the head, and contractions pi the 
fluxor muscles of the leg. He thought , the symptoms were 
those of corebro-spinal meningitis. The patient died the 
third day. His object in mentioning the case, was to ellicit 
from members the plan of treatment pursued. 

Dr. W. S. Armstrong said that he had met with many 
cases in the army. The most prominent symptoms were vi- 
olent pain in the head, soreness and contraction of the mus- 
cles of the nape of the neck and back, often producing 
opisthotonos. Strabismus was occaionally met with ; the 
pupils were sometime contracted, but most often dilated. 

General hyperaesthesia and intolerance of light were 
present in many cases. The pulse was sometimes below the 
natural standard, but oftener above. These cases generally 
proved fatal in a very few days. 

. Post mortem examinations invariably revealed adven- 
titious deposits of lymph of yellowish-green color between 
the membarnus of the brain, on the superior surface at the 
base, and around the spinal cord. Effusion of serum in the 
ventricles was present also. , 

He remarked, that he could not reccommend any partic- 
ular plan of treatment as likely to prove beneficial. He has 
used quinine and opium, calomel, drastic cathartics, blisters 
to the head and spine, and cups ; on the other hand, he has 
used stimulants, but with no better results. 

Dr. W. F Westmorblend, in his treatment of the disease 
in the hospitals, did not find it so constantly fatal. He con- 
sidered cerebro-spinal meningitis and diphtheria, only forms 
of malignant epidemic influenza. 

Dr. JT M. Boring had found recovery to follow the use of 
large doses of calomel and opium, blisters to the nape of the 
neck, and cold to the head. He found the symptom of mus- 
cular contraction common in the cases observed by him. 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland mentioned the progress of the 
case mentioned at the last meeting, having symptoms of fis- 
sure of the anus. Hie case had ' been more critically exam- 
ined, and fissure discovered, with painful contractions of the 
sphincter. Forcible extension of the sphincter, with the 
fingers, was resorted to, with the prospect of success. 
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Case of Vicarious Menstruation. By Dr. Mason, Ayr. 

CBdintmifh Medical Journal, September, 1886.) 

Dr. Mason places on record the following singular case : 

“About the middle of March of the present year, I was 
requested by my friend Mr. Halden to see a patient whom 
he nad been attending for two or three weeks, but from ill- 
ness was unable at the time to continue his visits. The pa- 
tient is a young lady, fifteen years of age, residing at a 
boarding school in this town ; her native place being Liver- 
pool. On calling, I was furnished by the lady of the house 
with some of the previous history of the case, with which I 
think it would be better to begin. 

. “When eight years of age, Miss first began to 

menstruate, and continued to do so regularly until eleven j 
menstruation then ceased, and did not reappear until she was 
thirteen, since when up to the middle of February, 1866, it 
continued regularly. At that time Mr. Halden was requested 
to see her, and found what appeared to be a large abrasion 
of the cuticle in the middle of the right cheek, suppurating 
in the centre, and inclining to bleed towards the circumfer- 
ence. This sore was exceedingly obstinate, refusing to yield 
to the local and constitutional treatment resorted to. Ais 
far as I can gather, dilute nitrite of mercury ointment, caus- 
tic, &c., were applied, and cod-liver oil and iron exhibited 
internally. 

“ During the summer, Miss went to Liverpool, her 

face still unhealed, and, I believe, menstruation very irregu- 
lar. She was then attended by a medical gentleman ; but 
her face continued so bad, that she did not return to Ayr 
until the winter. Her medical attendant in Liverpool used ' 
locally a solution of sulphate of copper, and covered the 1 
part with goldbeaters’ skin. Of his constitutional treatment 
and other local applications, I am not prepared to speak with • 
accuracy, as the young lady could give me no clear account 
of what had been used. From the time her face healed 
(which I think was in October) until I saw her in the follow- . 
ing March, she menstruated every month, the discharge last- 
ing six days each time, and being profuse. 
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" When I saw her she had a large patch on her right cheek 
close under the lower eyelid, ana extending from the outer 
border of the maler bone to the aide of the nose, and about 
three-fourths of an inch in bteadtb. On examining it, it ap- 

E eared as though the cuticle had mdted away , and numerous 
ttle specks of blood were seen on the surface, which was 
quite wet with a thin serous discharge. An hour before I 
.came, she exclaimed, ‘Oh, I feel another place on my face 
again, 9 and immediately the above appearance was observed. 
The occurrence of these patches is accompanied by a Bevere 
burning pain in the part, lasting for two or three hours. 
Until very lately, she nad not the slightest intimation be* 
forehand that another place was about to break out ; the 
suddenness with which they appeared being almost incredit 
bio. Latterly, I observed her lean her headupon her hands, 
and wear an almost anxious look; and on. questioning her*, 
she said she felt rather giddy, and in a quarter of an hour 
or less another place would break nut. It is remarkable 
that these outbreaks generally took place about the same time 
each day— -eleven a. m. Sometimes they occurred in the af- 
ternoon, but by fax the majority at the time specified. As 
each day almost some new patch occurred, I was very anx- 
ious to be present at the time they occurred, and learning 
the regularity with which they appeared at eleven in the 
forenoon, timed my visits accordingly. The next day, as I 
was dressing my patient’s face, she exclaimed, ‘ Oh, I feel a 
place on my arm.’ I at once turned up her sleeve, aud there 
was a large oval patch, fully two inohes in length, and one 
in breadth, on her left forearm, presenting the usual appear- 
ances. Here I should mention that these patches assume 
two different aspects at the outset ; sometimes the one and 
sometimes the other obtaining. The one at the outset ap- 
pears like a dew of blood, the other has a greater tendency 
to a serous discharge ending in suppuration. Those that 
bleed most heal the soonest. But before the places heal 
(^hich generally takes place in five or six days) both suppu- 
ration and hemorrhage often occur in the same place. 

“The hemorrhage, I should observe, does not eqnsist 
merely ot the dew of blood referred to — that is only at the 
outset — but it is actual bleeding as from a cut, the blood 
sometimes streaming down the face or other part attacked. 
The worst place she ever bad was on the chin : it did not , 
heal for nearly four weeks, an4 suppurated freely, the bed- 
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clothes in the morning being often soiled by the discharge, ^ 
but it also at times bled considerable. As soon as one place 
was healed, it broke out in another, or in the same place 
over again, some of them having occurred in the same place 
four or five times. It were tedious and useless to describe 
all the places that were affected, as all were so similar; suf- 
fice it to say, that her face was covered, her chest twice at- 
tacked, and both arms and legs. 

“ For some time I was mncn at a loss to satisfy myself ate 
to the true nature of the case, but finally came to the con- 
clusion that it was vicarious menstruation. Daring the 

course of her attack, I sent Miss into Glasgo to see 

Dr. M’Call Anderson, and he formed the same opinion of 
the case as myself, and kindly suggested to me, in a letter 
subsequently, some alterations in the treatment, to which I 
■fthallpreeently allude. 

“While still suffering from the complaint, Miss 

had a severe attack of whooping-cough, which seemed 
greatly to aggravate the patches on her face, causing them 
to bleed freely. This, I have no doubt, was caused by the 
mechanical exertion during the paroxysms of cougning, 
aending' the blood to the face. At this time also she had fre- 
quent and copious epistaxis, generally after a fit of coughing, 
or after the retching thereby induced ; and this somewhat re- 
lieved the parts attacked; 

“ A few words now as to the treatment. When I saw 

Mias she was then using the solution of sulphate of 

copper to the original spot in the centre of the right cheek, 
but had not yet applied anything to the new place which 
had just appeared an hour before my visit. I sent for some 
oxide of zinc powder, and dusted it well over the part af- 
fected, and then covered it with goldbeater’s skin. To the 
original sore I continued the solution, and so could compare 
the effects of the two applications. The solution caused a 
good deal of smarting, which continued for some time after 
its application ; but no inconvenienpe was experienced after 
the use of the powder. I tried the solution to some new 
parts, but it onfty seemed to aggravate them. The original 
sore was, however, healed by it ; but this part, from the first, 
differed from all the subsequent ones, as it penetrated much 
deeper, and suppurated very freely for a long time ; it is the 
only place where any sear is left, and it is trifling. Each 
morning I removed the goldbeater’s skin that I had applied 
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j#the previous day; and, after bathing the part with tepijf wa- 
ter, carefully removed the scabs that had formed, afras to 
prevent the "occurrence of cicatrices. The places that ap- 
peared on the chest and arms I treated somewhat differently. 
On their appearance, I bathed them with cold water, and 
then applied glycerine, and dusted the oxide of zinc powder 
over it, so as to form a crust; the arms were then loosely 
bandaged. This plan succeeded admirably on the arms and 
chest, but did not answer well on the face. Very few scabs 
formed on the patches on the arms, and they did not bleed 
so much as those on the face, and healed much more rapidly. 
The parts affected on the legs bled freely. • 

“ Internally, Bhe got cod-liver oil and the mnriat^d tinc- 
ture of iron, with liqnor arsenicalis. Aloetic purgations „ 
were also exhibited, so as to keep the bowels freely 'open, 
especially at the time that any appearance of menstruation v 
occurred. A hot mustard hip-bath and leeches to the inside 
of the thighs were employed at the suggestion of Dr. M’Call 
Anderson, and I think with much benefit. 

“ In conclusion, let me very briefly recapitulate some of 
the most striking points in this case. 

“In the first place, we notice the very peculiar appear- 
ance presented by these spots ; the thin serous discharge 
with numerous specks of blood seen in some of them ; and 
the copious dew of blood, followed by actual hemorrhage in 
others. 

“ Secondly . The instantaneousness of their appearance;, 
the skin appearing perfectly whole and healthy one second, 
and melted away ana bleeding the next — it being only lately 
that any giddiness betokened their appearance. 

“ Thirdly. The almost uniform regularity with which 
* they occurred, about eleven every forenoon. 

“ Fourthly. The pertinacity with which patch after patch 
succeeded one another, and tne obstinacy with which they 
so long refused to yield to the influences of remedies. 

“ Miss has now been quite free from any spots for 

about six weeks, and no traces of them are to be seen, ex- 
cept when she gets heated or excited, and then tho parte that 
have been attacked look very red. The original spot hae 
left a small depression, but little noticed. And now comes 
a singular fact, and that is, that although healed and appa- 
rently well, her menstruation is not yet properly established. 

“ During the period that I was attending her; she men- 
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itruated one dot/ every week for four weeks, there being, 
however, very little appearance. Then a fortnight would 
intervene without any menstruation, and then it would be- 

F 'n again as before. And now that she seems perfectly, well, 
learn that the menstruation is still being carried on in the 
same manner, the discharge, however, each day of its occur- 
rence being more copious. She is still continuing the cod- 
liver oil, and has resumed the iron and arsenic, which had 
been omitted for a short time. On calling two days ago, I 

was told that Miss had felt dizzy, and that some of 

the old spots on her face were looking red and angry ; 1 ac- 
cordingly ordered leeches to the insides of the thighs, and 
the threatened attack seems to have passed off. But until 
regular menstruation be established, I shall not be surprised 
at a recurrence of the attack.” — Half-Yearly Abstract. 


On the management of Weak New-born Infants. By pro- 
fessor Depatjl. 

(Journal o l Practical Hedfadoa wd Sugary, 

Professor Depanl remarks that while abundant attention 
is given in obstetric treatises to the treatment of healthy 
new-born infants, and those who are seemingly still-born, 
little space is devoted to the care of the weakly. This want 
he endeavors in part to supply. He thinks that authors 
have not laid sufficient stress on certain deceptive appearan- 
ces, which seem to imply that the infant is out of danger be- 
cause it takes the breast, and seems to suck. 

The fact is, however, one of very common occurrence ; the 
infant apparently sucks, but docs not increase in weight, and 
after a time discontinues its fruitless efforts, screams more 
frequent, and wastes away. In order to discover whether 
suction is efficiently performed, the child should at the titne 
he appears to be taking the breast with most vigor, be re- 4 , 
moved f^om its nuree, and thepresence or absence of milk 
in its month be ascertained. The paid nurses at the hospi- 
tal are required every day to make this experiment. Mr. 
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Depaul also endeavors by all means to rouse from their in- 
dolence the wet-nurses to whom puny, delicate infants have 
been intrusted, when the nursling takes the breast but im- 
perfectly. Under these circumstances, it often happens that 
the infant has not strength to suck, and the finest nurses are 
provided in, vain. The best nurse in such cases, is not the 
woman who has the largest supply of milk, but one whose 
milk flows easily, and drops witnout effort into the child’s 
mouth. If a nurse of this Kind cannot be procured, milk of 
good quality should be obtained, and given mixed with thi» 
gruel.. Mr. Depaul agrees with Professor Scanzoni, that 
ass’s milk is the best for the purpose ; but in most cases the 
practitioner must be satisfied with cow’s milk. Every hour 
or two, day and night, from one to three teaspoonfuls of di- 
luted milk should be administered. Should this kind of 
food give rise to colic, Scanzoni recommends the addition of 
a little fennel or dill water ; and as soon as the child has 
gained in strength, it is proper to procure for it a good wet- 
nurse ; and this should not be too long delayed, lest the habit 
of receiving nutriment into its mouth without any effort, 
may prevent the infant ever taking to the breast again, a 
circumstance which occurred in the case of a young prince, 
at present living in exile ; the nurse should then be instruc- 
ted to draw her own milk with an exhausting glass; but 
this can seldom be obtained from a mercenary nurse, and 
scarcely ever succeeds but with mothers who rear their own 
children. 

It should further be remarked, that in primipar© the nip* 
pie is often so large or so hard, that if the child is not very 
strong, its efforts at. suction are unavailing. The mother is 
then in fault and it is therefore highly expedient to ascer- 
tain the condition of the breast in gravid women, in order 
to form an opinion as to the possibility of their nursing. 

It is absolutely necessary, in addition to the measures cal- 
culated to restore and increase the strength of the infant, 
carefully to shield it from the influence of cold, and to adopt 
every precaution to preserve the temperature of the body at 
the physiological standard. Warmth is for infants, especi- 
ally for new-born infants, the indespensable condition oi the 
continuance of life. None but the strongest cBildren can 
bear any loss of temperature. The weak invariably perish 
if exposed to cold ; and Hunter sagaciously noted the faet, 
and strongly objected to the practice prevalent in hi* day , 
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bathing very young ohildren in oold water for the alleged 
purpose of invigorating their constitution. When, therefore, 
a child ie prematurely born, or naturally weak, it should be 
carefully enveloped in warm clothing, kept in. a comfortable 
bed, ana guarded in everypeeaible manner from adverse at* 
mosphexieal influences. Tne thermometer shonM be daily 
cooanlted, and hot Water bottles used, if necessary, to mfin« 
tain the heat of the body at a proper height. 

By means of these precautions, and if required by the ex- 
hibition of aromatie and stimulating remedies, Mr. Depanl 
hsa had the good fortune of restoring in the course of two 
or three weeks, children supposed not to be viable, to a nor- 
mal state of development. Untiring supervision is always 
indispensable, as any neglect of these all-important points 
may entail irremediably fatal consequences. — Half-Yearly 
Abstract. 


It a Crying Babe necessarily Colicky t 

Nothing is more common than the belief than when an , 
infant cries it must have the eolio, and that it should be 1 
treated accordingly. Now, can it be true that infants never 
cry unless they suffer pain, and that colic is the most com- 
mon cause of this pain ? Have we not, on the contrary, 
every reason to believe that the cry of the infant is merely 
a substitute for language, and is therefore used to make 
known to the mother or nnrse such simple wants as may be 
experienced by one so young I While it would seem prob- 
able that an infant who suffers no pain, and who is suffi- 
ciently supplied with its natural food, can have no cause to 
cry, such is nut always striotly the case. There is a great 
difference in the temper ana disposition of infants ; some 
being naturally irritable, cross or peevish, and others good- 
natnrad and cheerful. All nurses understand the difference 
between a good and a bad child ; and it would be inter- 
eedng to take note of these early indices, for the purpose 
ofuseertaining whether or not they may be relied upon as 1 
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the premonitions of subsequent developments in the adult. 
Some infants will remain quiet until a sense of hunger or 
thirst impels them to cry out j- white others will fc*y p to be 
turned over, or to be taken in the arms, or even to be walked 
about; and if these caprices are indulged, the child soon be- 
comes so “ spoiled ” that its nurse will have no rest. It is 
surprising how soon the infant learns by experience what 
he may exact by his cries ; and, although born good tempered, 
he may become extremely troublesome if tod much indulged. 
Some of them only a week old will keep the nurse all thef 
time busy, merely because they were not at first allowed to 
cry at all, without being handled. 

It can not be denied that peevishness is, alike in infants 
and adults, verv often consequent upon the discomfort of 
bad health ; and it is important that the ories occasioned by 
this state of things be distinguished from those induced by 
actual pain. A judicious mother or nurse can not fail to 
discover the difference by a little careful observation, and it 
should be the duty of the medical adviser to assist in this 
diagnosis; for until the real cause of theories be ascertained, 
there can be no rational medication. The cries of an infant 
are in reality only symptoms of the mental or physical con- 
dition of the child. It is our business to give to them their 
proper interpretation. The child cries I Is it caprice; is it 
hunger ; is it discomfort ; or is it positive pain ? These are 
the questions to be solved before we should resort to med- 
ication, if we wish to be consistent with philosophy, or even 
with ordinary common sense,. And yet, how often do we 
not find infants dosed with “oolio drops ” whenever they 
cry! 

Most of the nostrums vended as ^ colic drops” contain. 
opium in some form or other, and some aromatic or carmin- 
ative. These “ drops” are therefore prim wily narcotic end 
stimulant, and secondarily constipating ; so that, although < 
they may compose or put the child to sleep, whether the 
cries proceed trom colic or not, their use, ofr rather their 
abuse, is objectionable. Again, how are we to determine 
that the child has colic? Pain In the bowels may depend 
upon spasmodic contractions of their muscles induced by * 
indigestion, or irritation of some kind; or it may be oc- 
casioned by mere flatulency. , While the spasmodic pains 
usually precede, or attend looseness of the bowels,. such peed 
not be the case with the presence of flatulency. The: former > 
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pains come on in paroxysms more or less severe, which sub- 
side very soon, and leave the patient entirely relieved until 
they return again. Flatulent colic is more persistent, never 
so intense, and may be usually recognized by the nollow 
sound produced by percussion of the abdomen, especially if 
this circumstance be taken in connection with the other 
points in the history of the case. 

The diagnosis of infantile diseases is by no means so diffi- 
cult as is generally imagined. In the affection before ns, it 
is just as easily made out for a child as for an adult. If the 
physician knows his business, and will use with due diligence 
the resources of art, he will rarely fail to establish the diag- 
nosis satisfactorily. 

If the bowels are regular and the evacuations in a natural 
state, while the abdomen yields a natural sound upon per- 
cussion, has a natural feel to the hand, is not distended nor 
knotted by spasmodic contractions, is not painful when* 
pressed upon, we may very safely conclude that the child 
can not have colio. 

Have we any good grounds to believe that colic is often' 
almost habitual in infants too young to speak and who can 
only cry, whereas it is only an accidental or occasional dis- 
ease in tnose who can speak and in adults? Such a violation 
of analogy ought not to be admitted to exist without much 
more evidence than can be adduced in favor of it. 

Ear-ache is very common with children, and may either 
make them peevish or cause them to cry violently and pro- 
tractedly. This affection can always be detected by press- 
ing a finger just below or in front of the ear, bv which the 
pain will be much increased and the child will renew his 
cries. As there is usnally but one ear affected at the time, 
the experiment must be tried on both sides. If the pain be . 
purely neuralgio or nervous, it may be relieved by almost 
any application ; but if it be occasioned by the formation of 
an abscess about to break in the ear (in which case we may 
usually detect a little fulness or hardness in the angle just 
* below the ear, or in the slight depression just in front of the 
orifice of the ear,) these remedies are very apt to fail, and 
we have to resort to a little Laudanum taken internally, or 
dropped into the ear in combination with a few drops of oil. 

Closely connected with the treatment of the so-called colio 
is the common practice of 
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Jolting Infante. 

If the child be really suffering with colic, it would bet m 
absurd to expect to relieve it by such violent shaking and 
jolting, as it is to suppose that there is any efficacy in thb 
veterinary practice of making a cdMcky horse trot up and 
down the road until almost exhausted But if the* poor 
child happens to have pain in the ear, or headache, both of 
which are very common, the cruelty of violent rocking, shar* 
king in the arms, and jostling upon the knees, with the loud 
singing and jargon of the nurse, must be apparent, "the 
treatment of Sancho Panza by the maid of the enchanted 
Castle was trifling in comparison with this. 

The affectionate and tender-hearted mother can not bear 
to remain quiet while her babe is screaming, and she freely 
exerts her lungs and limbs to the uttermost in the hope of 
giving relief. It is a natural and a, laudable feeling which 
prompts her, and the exertion relieves her nervoua System 
by working off the nerve force which would have been 
otherwise concentrated in the brain. It therefore requires 
some philosophy, that which emanates from enlightened rea- 
son, to examine quietly for the true cause of the child’s cries, 
and to administer the proper remedv. If no medicine be 
necessary, the child will, it* laid comfortably on (his bed, or 
held quietly in the mother’s lap* very generally go, to siefep 
after crying a little while. It can certainly not go tdi slOep 
so long as it is not allowed to be at resit 

Do Children bear Disease better than Adults f 

To suppose that children can bear, disease better thail 
adults, is to admit that the weak have more powers of resis- 
tance than the strong; that an hufinished fortification is 
bettor adapted to resist attacks than one already completed. 
And yet, we continually hedr persons manifesting a desire; 
that their children might take the measles, hooping-cough, 
etc., while young, so as to be rid of subsequent danger 1 
This is a radical error. Children should be kept from sick- 
ness as long as possible, for no one can predict the result of 
what might at nrst seem to be the most trivialiaffectioii. 

Common sense should lead us to avoid sickness at all times,. : 
and at any age. If we carefelly keep our children from vis- 
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Mag houses In which' there is any sickness, and remove them 
from districts affected with epidemics; it, in short, we use 
(toe diligence in avoiding all Known causes of sickhess, we 
shaft have nothing to reproach ourselves, when, notwith- 
standing such precautionary measures, they are overtaken 
by disease. The very fact that children are more prone to 
sickness than others, should incite parents to great watchful- 
ness in regard to their hygienic condition, their cleanliness, 
their clbthing, their food, their exercise, their supply of fresh 
air, insolation, etc., etc. 

The best evidence that children do not bear sickness as 
well as adults, is to be found in our mortuary statistics, 
which reveal a frightful loss of life among infants and chil- 
dren. This is equally true with regard to the lower animals 
and plants. The more tender the plant the more feeble are 
its powers of resistance, and the more liable it is to disease. 
-^-Southern Med. and Sterg. Journal. L. A. D. 


Suture cf the flap, after extract of Cataract. By Henuy 
W. Williams, M. D. 

a 

(Bead before the American Ophthalmologies! Society, /one, 1866.) 

I offer for the consideration of the Society a few sugges- 
tions respecting suture of the cornea after the removal of 
cataract dj flap operation, in the hope that, by the adoption 
of such a modification of the ordinary procedure, we may 
so far lessen the risks of extraction that we shall not here- 
after be tempted to incur the dangers attendant on the re- 
peated introduction of instruments within the eye, and that 
mutilation of the iris may be rendered unnecessary. 

]£y method consists in placing a single point of suture at 
the apex of the flap of the cornea, atter extraction of the 
lens, and whilst the patient is still under the influence of 
ether. 

After trial of various curved and straight needles, and of 
needles mounted upon a handle, I give the preference to 
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straight needles of very minute size, less than a fourth of 
an inch in length, and with flat cutting points, as being best 
adapted to penetrate the corneal tissues. The objections to 
needles fixed upon a handle are, that it is difficult to disen- 
gage the extremely fine thread, and that on being withdrawn 
they drag upwards the corneal flap. 

The great advantages claimed for this plan are as follows: 

It renders etherization more applicable to extraction oper- 
ations, in case emesis should occur ; and the patient being 
thus impassive, the operator is enabled to do, with delibera- 
tion and care, whatever may be requisite in removing com- 
plications which may arise m course of an operation, with- 
out feeling he incurs a risk of contusing the iris or losing a 
portion of the vitreous during sudden involuntary move- 
ments of the eye. The edges of the wound being retained 
in close opposition, union by primary adhesion, the first desi- 
deratum in flap operations, is rendered much more certain. 
The puffy, swollen state of the margin of the flap, wjrioh 
renders the healing process difficult and uncertain, is thus 
avoided, and the eye resumes at once almost its normal con- 
dition. It nearly obviates all risk of spontaneous prolapse 
of the iris — the “ bete noire” to use the words of Mr. Dixon, 
“of extraction of operations.” By effecting a speedy re- 
establishment of the anterior chamber, it admits of the free 
use of atropia, without fear that prolapsus ii'idis may 
ensue, thus allowing continued dilatation of the pupil to be 
kept up, and lessening the risk of irritation of the iris 
from unremoved fragments of the lens, <or torn edges of 
capsule, or from proliferous degeneration of the intracap- 
sular cells. It permits of early and frequent inspection of 
the eye, and the prompt discovery of any morbia phenom- 
ena, so that timely recourse may be had to appropriate 
remedies. * 

It much abbreviates the term of rigorous confinement of 
the patient, and shortens the entire period of convalescence. » 

A single strand of the finest silk is employed for the su- . 
ture. The needle is seized with strong mrceps, and passed 
through the edges of the wound* which are held with very 
delicate toothed forceps. The eye being entirely passive, 
the manoeuvres may be executed with delicacy ana without 
haste. Gentle compression, by means of lint and a flannel 
bandage, constitutes the after-treatment. 

In most cases the suture has been left to come away of 
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itself «ndy though usually becoming detadhed within a few 
days, it' has in some instances remained m situ for seven 
weeks, without giving rise to more than trivial irritation. 
I am satisfied, however, that its presence for a longer period 
than is necessary is undesirable, and serves slightly to retard 
the parient’s recovery. My present practice is to admin- 
ister ether, and remove the snture within a week after the 
operation, if it has not sooner been eliminated. It is unsafe 
to attempt its removal except during anesthesia, as a sadden 
move of the globe, or the pressure of the forceps, if fixation 
be resorted to, might, as in one of my own cases, cause a re- 
opening of the wound. 

In no instance, so far as I could* judge, has the suture 
given rise to anv serious symptoms. In twenty-four cases 
subjected to this treatment, there have only been two 
failures . — Detroit Rev. Med. 

f 


Bloodletting then and now. By C. H. Spillmak, M: D., 
Of Harrodsburg, Kentucky. 

Fully persuaded that a proper conception of the modus 
epermdi of bloodletting as a therapeutic agent, is an im- 1 
portattt desideratum in our profession. I propose to throw 
together, in as small a compass as may be, the results of in- 
ductions drawn from observation and experience, with special 
reference to this subject, running through a period of 35 
years. 

Believing, as I sineerely do, that the prevailing doctrines 
on this subject are unphilosophical, ana lead to disastrous 
practical results, I read with much pleasure, Dr. Wilson’s 
“Plea for the Lancet,” in Yol. xv., No. 24 of the Reporter, 
as indicating a disposition on the part of the profession, to a 
mere thorough examination of the subject, which, I doubt 
nolwill lead to more rational views. 

When I firpt came upop the arena in 1832, 1 was not long 
in becoming convinced that the lancet was used too* indis- 
criminately, and sometimes to an injurious extent. I did 
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no£ bleed ae madh its my neighbors, because I met with a 
number of cases tbit I could as easily and more safely con- 
trol without than with it. In mhny othere, however, it was 
a (sine qua non to success. 

How stands the matter now? Although diseases are the 
same, climate the same, morbific agencies the same ; although 
organic structure is the same, vital susceptibilities the same, 
involving the same therapeutical relationships, pointing to 
the same indications of cure; yet such has been the revela- 
tion in the medical mind, that, at the present time, a large 
proportion of living practitioners rarely employ bloodletting 
as a remedial agent, and quite a number discard it altogether. 
Many of our late writers on therapeutics, if they justify its 
occasional employment, authorize it in such dubious phrase, 
with such admonitory qualifications and restrictions; as to 
clothe it in the garb of suspicion, and deter the junior mem* 
hers of the profession from its employment, even where in- 
dispensably called for. ^ 

1 am not unaware of the fact, that the task before me is 
an ungracious one. It would have been more consonant 
to my feelings, could I have endorsed sentiments consecrated 
by so many justly distinguished advocates. To the popular 
doctrines on this subject, nowever, I find myself in a posi- 
tion of inexorable antagonism, by the logic of facts and fig* 
ures which are impregnable. That more liberal enlightened 
views are demanded, and will ultimately obtain, I have an 
abiding conviction; and, whenever medical men shall have 
divested themselves of the leaven of empiricism, to which 
that distrust in regard to bloodletting as a remedial agent, 
which now sways the popular mind, may be legitimately 
traced, and come to view this subject in the light of rational 
physiological principles, we shall then have a fuller appro? 
ciation of that powerful remedy, which^ as Dr. Wilson justly 
remarks, nature claims as her own, and shall have made an 
important step, toward the highest attainable perfectibility 
of our art. 

From one opinion, however, advanced by Dr. W., in his ex* 
cellent paper, I must take the liberty oi dissenting. That 
this prejudice originated with the non-medical public, I think, 
is exceedingly questionable; and if the Dr. will submit the* 
matter to a thoughtful review, he will find the responsibility 
where least excusable, with those who ought to know better. 
My observation is, that the popular verdict stands opposed 
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may,I apppAepd^is ^jcepj¥d^, ? £pp W »iWi.to % t y.ijm 
oug shades of eajpmoiato, wbi ? k flc^a qiifj la^d, ^l pf^mca 
have been weighed in th/e balances apd rotmd ^s^nu^gij 

There is no therapeutical agent; however valufttyte an.diW^ 
dispensable to, a successful exercise of our art, ^hat may^^ot 
be I wrought into disrepute by injudicious pse; and a misap-. 
prehension which underlies the general prejudice whichjfips 
obtained in regard to the lanqet, relates to the principle-op, 
which it operates in the subversion of morbid action. Jjad 
it pot been regarded as a physical agent operating ou me- 
chanieal principles, it would never have been confided. Jo thq 
hands of the ignorent, and we should have had fewer failures, 
and miscarriages, which liave contributed largely to tins 
prejudice; for it is with this as it is with all other remodiql, 
agencies, the more powerful for good, tlio more prolific .pfi 
evil, if misapplied. Employed as a vital agent, regardless, 
of quantity, pushed to a given effect, by a practiced hand,; 
under tfie guidance of, a cultivated intellect, it is not only; 
perfectly' sate, but'unqne^tionably. the most potent remedial 
agpnt known to our art ; imr gap it be dispensed with, witfit, 
out: surrendering to a weak vascillftfipg timidity, compromi- 
sing the most sacred obligations that can attach to a medi-. 
cal man, and greatly circumscribing the usefulness and effi- 
ciency of the mediaal art. 

The argument against the lancet founded upon itssqroposed, 
debilitating effeots,ia,an: abstraction, and not an' induction; 
front a carofnl observation of! facta. On the contrary", every 
practitioner who has had & P extensive experience iq.4ts eair, 
ploy men t, and witnessed itsmagical effect in, the^ap&tant&r, 
neons subversion of the most violent forms of morbid action^ 
appreciate it as a means of economising strength. In a sutlrf 
den attack of either a congesti ve or infipmmatpry chgractpr, 
although the patient may pave a feeling pf great progtratiop,, 
and is unable to put fqrth.his strength, lie is not weak. Tafie, 
off the weight by which fie is overborne for the time, aPd, ; 
he in atjll strong. t .,■/ ■ 

“The giant,” say# an,abje wrij^et;, “that dip® ptostrafq.pp 
the earth, mastered, by superior. , power, ha» [; qtill a, giant’s, 
strength, -though. ,fie do not at tbpt P«t it forth., 

Give him but the chance, to throw, off, tjbp ioa(ptbatt keeps , 
him, dowp, and be will soon; sfiow you .t pat he is not . yvpa^.y,, 

This is a very apt illustration of < depresspd yitpljapjiippy , 
3 
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misnamed debility, under the, weight of disease; ; : iFhe Jintel-l 
ligent physician will notbe tqislea by the illusion; He-frill' 
at once recognize this apparent debility as the sympathetic' 
influence of a dangerous lesion in some ' vital part. ' Al- 
though greatly diversified in the phenomena they present, 
according to the peculiarity of the tissues involved, and the 
manifold remote causes which give rise to thetp,' 1 apprehend, 
there are few maladies not characterized , by inflammation 
or venous congestion: either of which, bysyiripatbetic in-' 
fluences, may occasion great prostration. . They may be sud- 
den in their onset; or insidious and gradual itf their approach. 
They may persist for some time in a simple state of func- 
tional disturbance, but ofttimes rnn rapidly into irremediable 
structural alteration. In the latter case, relief if attainable, 
must be prompt and instantaneous. The practitioner, seeing 
the peril, ana comprehending the situation, tH 11 ; find little 
room for temporizing. The most powerful means of equal- 
izing the circulation and taking off the qppression; are called 
into requisition ; and a philosophical view of the medium 1 
through which, and the manner in which, both motbific and? 
remedial agents operate upon the vital economy, vVill at btttee 
suggest bloodletting as the most appropriate, becausp the 
most prompt and decisive means of accomplishing the 
object. 

Irreconcilable as this may seem with that hypothesis, 
founded upon the mechanical philosophy, which assumes 
bloodletting to be a debilitent, it is nevertheless ih 1 strfet ' 
accordance with the known therapeutical effect of thatagent* 
corroborated by the observation and experience of every! 
one who has employed it, under an intelligent Recognition of? 
the principle on which it operates, in the subversion of mor- 
bid action. < 

• The whole gist of the opposition to bloodletting, is predi-' 
cited in conformity with the hypothesis," that it is necessa- 
rily debilitating ; and this arises trota a miecoriceptioU of its 
modus operands as a remedial agent. 1 ' 

Although a low pulse speedily raised, a shr ivied surface 
filled out, cold extremities warmed up; equilibrium Of ‘ cir- 
culation reinstated, lost strength restored, vital energy reno- f 
vated, are phenomena which nave been a tbdustind times obi--’ 
served to follow immediately on the intelligent employment! 
of the lancet; and in multiplied instances Such phenomena' 
could have been elicited by no other meahs : it is neverthe- 
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less 1 abandoned,' #»' flie gt-ofadffbf 4th f 

with tbe sienmOT hypothesis. ‘ *’ ■•<><■ 1 “ • 

Admitting the loss qf bloodto be' l intrih8i'cal!y : debfiitatii?g' t 
in a normal state of the'systdrt, and allowing onr inability"’ 
to reconcile this fact wi)tn‘ Its powerfnlly restorative effectin' 1 
many formsof disease, thetrutn of which cannot be successful- 1 
ly controverted it is more seemingly paradoxical, than many 
well known facts with which the history of medicine abounds ; 
and affords a striking exemplification of the practical valne of 
the principle inculcated in Hoffman’s Aphorism— “ An meet* 
ied iota observatiombu*? 

Qninia, in its nature and properties, is no less marked, in- 
trinsically, as an excitant; than is the lancet a debiljtant ; 
and I apprehend the objector Trill find about '^A much! diffi- 
culty in accounting, on philosophical principles, for thejpow- ' 
erfnlly sedative influence of the formerdn controlling reVer, 


erfnlly sedative influence of the formerdn controlling reVer, 
as he will in recphciling the restorative influence of the, 1 
latte’r, in diseases of depression^With its debilitating effects. 1 

■To assume an hypothesis on insufficient data, apd then re- ’ 
ject every principle not in harmony with it, is nnphffosoph- ' 

It is a liumiUhtingfact, thit in the present imparfl&t state'* 
of our knowledge, much of otfr reasoning, inconclusive, and 
unsatisfactory, nsendhigher than mere speculation.' How- 1 
ever gratifying thd reflection that by a close observation jand ' 1 
careful analysis of facts, much is known in regard to the 
therapeutical effects' of many remedial agents',' still there are ' 
doubtless a great variety of hidden, unobserved Influencing 
circumstances, connected with pathology, and therapeutics, ' 


iacts, running tnrottgn along penoa, aonng \rntcn, m <ns* ,J 
regard of the popular prejudice, I have employed the lancet, 
not only to subdue violent inflammation, but to take off the 
oppression, and restore the strength, in cases of the most pro- 
found congestion, I am prepared to bear testimony to its 
magic power as a therapeutic agent ; and hesitate not to say, 
after a patient persevering trial of all its reputed substitutes, 
that many such cases can be reached by no other means 
known to the profession. 

The number of lives sacrificed to this prejudice against 
the lancet, I doubt not, is a thousand to one. 

Look at the fearful increase of chronic diseases since the 
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lancet ha* been partially ignored, and the profession hen be- 
come tender-footed on the subject of bloodletting. Or to 
furnish a still more striking illustration r go to those districts 
where empiricism in its various forms, having manufactured, 
now subsists upon this prejudice, and lay it to the line and 
plummet of rigid vital statistics, and you will find multi- 
tudes of invalids who onght to have been, restored to sound- 
ness by a prompt energetic treatment, whose core, in conse- 
quence of an inefficient, temporizing coprse, has been incom- 
plete ; — vestiges of disease still remain ; — vital lesion still 
lingers, ultimately to develope itself in some chronic form ; 
ana the tenure on life simply prolonged a brief period. 

It is probable that tubercular disease in its diversified 
former is more destructive to human life than all other mal- 
adies combined. The best lights reflectedfrom pathological 
anatomy note it as a product of inflammation. A patient 
investigation of the etiological history of very many of these 
diseases rarely fails to reach an inflammation as toe point 
of inception. This fact is Buggestive ; and its inculcations 
should not be disregarded. It strikingly illustrates the folly 
of temporizing in ail grave maladies; and affords the high- 
est presumptive evidence against the expectant plan of treat- 
ment, which reposee upon the medical powers of nature, while 
disease, none the less destructive, from > ts insidious char- 
acter, is stealthily settling down upon the vitals. The point 
is this, tubercular disease in. its multiplied forms and various 
complications, is, in a large measure, the sequel to an inflam- 
matory attack, which might and ought to be relieved W de- 
pletory measures so decisive, as to render toe cure complete ; 
and its great prevalence and fatality may be attributed to the 
existing popular prejudice against the only efficient means 
of subduing it in Its incipienc j.^Jleporter. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 


THE ATLANTA MEDICAL COLLEGE— ITS PROS- 
PECTS. 

This Journal has, in former times, often taken occasion to 
allnde to the status of the College, and predict its future. 
We have given its condition and succeed from facts coining 
under our knowledge, and what it is afterwards expected to 
accomplish, in part from its former history, and also from 
the legitimate results known to follow certain natural causes. 

The season selected, at the establishment of the College, 
for the Course of Lectures, was a fortunate one; and shows 
the foresight of him who suggested and advocated till adop- 
ted, the plan of holding the regular Session during the sum- 
mer months. His voice, though still in death before the 
first class assembled, was heard in emphatic strains at the 
meeting in 1804, when this system was adopted. And while 
we yet deeply lament his loss to the profession, we feel still 
more keenly his loss in the School, to whose sagacity and 
wise counsels it is to a large extent indebted for its subse- 
quent prosperity. The name of Dr. J. M. Gordon will be 
ever held in sad remembrance by those associated with him 
at the foundation of the Institution. And while this fact 
was alluded to years ago, iu the Journal, we cannot refrain 
now from offering again this slight tribute to his memory. 

Certain natural causes lead to the same results now as in 
1854. That reasoning which decided the system of instruc- 
tion pursued by this College, has been urged again and 
again as evidence of its permanency and continued pros- 
perity. The great central locality, in the midst of ten or 
twelve States, in' which no regular course of Medical Lec- 
tures is held, except in winter ; the accessibility, healthful- 
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□ess, and good water, — are some of the reasons why Atlanta 
is a suitable location for a Medical College, and why the 
Summer jinoQthe arp .gpra appropriate. w : r 

The dxploclea idea that dissections' can not’ Tie profitably 
and conveniently prosecuted during Summer, is “ among the 
things that were.” It is only necessary tp find any, member 
o^ the eight Classes that have demonstrated , 'th'e ftlct in the 
dissecting room here, to get evidence on this subject. 

Heretofore, the pnly objection that, yvitk any plau- 
sibility, be urged against Atlanta ^s ,t^he yery.bast, point in 
the surrounding States, to hfuild upagreaf; ^p,d ■pro^^p^ 
Institution was thp h|ea, thajt sufSpiont m^r^ foE ( pbtti^ 
instruction couI<| npt be made available. , , hxperienflp, at 
least since thc late ,war, has proven the absurdity o£ ; thjJs pbr 
j ection, as tip Class in attendance at the last session of this 
Itistitution, caiji w^H. testify. k , I ; 

' With an Hospital in the College yard, haying an average 
of one hundred and fifty patients, apl a daily, Dispensary ip 
the College building, fed frotp a population ]of from eight tp 
tep thousand freedmen, and, perhaps, one thousand .poor 
whites, we have, abundant material fop clinical instruction- 
more certainly than can be presented to any class with profit. 
$Te say with profit^ aah.Mj edicaf Class mpst, [necessarily,, dpj- 
vote much of thpir tfyne {ip, pfher departments irplpded ip 
tl^e re^nlaii cur^ioulum. ; 

' J^otwitngtandihg the vaunted, clinical ^vjmtajgefclaipecl 
for tbe Schools ip the large Cities, we dp not, hesitate, to as- 
sert, that the clinical material is as ahondant in Atlanta as 
fhat presented at. any one of thpCpllege clinics p ,Dhi|adeI.; 
pbia,— the heretofore center of Medical edpeatiop. , 
'.'It jis tr^ie, thfti 7 these jColleges can bpast, of jtl?eir extensive 
® fepJtaIe,-^Mthe Blppkly, Phiifd^phj%^pii^ etc.} 
but alLkfiow, wbp h^vp spe^t a winter p that, City, thaf:the 
mass' pf^tndents .in ffely. axqbpiyely mpop ;th|s 

(Jollegje iHlsph^efies for clinical instructing.,,; . •>, b , w j 

•[»• ;i*b; •:! ,y)iiu : ■ r. ysl ;• ■ ii ; 'h 1 ;t ’ r - - 
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THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA. 

In tbe last number of this Journal, we stated that the 
Medical Association of Georgia would convene in Griffin on 
the 11 13th of April.” We call attention here, to make the 
correction. The meeting will take place on the second Wed- 
nesday, tbe 10th of April; and not the “ 12th of April,” as 
heretofore stated. 

In this connection, we wonld again call the attention of 
the profession to the importance of a full attendance. Let 
all attend who can possibly do so. 

' We learn that the profession in Griffin and vicinity are 
making preparations to give those in attendance a warm re- 
ception, and make their stay pleasant. 

From Dr. J. T. Banks, the Chairman of the Committee 
to select : the annual orator, we learn that Dr. V, H. Talia- 
ferro, of Columbus, Ga., will deliver the Annual Address. 




HYPODERMIC, ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICAL 
,• -AGENTS. 

We arfe in receipt of a valuable contribution for the Jour- 
nal, on this subject, from an intelligent and reliable physL 
cian of Georgia. We regret that it did not reach nain time 
to appear in the present issue. It will have a plaoe in the 
May number of our Journal. 

Thiamodeof administering remedies, though for sometime 
practiced, and made the snbject of especial study and eiperi- 
ment by some, has pot been po impressed upon the profession 
sb to ma!k$ it a matter of general interest . Very few .have 
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given the subject much thought ; and a still smaller number 
of phjfeiHatii iha'fe supplied themsafved toitb iair instrument 
for the purpose. The forthcoming article, alluded to above, 
•w'HljgHte thCjdesrred, information and directions to those who 
havenetimadoihemBelves familiar with the sabjebt. 

•' The fd idwing [extracts from a lecture on ‘this subject, bjr 
Edwatdi Wanien, late Bnrgeon General iof North 

OaroEnp(. delivered beforethe Baltimore Medical . Associa- 
tion, we commend to our readers : — 

“ In the eaHy i stages of pneumonia, pleurisy, bronchitis, 
peritonitis, enteritis, phlebitis, and inflammations generally, 
when congestion exists, and exudation has. not occurred— 
when the pathological condition consists in a local irritation, 
with hyperemia resulting from perverted nervous action — 
the 8ubcutane0dB ; ihjectiott of rtUTphia plays an iinportaht 
role in scientific therapy. ■ ; i’ 1 > •* ••• '•> 

“ This. .practice ^particularly indibated when . the encite- 
rnent of|the npnvqup systerp is ^altpgpther diapropqr biopal 
the exaggeration of vascular .action, as^is indicate^!-. by vio- 
lent pain, incfiias6d sensibility to local impressions, and dis- 
orders generally of the sensory and motor functions. 

“ Again, in lufiammations of such organs as are largely 
supplied with ganglionic nerveB, and «in the treatment of 
which the nervous system requires an unusual share of at- 
tention, this mode of employing morphia may be used to ad- 
vantage. 

“ Without discussing the essential. nature ,qf ipflapnpatiqn, 
I jfr&nld direct your atteniidn hrwfly io'the codsiderhfioii of 
the part played by the nervous < system in the development 
of its characteristic phenomena. 

.., “1, .jPc^tj lpcal apd general, is. ode of the. etdkst and 
most persistent of the* symptoms or signs of the inflamma- 
tbry process. ' . ’ - 

‘ ,t *6ific0‘ the experiment of Sir Benjamin Bbodie, in 1811, 
it^ has been recognized at a physiolbgicftlaxio'm, that the ner- 
vous system, though not a generator of heat} pert ss, exercises 
a.^utrpUtiijg mfluepce oyer tbose local .probessesxrf nutrition 
ana iwe r npetamorphosis of tissue^, by.j yhieh,. the work of 
ctlbnucatidn,ds effected in Iho human organism. . 

“^^.’'ANeihi^ioiis in the. tension 1 and Veloeitybj the "blood 
strwwn^pfeetfiiy manifest' tihitagel Vis- ln J tins' regard. ' ■ 1 
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“Beknabt* has demonstrated that “certain pattbof “the 
nervous system preside over 'and' regulate thegCneraland 
local circulations,” and the fact is universally admitted at 
the Pjesitft day. , > . ' ' 1 ' , 

“ThonghPthe hdart possesses an inherent! cohtTaetiHty, it 
is also liberally fhrnished With nerves, both from the cere- 
brospinal ana the ganglionic systems, which separately and 
conjointly exercise a potential influence over it. 

“The arteries are similarly supplied With nerves, as has 
been &own' by the investigations of Bernard, Budge, Be- 
quaed, Schief, and others; while Valentine has proven by 
experimental research, that the veins and larger lymphatic 
tranks are similarly endowed. 

“Even the power of contraction which resides in the ca- 
pillaries, is influenced by the condition of the ganglionic 
nerves distributed to them, as is evinced in actions which are 
essentially nervous, such as the flushing of the countenance 
from mental emotions, etc., etc. 

“ 3. Disturbances in the secerning organ's are the ordinary 
concomitants of inflammation. 1 ■ 

“ The influence of thfe nervous systetn' ott‘ the Secerning 
organs is indisputable. Bernard has learned to stimulate 
or repress them at will, by exciting particular parts of the 
nervous system. 4 Olauds are not Altera,’ says that' distin- 
gnished physiologist, ‘ but organs producing chemical sub- 
stances, under influence of the nerrwue tyxtein. 

“4. Certain phenomena, bssentiallyhe^VotTs m their char- 
acter, also present themBeltes . in this connection, Such as 
wakefulness, insomnia, Pain, augmented sensibility to im- 
pressions, delirium, tremMibg, etc.), etc. ' 

“As the nonnal phenomraa alhided . tb;nndfet JI th'S8e VtU 
nous heads are knpwn to occur nhder the superintending 
guidance and direction of the nervous' Eyst^m, it is but ra- 
tional to consider aH morbid actions id these connections as 
being influenced in their manifestations by abefrated nerv- 
ous action. ' 

“Thus augmetititions of temperature result from an in- 
creased activity of the causes which operate in the produc- 
tion of physiofdgical dr healthy Calorification, And indicate 
some positive change 1 - sotae decided’ disturbance— in the 
nervous system. As the essbtitial nature of the febrile state 
been recognized, sincC thd dayfe of 'G alen, to' consist in a 
w prater naturen, it ftflloWs that fever, which fe the most 
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nniverpajand important of ah thesymptoms of inflatnma 
tiom is. ; w hpelf.ja phqijbmflnon of pervejrt^d or disturbed 
nervous actipu.. / - ' , , , , L . .. 

“In the Same way it can be shown tliM pJl morbid 
changes, alluded to as occurring. alike in, the circulatory sys- 
tem, m ttya secerning organs, ( pad i Q the nerves themselves, 
are similarly produced, and ppsspff the same pathological 
significance. ; n » , j, 

“ Whatever may be the natu^o of tbisdjstorfaftce in. the 
nervous system, the pfiect of ihe hypodermic administration 
of morpltpa ,ii to calm it. It .seems to coerce the whole or- 
ganism-centers, filaments, and all — into a state of profound 
quiescence. It' establishes throughout the entire system one 
uniform standard or condition of vitality, to which every 
cell, tissue, organ, and function is compelled to- conform, and 
through the instrumentality of whjch the morbid processes 
are suspended qr paralyzed. / !' . # * * 

“I have repeatedly cured intermUients of the most persis- 
tent character by injecting morphia subcutaneously ft phorf 
period in advance ,ot the expected paroxysm o r after its de- 
velopment, and repeating the operation on the seventh day 
of several succeeding weeks. Morphia is much less irrita; 
ting to the tissues man quipia., while itq effects in this con* 
nection are npt the less satisfactory., . , 

In the exacerbation of remittent^ when attended with vio- 
lent retching, severe jn usaular pain, great Restlessness, and 
eyep intense lipadftonej i. have, often, witnessed an almost in- 
etantaneoqs ( i abatement pf.all fpq sy tnptofn^ together, with 
the development of a. cppibuVpertpifation after the intro- 
duction pnd^rijhp s^jii Ot a full dose of morphia. 

. “,Iu ttfpMid jever^ when .t^e , patient, is ihoydinately “ ner- 
vous, resuebs, morbidly vi^iaotj, tremulous* py^tjliarly sen- 
sitives to m<^bia impressions, etc,} this rpipedy answers well. 

“ You hyave doubtless attended .oases this disease, in 
which many of the symptoms of cerebritis presented them- 
selves, when your judgments convinced yon in advance, and 




the morbid lesion, existed, qxcluslvelyjn the intestines. The 
deliripm thup'de veloped tbrppgh file instrumentality of per- 
vons reflejc, actioq,, furhishep pfliargumenf against tne. ushof 
opium, bqR father an iudicatjpp | fpr.ila^eijhployment., !, 1(f . ^ 
“ In a case of miusstwcgpiio^^ficurpng in the practice of 
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my father, Dr. Wit 0. W asxbi, after stercor^pqops vomiting 
had occurred, and innumerable remedies having been tried in 
vain, an injection of morphia, under the pkin afforded al^noej 
instant relief. * * • 

“Ihe hypodennic employment, of morphia ppaa^as^eqnafl 
curative properties^ many ja^Geptiona which perfla^ exclu- 
sively to the domain of surgery, and 1 must ask your indul- 
gence, while briefly recapitulating my experience in that, re- 
gard. | ; ' k , .* Y; 

“In several eases of strangulated inguinal tumor., Ybenpr- 
dinary remedies had failed to induce a snflieient relaxation tf<p 
render a return of the ipfestine by taxis possible, J -ha v^ 
promptly overcome the spasm, by injecting morphia immedi- 
ately over the point of •anstriction. These rpsqljs yere duo 
to the direct sedative qr. narcotic action' of the drug, and to 
nothing else. • ', : . . , ’ , " . , , 

“Last summer I was consulted by a youhg man whd was 
suffering witn orchitis in its primitive stage. There was al- 
ready considerable swelling, together with great tenderness, 
pain, and redness of the part. , 

“Half a grain of themilphate df morphia in solution, was ' 
injected directly over the track.of . the cord as it passes from 
the inguinal candle and the patient- placed in ’his bed. On 
the succeeding morning, ifomd that he had slept profoundly 
during the entire night, and that not . A tirade .of inflamma- 
tion renowned, , . . ... , . , y 

“In die sameway, and with equal success, I have treated 
traunatio erysipelas — which is frequently nothing more tljan 
an acute entitis— a tendency to gangrene from eiedpsive 
local inflammation, and phlebitis of a .very decided character. 

“ During the war, I Was summoned hurriedly, on one occa- 
sion, top map whp had received a deep .%omnd of ihe right 
lung, from a bowie knife in' the hands- of a drunken com- 
panion. The usnal symptoms Of this accident presented 
themselves, and the patient was in a very critical , condition. 
Turning him upon the opposite} side, 1 injected • p gt&iu of 
morphia in solution under the skin, and, so Soon as .'sleep 
was induced and the haemorrhage restrained,' closed the 
wound hermetically ! There was do subsequent Dleedmgi jhe 
respiratory movements were, sufficiently restrained, bptlitjtle 
congh was developed, no inflammatory symptoms appeared, 
and under the repeated use of the remedy originally emj- 
ployed, the ppse, rapidly progressed to a favorable conql oslp* 1 * 

.1 ' Mm : I/*. 
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. “Within a 'few days, I have attended a .flattest who was 
suffering spasmodic stricture, which had been . greatly in- 
creased by repeated attempts to introduce 1 a catheter. His 
Madder was greatly distended, and the pain excessive.^ An 
imeCtion of half a grain- morphia into the artn, immediately 
relaxed the spasm, and restored the Voting 1 man to health. 

W ' ■# • '# .1 . ».!•*. Ml?* *. ' ■ 

“From these instances of the curati vd action incident to 
this mode of medication, as well as from many others to 
■#hich I might refer, if time and space pertditted, 'it is plain, 
that for the relief ofpain, the relaxation of spasm, the abate- 
ment of irritation, the induction OF sleep, the control of the 
secerning organs, and the restraint of certain forms of in- 
flammation in their primitive stage, this remedy deserves to 
stand primus inter pares in the estimation of an enlightened 
and progressive profession.” , 


American flfedioal Association. 


Association will be held in Quteuraati, On Tuesday, May 7th, 


1««7, at 11 o’clock A. M. •• j ■ 

The following Committees are expected to report : 

' r On Quarantine, Dr. Wilson Jewell, Pa., chairman. 

"On Ligature of Subclavian Artery, Dr. Willard Parker, 
N. T., chairman. ." 

1 On Progression of Medical Science^ pr.‘, JOrotue C. Smith, 
3L'-*fT., chairman. 

Oh the Comparitive 0 Yalue of Life' ih'City and Chnfitry, 
Dr. Edward Jarvis, Mass., chairman. 

On Drainage and Sewerage of Cities, &c., Dr. Wilson 
Jewell, Pa., cnalfmaq. 

On the Dee of Plaster of Paris in Surgery, Dr. James L. 
Little, N. T., chairman. 

On Prize Essays, Dr. F. Donaldson, Md.^chairman. 

On, Medical Eaacatioh, Pr. S, D. Gross, Fa., chairman. 

On Medical Literature, Dr. A. O/Post, N. Y n chairman. 

On Instruction in Medical Colleges, Dr. iNathhn S. Davis, 

pljchalrmah: ; ' i 1 ” , L ' ‘ 

“ On Rank of Medical Men in the Army, Dr. D. H. IStorer, 
Mass., chairman. 
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On Rank of Medical Men ip the Nft*y, Dr. W r M. Wood, 
U. S. N., chairman. , ' , ' , 

On Insanity, Dr. Isaac Rat, R. J- r chairman. 

On American Medical ^Necrology, t|r. C. C. Cox, Md., 
chairman. 

On the Causes of Epidemics, Dr. Thomas Antisell., D. 0., 
chairman. 

On Compulsory Vaccination,Dr. A- N. Bell, N. Y., chair- 
man. 

On Leakage of Gas-Pipes, Dr. J. C. Draper, N.T., chair- 
man. : ' ■/ 

On Alcohol and its Relations to Man,' Dr. J. R. W. Dun- 
bar, M4U, chairman. 

On the Various Surgical Operations for the Relief of De- 
fective Vision, Dr. M. A. Pallen, Mo., chairman. 

On Local Anesthesia, Dr. E. Krackowitzer, N. Q., chair- 
man. 

On the Influence .upon Vision of the Abnormal Condi- 
tions of the Mnscn'ar Apparatus of the Eye, Dr. H. D. 
Noyes, N. Y., chairman. 

On the Comparative Merits of the Different Operations 
for the Extraction of Vesicle Calculi, Dr. B. J. Raphael, N., 
Y., chairman. 

On the Therapeutics of Inhalation, Dr. J. Solis Cohen, 
Pa., chairman. 

On the Deleterious Articles used in Dentistry, Dr. Augus- 
tus Mason, Mass., chairman. 

On Medical Ethics, Dr. Worthington Hooker, Conn., 
chairman. 

On the Climatology And Epidemics of Maine, Dr. J. C,;, 
Weston. 

Of New Hampshire, Dr. A. Stackpole. 

Vermont, Dr. Henry Janes. 

Massachusetts, Dr. Alfred O. Garrett. 

Rhode Island, Dr. O. W. Parsons. 

Connecticut, Dr. B. H. Cathn. , . , 

New York, Dr. E. M. Chapman. 

New Jersey, Dr. Ezra M. Hunt; 

Pennsylvania, Dr. D. P. Condie. 

Delaware, Dr. — Wood. 

Maryland, Dr. O. 8. Mahon. 

Georgia, Dr. Juriah Harriss. 

Missouri, Dr. Geo. Engelman. 
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u ')si bgraptifeal. 


■ Alabama, I5f. !R. iMiller. 

Texa? ? Dr. Greensville Dowell. 

; Illiqoi?, Dr.R. O. JIamiL 

Indiana, Dr. J. F. Hibberd. 

: District p f Columbia, Dr. T. Antisell. 

Iowa, Dr. j. W. H. Baker. 

Michigan, Dr. Abm. Sager. 

Ohio, Ur. J. W. Rdssell. 

Secretaries- of all Medical Organizations are requested to 
forward lists of their Delegates as soon as elected, to the 
Peirmbuent JSedretftfy . ; 1 

W. B. ATKINSON, 

‘ ‘ ; ‘ 215 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 


■ ' JBIBLIOGBAPHIOATI 


• : » ; ■ 

The 'Junctions and Disorder* of the Reproductive Organs in '. 
Children, Youth, Adult Age, and Advanced Lift } consid- 
ered in their Physiological, social, and moral relations. , By 
.fflujuut R. C. S., 

. ' ,h> * j . 

^boy^e* work, from the publishing house of Lindsay & 
Blakiston, Philadelphia, is, we think, a most excellent pro* 
dilution. 1 It comprises subjects of the highest importance <o^ 
the practicing physician, the st^dy of which many have al- 
most entirely neglected. Grave functional disorders of the 
reproductive organs, producing the most distressing mental 
and general nervous disturbance, are of such frequent occur- 
rence, and so often lightly regarded, or entirely overlooked 
by the practitioner, that thd thorough study of the subjects 
contained in the volume tyefore us, is decidedly important to 
the successful treatment of many forms of mysterious ner- 
vous derangement. Patients theibselvies require to be care- 
fully instructed in many of the principles laid doWn in the 
book. Vicious habits, in the voluntary departure from iho 
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proper nee and management of the organa, oft eh result in 
the most depraved- and wretched. condition tp which man- 
kind is subject. ! ' 

The work is a 'handsome volume, of convenient size, and 
will be a useful addition to the library of all iphysicSans. 
Practical works, suck . as this, which meet the demands of 
the busy practitioner, are of much more importance to him 
than large volumes of fine-spun theories on subjects not of 
immediate and constant interest. 


We have just received from the author, a pamphlet of 130 
pages, on Spurious Vaccination. By Joseph Janes, Mi D., 
Professor of Physiology .and Pathology |n the Medical De- 
partment of the University of Nasville. j - j 
The work is made up of Researches upon the r abnormal 
phenomena accompanying and following vaccination in the 
Confederate Army.” - - - | 

We have merely glanced at its contents, and ; eannot, there- 
fore, speak of it only as the researches of si laborious inves- 
tigator, on a very interesting and important subject. 

We expect useful information in its perusal, and shall 
avail ourselves of it soon. 


Injuries of the Spine, with, an Analysis of nearly four hun- 
dred cases. By John Ashhurst; jr., A. M., M. D., Fellow 
of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia ; Member of 
the Academy of Natural Sciences; Member of the Patho- 
logical Society of Philadelphia, etc., etc. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott & Co. London : Trnbner & Co. 1867. 

This beautiful little monograph of 127 pages; embraces all 
that ig known of Injuries of the Spine. There is a large ■ 
amount of valuable information in a small compass. The 
Appendix of cases in tabular form, with analysis, embraoes 
391 cases. ' JSvery Physician should have this little volume. < 
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ARTICLE I. 

. ' ) 

Hypodermic administration cf Medicinal Agents. By Wit. 

A. Gannons, M. D., of Americus, Ga. 

I have been using Hypodermic injections for several 
months, with the most satisfactory results. Bnt having no 
data to control me in doses, and no experience as to the re- 
medies best adapted to this mode of administration, my pro- 
gress has been necessarily slow. But if I shotfld never mftkO 
farther progress, I am felly remunerated for all my trouble. 
I now enter the chamber of suffering, blowing that I have 
in my possession an unfailing remedy for pain. “ Relieve 
me of my pain, Doctor,” is the dry of the sufferer. - With a 
Hypodermic! isyringe, this agonizing cry can be promptly, 
and without injury, hushed. 

I have employed Hypodermic injections in all forms of 
nenralgia, — both local and general, — in hysteria, wakeful- 
ness, delirium tremens, rheumatism, gout, threatened mis- 
carriage, puerperal peritonitis, fever, painful affections of 
the nerves, caused by injuiy ; and in all cases where pain 
Calls for immediate relief: and when its employment for 
some potent reason is not contra-indicated. I have not time 
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to give my experience and results in the treatment of all 
these affections by the Hypodermic method, and will, there- 
fore, give practical facts. 

The medicines I have used, with their doses, 'for a single 
injection, are as folio wb : — 

Morphia Acetas, from 1-6 to £ grain. 

Atropaa Sulphas, from 1-60 to 1-30 grains, 
liquor Opii Comp. (Squibb’s) from 6 to 60 drops. 
Yeratrum Yeride (Norwood’s) from f to 2 drops. 

Sulph. Quinine, from 3 to 8 grains. < 

Tr. Cannabis Indies, from 10 to 20 drops. 

I make it a rule to begin with a minimum dose, establish 
a point of tolerance, and increase the number of drops as 
circumstances require. For general use, I prefer Dr. Squibb’s 
comp, liquor of opium, which contains one grain of mor- 
phia to one hundred dropB of the medicine ; but when the ano- 
dyne effects are equal to officinal laudanum, the minimum 
dose is five drops ; and can be extended to sixty drops at a 
single injection. I find it much less apt to produce nausea 
than any of the preparations of opium, and can be borne by 
the most delicate female. 

To produce a quicker and more powerful effect, I employ 
the following solution of acetate of morphia : — 

9 — Acetate Morphia, gr. xxiv. 

Dist. Water, 

Acetic Acid, qs. — M. 

Inject from 5 to 10 drops. 

If I wish to produce a stiU more speedy and 'powerful ef- 
fect, I combine with the dose of morphine a few drops of 
solution of atropia, as follows : — 

H— Sulphate Atropia, gr i. 

Dist. Water, 3 iv. 

Acetic Acid, qs. — M. 

Inject from three to eight drops. 

Atropia iB a very powerful drug, and must be used very 
cautiously. While the morphine and atropia act well when 
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combined, yet one is an antidote for the other. For instance : 
if you inject an over-dose of the atropia, you can counter- 
act its effects in a moment with an injection of morphine; 
and met versa. This is very singular hut true ; and should 
be remembered ; for I have frequently given an over-dose of 
each, not knowing how much my patient would tolerate. 

The tr. verat. veride must be used very cautiously . My 
friend Dr. G. F. Cooper, of this city, injected in the arm of 
a young man, suffering from ordinary fever — pulse 112 — 
three-fourths o£ a drop of veratrum and four and one-half 
drops of the solution of morphine, which produced distressing 
nausea in ten minutes, and its full constitutional effects in 
twenty minutes ; and no more was given or required during 
that paroxysm of fever. 

In a case of profound coma, under my care, following a 
congestive chill, I injected two drops, which produced violent 
vomiting in five minutes, and fall constitutional effects in 
fifteen minutes. The patient was a strong and robust youth 
ofl8year8. .He was completely relieved; and with large 
doses of quinine, recovered in a few days. I believe when 
tested, that veratrum will prove a most powerful auxiliary 
in the treatment of neuralgia, injected under the skin, at the 
painful point . 

Sulphate of quinine acts promptly in doses from three to 
eight grains. I use the following solution : 

9 — Sulph. Quinine, grs. xxx. 

Sulph. Acid, gtt. x. 

Water, 3ss. — M. 

Tr. cannabis indica acts well in doses from ten to twenty 
drops. I have but little experience, as yet, with it. 

From my experience, the Hypodermic administration of 
medicine commends itself above any other method, for the 
following reasons : — 

1st— The amount received into the system is accurately 
known; every particle that is injected is absorbed / which 
is not the case in stomachic doses. For instance : if we in- 
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troduce one-sixth of a grain of morphine beneath the skin, 
the effect that follows is that of the wliole one-sixth ; but if 
the same quantity is introduced by the stomach or rectum, 
the effect produced is only equal to the quantity absorbed. 

2d — Rapidity of absorption is a great advantage of Hy- 
podermic injections. For when introduced through the 
stomach, remedies have to pass through the portal system be- 
fore reaching the general circulation. 

3d — There are no circumstances under which it cannot be 
administered when indicated. Because the Medical agents 
tastes badly, is nauseating or bitter, or the patient being 
delirious, refuses medicine altogether, or is unable to open his 
mouth or move the jaws, as in tetanus, we can inject it un- 
der the skin. 

4th — y ? s get a local and general effect at the same time, 
which makes it particularly advantageous in neuralgia, where 
we have both a local and a general disorder. 

5th — Persons who will not tolerate any of the prepara- 
tions of opium by the stomach, will receive it kindly, and 
bear it charmingly when introduced sub cutaneously. This 
alone should recommend it to the attention of every phy- 
sician, as of incalculable value. And, again, the constipa- 
tion and head symptoms, which usually follow the internal 
administration of the drug, are not to be apprehended. I 
will here mention two cases as demonstrating this point : — 

Case 1 . — Rev. A. A. Robinson, of this city, age about 
fifty, had his thigh fractured at middle of upper third, Dec. 
10th, 1866. After Liston’s long splint had been applied, und 
I had left him, thinking he would rest well from the chloro- 
form he had taken, until I should see him again, he became 
restless, and was suffering 6o much, the nurse administered 
about one-quarter grain of morphine by the stomach, which 
produced excrutiating pain in the region of his stomach, 
violent nausea, and great nervous derangement, which he inr 
formed me was the invariable effect of any of the preparations 
of opium upon his system, when taken by the mouth. Soon 
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u I reached his bed-side, I introduced tinder the skin of his 
arm ten minims of the solution of acetate of morphine, which 
brought complete relief in ten minutes ; and he rested quietly 
for the next twelve hours. His peculiar nervous disposition, 
and circumstances surrounding him at the time of the acci- 
dent, (being upon the eve of removing to another state) made 
him unusually restless and impatient, and, consequently, illy 
prepared for the quiet and composure required for a good 
recovery. Under these circumstances, it became necessary 
to administer the Hypodermic injections daily, sometimes 
morning and evening, for five weeks. During all this time 
there was no unusual constipation, no nausea, no loss of ap- 
petite, no unpleasant head symptoms, no colic; nor anything 
to retard a natural recovery from such an injury. Smith’s 
Anterior Splint was used after the inflammatory symptoms 
nibsided ; and there was no shortning — a most fortunate and 
happy result, attributable to the quiet and rest produced by 
the Hypodermic injections. He could not bear opium or 
any of its preperations by the stomach ; and his suffering 
must have been veiy great, coupled with a bad recovery, 
but for the Hypodermic injections ; and so convinced was 
he of this fact, that he would not leave for his new home 
in Sonthem Florida, until a Hypodermic Syringe was or- 
dered for him, and he instructed in its use. 

Cask 2. — Mrs. age 25, of this City, was suffering 

from acute articular rheumatism, and when called to see 
her, remarked, so soon as I entered her room, “ Doctor, you 
must not give me opium : it makes me crazy, and vomits 
me all next day.” The disease was located in her wrist 
and fingers of right hand, and had resisted counter-irritants, 
blisters, and the usual general constitutional treatment for 
several days. The great pain and loss of sleep for several 
days, had produced much prostration. I at once injected 
under the skin of the affected wrist twenty minims of 
Squibb’s liquor opii comp. ; and in ten minutes she was re- 
lieved of all her pain } apd in twenty minutes, was in a 
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sound sleep, which lasted twelve hours. She awoke much 
refreshed; and the injections were contined at lengthened 
intervals, — at same time giving her colchicum and iron for 
ten days, — when she was dismissed, cured. The prompt ac- 
tion of occasional saline cathartics was not interfered with 
by the injections; neither did she know that she was taking 
opium. 

6th— Finally, the remedy can always be at hand. The 
syringe is in a case, which contains a drachm vial, and can 
be carried in your vest pocket. No physician should be 
without one. The day will come when every physician will 
carry his Hypodermic syringe and morphine solution as re- 
ligiously as our respected fathers once carried their lancet. 
What an amount of suffering could have been saved in our 
late war, if the Hypodermic administration of medicine had 
been generally known and used ! Side by side with the dis- 
coverer of cloroform, and its adaptation to practical pur- 
poses, should be placed the man who first introduced to the 
notice of the profession this mode of the administration of 
remedial agents. In America, this credit is due Dr. Antoine 
Ruppaner, of Boston, whose indefatigable labors have ena- 
bled him to present to the profession a neat little work on 
Hypodermic injections; and from whose writings upon the 
subject I received my first impressions ; and from whom I 
have drawn largely for the views contained in this commu- 
nication. The afflicted of every section will “ rise up and 
call him blessed.” 

The instrument I use is made by Tieman & Co., of N. Y., 
and consists of a graduated glass barrel, with a brass screw- 
piston, though so arranged that it can be worked as an ordi- 
nary P. P. syringe. A two drachm syringe is the most con- 
venient size for ordinary purposes. Accompany in the sy- 
ringe, in same case, are two hollow needles, which ought to 
be very sharp. The finer the needle the better, for obvious 
reasons. 

The operation is simple. Take hold of & fold of the skin. 
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with the left index finger and thumb, bo as to make the 
part beyond the fingers tense ; then pass the needle 
through it with a quick movement. Throw in the solution 
slowly, and press the finger gently over the puncture for a 
moment after withdrawing the point of the syringe, so as to 
prevent the escape of any fluid, and to prevent bleeding. 
My friend, Dr. Geo. F. Cooper, of this City, suggests that 
th » point be allowed to remain introduced under the skin, 
and the syringe detached, in cases where we are not well 
satisfied as to the dose required to produce the required ef- 
fect, so that said dose may be increased without having to 
repuncture the skin. This is a good suggestion, since it 
saves the patient the pun and fear of a second puncture ; 
and we have to wait but a few moments to settle the ques- 
tion. 

There is a diversity of opinion as to th % point of injection — 
whether at the painful point or any other point. Some 
benefit will be experienced by introducing the medicine any 
where in the cellular tissue. I have not time to enlarge here ; 
but my own experience is in favor of looolization of the in- 
jection, especially in neuralgia. I think it requires a smaller 
dose ; and the effect is mnch more satisfactory and perma- 
nent. 

In introducing the instrument, great care is required not 
to pierce a blood-vessel or wound a nerve. A correct knowl- 
edge of anatomy and caution, will prevent any accident of 
this kind. Neither should the same point be punctured twice 
in succession, — but immediately above it or below it. Fre- 
quent punctures at the same point endangers abscess. Vom- 
iting results from an over-dose of the preparations of opium 
or atropine. This you will control easily with sul. nit. bis- 
muth, or’oxalate of cerium. I prefer the latter. 

I will bring this hastily written article to a dose, by sta- 
ting a few cases from my note-book — treated with Hypoder- 
mic injections. For my own justification, I feel it my duty 
to state that this communication has been written under 
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p^epsi^ gr^jes^opsil engagements, and with ap honest desire 
that the attention of the profession may be directed to this 
pew and unexplored field of medicine, that promises such 
happy and beneficial results.. 

, 'Case 1. — Mrs. P.— of Americas, Ga., aged forty, mother 
of several children, consulted me first of December, 1866, 
for severe neuralgia of the face and head, of twenty years 
standings Pain confined to the left side, extends to the sa- 
gital suture, of a dull heavy nature, almost constant, but at 
one time more severe than at another; has lost the sight of 
the left eye from amaurosis several years since. She also 
complains of a circumscribed pain around the car. The lach- 
rymal branch of the ophthalmic division and the potio dura 
is evidently involved. 

She had taken and “ worn-out,” quinine, morphine, strych- 
nine, [valerian, iron, and in fact, the catalogue of neural- 
gia remedies. I advised the Hypodermic injection. She 
did not consent to it until December 25th, when I was sent 
for. I found her in one of her most painful paroxysms : I 
injected fifteen drops of the solution comp. liq. opii at the 
palpebral point ; and in ten minutes Mrs. P — -was at ease. 

Five days afterwards the operation was repeated ; again four, 
days later ; and occasionally afterwards at longer or shorter 
intervals, as her pain required ,for six weeks. The patient 
taking at same time, the hypophosphite of soda, in drachm 
doses, three times per day, and citrate of iron and strychnine 
in proper doses. 

No return of neuralgia at present date of writing— March 
28, 1867— being her longest period of relief since her attack. 
Her general health much better, and fast improving. 

Although sufficient length of time has not elapsed in this 
case, to test the permanency of relief, yet enough has been 
achieved to warrant the assertion, fiat if she is not cured, 
her disease is at ( least so much mitigated, as to make her life 
tolerably comfortable, with a strong hope and good prospect 
of permanent -relief. I fhall watch this pase with ipuch in- 
terest. 
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Cask 2. — Mrs. — —of this city, aged twenty; joyous, tew? 
porament, and very excitable; six months gone in pregnancy 
with first child,— sent for me December 18th, 186(f, in great 
haste, the messenger stating she was threatened \yith mis? 
carriage. Arrived in her room ten minutes before eleven 
o’clock, P. M. Found her suffering with severe bearing- 
down pains at intervals of every five minutes. , . 

At eleven o’clock, introduced ten minims of solution .ftce^ 
tate morphine, at the insertion of the deltoid muscle pf right 
arm. In fifteen minutes, said she felt very comfortable, amd 
in fifteen minutes more was sound asleep. She awoke at 
two o’clock, complaining of slight pain, when I introduced 
five minims more of the eolation, and left her. I saw her 
no more nntil 11th March, when I was sammopad to attend 
her in labor. After a painful and tedious labor of thirty 
hours, she gave birth to a large child. 

Three days after her delivery, she was violently attacked 
with puerperal peritonitis. All the pain of this terrible 
disease, in her case, was completely controlled by the Hypo- 
dermic administration of comp. liq. opii, whenever required, 
which in no wise interfered with the proper treatment. &hp 
is now out of danger, (March 23d) making a rapid recovery, 
and suffered less than any patient I ever treated, witbont the 
Hypodermic injections. 

This lady could not take, in any quantity, any of the prep- 
arations of opium, without the most; distressing vomiting 
and wakefulness; My friend, Dr. Cooper, visited this case 
with me, and witnessed the charming effects of the remedy. 

I think this a most interesting and instruotive aafle. 

Case 2. — Mr. , aged thirty, ot small statute, pprvoue 

temperament, consumptive, addicted to drinking, hadsuff- 
ared from an attack of delerium tremens for two days, whpp 
1 saw him. He bad suffered frequently from the disease. 

Morphine, valerian, chloroform, and veratrom had failed 
to control hie delerium.. He would not go to bed; attempted 
to move away from his friends ; refused to allow me to ex? 
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amine him izi any way; swore the house waB on fire, and the 
devil was trying to throw him into it, etc., etc. I found 
persuasion useless. I had him confined, and introduced at 
the first point I could (which was the top of his shoulder) a 
mixture of ten minims of the solution of acetate of mor- 
phine and five minims of the solution of sulphate of atropia. 
In fifteen minutes, he complained of feeling tired ; was put 
to bed, and went to sleep ; once or twice made feeble at- 
tempts to get up, but was easily controlled. 

In three hours, repeated the operation without the atro- 
pine. 

Heard no more from him for three or four days, when I 
saw him on the street. 

There is no physician who does not dread the annoyance 
of a case of delirium tremens. "Well, you need have no fur- 
ther dread, if you will provide yourself with a Hypodermic 
syringe. I have treated several cases with the above grati- 
fying result. 

Case. 4. Feb. 13th, 1807. I was called to visit Mr. G., 
two miles from town ; he is 22 yeare old, well built, and 
regular habits ; found him suffering excrutiatingly from bil- 
lions colic of three hours dnration; he had been freely 
vomited with mustard; had taken laudanum, morphine, 
chloroform, whisky, &c., &c., to no purpose. His friends 
thought he muBt certainly die. I at once introduced twenty 
minims of comp. liq. opii and five minims of solution of 
atropine in the.arm. In five minutes, considerably relieved ; 
and in ten minutes, completely at ease. Directed three comp, 
cathartic pills at bed time, and left him. He was attending 
to his business next day. ; 

Case 6. Was called to see Mr. 8., of this Gity, January 
16th, 1867; he is 38 years old, strong and robust ; found 
him suffering from an attack of remittent fever ; most in- 
tense pain in head, back, and limbs ; very irritable stomach, 
and great restlessness ; pulse 130, and full ; thirst very great, 
but vomits every time he attempts to take water ; has com- 
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plete disgast for medicine, and is clamorons for relief. I 
confidently promised to put him at ease in a few moments. 
I injected twenty minims comp. liq. opii nnder the skin oi 
his arm ; and in twenty minntes pain was charmed away, 
and sleep came when least expected. The stomach received 
and appropriated the remedies ; strength was not made su- 
bordinate to debilitating measures ; and convalesence was 
more rapid than ordinarily. 

Cask 6. Mr. R, of this City, had suffered for several 
months from tone-felons and carbuncles. He consulted me 
Dec. 18 , 1866 , — suffering from a palmer abscess of the right 
hand, and a carbuncle on back of hfe neck. He was in a 
• distressed condition ; was emaciated and anaemic from fre- 
quent attacks of chills and fever ; had not been able to sleep 
for several nights ; said he had been “ cut so much” he could 
not again submit to it ; and was afraid of chloroform, be- 
cause he was consumptive. I advised him to submit to the 
required operation under the influence of the Hypodermic 
injection of morphine, which I thought would at least make 
the pain bearable. He agreed to it ; and I Injected ten min- 
ims of the solution of morphine and five minims of the so- 
lution of atropine under the skin of the back of the affected 
hand. In five minutes he was so much effected as to be put 
to bed. I immediately made a deep incision through the 
palmer facia, turning out a considerable quantity of puss ; 
also at same moment opened the carbuncle on back of neck. 
He manifested but little pain or concern for the operation. 
Sleep was irresistible, which lasted several hours. He 
awoke considerably nauseated, which was speedily silenced 
with half grain of acetate of cerinm. 

I have had no other opportunity of testing the efficacy of 
Hypodermic injections in relieving the pain of minor ope- 
rations. In this ease it certainly acted well, and if I had 
waited until my patient was sound asleep, I doubt if he had' 
felt the pain at all, — as the pressing, syringing, and dressing, 
after he was asleep, did not disturb him. : 
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• It will be found invaluable in relieving pain and nervpna 
irritability in all surgical accidents. It ha^ also been found 
to prolojig.tbe ansestbcsia from chloroform. I now invaria- 
bly injectfrom one-quarter to one-half grain of morphine, 
^vhpn I expect my patient to be continued under chloroform 
for a length of time. The attention of the profession is re- 
spectfully called to this fact ; and I hope those having larger 
opportunities than myself will test its efficacy, and report 
their, experience to the profession. 

This article has been unintentionally spun out to an unin- 
teresting length. I only hope to call the attention of my 
professional brethren to this interesting and important sub- 
ject;, and if they will only try it, I have no misgivings 
about, their experience coinciding with mine. Its field, of 
application is not limited now, as formerly, to the various 
forms of neuralgia ; but its usefulness has been demonstra- 
ted in various other diseases, — thus opening up a most ex- 
tensive field for investigation. 


ARTICLE II. 

deduction of an unusual Dislocation of both Hones of the 
Fore Arm at the Elbow Joint , complicated with the fracture 
' of the internal condyle of the humerus and of the tip of the 
Caronoid process of the Ulna, two months after the receipt 
of the injury. Reported by A. W. Gbiggs, M. D., of West 
Point, G*. 

On the 6th day of December 1866, Dr. H. G. Tate, my 
CO-partner in the practice, was called to see Mr. W. II. Gtetk, 
a highly respectable merchant of this city, and found him 
Suffering from on injury received fifteen hours previously, 
by a fall frprn a vehicle. The accident occurred tire evening 
before, on the .Hamilton road, four miles distant fro m West 
Point. It appears that the animal working to the vehicle, 
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rushed precipitately forward, and the vehicle caine in con- 
tact with a stump, — thus throwing the patient from liis seat 
to the ground. He was considerably stunnod ; And whisky 
was obtained, and very freely administered by his compan- 
ions. As soon as reaction began, he made great complaint 
of his left arm. They continued the whisky, which Was rill 
that they had in the way of medicine, and brought him to 
the east side of the river, to the house of a friend in that 
part of the city, where he remained during the night, with- 
out medical attention. Dr. Tate found the left greatl^ 
tumefied : the soft tissues so much strutted that it was im- 
possible to make out a correct diagnosis. He ordered cold 
water to be constantly applied, and placed the patient un- 
der the strictest hygienic regimen — (of course antiphlogistic). 
On the 8th, the 3d day after the injury was received, I visi- 
ted the case with Dr. Tate, and found the arm enormously 
swollen, and considerably ecchymosed. I had fears that 
gangrene would take place ; but perseverencO in the plan 
already inaugurated caused a subsidence of the aggravated 
symptoms in the course of twelve or fifteen days, and we 
could begin to get an insight into the nature of the case. Jt 
was now our opinion, that there was a lateral displacement 
of the ulna inwards, with a slight fracture of the coronoid 
process, — thus admitting of the projection of the articulating 
Burface of humorus upon the anterior and inner aspect of 
the elbow joint. There was a)so evident fracture of the in- 
ternal condyle of the humerus, and the head of the radius 
was thrown behind the eminehtia capitata. ihe arm could 
not be flexed, and therefore was very painful rind inconve- 
nient to the patient. * Mr. C. had lost so much time from his 
business, that he entered for duty before having any opera- 
tion performed for his relief. We frequently advised him to 
do so; but the press of his avocation caused him to continue 
to procrastinate. Finally, being worn Out with suffering 
and inconvenience occasioned by the condition of thfe injured 
member, he resolved to submit himself again to his physi- 
cians for remedy. 
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We advised him of the probable danger that was\ con- 
nected with every such procedure ; and on the 5th day of 
February 1866, precisely two months from the time of the 
receipt of the injury, Dr. Tate and myself, with two other 
professional gentlemen of this city, undertook the reduction 
v of the dislocation. The muscles and ligaments about the 
joint were very rigid and resisting ; and the arm somewhat 
swollen, especially the wrist and hand, of which he had 
greatly complained all the time. Chloroform was adminis- 
tered by Dr. Gardner ; and Dr # Tate placed his knee against 
the joint, and with the assistance of Dr. Oslin and myself, 
he began, gradually, efforts to flex the arm. This plan failed, 
notwithstanding that it was repeated by Dr. Oslin, and, also, 
by myself. Chloroform did not produce its usual symptoms, 
overcoming the tonic contractions of the muscles. We now 
tried another plan. Dr. Tate grasped the fore arm, and an 
assistant made traction at the end of a short bandage, one 
end of which was fastened above the wrist, while Dr. Oslin 
and I placed our fore arms at the joint— the one above, and 
the other below, — thus making a double fulcrum. We were 
so situated as to use great force ; and the dislocation was, in 
this wise, reduced. The arm supporting the inferior ex- 
tremity of the humerus, produced counter extension ; and 
the arm acting upon the superior extremities of the bones 
of the fore arm, assisted by separating their new detachment ; 
also, disengaged them from their entanglement against the 
irregular surface with which they were in contact. Gradual 
and continued extension was made in the way above de- 
scribed, by Dr. Tate and his associates, pulling the arm first 
in the axis in which it was found, and then bringing it to a 
right angle. This being done, an angular splint was applied; 
and for the better security from accident, strips of adhesive 
plaster were passed from the waist to the shoulder of the 
opposite side, an anodyne administered, and cold water or- 
dered to be constantly applied. The symptoms which oc- 
curred subsequently to the reduction, were by no means so 
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iminent as those which appeared after the receipt of the 
primary injury. The patient still carries his arm in a sup- 
port, but can use it a little ; he can nearly straighten it ; and 
can also carry the hand to the mouth by the assistance of 
his other ; he has good use of his fingers ; and we think that) 
notwithstanding the many difficulties connected with the 
case, the result will prove a success. 

Mr. H. is low, heavy-set man, enjoys fine health, and is 
very athletic, and abont 87 years of 'age. We hesitated' as 
to the propriety of undertaking so serious a measure. In 
the first place, we might fracture the olecranon process, or 
break up unions just formed; secondly, we feared injury to 
important blood vessels, and also the renewal of active in- 
flammation. We were, however encouraged to attempt the 
reduction from a successful experiment previously made by 
Dr. W. F. Westmoreland, the Prof, of Surgery in the At- 
lanta Medical College, which consisted in reducing a dislo- 
cation of both bones of the fore arm backward, five months 
after the accident. 
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SELECTIONS 


A Case of Progressive Muscular Atrophy from Lead-Poir 
sorting . Under the care of l)r. Wilks. 

The patient whose case k here related, is still an inmate of 
the hospital. Her improvement, however, has been so steady 
and marked for some time past that there can be no object 
in delating the publication of her case, which is one of pe- 
culiar interest. It chanced that we saw her whilst Bhe was 
being admitted into the hospital, and the change which is 
now to be observed in her appearance is indeed remarkable. 
Obr aeoonnt of the case is partly derived from notes taken 
by Mr. Branford Edwards, Dr. Wilks’s clinical clerk, and 
partly from our own observation. 

Amelia C , aged twenty-four, single, admitted on the 

4th of July, 1866, in a state of extreme emaciation. She 
lies on her back, perfectly helpless, and presenting literally 
the appearance ot a skeleton. Every muscle in the body is 
wasted to a very unusual and remarkable extent. Those of 
the back share in the general atrophy, which, however, is 
perhaps most of all marked in the muscles of the hands and 
arms. The fingers are flexed, giving the characteristic “ grif- 
fin’s claw ” appearance, the flexion phalangeal and not the 
metacarpophalangeal joints. The interossei seem to have 
entirely disappeared so that the finger and thumb of an ob- 
server can be made between the metacarpal bones. The ra- 
dius and ulna can be made out throughout their length quite 
as distinctly as though covered only by integument, xhe legs 
and feet are in a very similar condition, do wasted are the 
abdominal muscles that the spine can be distinctly felt 
throughout the lumbar region. 

Her history is mainly derived from herself, and is not so 
clear as might be wished. It seems, however, that she began 
to menstruate at fourteen, and at that time was particularly 
fat. She lived at home with her parents, assisting in the 
household work, and although not very strong, enjoying 
very fair health. About five years ago she would appear to 
have sustained a great mental shock from the death of her 
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mother. She went on a visit to London, and there suffered 
from what she calls “inflammation of the bowels,” which laid 
her up for two months. She has never been so well, she 
thinks, since that attack ; but she was able to set about and 
work as nsnal. Her condition was one of debility, with ir- 
regnlar menstruation and slight histeria. In November, 
1864, she entirely ceased menstruating. In February, 1866, 
she left her home, owing to her father marrying again, giv- 
ing up his farm, and taking a situation. She seems to have 
fretted very much at these changes and at her failing health. 
For nights together, she says, she did not sleep, thinking of 
her troubles. She got weaker, and lost her appetite. At 
this time (seventeen months before admission) she went to 
stay with a Bister living at a village in Kent. Soon after 
her arrival (we learn from the doctor who attended her) she 
. suffered more than once from attacks of histeria ; and she 
had not been there more than six or seven weeks when her 
health became worse than ever. She suffered from constant 
vomiting, abdominal pain, and gradual increasing weakness 
in her extremities, which she first noticed, she thinks, in her 
hands and arms. She lost all power over her limbs, and lay 
helpless in bed. In July, 1865, she lost her voice for about 
eight weeks, at the end of which time it returned.. From 
tins time she never left her bed for a year. At first there 
was great constipation of the bowels, sometimes no action 
taking place for a month. This was succeeded after some 
months Dy diarrhoea, andshe passed her motions involuntarily. 
She never, however, lost control over her bladder. In this 
helpless, emaciated condition she lay, vomiting her food 
sometimes for weeks together, until her admission into Guy’s 
Hospital in July, 1866. It must be noted, however, that her 
condition at that time was not quite so bad as it had been 
in the January preceding. There was, if anything, a little 
more power over the limbs. 

On examination, Dr. Wilks discovered a blue line along 
file margin of the lower gum, and a less distinct one on the 
upper. On making inquiry into the possibility of exposure 
to lead, it was found that the water which she had been drin- 
king came from a well close to the house, and was pumped 
up through a leaden pipe. It was surface water, and was 
very soft. A quantity was sent up for analysis, and Dr. 
Stevenson found that it contained a very minute amount of 
lead. It was ascertained that she had been living in one of 
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two semi-detached cottages, each of which was supplied 
from the same well, but owing to its position, there was 
twice the length of lead piping conducting the watre into 
the adjacent noose as into that which she occupied. The 
former was inhabited by a gardener and his wife, who had 
never suffered any ill effects. The latter contained, besides 
the patient, five persons : her Bister and brother-in-law with 
three children. The only thing that could be learned about 
them was a doubtful history of weakness in one wrist of 
which the sister was understood to complain. 

The patient wae ordered to take five grains of iodide of 
potassium three times a day, and to be galvonized (faradisa- 
tion) daily. For a month after admission she suffered much 
from looseness of the bowels and vomiting. The diarrhoea 
was apparently due to muscular relaxation. Under strong 
induced currents the flexor muscles were found to contract 
but there was no action in the extensors. By slow degrees 
the electro-motility of the muscles improved. On the 6th 
of September it is noted that “ she is going on well ; the 
muscles are obviously incijeaing in size. In October she was 
able to be moved into another ward. She could use the 
hands a little but could not stand.: She became able to 
write and employ knife and fork. In November she walked 
across the ward with the aid of a chair. On the 3d of De- 
cember she menstruated for the first time during two years. 
Rapid improvement took place during the month; and when 
we saw her a few days since she was able to walk about 
without assistance, and her hands presented an appearance 
which was nearly natural. She is still very thin, but she 
has lost that look of frightful emaciation which formerly be- 
longed to her. 

Dr. Wilks believes the case to be one of muscular atrophy 
from lead, insusceptibility of the extensor muscles to the 
induced current strongly favors this view, which is confirmed 
by the finding of lead in the water consumed, and the pres- 
ence of the blue line on the gums . — London Lancet . 


A Case of Hysterical Paraplegia. 

Wilks. 


Under the care of Dr. 


Not less interesting, though from a different point of view, 
is another case in the same ward with the last patient. In 
this, which is a good specimen of a very common class, the 
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real malady eo deists in a dormant state of the will. Borne 
interesting remarks on this subject will be found in Dr. 
Wilks’s paper on “Functional Diseases of the Nervous Sys- 
tem,’’ in the recent volume of Guy’s Hospital Reports. The 
length of time during which the patient had suffered from 
her symptoms, and the rapid improvement when she was 
subjected to the necessary moral treatment, make the case a 
very striking one. Our account is derived from notes taken 
by the ward clerk, Mr. J. A. Sharp. 

E. 0 , aged seventeen, admitted Dec. 3d, 1866. She 

has always lived at home with her parents, and is the young- 
est but one of a family of five. Nine years ago she bad an 
attack of what her friends called colic, which lasted two weeks. 
Five years ago she had rheumatic fever. She had a second 
attack of colic three years ago, which lasted three weeks. 
Six months later than this she was taken with pain in the 
left side and abdomen, which was increased on pressure and 
on attempting to sit up. After six months there was a re- 
mdaaien of the piun, which lasted three months; theni t re 
tuned, and has since been increasing and lessening in se 
verity. Two years and five months ago (one month after 
the commencement of pain in the side and abdomen) she 
lent the use of her legs, and was unable to sit up ; and the 
pain in the abdomen was increased if she was placed in any 
oat the recumbent posture. The sensation of the legs was 
not lost, but she occasionally had a kind of twitching and 
trembling in them. Twelve months ago commenced a fre- 
quent barking cough ; no expectoration. Six months ago 
sne was mesmerised, and after this it was better for a short 
time. Her bowels are very costive. When she first took to 
her bed they were sometimes not open for twenty days ; and 
she now passes seven days without a motion unless purga- 
tives are administered. She has very groat pain when a 
motion. is passed. The urine is contained in the bladder at 
'will; and micturition is painful. Has menstruated regularly 
since thirteen years of age, but the quantity of discharge 
has always been small. Appetite capricious, hut food taken 
in small quantities is easily digested. 

Condition on admission . — The appearance of the body 
generally is healthy and well nourished ; the muscles of legs 
a little wasted; heart-sounds normal; pulse regular, full; 
lungs resonant; good respiration on both sides; lies con- 
stantly on her back in bed, complaining of pain in left side 
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and Abdomen ; attempt® tb raise her or sit her t^> increases 
the pain ; cough frequent, hoarse, barking; no expeetoratibn. 

Progress of case and treatment. — On Deo. 6th Dr. Wilks 
ordered her to be slightly faradised, not frith the view of its 
-being' of any therapeutical value,butsimply tooccnpy the 
patient’s mind with something. 

Dec. 6th. — With assistanbe she got up and Bat in a chaw 
sometime without pain. The bowels not having been relieved 
for several days, Dr. Wilks Ordered her one groin each of 
the extract of nnx vomit) a, extract of aloes, ana sulphate of 
iron, in. a pill, to be taken night and morning. 

9th. — She again got up for a short time. Cough less fre- 
quent and hoarse. 

10th.— Bowels relieved for the first time in ten days. 

13th. — Bowels again open ; cough occasional and has al- 
most entirely lost its hoarse barking character. 

14th.— Sits up several hourB every day, and by holding oh 
by a chair and pushing it along can warn several yards. 

17th. — The bowels .are relieved daily. To-day She est-wp 
several hours, and with assistance walked about thirty yards. 
Has sufficient power in her legs to stand, but in walking re- 
quires something to steady her. She still feels pain in her. 
abdomen and side, but it is much less severe than former- 
ly. — lb. 


Complete Transverse Division of the Urethra by a Kick of 
a Morse on the Perineum ; Perineal Section; Recovery. 
Under the care of Mr. Birkbpit. ■ - ' 

G. C , aged fourteen, a fine healthy youth, was admit- 

ted at midday on June 28th, 1866. About twenty-four hooka 
previously a horse kicked him in the perineum. He did not 
feel much pain at the time, end walked -home, a distance of 
a quarter of a mile, immediately afterwards. He then rweart 
to bed. A medical man visited him in the evening, and en- 
deavored to pass a catheter, but without success. Warm fo- 
mentations were then applied to the abdomen, and some 
blood flowed from the urethra. In the night he felt pain in 
the loins. Next morning, 'having passed no urine uinae the 
accident, he was brought to the hoepit&h 
On admission, the perineum was slightly swollen and eo- 
chymosed; the bladder; inucjb distended, reached far above 
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the pubes. Unsuoseesfhl attempts were made by Mr. Bir- 
kett to pass a catheter into the bladder, the point of the in- 
strument bfeing arrested in its coarse just beneath the bnbic 
arch. Considerable haemorrhage from the urethra accom- 
panying these gentle attempts to pass a catheter led Mr. Bir- 
kett to the conclusion that the canal was torn ; more partic- 
ularly, too, as the instrument seemed disposed to take an 
erratic course, and its poiht eould be felt too distinctly in the 
perineum. Hie decided therefore to open the perineum. 
Chloroform was given; and after another unsuccessful at- 
tempt to introduce a flexible catheter, a grooved staff was 
passed down to the perineum, and an incision made along 
the raphe from the posterior edge of the scrotum to the 
anns for about an inch and a half. Some coagulated blood 
wai turned from the depths of the wound, when the nrethra 
and it* surrounding textures were found completely divided 
transversely. By compressing the bladder over tne pubes, 
urine was made to issue from the posterior division of the 
ruptured canal, which was hanging into the wound, in con- 
sequence of its beifeg detached from the corpora cavernosa, 
for about a quarter of an inch. The line of rapture in the 
nrethra was not perfectly transverse, but ran obliquely across 
, from below anteriorly to above at the back part ; and, in con- 
sequence of the contractility of the tissue, the two ends of 
the divided canal werefuffy nalf an inch apart. Mr. Birkett 
passed a flexible catheter along the anterior division of the 
■rathra, out at the perineal wound, aad thence through the 
posterior division into the Madded; he then brought to- 
gether the two .ends of the raptured nrethra upon the cathe- 
ter, and tied them with one silk sntnre introduced in the 
Middle line; of the under surface. The urethra was not 
tonohed by the knife anting the operation. The flexible ca- 
theter wna fixed jin the bladder. 

June 80§h (tecOtid day).— All the urine passed through 
&e esthete* ;- hone by the perineal wound. ' The skin around 
fhef wound was healthy, and the sides Of the wound were 
Wbedvrith pud. He slept and ate well, and bad no pain. 

- July 681 (eighth day).— Catheter removed from urethra;" 
it irtcs slightly coated at the end with phosphates. 

' Tth (ninth day).— iJSlaee the removal of the instrument he 
had made water four %imte ; H mostly passed in the peoperdi- 
redion, buta-litfleeeeaped sft tbe perineal wound (less latterly 
fhankt ®rtl)i Tbeurine first passed was turbid and con- 
tained albumen. 
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9th (eleventh' day). — Urine esoapjsd freely through peri-' 
neum ; its passage unaccompanied with smarting. The mine' 
was not albuminous. ' 

12th (fourteenth day). — Made water easily; very little 
passing through perineum. 

26th (twenty-eighth day).-— The quantity of urine coming 
by the perineum had gradually decreased until, during the. 
three prceding days, there had not been any escape in that 
direction. The wound was healed. He had never had a bad 
symptom ; and he left the hospital to-day, having been under, 
treatment twenty-eight days. The suture was never seen, 
although it was probably cast off in the discharge. 

November 8th. — He called on Mr. Birkett to-day. He, 
passed a full stream of urine without the sligteet difficulty; 
and there seemed to be no symptom of contraction of user 
urethra, although three months had elapsed since the pOrit; 
neal wound was healed. — lb. 

..t 

. ■•!. 

Middlesex Hospital. — Treatment of Acute Orchitis by the 
Alternate application of Heat an Cold. Under the care’ 
of Mr. Nunn. i 

In private practice there is, in the treatment of gonorrhoea* ; 
no complication so much dreaded by the surgeon asi that of; 
swelled testicle ; especially since the occurrence at this dis- 
order of the testicle is too frequently Attributed to .soma 
fault of management. The severity of die pain and the 
“ sympathetic ’"disturbance of the general system have doubt- 
less originated the very active plans of treatment often- pro-; 
sued in such cases. Whether surgical pathologietsiaVeSmbt* 
ly correct in teaching that the inflammatory action U limited; 
to the epididymis, or not, it can soarcely be denied that .the 
“sympathetic” phenomena have frequently relation to the 
nerve-supply of the body of the testis itself, or, are such aa 
would result from violent impressions on tl$. body of the 
testis. The pain of ordinary swelled testicle is very variably 
In some cases the distress is great from a terrible .weight . in 
the loins ; in other cases the pain is chiefly referred to th$ 
crural branch of the genito-orural nerve ; but in all pgsee 
swelling is the remarkable symptom. The swelling greatly 
depends on effusion into the tunica vaginalis, thqnghaf course 
the highly vascular and abundant connective tofswo of : the 
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epididymis and the equally vascular structures of the scro- 
tum have also an important share in the general enlarge- 
ment. Mr. Nunn employs the alternate influence of hot 
and cold water m overcoming the inflammatory engorge- 
ment, having recourse to compression by strapping only in 
the late stage of the affection, when tenderness has in a 
great measure subsided. 

Cask 1. (No. 80 in Register J — J. H , aged twenty-six, 

was admitted on the 30th of May last, under the care of Mr. 
Nnnn. He had swelled testes one week : gonorrhoea three 
weeks. ' No sickness nor pain in the loins. Ordered to have 
a hot bath with cold douche over the testicle daily ; half 
drachm doses of tincture of sesquichloride of iron three 
times a day. 

In two days the symptoms were greatly relieved. His 
stay in the hospital was twenty-one days, owing to the con- 
tinuance of the urethral discharge. Tne testicle was strap- 
ped on the 8th of June. 

Cask 2. (No. 153 in Register.) — W. P , aged twenty- 

three, was admitted on the 27th of June last, with acute or- 
chitis and gonorrhoea. He was ordered a hot bath with cold 
douche daily, and a compound copaiba draught. 

On the 4th of July he was discharged cured. The date of 
attack was June 21st. Stay in hospital seven days. 

Cask 3. (No. 236 in Register) — J. H ; age not re- 

corded. Admitted Jnly 26th. Four leeches and a purga- 
tive were ordered by the house-surgeon. On the 28th a hot 
hath with cold douche was ordered twice a day by Mr. Nunn. 

The patient was discharged cured on the 2d of August. 
His stay in the hospital was six days. The testicle was 
stepped before he was discharged. 

lie beneficial influence of alternate application of heat 
and cold probably depends on the removal of the condition 
of stasis by the alternate dilation and contraction of the ves- 
•eh in or near the inflamed parts. The crowded and adhe- 
rent blood-corpuscles are again passed into circulation, and 
nutritional are substituted tor inflammatory processes. 

The method of applying heat and cold to the testes is as 
follows The patient is placed in a hot bath ; after six or 
ten minutes a current of cold water is directed on to the tes- 
ticle by means of an india-rubber tube for a minute or two. 
The parts are again heated, and the application of the cold 
yater is repeated, in a similar manner three or four times, 
kn almost immediate sense of relief is the usual result. — lb. 
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Great Northern Hospital. — A Case of Vaginismus f Treat- 
ment by Nitrate of Silver and Iodvne / Jaecbvery. Under 
the care of Dr. G. 0 . P. Moeeat. 

Some four year* ago Dr. Marion Sima drew attention, to 
an excessive super sensitiveness of the vagina in married 
women which he had observed in two or three instances. 
Accompanying this was an involuntary spasmodic closure 
of the mouth of the vagina, to which he proposed to apply 
the term “ vaginismus.” • 

Weh ave lately seen a case of this kind at the Great North- 
ern hospital, in which Dr. Murray perfectly succeeded ia 
removing the distressing condition. The patient was a wo- 
man of about thirty years of age, who had been married 
two years, but had never borne children. She described 
herself as Buffering from excessive pain in and about the ex- 
ternal genital organs. So sensitive were the parts that even 
the friction of her clothes was unbearable. The condition 
was constant, and had existed for several weeks before she 
applied for relief. Her appearance indicated anxiety and 
distress. Menstruation was regular, and she fancied that 
her symptoms were somewhat alleviated at the monthly pe- 
riods. Since the commencement of her illness connexion 
had been absolutely impossible. Dr. Murray, on attempting 
to make a digital examination, was foiled owing to the ex- 
cessive pain and spasm which were immediately produced. 
He could not succeed in introducing even the tip of his fin- 
ger ; the slightest pressure produced exquisite agony. 

A tonic treatment with opiates -was pursued, ana a lOid 
lotion ordered to be kept constantly applied to the vulva. 
Ho benefit resulting from these measures, in order to ascer 
tain accurately the condition of the parts, he placed her 
under the influence of chloroform, and had then no difficulty 
in introducing an ordinary-sized speculum. The mucous 
membrane of the vagina was much reddehed, dry, and rough., 
with small papillae prominent on its surface. The os uteri 
dresented on ftB posterior lip an ulcer, the size Of a yohrpdn- 
ny-piece., and both lips were thickened as it by chronic in- 
flammation. There was a thick phlegm-like discharge from 
the os, which was apparently retained in the highest part of 
the vagina by the spasmodic condition of the canal. SO offen- 
sive had thm discharge become by retention that ft feSCm- 
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bled that found in carcinomatous disease of the uterus. Dr. 
Murray having thoroughly cleansed the parts, applied the 
solid nitrate of silver freely over the whole surface of the 
os and cervix uteri. He then introduced a fold of lint, sat- 
urated with a strong solution of nitrate of silver, into tho 
speculum ; and, when this was withdrawn, the lint was left 
in contact with the walls of the vagina. This was allowed 
to remain for about ten minutes before removal. This treat- 
ment was repeated on two subsequent occasions at intervals 
of a fortnight, when the patient was again under the influ- 
ence of chloroform. After this, at her next visit, she was so 
much improved that no chloroform was required, and an ap- 
plication of diluted tincture of iodine was made to the os 
and cervix without occasioning her much distress. The dis- 
charge completly ceased, the ulcer healed, and the patient 
is now (about three months since the treatment was com- 
menced) freed from the irritation which caused her so much 
misery. 

In this case it is fair to eonnect the vaginismus with the 
diseased condition of the os uteri. — lb. 


On the Hereditary Transmission of Pulmonary Pukercur 
losis. By Prof. A. P. Dutches, M. D., ot Cleveland, O. 


There is no principle in medical science better established 
than the hereditary transmission of disease. Indeed it is an 
inexorable law of our being, and dates back to the fall of 
man, when the Almighty revealed to the race, that he would 
“visit the sins of the fathers upon the children to the third 
and fourth generation.” Awful and impressive as this enun- 
ciation is, the warning is sometimes unheeded by the medical 
skeptic, and set at nought by those who are suffering its in- 
flictions. Human nature is so debased ; the influence of self- 
love so overwhelming and blinding to reason and judgment, 
that even while possessing numerous facts to guide them to 
the truth, thousands still resist the conviction, and suffer the 
penalty due to violated law. 

It is true, as remarked by M. Renaudin, “that man ap- 

K to possess an independent existence, isolated from his 
from those who begat him, although there is but little 
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apparent relation between his ripe age and first infancy ; it 
is not the least true that behind the characters peculiar to 
his individuality, we can discover certain typical signs, some 
of which betray his nationality, and others relating to his 
family. These typical signs are to be encountered not only 
in his physical brganization, but also found in his idiosyncra- 
sies ; and if tradition is of any force as regards manners and 
customs, inheritance is of great value as relates to the tastes 
and habits. It is in fact manifested in transmission from 

f eneration to generation of the most inveterate maladies, 
efore which art is obliged to confess its weakness: and it 
is with difficulty prophylactics ward off the sad results.” 

I. HEREDITARY INFLUENCE OF PHTHISIS. 

I know of no disease in which we have so marked an ex- 
hibition of the doctrine of hereditary transmission as the 
one now under consideration. It is the outstanding type of 
all others. Whatever is characteristic of hereditary trans- 
mission in other maladies, finds its counterpart in the his- 
tory of this. Peculiarities of mind, special configurations 
of body or features of countenance, are not more decidedly 
transmitted from parent to offspring, than the constitutional 
taint of pulmonary tuberculosis. It is not, in my judgment, 
simply the influence of a temperament, but a settled inhe- 
rent predisposition to the deposit of tubercle in the lungs, 
and is propagated from one generation to another with more 
frequency than any other disease. And I am well satisfied, 
that when the mode of keeping medical statistics in this t 
country shall become more uniform and perfect, they will 
show hereditary predisposition, in at least one-half of all 
who perish with the disease. 

As a general thing, pulmonary tuberculosis is more fre- 
quently transmitted to the younger than the older children 
of a family, and more commonly to the females than the 
males. In a table compiled from the Bromptotn Hospital 
Keports, London, I find that in one hundred cases of phthisis, £ 
the disease is transmitted by the father four times, and by 
the mother thirteen times. The reason for this may be 
found in the fact, that the females are more exposed to the 
same inducing causes as their maternal parent. I have 
known several families where the disease was confined ex- 
clusively to the females; the mother and daughters perishing} 
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1 with it, while the lather and sons were exempt- We some- 
i times witness the same thing in cancer. I am acquainted 
I with the history of a family, where for three generations, 
nearly every female .died with the malady, while there was 
not an example among the males. 

Bat we sometimes see children of a family perish with 
pulmonary tuberculosis, of which the parents exhibit , no 
signs, when subsequently, the father or mother or both are 
attacked, and thus the departure of the disease, which ex- 
' efts a kind of anticipatory action in the offspring, is dis- 
closed. Several years since 1 attended two young men in a 
| family that was supposed to be entirely free from phthisis ; 
they died with very pronounced symptoms of the disease. 
Their mother at the time of their death appeared to be in 
vigorous health. Six months subsequently she fell a victim., 
to the same malady, thus exhibiting the existence of an he- 
reditary influence, the effect of which had preceded the 
manifestation. Again, on the other hand, we frequently see 
whole families: of children cut off with phthisis, whose par 
! Mnts have shown no signs of the disease, liying to oldage, 
•ad perishing with other maladies. I have the history of n 
fkmily of twelve children, all of whom perished: with pul- 
monary fctttoerculoeia but one ; the mother died with dysen- 
tery a few years since, and the father is still living, over- 
ninety years of age. 

Too mastnot, however, infer from anything that I have, 
■aid, that pulmonary tuberculosis, when produced by heredi- 
tary .transmissions* commences at birth ; for. I never mat 
j with but one case of congenital pulmonary tuberculosis. 
| tiaoQ.I commenced the practice of medicine, and this was in 
•a infant of a prostitute, suffering from constitutional syph- 
ilis. Hie child died a few days after birth. . It was snp-; 
posed that she bad poisoned it. But thin was not verified 
D fj poet mortem- Its little lungs were uniformly occupied 
with miliary tubercles, about the size of a pin’s head, from: 
their summit to their base, constituting one of the most per-, 
feet specimens of this variety of tubercular deposit that I 
have ever seen. In most instances you will find that phthisis 
pulmonalis is developed by growth, or some other circum- 
rtfmee in life. A parent, for example, has it in middle life ; 
j Ids son does not get it nntil about the same period, — sooner 
I w later. Jn this way the disease may remain latent for 

I y«r» before it is manifested. It has* however, been ob- 
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served, that adder the influence of hereditary predisposition, 
the disease manifests itself at an earlier age than at which it 
is ordinarily developed independent of other causes. 

Another interesting fact connected with the hereditary 
transmission of the tubercular predisposition is, that it-may 
sleep through one generation only to awake in the next with 
redoubled energy. . Dr. L. M. Lawson says “ Every practi- 
tioner has met with numerous examples in which both par 
rents were apparently free from taint, while their offspring 
suffered from tubercular or' scrofulous affections; but on 
pushing the inquiry further, it would be found that uncles, 
annts, or grandparents, had suffered from similar diseases. 
A young man, laboring under precursory signs of phthisis, pre- 
sented himself to meior treatment 1 ; and the history of theease 
revealed the fact that he had lost four sisters and two broth- 
ers with consumption, and he, the remaining child, was now 
threatened. His father died at the age of fbrty-flve, with- 
out any signs of pulmonary difficulty ; bis mother, aged fifty- 
five is living, in the enjoyment of good health. On further 
inquiry, I learned that the grandfather on the mother^ aide 
Was feud to have diedof consumption of the bowels ; and 
also, that hie mother and sister died of consumption, and 
several of his brother’s children perished in a similar man- 
ner. This is a very remarkable case. The maternal- grand-' 
father has some. form of scrofulous or tubercular -disease; 
bpt fiie daughter (mother of the patient) ; fif!y-fiVe years of 
age, and yet her seven children become the subjects -of' con- 
sumption sii die, and the seventh manifests decided syipp-' 
t»ms Of the approach of the disease.” ' ! • 

1 Agfiin, we sometimes see individuals marry when actually 
suffering under the first stagehf phthisis ; and we have often 
known a single year to circumscribe the existence of one of 
the parties, and occasionally both. Not unfreqUehtly an 
offspring is the resnlt of this union, who is almost sttre to 
fall a victltn to some form of tubercular disease. ’ Infants, 
as we have already remarked, very seldom die With pulmo- 
nary tuberculosis : the taint commonly manifests itself in 
the brain or bowels. In the earlier part of my practice, I 
had under my care a young man who gave everyevidenee 
of incipient phthisis pnlmonatre. He inherited a predispo- 
sition to the disease from his mother’. At» period of- tem- 
porary improvement in health, he iharvied a young woman 
of good constitution,' having no proclivities to the -disorder 
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Hat fell a victim to it about five years afterwards. The m- 
sfcltsof this union were three children, all of /whom perished 
when they were about a year old from tubercular meningitis. 
His wife subsequently married a man free from all tubercu- 
lar taint : they had four children ; and so far as I know, not 
one of them ever manifested a single symptom of tubercu- 
lardiseitoe; and I was the family physician for more than 
fifteen years. 

Bat children so frequently perish with tubercular dis- 
ease, whose parents never have exhibited any traces of the 
malady, that some medical skeptics like Dr. Walshe, of Lon- 
don* ignore any hereditary influence in the case.. Z havp 
no sympathy with such teachers. I have not the least 
hesitation in saying, that there are few cases of turbercular 
disease in children, which cannot be traced directly to the 
parent as the source ef its origin. It is true, that in every 
instance the parent may not labor under the tubercular dia- 
thesis, but he may suffer from other constitutional maladies, 
which are known to produce tubercular disease in children. 
How often do We see the offspring of those who have consti- 
tutional syphilis die with the most aggravated forms of tu- 
berculosis? What vast numbers of children perish with tu- 
bercular meningitis whose parents are inebriates ? All going 
to prove that the sins of the fathers are visited upon the 
children. Who will deny that even the secret vices and ex- 
cesses of early youth, may not be attended by scrofula aud 
phthisis in offspring ? The mental and physical condition of 
the parent, at the time of conception, has a most powerful 
Influence for good or evil upon the future destinies of man- 
kind. Shakspeare appears to have a vivid idea of this, 
when he put the following *ia the mouth of Ldmnnd, ip 
King Lear : 

“ Why brand they us 

Wi th base ? with baseness? bastardy ? base, base ? 

Who, in the lusty stealth of nature, take 
’More composition and fierce quality, 

Than doth, within dull, stale, tired bed. 

Go to the creating a whole tribe ol fops, 

Got ’tween asleep and wake ?” 

If mankind were not begotten in the manner spoken of by 
the great dramatist, I mo^t firmly believe he never would 
present himself before us in the degenerated physical aud 
mental condition that he does ; his nervous system would 
never be po early and irregularly developed, as to make his 
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subsequent life a curse to himself, and full often present kith 
to our view, a driveling idiot, the wretched victim of insanity 
or of tuberculosis. 

n. HOW TO PREVENT THE TRANSMISSION OF PHTHISI8. 

It is the settled conviction of some of our best medical 
writers, who have expressed an opinion on this subject, that 
the hereditary predisposition to tubercular disease can in a 
great degree be prevented by attention to thelaws of health 
and matrimonial alliances of successive generations. “If,” 
says Sir James Clarke, in his elaborate work on consump- 
tion, “a more healthy and natural mode of living were 
adopted by persons in that rank of life, which gives them 
the power of choice, and if more consideration were bestown 
on matrimonial alliances, the disease which is so often en- 
tailed on their offsprings might not only be pretented, but 
even the predisposition to it extinguished in those families, 
in the course of a few generations. 

The propriety of avoiding intermarriages with those fami- 
lies who give evidence of being tainted with the disorder, 
will not be questioned by any who has made the subject of 
phthisis a particular study. I think we should boldly pro- 
test against every union which will have the slightest ten- 
dency to entail on posterity this fatal and dreadful disease — 
God and humanity require it. The physician is the guard-’ 
ian of the public Health. His mission is to prevent as well 
as cure diseases. It is with the living, moving, present race 
he has to do; with a being who contains within himself the 
germ of the highest mental and corporeal excellence. Alas ! 
that the web of depravity and ignorance, that has so assidu- 
ously been wound around him, even from his earliest exist- 
ence, should have so long opposed his physical atid moral re- 
generation. 

I have often felt in my intercourse with mankind, that it 
was almost a fruitless task to advise the practice of reason 
and common sense to those who were about to enter into the 
matrimonial state, especially to those who believe that love 
is invincible and uncontrollable; yet I have occasionally 
seen it attended with good. We know that all our passions 
are apt to take on morbid action by over excitement. ThiB 
is especially the case with love, as it relates to the sexes. 
When an individual is thus affected, there is a peculiar over- 
powering influence that takes possession of the mind, which 
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k fruitful in sighs, tears, and sleepless nights, caused by a 
pretty foot, a keen eye, a winning smile, or a tender expres- 
sion ; and one thus affected deems himself most desperately 
and irrecoverably in love. But, unless the being after whom 
lie sighs happens to possess some of the standard excellen- 
ces oT character, he will perhaps find, when too late, that he 
has entered upon a course from whence there is no retrac- 
tion. How often is it the case, that those who have been 
once as blind as the little god himself, are at length aroused 
from their sweet dreams of fancied bliss to the sad realities 
of wedded unhappiness. 

But he is not ouen the only sufferer ; others reap the fruit 
of his errors; posterity have a greater interest at stake than 
is often supposed, ana which is still less oftener consulted. 
Suppose a couple, both the branches of a stock affected with 
tubercular disease, fall desperately in love, and there can be 
no objection to their union in respect to the moral worth of 
either party, is marriage, with their predispositions to the 
disease, justifiable or expedient? Or, in otner words, will 
they be excusable for knowingly entailing such a fatal mala- 
dy upon posterity ? Are they excusable for perpetuating a 
disease that blights the fairest prospects of the race, and con- 
signs so many to a premature grave? It would be better 
for them to suffer in their feelings, than that a numerous 
progeny should endure the ills of this wasting disease. Such 
reflections and sentiments enunciated by the scientific and 
upright physician, enforced by the spirit of truth, must 
touch the very heart ; they cannot fail to reach the con- 
science. Reason would follow the dictates of conscience ; 
hut feeling, passion, and self-love prompts to a violation of 
moral and organic law. 

I am well satisfied, from my own personal observation, 
that there is no relation in life which contributes more to the 
happiness or health of mankind, when judiciously formed, 
than matrimony ; and yet, strange to say, we frequently see 
individuals enter into it with as Tittle reason as if they were 
incapable of it. Passion rules the hour, and when blinded 
and maddened by its influence, they hurriedly enter into 
this important relation ; and it is a truth which cannot be 
denied, that very many of these marriages formed in haste, 
when the parties are intoxicated with passion, are insensible 
to everything but its influence, end in mutual coldness, dis- 
gpsfc, and faithlessness to the marriage vows. 
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It£i8 4 tnie, a couple for a -time may live on little less than 
love ; but if there is a great inequality\in temper, disposi- 
tion, or edncation ; or if the habits of living of one or Doth 
have been much more expensive than their means will war- 
rant in the new relation they are about to form, they may 
well ponder the step they are about to take. Marriage alone 
does no,t confer happiness ; but when formed with due reflec- 
tion and proper principles, it will result in prosperity, and 
be followed by the most enduring affection. 

m. THE MEDICAL MANAGEMENT 09 INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE A 
HEBEDITABY PBEDI8POBOTON TO PHTHISIS. 

Under the term medical management we include both hy- 
gienic and therapeutical measures. As we cannot prevent 
phthisical individuals from getting married and having chil- 
dren, we will often be called upon to give instructions as to 
the best mode of rearing them. Those who are wise will be 
guided by our advice ; those who are not will neglect it, and 
as a consequence, see their offspring fill a premature grave. 

In this case medical management cannot commence too 
soon. It should be begun in early infancy where the sligh- 
test tubercular taint is manifested in the parent, and there is 
well grounded fear that it inherits the same habit. The 
health of the mother during the time of nursing is a matter 
of great importance: everything to promote it snorild be rig- 
idly insisted upon. The means to accomplish this have al- 
ready been pointed out in another lecture. 

The greatest care should be taken at all times that the child 
is provided with sufficient nutriment easy of digestion, ex- 
cessive repletion being carefully avoided. The health of 
the digestive organs must be faithfully watched, and every- 
thing that disagrees with them strictly prohibited. The 
apartments in wnich it is kept should be well ventilated and 
of a moderate temperature; extremes of temperature should 
at all times be avoided. 

When the weather permits, it may be daily exposed to the 
outer air; bathing ana all the other means or hygiene should 
be attended to as the nature and circumstances of the case 
may demand. When the child arrives at that age when it 
is capable of taking exercise, it should be encouraged to 
engage in active sports, such as jumping, playing ball, and 
the like; but excessive indulgence should he avoided. The 
training of the mind should also keep pace with the body ; 
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butin no instance should it interfere with a fall share of 
bodily exercise. 

As puberty approaches, the greatest watchfalnesB should 
be haa, that during this interesting period no bad habits be 
acquired — especially solitary vices, which expose the system 
to various derangements of health and diseases of a trouble- 
some and fatal character. Walking and riding on horseback 
or light gymnastics, and the use of the tepid or cool bath, 
as personal experience may indicate, are now to be regular- 
ly and systematically practised. There are few things which 
contribute so much to the health and vigor of the human 
body as a clean skin. Few persons have anv idea of the 
vast amount of effete matter that is constantly eliminated 
through its pores; when these are continually obstructed the 
system can never be in perfect health. See to it then, that 
it is thoroughly cleansed every way. 

The extenor of the body should also be well protected from 
vicissitudes of temperature by suitable clothing. Flannel 
beyond all question is the best material for this purpose, 
and in a climate like ours, whete it does not positively disa- 
gree with the skin, it should be worn by every one who is 
is the least predisposed to phthisis. Keep the exterior of 
the body clean ana warm, and there will not be much dan- 
ger of internal inflammations and fatal congestions. I am 
well satisfied that if more attention was paid to the cloth- 
ing of children, among even the wealthiest class of the com- 
munity, who have it in their power to dress their offspring 
m they please, the mortality of the race would be very much 
lessened. Group, broncho-pneumonia, and some other dis- 
eases which so frequently demand the aid of the physician, 
would be exceedingly rare. But so long as society contin- 
nesto be governed by the frivolities of (ashion in the matter 
of dress, we cannot expect parents to be, governed by the 
lavs of nature or reason on this subject. Hence the neces- 
sity in this instance of enforcing our advice with special 
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EDITOKIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 

THE STUDY OF PRACTICAL ANATOMY DURING 
THE SUMMER MONTHS. 

. Yearly observation has confirmed ns in the opinion ad- 
vanced several years 4go, that in warm weather dissection# 
can be more conveniently, pleasantly, and profitably made 
than in winter. In this climate, subjects not prepared are 
of but little use in summer or winter. And even in north- 
ern latitudes, bodies kept in rooms sufficiently warm to 
make the student at all comfortable, Will very soon become 
offensive and petrid. The modern mode of preserving bo- 
dies, then, is decidedly preferable for their use any season of 
the year. When properly injected subjects can be kept for 
an indefinite length of time, by keeping them submerged in 
fluid of some suitable kind, *o as to prevent them from be- 
coming dry and bard. We have known them kept in this 
way for four years, and dissected after the lapse pf that time. 
The dissecting class in the Atlanta Medical College used sub- 
jects'' in the session after .the close of the war, which were 
prepared in 1861. Dissections are now going on in the Col- 
lege, by students coming on to prosecute the study of Prac- 
tical Anatomy, in advance ,of the opening of the lectures in 
May, very satisfactory to the class engaged. The great ad- 
vantage of dissecting in warm weather, particularly when 
the dissecting-rOom i# even less offensive than those kept for 
winter dissections, is readily perceptible to stndents who, 
with benumbed fingers and shivering limbs, disseeted during 
last winter. Dissecting classes will be accommodated during 
the whole summer, thronghont the course of lectures, as 
nsnal, in the use of material not at all pntrid or offensive. 

These facto having been verified for ten years, to the en- 
tire satisfaction of those taking the trouble to visit this In- 
stitution during its sessions, the great objection so vigorously 
urged against summer medical teaching heretofore, falls to 
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the ground, and the result is, -that the patronage of the Col- 
lege has steadily increased. Of course, the great convulsion 
to which the country has recently been subjected, has 
brought prosperous enterprises of all kinds to commence as 
it were, de novovo / but we observe, since the war, the same 
tendency to yearly increase of the number of students in 
attendance, as before. The indications, at present, lead ua 
to expect double the number the ensuing session of that in 
attendance last year. That branch of science — Practical 
Anatomy — which it was thought by many would have to be 
virtually ignored by Summer Schools, will be found a lead- 
ing inducement to the patronage of such Institutions. With 
a well lighted and ventilated dissecting-room, and well pre- 
pared material, we have no hesitancy in saying, that the 
warm seasons give great advantages in the study ot Practi- 
cal anatomy. 


MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA. 

We had the pleasure of attending the meeting of this body, 
in Griffin, on the 10th inst. 

The number in attendance, even in the embarrassed con- 
dition of the country, was larger than usual before the war. 

The meeting was harmonious, and members exhibited a 
disposition fo make the Association more useful to the coun- 
try and the profession, than heretofore. Instead of passing 
through the session, with no other business than the discus- 
sion of questions connected with the government of the 
body, &c., there seemed to he a decided disposition in sev- 
eral of the members, (to their praise be it said) to present 
discoveries and improvements in practical medicine. These 
certainly should be the cheif objects of the organization. 
The subjects presented, and the discussions upon them at 
the recent meeting, were quite interesting. We hope to hear 
a still larger number of reports at the next anual session, 
particularly on the recently discovered medicinal properties 
cf indigenous plants. We give bfjow the proceedings of 
the Association : 
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MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE OF 
GEORGIA. 

Convened in Griffin, at the M. E. Church, on the morn- 
iugof the 10th of April, 1867. 

The meeting havin g b een called by the President, Dr. 
Means, the Rev. Mr. Winn was introduced, and opened the 
proceedings with prayer ; after which, Col. A. D. Nunnally, 
Alderman, on behalf of the city, welcomed the members to 
Griffin. 

Upon the call of the roll, the following members re- 
sponded : — 

A. Means, Oxford; L. H. Or me, Atlanta; R. C. Word, 
Atlanta; T. S. Powell, Atlanta ; G. G. Crawford, Atlanta; 
John D. Fish, Savannah ; J. H. Connally, Griffin ; G. M. 
McDowel, Barnesville ; W. C. Asher, Atlanta'; C. L. Red- 
wine, Atlanta ; E. L. Connally, Albany ; E. J. Roacbr, At- 
lanta; W. C. More, Atlanta; Cbas. Pinckney, Atlanta; 
W. M. Charters, Savannah; J. M. Boring, Atlanta; A. 
W. Griggs, West-Point; W. S. Armstrong, Atlanta; N. 
B. Drewry, Griffin ; , E. F. Knott, Griffin ; J. T. Banks, Grif- 
fin ; Jno. L. Moore, Griffin ; T. M. Damall, Griffin ; W. 
F. Westmoreland, Atlanta; DeSaussure Ford, Augusta; 
L. J, Dupree, Domilla ; J. H. M. Barrett, Griffin ; J. F. 
Alexander, Atlanta ; J. N. Simmons, Atlanta. 

Upon motion of Dr, J. T. Banks, the order of business 
was suspended for the admission of new members. The fol- 
lowing named physicians were presented, vouched for, and 
elected members of the Association : — 

Ed'S; Ray, Atlanta; E. GeddingB, Augusta ; W. T. Holt, 
Macon ; F. G. Castlin, Macon ; 3. J. Knott, Griffin ; Geo. 
B. Beecher, Griffin ; J. A. Davis, Atlanta ; A. Hunnicutt, 
Newnan ; J. P. Touchstone, Newton ; Thos. Mitchell, Griffin ; 
J. D. Yarber, Griffin ; W. H. Touchstone, Griffin ; E. A. 
Flewellen, Thomaston ; M. J. Daniel, Griffin 1 J. G. Thomas, 
Savannah ; R. V. Reid Zebulon ; T. Heard, Griffin ; R. P. 
Mj r ers, Savannah ; L. L. Strozier, Albany. 

Rules were, upon motiou, again suspended for the purpose 
of inviting Mayor and Aldermieri ana members of the press 
to seats on the floor. 

The proceedings of last meeting were then read and 
adopted. 

Upon motion of Dr. J. T. Banks, the session adjourned 
until 2* o’clock, P. M. 
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O’Olook, F. M. ; 

Meeting called to-order by the President. Minutee read 
and adopted. I 

An election for officers of the Association for the ensuing 
year was then held, which resulted as foUows : — 

Dr. W. M. Charters, of Savannah, President ; Dr. T. S. 
Powell, of Atlanta, 1st Vice President; Dr. DeSaussure 
Ford, of Augusta, 2d Vice President ; Dr. L. H. Orme, Re- 
cording Sec*y ; Dr. R. P. Myers, of Savannah, Correspond- 
ing Secretary ; Dr. John D. Fish, of Savannah, Treasurer. 

On motion, Dr. E. L. Connally, of Albany, Dr. W. F. 
Westmoreland, and J. T. Banks were appointed a committee 
to conduct the newly elected President to the chair. 

Dr. A. Means, before retiring from the chair, addressed 
the Association. He congratulated it upon its choice in the 
selection of his successor in office. It would probably be 
the last time that he would serve them in the capacity of 
presiding officer. He had prepared no address, but would 
send a message to those rising up to stand upon the Stage 
that he was leaving. 

He then dwelt for some time with power and eloquence 
upon the subject of electricity in its connection with physi- 
ology and pathology, and the invaluable contributions which 
it is destined to supply to the resources of the medical pro- 
fession, and took an affecting leave of the body. 

The newly elected President, Dr. Charters, then, upon as- 
suming the duties of his office, addressed the Association in 
an appropriate manner. 

The following resolutions were then introduced by Dr. L. 
H. Orme, and after some debate, were postponed until 
morning session : — 

Whereas, According to article 1, Code of Ethics of the 
American Medical Association, “ every individual, on enter- 
ing the profession, as he becomes entitled to all its privileges 
and immunities, incurs an obligation to exert his best abili- 
ties to {maintain its dignity and honor,” and “ to exalt its 
standing and 

Whereas, According to article 4r, of said Code of Ethics, 
“a regular medical education furnishes the only presump- 
tive evidence of professional abilities and acquirements, and 
ought to be the only acknowledged right of an individual to 
the exercise and honors of his profession therefore — 
Rwolmd, That while the fact is recognized that there are 
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in our midst medical practitioners worthy, talented and use- 
ful, who, from lack or means or other cause, have failed to 
obtain a diplima ; yet, as the earning of the degree of doc- 
tor of medicine ftirnishes the only presumptive evidence of 
a regular medical education, the Georgia Medical Associa- 
tion, fully alive to the honor, dignity, and true interests of 
the profession, deetns the admission, in future, of non-grad- 
nates to membership, a violation of the spirit which governs 
the code of medical ethics. 

Resolved, That hereafter, no individual shall be entitled to 
membership in this Association who has not received the de- 

g ee of doctor of medicine from some medical school of 
own and acknowledged respectability, and as such recog- 
nized bv the American Medical Association. 

Resolved, That the portion of the constitution which pro- 
vides for the admission to membership in the Georgia Medi- 
cal Association of State licentiates be stricken out. 

On motion, meeting adjourned until 9 o’clock, A. M., 
April 11th, ^ 

April 11th, 9 O’OlOck, A. M. 
Meeting called to order bv the President, 

Minutes read and adopted. 

1 'Resolutions by Dr. L. H. Orme, the day previous, were 
then brought up, and after some discussion, were adopted. 

Reports from auxiliary societies were then called for. The 
following societies then reported : 

Georgia Medical Society, Savannah, Ga. 

Atlanta Medical Society, Atlanta, Ga. 

Georgia and Alabama Med. Association, West Point,- Ga. 
Fulton County Medical Society, Atlanta, Ga. 

Upon written communications being called for, Dr. R. C. 
Word, of Atlanta, read before the Association, an able essay 
upon the duties of the people to the medical profession ; af- 
ter which the following resolution was offered by Dr. T. S. 
Powell, and adopted : 

Resolved, 1. That the thanks of this Association are due to 
Dr. R. C. Word for the truthful arid able essay he has read 
on the obligations of the people to the medical profession. 

Resolved, 2. That this Association fully endorse the senti- 
ments therein contained, and recommend that the essay be 
published in the Medical Journals of the State. 

Upon motioii of Dr. Roach, the order of business was 
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saepebded, in order ta elect,® place for the next annual meet-} 

ag. . 

Upon motion of Dr. Cranford, the choice -wee beUotted 
for, aad resulted in the selection of Augusta. -« 

On motion of Dr. Alex. Means, the roles were then sus- 
pended, in order that be. might direct the attention of the, 
Association to a financial question in reference to the. public 
cation of Dr. Gaillard’ e prize essay. 

Dr. W. P. Holt, of Macon, tread before the Association the 
following report : 

Persistent Bdamsia : forced, delivery acc omp lished by bilat- 
eral incision of the Cervix Uteri. By Wit. P. HoLf, M. 

D., Macon, Ga. 

■ ' / r 

I was summoned at 6 P. M-, on March 9th, 3867, to see 

Mrs. , a primvpara, act. 19, stont, robust and very 

plethoric; was informed .by her that she had “grinding” 
pains at regular intervals or fifteen or twenty minutes, since 
U A M., and that, she was under the impression that she 
vas not at foil term. 1 made an examination and found the 
os very high op, undilated and rigid. She states that she 
has had an nnasnal fullness about her bead far the past three 
weeks; that her limbs were swollen, and that thc.pain in her 
arms was so great ait night, as to prevent her fopm sleeping ; 
that abont ten days since, while going down the steps, she 
foil, bat experienced no inconvenient, from the fall ; not even 
aoreneas. , . . 

Hie pains continued to inarease in severity; apd St 19 P.‘ 
ML, she bad heavy bearing down pains, when I. again made 
an examination, and found the os in the same position and 
condition. Up to this time there was nothing unusnal in 
her appearance. Expressing a desire to empty the bladder*. 
I retired from the room, leaving her in charge of. her husband 
rad nurse, and was informed upon my return to her cham- 
ber, that she had voided urine, and had sat upr before the fire 
warming her feet, (which, notwithstanding the application 
of hot Irons, oontinned cold) and that whue op„ : that there 
was s wild, expression abont hear. eyea. I detected a slight 
twitching,abojajt the faciaLmusclflfl, and at once bled her six- 
teen or twenty ounces, and dispatched a . messenger for my: 
friend, Dr.. D. W. Hammond. 

He arrived at 12 M., when she had a violent convulsion, 
upon consultation wd determined to apply mustard sinapism 
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to her extremities, cold to her head, and to try ■ the effect of 
chloroform, the free inhalation of which seemed to modify, 
bat not to arrest the convulsions. Examination revealed no 
change in the condition of the os ; ordered the following : 

9* — 01. ricini 5 i-j ol. terebinthinaa 3 $•> which she re- 
tained, though she had been vomiting occasionally all night. 
Dr. EL and myself both remained with her until 7 A. M., 
when I was summoned home, leaving her in his charge, and 
promising to return at 8-J- o'clock, and 'to invite Dr. O. B. 
Nottingham to see her with us. I returned at the specified 
time, and was informed by the, Doctor. that during my ab- 
sence she had thirteen (13) convulsions, and that each one 
was more terrific than its predecessor ; that hep* face bacame 
livid, breathing stertorous ; in fact, she was almost comatose. 
We determined to make an effort to force the finger through 
the os, and if possible, rupture the membranes, which was 
accomplished after mnch difficulty, the contraction being so 
firm that it was almost impossible to -move the finger. 

At 9 A. M., Dr. Nottingham arrived, when the patient had 
another convulsion, which seemed as 1 if -it would terminate 
her existence. Upon examination, (there being no change in 
the condition of the os) we determined to bleed her again, 
which I did copiously, and to wait until 12 M. for further 
developments^ at which time Drs. H. and N. were to see her. 
After the loss of blood, she was more quiet, although her 
breathing was heavy and labored. At 11 A. It., she became 
restless, tossing toand fro, requiring two or three attendants 
to keep her in bed. At 11.20 she had another convulsion, 
followed at short interval by another, a few mmuters before 
12 another, when the Doctors arrived and determined that 
something must be done and speedily ; patient insensible, and 
os still undilated ; agreed upon bilateral incision of cervix 
uteri ; drew her to the edge of the bed, limbs drawn up and 
supported by Dr. N. and myself. Dr. Hammoiid preceded to 
divide with a probe pointed bistory, the uftdilated neck of 
the os in a lateral direction on each side, cutting towards 
the right and left acetabulum, and then forcibly dilating 
with finger, introduced a hook, caught the foetus in the groin, 
(being a breech presentation) drew it down, and in a few 
minutes delivered her of a dead female foetus about seven 
months. Patient still insensible and circulation very feeble. 
Placenta taken away entire ; bat uterus not contracting well, 
introduced the hand, removed a quantity of clot ; inserted a 
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piece of ice, put her to bed, and ordered feet kept warm, head 
cool, and flax seed mncilage kept constantly applied to her 
tongue, which was very much swoHen from being bitten du- 
ring convulsions, although efforts were made to prevent it 
by introduction of piece of wood and spoon between her 
teeth. To meet at 5 F. M., during which time she had no 
more convulsions; condition comparatively comfortable; 
drew off urine with catheter. 

11th, Si A. M. Again used catheter ; patient seems ra- 
tional, and answers questions by nod or snake of the head, 
tongue being too much swollen to articulate. 

5 P. M. Ordered ol. ricini, § h* ol. terebinthen®, 3 i« ; 
used catheter; circulation 100; has a more natural appear- 
ance. 

12th, Si A. M. Quiet this morning ; bowels well acted on 
by the oil ; did not use catheter, urine having been voided. 

5 P. M. Restless ; pulse 112 ; ordered anodyne draught. 

13th, Si A. M. Dia not sleep well ; complains of pain in 
breast, which are distended and hard ; ordered light diet, 
and to rub breast with camphor soap liniment ; mind entirely 
clear, but does not remember what had happened. 

14th. Improving. 

15. Restless ; ordered 40 drops elixir opium. 

16th and 17th. Doing well. 

18th. Discharged. 

Remarks . — The foregoing case has thus been minutely de- 
scribed, because, to my mind* it was an extraordinary and 
peculiarly interesting one, from the protracted and persistent 
unyielding, rigid os uteri, and from the novel, but success- 
ful mode adopted for its relief. “ Under the head of difficult 
labor, may properly be considered all cases, where from any 
cause, Che delivery is retarded or rendered dangerous.” 

In this case the delivery was not only retaraed, but ren- 
dered imminently dangerous by the rigid and unyielding 
condition of the os uteri. The remedies, according to the 
best standard authors, are blood-letting, nauseants, the use 
of belladonna to the parts, and above all, an®sthetisc. Re- 
cently, it has been suggested, in slow dilatation of the os, to 
divide, to a limited extent, a portion of the circular fibres, 
but 1 believe has not met with much favor from the profes- 
sion, because it is considered dangerous, and rendering the 
patient liable to rupture of the uterus. Opiates have oeen 
recommended when the labor is tedious ; its advocates claim- 
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fog that it qmetfethecontrwtions, thereby giving time for 
the circular fibres to dilate. , 

Xn the ease under consideration, the patient had been nau- 
seated and vomited frequently ; was bled copiously, and kept 
under the influence of chloroform for several hours; all of 
which had no influence in dilating the os uteri. The bella-i 
donna was not applied, because the writer has never seen 
any good effects from its use ; and this opinion has been cor- 
roborated by the experience of his personal friends in the 
profession. A full opiate would have been given, (as the 
patient was persnadea she was not full term) had it not been 
for the hypermmia of the brain, which, to my mind, clearly 
contraindicated its use. 

Here, then, we have a case in which all the remedies have 
been employed that have been recommended, where, the os 
does .not dilate, — all of which had no effect. 

/The patient in imminent danger of dying from convul- 
sions, and this bilateral incision of the cervix uteri was per- 
formed, which not, only arrested the convulsions — having-re- 
moved the cause — but terminated successfully; the patient 
having not one threatening symptom, but a speedy recovery. 

Not having seen this particular operation reported, I de- 
sire to impress upon the profession tiie facility with which it 
can be performed when necessary , and that too with a rea- 
sonable nope of success. 

Dr. Flewellen reported a plan, extemporized by him some 
years ago* to accomplish forced delivery, which he thought* 
would generally obviate the necessity for this unusual and 
dangerous operation of section of the cervix uteri. 

It was in the case of a lady about seven months advanced, 
who, without any other apparent cause than that of preg- 
nancy, was seized with obstinate and uncontrollable Vomit- 
ing, which persisted for several days in spite of all efforts to 
arrest it, and until it became evident that she must die with- 
out the accomplishment of speedy premature delivery. 

To effect this, a toy balloon of pure india rubber, was pro- 
cured, a portion of its wall cut away, a flexible catheter in- 
troduced through the apperthre, and the india rnbber bag 
drawn over tbe end, or laid in plaits as smoothly as possible 
the distance of several inches along the catheter, and tied 
around it so seenrely as to r prevent the passage of flni(L 

The catheter thus surmounted was passed through the 
oervioal canal, the ‘ cervix resting about midway the bag. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


Editorial and Jiitcdkmeaits. 


m 

The nose! of a suitable syringe wad than ad jested t<* the ex- 
ternal open end of the catheter, and cold water gradually 
forced through it — thus expanding the rubber bag into the 
form of an hour-glass — the constriction representing the 
part within the canal, and the bulbous parts the expanded 
extremities of the india rubber sac*— one - being within! the 
internal, and the other without the external os uteri. 

Dilatation and speedy delivery were accomplished without 
bad results. 

Dr. Powell discussed the subject at some length: stated 
that the operation, under many eircumstanoes,«was certainly 
justifiable; bnl the necessity for such interference should be 
determined by a thorough knowledge of the symptoms, which 
indivate that the labor, if left alone to nature, would jeo- 
pardise the safety of the motbej; alluded to many of the 
circumstances or obstacles justifying and even requiring the 
operation. Unyielding rigidity of the cervix, in a healthy 
condition, may fea uire surgical interference ; but generally 
the knife will not oe required, unless the extensibility of the 
fibres has been destroyed by disease, or become und atable 
in consequence of eicatrieee. The propriety of the opera- 
tion in case reported by Dr. Holt, was dearly proven. He> 
also stated, that the principle of Dr. Flewullcnls mode of 
producing premature labor was old ; but the plan, new, prac* 
’tical, and ingenious. 

Dr. Thomas, of Savannah, said that the plan suggested by 
•Dr. Flewellen was of considerable importance to the profes+i 
sion, in connection with the production of abortion/ He 
then gave his views at some length on the case reported by' 
Dr. Holt. He congratulated the Association on the. pros-, 
poet of a return to its legitimate work — tlae discussion of 
scientific subjects connected with the medical profession. 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland remarked) that the case just re- 
ported by Dr. Holt, of Macon, Ga., was one of great inter- 
est; and as there bad been, by members, some doubts ex- 
pressed as to*the propriety of the bilateral section of the od> 
uteri, he felt that every member who had been called to treat) 
cases requiring such mechanical interference, should gives 
the Association the result of their experience. 

Impressed with this duty, he no* proposed to give a brief 
report of a case in which, in connection with Drs. L. H. Qrnie 
and J. F. Alexander, he performed the same operation. . 

Die subject was a primipara^' twenty-five years of age. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



140 


Editorial and Miscellaneous. 


From Dr. Orme, who had charge of the case for the first six 
days of the labor, he obtained the following history of the 
case : — 

On Saturday, the 25th November, 1866, labor commenced, 
and continued with more or less intensity until the following 
Wednesday, when the membranes were ruptured* There 
was no dilation of the os up to this time. 

After the “ waters” were discharged, the pains increased 
in intensity until they were almost unendurable. At no 
time, notwithstanding the most terrible pains, did the os di- 
late to more than the size of a Mexican aollar. 

On Friday, the 7th day of the labor, he saw, with Drs. 
Orme and Alexander, the case for the first time. The pa- 
tient, at that time, was greatly exhausted, a little delirious, 
with frequent and feeble pulse ; the os was dilated to the 
size of a silver dollar, the edges thick and rigid, presenting 
a cartilaginous feel. 

It resisted every effort at mechanical dilatation. Upon 
consultation, it was decided to make a bilateral section of 
. the os uteri, and deliver with the forceps. He made the 
section with a pair of scissors, extending the incisions from 
an inch and a half to two inches on either side. It was not 
found practicable to deliver with the forceps, and craniotomy 
was then resorted to ; and after considerable difficulty, de- 
livery of a well formed child was finally accomplished. The 
patient did not rally, but continued to sink ; and died in ten 
nours after the operation. 

In this case, as in that reported by Dr. Holt, the woman 
would have certainly died with the child in utero, but for 
some mechanical interference. 

The choice in such cases is between a section ot the os and 
Caesarian section; 

It was unnecessary to discuss the relative dangers of the 
two operations to the mother. He did not regard the sec- 
tion of the os uteri, under such circumstances, as a formi- 
dable operation. That Dr. J. Marion 8ims had demonstra- 
ted that complete section of the neck of the uterus could be 
made without inducing any unpleasant symptoms; that in 
sterility, the result of some forms of mecnanical dysmenor- 
rhcea his favorite plan of treatment was the bilateral section 
of the neck, extending to the internal os. While he admit- 
ted that there would be more risk in making a section of the 
gravid than the non-gravid uterus, still, Dr. Sims’s opera- 
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tions upon this organ, has tanght as that such operations 
are not so formidable as was once supposed. 

The fear of wounding the peritoneum should not deter ns, 
as the portion of the nterns incised corresponds to the neck 
in the non-gravid nterns, and has no peritoneal covering. 

He suggested that fonr or five sections or incisions would 
perhaps give more space for the passage of the child’s head 
than the bilateral section ; that in the next operation of the 
kind that he was called on to perform, he should adopt this 
plan. 

Dr. Charters, our worthy President, then yielded the chair 
to Dr. T. S. Powell, 1st Vice President, for the purpose of 
giving his views on the subject. 

Dr. J. F. Alexander reported a singular case of a citizen 
of Atlanta, who, upon entering his room, began combing his 
whiskers, and thousands of sparks were emitted and fell to 
the floor ; and farther, that when he would grasp a common 
glass tumbler with his hand, it would break in pieces. 

Dr. A. W. Griggs, of West Point, was then conducted to 
the stand, and entertained the Association in an able and 
eminently creditable manner upon the subject of electrical 
forces as connected with intermittent fever. 

Dr. J. T. Banks, of Griffin, then offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted : — 

-That we hereby tender a vote of thanks to our 
late President, and request a copy of his address for the As- 
sociation. 

On motion, meeting adjourned to meet at 8 o’clock, P. M. 

3 O’Clook, P. M. 

Meeting was called to order by the president. Minutes 
read and adopted. 

The following resolution was then offered by Dr. George 
M. McDowell of Barnesville, and adopted : — 

Rttclved , That a committee of three be appointed by the 
President, to prepare an address to the public, on the true 
relation of charletans and their nostrums to legitimate med- 
icine, to report at next meeting. Committee— Dre. McDow- 
ell, Holt, and Crawford. 

The following resolution was then introduced by Dr. W. 
F. Westmoreland, of Atlanta : — 

Hetohed, That a committee of five be appointed to revise 
the Constitution of the Medical Association of the State of 
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Georgia, to report at n/sxt meeting. Committee — Drs. W. 

F. Westmoreland, Griggs, Hay, Banks, and Myers. 

The following resolution was introduced by Dr. A. W. 
Griggs, of West-Boint, and adopted : — 

Resolved, That a committee af five be appointed to pre- 
sent a report of the Medical Topography of the State of 
Georgia, to report at next meeting. Committee— Drs. 
Griggs, Thomas, Flewellen, Alexander and Ford. 

Dr. A. W. Griggs introduced the following resonltion, 
which was adopted : — 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to report 
npon the medicinal properties and uses of the various unoffi* 
cenal indigenous plants of the State of Georgia, and other 
states with which they may be familiar. Committee — Drs. J. 

G. Westmoreland, Charters, Crawford, Geddings, and Ham- 
mond. 

The following standing committees appointed at the last 
annual meeting were continued : — 

Committee to prepare sketch of the life and character of 
thope members of the Association who have died sinoe the 
meeting of 1861 — Drs. Ford, Banks, and Logan. 

Committee to examine prize essays — Drs. Bank#, J. G. 
Westmoreland, Fprd, Drewry, and O’Keefe. 

Committee to memorialize the legislature or registration 
of births and deaths — Drs. Habersham, Westmoreland, and 
"VPbrd. , 

On motion of Dr. Edwin S. Bay, of Atlanta, the, name 
of Dr. DeS. Ford, of AuguBta, was inserted instead of Dr. 
F. O. Dannally, removed from the State. 

On motion of Dr. W. F. Westmoreland, one hundred 
dollars was > offered for three essays, fifty dollars for the first, 
thirty dollars for the second, and twenty dollars for the third ; 
or medals amounting tp the same, as the essayist may prefer. 

On motion .of Dr. Bay, of Atlanta, Dr. J. G. Thomas, 
Qf Savannah, was elected orator for the next annual meetfpg. 

The following resolution was then introdneed by Dr. J. 
T. Banks, of Griffin. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Association be tendered 
to the following Bail Boads of Georgia, which have frindly 
made concessions in favor of members of said Association : 
Georgia B. E., Central B. B., Atlanta and West-Point B, 
B., Macop and Western B. B., Savannah and Golf B. B., 
Augnsta and Savannah B. R. 
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On motion of Dr. Ray, Dr. Ford, of Augusta, was ap- 
pointed chairman of the committee Of arrangements, with 
the privilege of selecting his associates. 

On motion of Dr. Myers, of Savannah, the report of the 
late treasurer was received, and ordered to be spread upon 
the minutes. . 

The following resolution was then offered by W. F. West- 
moreland, and adopted : — 

Resolved^ That in the opinion of this Association, there is 
no breach of the Code of Medical Ethics which governs the 
profession, in physicians contracting with the owners or 
agents of plantations for the treatment of freedraen in their 
employ '.provided, that in each city, county, or neighbourhood, 
uniformity of charges be observed, and underbidding 
avoided. 

Upon motion of Dr. Word, of Atlanta, the late Treasurer 
was called upon for a full report. 

The following resolutions were introduced by Dr. J. N. 
Simmons, of Atlanta, and adopted : — 

Resolved , That the members of the Association highly ap- 
preciate the cordial welcome they have received on the part 
of the city authorities of Griffin, and that their thanks are 
due and are hereby tendered to the citizens, and especially to 
the ladies, for their kind offices in contributing to the plea- 
sures of this body during their session in this city, furnish- 
ing such entertainments as are ever agreeable, and which 
are esteemed as evidences of kind feeling and good will to 
the profession. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this body are tendered to the 
Trustees of the M. E. Church, for the use of their lecture 
room for its deliberations. 

On motion of Dr. Holt, of Macon, a vote of thanks was 
tendered to the Recording Secretary and Treasurer for the 
prompt and efficient manner in which they discharged their 
duties. 


On motion, the proceedings of this meeting of the Asso- 
ciation were ordered published in the Medical Journals of 
the State. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned to 
its next annual meeting, in Augusta, on the second Wednes- 
day in April, 1868 . 

L. H. ORME, Rec. Sec. 
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DR. STOKER’S LECTURES. 

The Lectures proposed by Dr. H. R. Storer, of Boston, to 
be delivered during the first two weeks of June, we presume 
will be eminently interesting and instructive. 

His connection with Dr. Simpson, of Edinburgh, as assist- 
ant in practice, and as one of the Editors of his Obstetrical 
Works, in 1854-5, beside other evidences of his familiarity 
with female diseases, give assurance that his course of Lec- 
tures on the Treatment of Surgical diseases of Women, will 
be practical and useful. 


TO PHYSICIANS. 


At the request of several members of the profession, 

DR. HORATIO R. STORER 

will deliver a private oourse of twelve lectures upon the Treat- 
ment of the 

SURGICAL DISEASES OF WOMEN, 

during the first fortnight of June, at his rooms in Boston. 

Gentlemen attending the course will be required to show their 
diplomas. Fee $50. 

Hotel Pelham , Boston , March 29, 1867. 
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The next regular Course of Lectures in this Institution, will commeiije 
on the fint Monday in May next, and continue until the last of the follow^ 
ing August. . 

The Faculty, in making this Annual Announcement, are gratified in be- 
ing able to state that the College building has undergone thorough repairs, 
and has been re-supplied with appliances for instruction in the y&rious de- 
partments of the College. They congratulate themselves in bemg aoe^ 
through a munificence timely bestowed, to make the necessary expeafli-c 
tures, and to place the Institution in a condition to afford the facilities for 
teaching, heretofore offered to the public, previous to tie war'. In every 
particular, the building has been restored to its former condition. 

The Amphitheatre, ao important to demonstrations in ‘Anatomy, Surgery, 
and Obstetrios, and which was torn up during the war, has been substan- 
tially re-fitted, with a decided improvement in the form Of construction. 

In the Chemical Lecture-room, raised seats, affording perfect view of ex- 
periments, and other fixtures connected with the Laboratory, have been re- 
placed ; also, in this department, such apparatus, chemicals, etc., as are 
necessary to facilitate the study of Chemistry, have been supplied. In 
short, the College is fiirnished in every department with Apparatus, and all; 
other appliances required in the Institution, for thorough instruction in tbA 

various branches connected with the study of Medicine. : 

■ 


FACULTY. 

A. MEANS, M. D., Professor of Medical and General Chemistry.' 

D. C. O’KEEFE, M. D., Professor of Theory and Practice^ Medicine. 
W. F. WESTMORELAND, M. D., Professor of Principles andg^Practice 
of Surgery. 

H. V. M. MILLER, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
and Children. , j 

EBEN HILLYER, M. Professor of the Institutes of Medicine. 

8. EL STOUT, Professor of Anatomy. 

J. F. ALEXANDER, M. D., Professor of Surgical and Pathological AifU* 


omy. 

J. G. WESTMORELAND, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Ther- 


apeutics. 

W. 8. ARMSTRONG, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
N. D’ALVIGNY, M. D., Curator. 


FEES. . 

For the ‘Conroe of Lectures,. $105 . 

Matriculation, (taken once only) q 

Dissecting Ticket,. (required only once) ..If 

Diploma Fee, - 25 

Board and Lodging can be obtained at from $5 to $6 per week. Stu- 
dents on coming to theOfar. will be conducted to suitable warding bouses 
by calling on the Dean, at n» Office, or the Janitor at the College. 

For Further information, address 

J. G. WESTMORELAND, Dean. 

Atlanta, Ga., January 15, 1867. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


t ARTICLE I. 

‘ , . > 

Obligations of the public to the Medical Profession, Begd he.- . 
fore the Medical Association of the State of Georgia, at , 
their last annual meeting, by R. 0. Word, If. D., of At- 
lanta, Ga. (Published by order of the Association.) • 

It is proposed in this paper to Bubmit a few thoughts in 1 
relation to the want of appreciation, by the people, of the. 
peculiar difficulties which, to the medical profession, more 
than any other, have resulted from the late unfortunate war. 
The cause of medical science, nob less than the interests of 
the practitioner, is jeopardized ; and it would seem, therefore! 
a duty, both to the public and the profession, tiospeak out 
upon this subject. 

In former times, the principles of medical ethics, by which 
we were governed, were, in some degree, understood and ac- 
quiesed in by the more intelligent in the community. These 
principles recognized certain reciprocal obligations betwfecfti 11 
the members of the medical profession and the public! amd 
both were expected to perform their part ; now, however, 
the rule appears to be changed — the physician is expected to 
perform his obligations, while the people seem to regard 
' themselves released from their’s. 
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We think it may be said, ’without boasting, that the true 
men of die medical profession in Georgia, and indeed through- 
out the whole Booth, are endeavoring to discharge their du- 
ties to science, and to the public, and are moying onward, 
despite the adverse circumstances of the times, in the same 
noble and benevolent spirit which has. ever characterized 
medical men as a class. 

The existence of the Medical Association of Georgia is, of' 
itself, evidence of a spirit of investigation and progress 
amongst the members of the profession in the State. Its la- 
labors are devoted to the cause of science and to the public 
good. 

There are two medical journala in successful operation in 
Georgia, and several others in the Sonth ; and the work of 
collecting statistics and useful facts, from the records and 
experience of the war, is being diligently prosecuted. 

On the other hand, what can we say of the conduct of the 
public towards the profession? Amid the turmoil and con- 
fnsion of business pursuits, and the anxieties incident to the 
present disturbed state of the country, men seem to have 
lost sight of those great principles and rules of action which 
look to the general welfare. One of these rules, which should 
govern the conduct of every good citizen, is the furtherance 
of science, and the advocacy of truth. 

The great progress of medical science in the last half cen- 
tury, and the discoveries resulting therefrom, have proven of, 
incalculable benefit to mankind. Take the single article of 
chloroform, and reflect upon the relief it afforded to thou- 
sands of our suffering soldiers during the late horrible war, 
not to mention the suffering it has prevented in private prac- 
tice, and who can place an estimate on its value? In the 
treatment of disease, in surgery, in chemistry, in public . 
Hygiene, and, in fact, in every department of medical science, 
the public is reaping the benefits of a rapid and unprece- 
dented advancement. 
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bit the desire of the people that this work of progress 
and improvement shall continue? If so, they should not 
neglect the true mm of the profession. The sober, the ed- 
ucated, and the conscientious members of the profession 
should be sustained ; for to them the country looks for the 
promotion of medical science, and they are the true conserv- 
ators of the public health. Upon them alone can the people 
safely depend in cases of emergency ; and their presence fur- 
nishes a safeguard and protection to life and to health whieh 
should not be lightly esteemed. 

How often does it happen, especially in this day of acci- 
dents by steam and machinery, that cases occur in which the 
highest skill and science alone can avail to save life, — cases 
wherein impudence, and humbngger yean not cloak the igno- 
rance and inefficiency of the imposter, — and wherein the life 
of the sufferer absolutley depends upon the prompt atten- 
dance of the skillful and educated physician ! 

The presence of tho intelligent medical man in a commu- 
nity is then a matter of serious importance ; for critical cases, 
of the kind alluded to, may happen at any moment, and, 
indeed, are far more frequent than is supposed; for they are 
not always palpable to the non-professional observer, even 
in surgical cases, much less in ordinary diseases. It is in 
the latter class of cases that the quack so well succeeds in 
gulling the people who, while acknowledging the necessity 
of calling upon the men of science in these rare and criti- 
cal cases, nevertheless too often bestow upon the quack the 
more lucrative, because the more frequent, emoluments of 
the daily practice. Such a course on the part of the people 
is both wrong in principle and suicidal , in policy ; and it -is 
well that the public be advised of the fact, that ibis driving 
from the profession those who are morally and intellectually 
best qualified to practice its humane and responsible duties. 

Cut patronage to quackery, even in legitimate medicine, is 
not the only evil of which we now complain : there is yet 
another which is forcing many worthy men from the prao- 
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tice of medicine into other channels ;-*4t is that medical bSls 
are not fund ; and that medical men are not allowed, by pnb- 
Up sentiment, to present their bills for collection, and require 
prompt payment thereof, as is done in other departments. 
Custom has invested the medical profession with a dignity 
which jdaoee it in a different position from other evocations 
in the maftter of collecting debts. If the physioian dunB bis 
patrons he lowers himself in their estimation, and not nnfre- 
qtiently gives offense. Why is this, and why ib it consid- 
ered a lowering of professional dignity for the physician to 
demand his pay? The cash system now holds in every 
other departmert. How is the physician to meet the oash 
demands that are daily made upon him, when he is re- 
quired to credit indefinitely any and every-body ? 

When the medieal man applies for credit at the store, or 
the provision market, he finds that deference to professional 
dignity does not avail to reUeve him from the demand, of 
the cash system ; and the merchant plainly tells him, — “Sir, 
my rnle is cash: we let no goods go without the money.” 
This, it will be said, is right. Grant it. But reverse the 
case, and let this identical merchant send for the physician, 
who replies to him, — “Sir, my rnle is cash: I visit no case 
without the money.” Would not the merchant be highly 
offended — and would he not ever afterwards regard this phy- 
sician as an exacting and unfeeling man, aqd unworthy of 
patronage? 

It is a fact weU known, and one to which the public mind 
should be directed, that hundreds of the best men in the 
profession are being Uterally starred out by this unjust end. 
ungrateful discrimination. We Bay ungratefnl, because the 
conscientious medical man has claims upon the community 
far beyond the amount due by the few who are willing or 
able to compensate him for his services. He is a pnbhc bene- 
factor in die highest sense of the word. Hie people are 
strangely insensible of the fact, that the physician does an 
amount of gratuitous labor far surpassing that of all other 
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callings eombinedj; and as the harden of oareing for the 
poor should rest equally upon all classes, the nndae propor- 
tion which the physician sustains should be placed to Ms 
credit as against the community. The argument that these 
charities are incident to the profession he has chosen, and 
must therefore be borne, is too illiberal and unjust to merit 
a reply. Tet it is evident, that snob is the light in whieh 
their services' are viewed, and that little or no merit is at- 
tached to their performance. To snch an extent, indeed, has 
this feeling grown upon the people’s mind, that the physician 
seems to be regarded as a mere philanthropist, whose duty 
end pleasure it is to act for the public, and who requires, 
and is entitled to no compensation. 

In Germany, and in other European Countries, the Gov 
eminent provides for the medical treatment of the poor ; 
but here, the Legislature not only refuses to compensate the 
practitioner, but heightens the inflictioir by imposing upon 
him a heavy specific tax. 

In 1860 , tiie Medical Association of Georgia, in a memo- 
rial to the Legislature, in reference to the injustice of- the 
specific professional tax, thus alludes to the gratuitous ser- 
vices of the physician : 

“At all seasons, and in all kinds of weather, in the dark 
hours of night, when others are asleep, the medical man pass, 
es from one scene of distress to another, bestowing his labor, 
impairing his health, and dispensing drags to the indigent 
sick.” 

To this course he is impelled by two powerful foroes ; the 
first and greatest, is the demand of humanity, which, to a 
contentions man, leaves often no alternative by which to 
escape the call. He second, is the force of public sentiment, 
which will not tolerate in the physician that freedom of ac-^ 
tion, which it allows to others. He merchant may refuse 
credit to whom he chooses; the druggist may decline to sell 
to an insolvent customer, and it is well ; hut the physician 
'who exercises this liberty, brings upon himself the severest 
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censure, and consequent injuiy to his character and business. 

To the many cases of casuality and death which occur in 
this fast age, a large proportion of which is amongst the 
poorer classes, the physician stands a ready servant, subject 
to every beck and call, and is expected and required to have 
In readiness all the appliances and material, at whatever 
cost, adapted to every emergency. By his promptness, skill, 
and benevolent agency, he relieves large numbers, and oft’- 
'tiihes rescues them bom impending death. When under 
analogous circumstances, a party is snatched from a burning 
dwelling, or a watery grave, the individual who performs 
the deed, is esteemed a hero. When a mariner rushes to the 
rescue of a distressed crew, he gains for himself laurels of 
praise, and medals of honor. Not so, the physician. He 
is regarded as having performed a mere commonplace duty, 
and scarcely meets with a passing commendation ; and such 
is the tyranny of custom and law, that if he refuses to re- 
spond to every call, he encounters the indignant frown of the 
com muni ty, and failing, from want of facilities or other cause, 
to adopt the most scientific treatment, he becomes liable to 
prosecution and heavy damages. 

When the Oholera, or other destructive malady rages as 
an epidemic in a community, the physician remains at his 
poet, facing danger and death for the public. In medico-le- 
gal investigations, at coroners’ inquests, and in poet mortem 
inspections, the services of the physician are required, and 
yet the State has made no adequate provision for his com- 
pensation. 

If in the days of peace and prosperity, these burdens bore 
unequally and hard upon the medical man, what are they 
now, when the proportion of poor to be treated has increased 
ten fold, when die proceeds of the negro practice have been 
cut off, and when specific taxes by the State, the county, 
and the Federal authorities, are extorfed from the prac- 
titioner ? 

Medical men, as a class, are proverbially benevolent and 
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kind, and have ever borne with patience the heavy respon- 
sibilities of the practice and the exactions of the public; but 
the time has arrived, when, in consequence of their own des- 
destitution, and the impoverished condition of the masses, 
they feel constrained to protest against the vast inequality 
ef the hardens they are called upon to bear. 

Other facts could be adduced in proof of the positions at- 
tained, and to show that the physician is a public benefactor, 
and is entitled to the gratitude and support, instead of the 
eeasqre and neglect of the public. But we conclude by re- 
capitulating the points we have endeavored to establish. 

, 1st — There are reciprocal obligations between the public 
and the members of the medical profession. 

2d— Medical men are nobly discharging their duties ; but 
the people are unmindful of their obligations which require 
them, both as a matter of principle and of policy, to sup- 
port the true men of tfie profession. 

3d— Medical men are not paid: they are forced to adopt 
the old credit aystem, which is but little better than starva- 
tion, as the, result, of which, many good men are leaving the 
profession, 

4th — Medical men are benefactors to the public, for which 
neither the Legislature net the masses of the people have 
•a? just appreciation. 


ARTICLE II. 

Cn thewte tif Large Deeee of Calomel in Diarrhoea and Dy+ 
mtery. By A. D. Cosbt, M. D., of Calhoun, Ky. 

I have practiced for many years upon the supposition 
that the effects of a large dose of calomel are very different 
from thope resultii^ from a small one, or from a small one 
frequently repeated, until the quantity given ia equivalent 
tothatof a large one. While I do not claim the honor of 
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originating- the- idea here suggested, 1 often meet With 
practitioners who are ignorent of the factor are not dis- 
posed to acknowledge itB importance. I hope I will not be 
trespassing upon the indulgence of the readers of the Jour- 
nal , by pressing its claims upon their consideration, with 
such facts as I hare observed, and such arguments as I may 
be able to adduce. By a large dose of calomel, 1 mean 
twenty, and by a small dose,y?we grains. 

Calomel is ' seldom given as a purgative, for the reason 
that it is slow and uncertain in its actions, and hence, mdeh 
more unreliable than many other articles belonging to the 
eiass of cathartics. But when the secretions of the biliary 
organs are oat df order, it is given for their rectification, 
either alone, or in'combination with some purgative, for the 
purpose 1 of increasing its activity. Connected with disor- 
ders of these organs, there is generally an irritable condition 
of the stomach and alimentary tube; when I have always 
found that a scruple dose is much more effectual in modera- 
ting inordinate activity of the stomach and intestinal canal, 
hr arresting the copious serous secretions of the bowels usu- 
ally present under such circumstances, and in arousing the 
liver into action, which is apt to be at fault, than any smaller 
quantity. While five or ten grains of calomel will usu- 
ally increase the peristaltic action of the bowels r and caUse 
the evacnations by irritating the stomach and bowels, and 
thus cause the mucous and serous secretions to be frequent, 
liquid, and exhausting, twenty 'grains will commonly bring 
down two or three consistent and bilious stools. Oalomel, 
either alone .or iu v combination, is awtly depended on te 
treat cases nf irritable bowels, in wl^ich watery evacuations 
are passed, and hence it is important to know what qnan- 
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aadheace, am prepared to account for the very ctatradietafy 
effects it has produced in the hands of those who gave it 
only in small doses. That they should have but little, oonfl- 
deace in it, is in no way strange to me, for they give it, as 
I humbly think, in quantities that are calculated to do mote 
Inna than. good. 

I deem it entirely unnecessary to enter into any theoreti- 
cal explanation of the can se of the difference under conside- 
ration. Is it an incontestable therapentioel fact of impor- 
tance? If so, then it will answer the pur posse of the Jour- 
nal, which are, as I undent and, to promote practical, and 
cisoourage hypothetical medicine. 

I could adduoe from personal experience, hundreds of facts 
in conformation of the correctness of my position-; but. to 
do so, wonld be merely to lengthen my article without in- 
creasing its value. I will, however, introduce a few illustra- 
tive examples from the multitude that I have encountered 
along the pathway of a medical experience of twenty-five 
jaara, principally in order to contrast the results of smell 
sad Inge doass, aa they have been displayed is the same 

In M62, 1 was called to see a hoy six yearsiof age,, who 
was laboring under an attack of diarrhoea of ten days du- 
ttiatn. His discharges were watery and exhausting, and 
connected with an irritable condition of the stomach. The 
pbyncaaft who was in charge of the ease had treated it with 
cm grata doass of calomel, in combination with Hover’s 
powders, repeated at regular intervals. The patient had 
grown weaker and more emaciated from day to day, without 
tbs slightest apparent improvement in either the frequency, 
quantity, or nature of his evacuations. I prescribed one 
tea grain dose of calomel, against the protest of the attend* 
ingphyrfeiisn. 

Oh my return, twenty-four bourn after my first visit, I 
hatned that the patient had had but one action from the 
bowels during my abscence, which occurred in half hour after 
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the calomel was given. A small dose of castor oil compter 
ted the core. Upon what principles can the beneficial ef- 
fects of the ten grain dose of calomel be explained, unless 
it be upon the hypothesis that a large dose of calomel acts 
as a sedative on the capillary vessels of the .mucous coating 
of the stomach and intestines, while a small one irritates it I 
In 1857, Mj*. E was attacked violently with dysen- 

tery. Bis physician treated his case with broken doses of 
calomel, in connection with various astringents, for twelve 
days. Instead of improving, he daily grew, worse and "worse. 
The tormina and tenesmus were intensely severe. The mncons 
and bloody discharges were frequent and copious. His fam- 
ily became alarmed about his condition, and in their despair 
sent for me. Prescribed the following: 

9 — Calomel, 15 grs. '■ 

Pulv. Opium, 1 gr. 

Ipecac, 2 grs. — M. 

Which was ordered to be given in syrnp at bed time, and 
passed off the next morning with castor oil and turpentine. 

The same prescription was repeated for four consecutive 
nights, at the expiration of which time the patient was owed. 

In 1856, two of Mr. F’s grown sons were taken with dys- 
entery about the same time. I treated them with shlphate 
magnesia and small doses sulphate morphine, for eight days. 

By this treatment one of them was relieved ; but' the other 
evidently grew worse, to whom I then gave calomel,, grs. xx, 
opium, gr. 1, ipecae, grs. 11, which was repeated for two 
consecutive Dights. The patient convalesced rapidly, and 
further treatment was not called for. 

I will give one more illustration on a large scale, founded 
on my observations daring the war. I was ordered on duty, 
with the 17th Kentucky Regiment, one month before the 
battle of Shilo, at which place I met with the Regimen t." 

tJpon inquiry, I found seventy of the men disabled from 
duly, chiefly from camp diarrhoea. Beside, I learned that 
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a large number bad died, been discharged from the serried, 
and sent to general hospitals. The treatment had been, small 
doses of calomel, blue mass, opinm, and other astringents. 
I changed the prescription, and gave scrapie doses of calo- 
mel to all the fresh caseB as they occurred, which relieved 
them in a few days, and thus prevented them from running 
into the chronic form. 

The chronic cases on hand, when I joined the regiment, 
that did not recover during the spring, were cured by green 
corn in the summer, without any further medication. The 
green corn was scraped from the cob and boiled done in wa- 
ter, a piece of fat pork being thrown iu to season it. Thus 
the regiment was delivered from that terrible army scourge. 

In the fall of the same year, I took charge, as Surgeon, of 
the 35th Begiment of Kentucky Mounted Infantry — a new 
Begiment just brought into the service. I treated all the 
eases of camp diarrhoea as they occurred, with large doses 
of calomel. I served with the regiment six months, and 
can now truthfully say that not a man died, not one was dis- 
charged from service, or sent to general hospital on aoconnt 
of diarrhoea, during that time, as my monthly reports will 
(how. * 

After I left the regiment, my assistant surgeon continued 
the same treatment; and as it was connected with General 
Hobson’s command, on whose staff I was serving, I had 
the opportunity to know that the prescription succeeded un- 
til the regiment was mustered out, just prior to. the close of 
the war. f 

I do not always administer calomel for the relief of dys- 
entery and diarrhoea. A large majority of the cases in this 
locality will yield to a milder and more popular plan of 
treatment Bat when this plan does fail, and I deem it ne- 
cesaary to give calomel, I give it in large doees, especially in 
all fresh and acute oases. 

But I will farther support the correctness of my position 
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by the authority of others, who have enjoyed the most favor- 
able opportunities of arriving at trnthfol results. 

Dr. Armesly, who practiced many years in India, says 
-that “ calomel combines with, and renders fluid, and detach- 
«s the viscid m neons secretions attached to the alimentary 
canal; it diminishes the vascular state of the stomach when 
it is in excess, and increases the capillary circulation in the 
mucous coat of the large intestines. 

fienee, itis useful in large doses in increased vascular 
action of the intestinal canal indicated by the state of the 
tongne and irritability of the stomach, such as occurs in 
fever, hepatitis, dysentery and peritonal inflammation after 
foil bleeding:” -He further remarks in another place: “It 
is generally believed, and probably may be true, that many 
constitutions in India are ruined by the use of calomel ; but 
I am disposed to consider this to be the consequence of con- 
tinuing it in small quantities long after the necessity for using 
it ceases to exist. Small doses of calomel, from two, three 
to four grains, will pnrge and keep up a considerable degree 
of irritation in the stomach and bowels, when twenty grains 
will not; but on the contrary, Will allay the irritation of 
both when it results from the inflammation of their mnoous 
surfaces:” 

Dr. JohneOn says on the same subject : “ I shall prove in 
the course of this essay, what indeed is well known to many 
of my brother officers who have served in India, that twenty 
grains of calomel will act as a sedative, and tao for from gri- 
ping and producing hypocatharsis, will soothe uneasiness, 
and rather constipate than purge.’’ . 1 ' 

By Dr. Merrill, of Machee, it is said: “Calomel, when 
given alone, I have always found to produce the best effect 
in scruple doses. A smaller quantity than this operates 
more frequently, producing greater limitation of the stom- 
ach and bowels, and causing frequent watery -dejeotibns, 
Which rapidly debilitate the patient.” 
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Again he says : “ The medium dose of twenty grains rare- 
ly fails to qniet the irritability of the stomach and bowels 
and carry off large quantities of feculent bilious matter 
without griping, tenesmus, prostration, or any other unto- 
ward symptom.” 

Dr. Cartwright, in his essay on syphilis, remarks that “ those 
who have not used calomel extensively, would be apt to sup- 
pose a priori that large doses would produce bypocatharsis, 
and debilitate the patient ; but experience can beet refute 
such suppositions, for it shows us that large doses of calomel 
operate much more mildly than Bmall ones.” 

Dr. Armstrong says : “ Small doses of calomel, from two 
to four and six grains, will purge and keep up a considerable 
degree of irritation in the stomach and bowels, when twen- 
ty grains will not, but on the contrary, will allay the irrita- 
tion of both, when it results from inflammation of their mu- 
cous surfaces.” 

Dr. Thompson, in his work on Materia Mediea and Thera- 
peutics, informs us, that “ it often happens that small doses 
of calomel cannot be retained on the stomach when this vis- 
cous is in an irritable Btate, although- it retains large doses, ; 
which act as a sedative.” 

Now it does seem to me, that the concurrent testimony of 
so many respectable physicians, who have formed their opin- 
ions from actual observations, onght to satisfy all that the 
effects off a large dose of calomel are' very different from 
those of a small one; and that while the former allays the 
irritation of the bowels, the latter rather augments it than 
otherwise. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



168 


Original Communications. 


ARTICLE III. 

Lithotomy. By D. W. Hammond, M. D., Macon, Ga. 

W. T. Nelson, aged forty-one, a merchant of this city, 
has had vesical trouble for three years. 

For the last six months his sufferings have been unremit- 
tingly severe, finding no relief except when under large 
doses of opium or morphine. He was sounded sometime du- 
ring last year, by Dr. Mettaeur, and a calculus was detected : 
shortly after which, he placed himself under my care. I 
gave him the usual palliatives in such cases, urging him all 
the while to submit to the operation, it being, “ ultimum at 
unicum remedium, ” for his alleviation. On the 4th April* 
1807, he came to my office, and informed me that he had 
come to the determination to have the calculus extracted, as 
he could not endure the pain any longer. I directed him to 
go home and take a dose of ol. ricini, and that I would ope- 
rate next morning, at 10 o’clock. When the time arrived, 
the following physicians, viz., Boon, Mettaeur, Castlin, Holt, 
Smith, Mason, Black&hear, and Branham, kindly gave me 
their council and assistance. Having secured him in the 
usual position, my friend Dr. Castlin administered chloro* 
form ; when fully ansesthetised, my friend Dr. Mettauer, by 
request, introduced a No. 10 grooved director into the blad- 
der. The existence of the calculus being unmistakable, I at 
once made the perinssal section, and with a f inch gorget, 
as modified by Dr. Physic, the prostate gland and neck of the 
bladder were divided. The calculus could be distinctly felt 
lying in the bas-fond of the viscus. Finding it to be small, 
its removal was attempted by the introduction of the scoop : 
this failing to extract it, several different shaped forceps 
were used, and finally it was grasped, and in bringing it 
through the neck of the bladder, it broke, and fell in sev- 
eral pieces. The operation now became tedious and some- 
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what embarrassing, being compelled to make repeated at* 
tempts to remove the remaining fragments. Bnt by per* 
severance with divers instruments, and injecting water into 
the bladder, it was finally completely rid of the detritus. 
As advised by Liston, a No. 10 bougie was inserted, and 
pfedgets of lint packed around it, as there was some hemor- 
rhage still oozing from the wound. The external pubic 
artery was large, and when cut, the blood sprang out with 
considerable force, which, however, ceased to bleed before 
the completion of the operation. The patient was now re* 
moved from the table and placed in bed, and 3 i- tr. opii 
administered; pulse 100, and rather feeble; gave him a 
drink of whisky and water. At 7 P. M., restless, and had 
a constant desire to void urine, which was passing partly 
through the bougie, and partly per urethram. Supposing 
that this uncontrollable desire to discharge urine was the re- 
sult of the presence of the bougie and the packing around it, 
1 withdrew them, as the hremorrhage had entirely subsided. 
Ordered an anodyne draught, and left him for the night. 

6th — Saw him at 0 A. M. ; found him comparatively com- 
lortable ; pulse 105 ; urine passing almost entirely through 
the penis ; directed flax Beed tea as a constant drink. 6 P. 
M., still in gi*eat pain from constant desire to empty the 
bladder; urine bloody, and passing through the urethra. 
The wound was agglutinated and glazed over, and had every 
appearance of uniting by the first intention. Fearing this. 
Pmade a slight effort to pull it open ; but the adhesion wife 
so firm, and gave him so much pain, I desisted. I will here 
mention, that many years ago I operated npon a small lad 
for stone, and the wound healed by the first intention, and 
twelve or fourteen days afterwards a perinseal abscess formed, 
which broke in a few days, the result of which, was a trouble- 
some fistulous opening, requiring over two months to heal. 

7th. — Had a comfortable night, and feeling tranquil this 
morning ; no fever; pulse 90; and to my gratification the 
urine had resumed its route through the perenseum. Ordered 
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a dose of oh ricini, which operated through the day. 9 P. 
M., advised one gr. snlpt. morphine by enema. 

8th. — Bested badly through the night, otherwise doing 
well; appetite returning; urine passing both ways. 

9th. — Spent a comfortable day; pnlse 85; more cheerful ; 
urine discharged mostly through the urethra ; wound closing 
rapidly ; directed an enema of morphine to be administered 
at night 

10th. — Doing well; pulse 78; but little pain in voiding 
urine. 

From the 11th to the 14th, continued to improve. 

The wound closed, and the urine discharged without any 
obstruction or pain per vias naturales. By the 18th, (13 
days after the operation) he was in his store-room attending 
to business, and on the 20th, went with some friends to the 
lakes below the city fishing. Calculous about the size of a 
large almond ; weight, 96 grs. 
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Lime Inhalations in Pseudo-Membranous Croup. By Bkn- 

smm B. Wilson, Late Surgeon and Lieut. Colonel, U. 
S. V. of Philadelphia. 

I have recently attended a case of pseodo-membranous 
croup, in which 1 prescribed lime water inhalations, and in . 
which the curative effects of this remedy were most marked 
and decided. 

When first called to my patient, a child about two years ' 
of age, the disease had existed for more than forty-eight 
hours ; though up to this time, little alarm had been excited 
io the minds ot the parents from the apparent slow progress 
and insignificant character of the affection. During most 
of the time, the child had kept upon her feet about the house 
during the day ; and some fever, with difficulty of breathing 
aud an occasional cough were the most prominent symptoms 
aggravated, of course, during the night, but without any 
distressing complications. A more decided exacerbation, 
however, nad preceded my being sent for, aqd I found her 
with all the symptoms of the disease fairly and strongly, de- 
veloped. There was a high febrile action with very consid- 
erable dyspnoea ; the voice was almost extinct, a hoarse dry 
whisper being the only result of any effort to articulate, and 
there was present the occasional (though not very frequent) 
loud, barking, ringing cough, characteristic of the disease. 

Believing tnat the time for obtaining any remedial effect 
from venesection had passed, the child was immediately 

E laced in a hot mustard bath for twenty minutes, and after 
eiog freely and repeatedly vomited and subjected to the 
action of counter-irritants m the shape of strong turpentine 
stupes to the neck and breast, the following prescription was 
ordered to be administered every two hours : of calomel £ 
gr., turpetli mineral, £ gr., ipecacuanha £ gr., sal ammoniac, 
one grain. This prescription was given during the entire 
day and evening, with the effect of keeping up constant 
nausea and occasional emesis, and a moderate purgation du- 
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ring the latter part of the evening, without however, pro- 
ducing any abatement of* the threatning symptom*, which 
were, in fact, becoming every hour graver in their character, 
so that the case now assumed a threatening aspect. 

In the evening, after a second warm mustard bath, the 
lime water inhalations were commenced, the other treatment 
being continued as before. A vapor bath was extemporized 
by throwing a large blanket over the child’s head and shoul- 
ders as well as the sofa upon which it reclined and including 
also within its circumference a pitcher in which a small 
lump of quick lime was being rapidly slaked by means of 
boiling water. In this way the air surrounding the child’s 
body, as well as that respired, was highly charged with the 
vapor of lime water. This process was repeated every hour, 
ana sometimes every half hour, when the breathing seemed 
more than usually hurried and difficult. The immediate 
effect of this vapor bath upon the patient seemed to be sooth- 
ing, the most urgent dyspnoea being relieved, and the little 
suuerer almost always bocoming quieter and falling into a 
light sleep under its use. The constant repetition of the in- 
halations, seemed to check the steady progress of the symp- 
toms from bad to worse, and to mitigate in a very consider- 
able decree the most distressing and dangerous one, that of 
impeded respiration. This treatment, substantially, was kept 
up during tne whole night, the dav following, and the suc- 
ceeding night ; there being, it was thought, a constant though 
gradual, and slow improvement during that time. On the 
next morning, forty-eight hours after I took charge of the 
case, and ninety-six from the inception of the disease, the 
symptoms gave way ; the cough suddenly becoming loose 
and catarrhal in its character, and the breathing free and 
uninterrupted ; the case entering at once upon convalescense. 
The recovery, under the use oi expectorants, was prompt 
and rapid, and with but a slight trace of the usual bronchial 
inflammation, which almost invariably is a disorder conse- 
quent upon severe cases of croup. The happy result in this 
case, under circumstances evidently so desperate, could be 
attributed only to the means employed in addition to the 
ordinary treatment; for one has onlv to be familiar with the 
disease, to know how powerless is the most approved treat- 
ment ordinarily, when directed against it. 

I have previously used lime water inhalations in four cases 
of croup, in which the pseudo-membranous element was sup- 
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poeedtoexist to a greater or tees degree. ! Th» : r wtireebtered, 
and in each oi them the remedy -was ooflrtden i to have been 
not withoufca beneficial effect, thobgh to what extent was 
not and could not be determined. Two of these casts were 
also prescribed for by practitioners among the most eminent 
in Philadelphia, and were considered by them very serious, 
not to say hopeless oases. Treatment recognised as most 
efficient and proper for each cases was nnintermittedly kept 
op, and how nucb credit, if any, of the cur© could be fairly 
claimed by the inhalations!, at the present at least admits of 
discussion. Sufficient apparent benefit was observed, how- 
ever, at every trial, to warrant a farther perseverance in its 
use. - 

The remedy may be administered by slaking lime in an 
ordinary inhaler, with a flexible - tube and mouth-piece at- 
tached, or by a temporary vapbr - bath in the manner above 
described. The latter I prefer for several reasons, which 
become apparent in practioe. The vapor as usually given 
off is at too high a temperature to be respired, unless diluted 
with a certain amount of atmospheric air at a lower temper- 
ature ; and . besides, the little snarer, parched with fever and 
gasping for breath, iB too much worried and frightened, even 
if naturally manageable, to be Induced to breathe systemati- 
cally and carefully through tho lnouth-jhece of an inhaler. 

The vapor bath avoids all this, and can conveniently be ap- • 

E lied during the intervals of temporary repose or sleep, and 
as the additional advantage of producing a profuse perspi- 
ration, which is of itself grateful and relaxing in no incon- 
siderable degree. 

I refrain from theorizing upon the therapeutic action of 
this remedy, and from guessing how or why it produces 
its curative effects a tolerably moist atmosphere is confess- 
edly the proper one for every case of croup, and doubtless 
the vapor of water alone in a certain proportion in the in- 
spired, »ir, increases the moisture of the respiratory mucous 
membranes and promotes secretion therefrom. Whether the 
hydrated lime with which the vapor is highly charged, has 
a specific action in dissolving, softening or loosening false 
membrane, or in promoting secretions from themucous mem- 
brane of the larynx or trachea, is yet to be determined. 

I, however, respectfully and earnestly call the attention of 
theprofession to this remedy for the following reasons: 

That p8eodo*membranons croup is. a very grave disorder, 
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but little amenable to any treatment khfaerto used when fully 
established ; and even when aem and treated at the outset, 
often Betting at defiance the moot approved plans of practice 
which have been recommended op to the presebt time. 

That it can be need in addition to and without interfering 
with any general treatment which may be judged appropri- 
ate in any particular case, and it may, under doubtful circum- 
stances turn the scale in favor of. life and recovery. 

That it does not seem injarions in any respect; so far as 
used, no unpleasant result seeme to have followed it, either 
immediately or remotely. 

It is apparently soothing and most comforting to the 
patient, relieving the distressing symptoms, giving ease and 
rest, and disposing the little sufferer to sleep. 

I have not thought it worth while to try it in catarrhal 
or purely ep«s»dio forms of the disease. These varieties 
as a rule yield promptly to appropriate active treatment. 
In no disease probably is the effects of medication more ob- 
viously apparent than in spasmodic croup ; whore, upon the 
exhibition of an emetic, the patient passes at once from a 
state of gnat stealing danger to one of almost entire relief, 
comfort, and safety; presenting in this respect the most 
marked contrast to the pseudo-membranous form of the 
disease.— ifed. atvA tiurg. Reporter. 
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Tracheotomy wi Croup. By IIenbv Moon, M. D., M. R. C. 

P. L., Physician to the Sussex Oonnty Hospital. 

Croup (trachealia, tracheitis, or cynanche traehealis) is a 
disease of early life, and of sufficient frequency and severity 
to render it a subject of anxious interest ana study to all 
practising members of the profession. I do not think that 
we have any statistics of the history and duration of croup 
when left to the viemedicatrias natura alone — a wonderful 
power though it be, and one with which both physicians 
and surgeons must feel themselves to be but humble co- 
operators ; the power which cures a fever or an inflamed 
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iaag as sorely as it mends a broken bone or heals a wound. 
|>om oar present knowledge of the subj ect, however, most per- 
sons yho nave seen much of croup agree in this, that unless 
Ute disease be early recognised and promptly treated, a large 
proportion of children suffering from it uie, under every 
known system of therapeutics. It is no less true that croup, 
of all other grave diseases, is often the slowest to be recog- 
nised, the early symptoms being regarded by those who 
have the charge of children as a “ feverish cold,” and the 
real importance of the hoarseness, reedy breathing, and the 
occasional ringing congh, is altogether overlooked for some 
considerable time. 

: Js there so method of lessening the mortality in cronp ? 
leave long believed that, next in valne .to an early appre- 
ciation and the prompt use of fitting remedies at the onset, 
tracheotomy ekufv&y performed, and at the rioht time, is a 
means calculated to save many lives. The right time can- 
not certainly be determined hy days or hours, tor the disease 
sometimes runs a very rapid course, though usually its dura- 
tion ranges from four to ten days ; neither should it be left 
as a last resource, when death from asphyxia appears immi- 
nent, and the patient is exhausted from long and fruitless 
struggles to aerate the lungs, the latter becoming highly con- 
gested^ inflamed, or (edematous. The antemortem deposits 
of fibrine, too, sometimes found after death in the right au- 


ricle and ventricle of the, heart, judging from the analogy of 
ethef, instances of fibrinous dots m the cavities of that organ, 
may mean nothing more than that the patient died a linger- 
ing death, with las blood poisoned and his circulation and 
respiration impeded. In v the worst and most unpromising 
conditions of the disease, however, if tracheotomy fail to 
say^li^ (end nothing else is so likely even then to succeed,) 
afford .great temporary relief ; and death from the 
eujfr making of asthenia nears no comparison in point of suf- 
fanae iyith that which results from gradual suffocation, 
frlffeanayer. therefore, some signs of amelioration do .not 
p^par. the steady use of the remedies employed for croup, 
ihejpowsrs of the patjeat becoming lees strong) and the pre- 
dominant symptoms are those of asphyxia, whether it be op 
|t • third, fourth, or sixths day of the disease, this 'm 
iafl^appar period for the operation of tracheotomy- 
u^yinow venture to copy from my motes the following 
W H HiUfo frpftlth'pf JuJy last, *- F— , aged six years, a 


Digitized by Google 



166 


Selections. 


fine, flbrid, well-nourished boy, lay on itat 1 graBB. in tbo 
evening he complained of hoarseness, AVheezing, and Cough. 
On the 28th, 29th, and 80th the symptoms did hot abate, al 1 
ways increasing in severity at night. On the 31st the cough 
became more harsh, crowing, and ringing in character. The 
little fellow was ferverish, thirsty, and lost - his appetite for 
food. ’ 

Aug. 1st.— E: F was brought home from the country 

to Brighton in the evening^ and when I saw hita sobn after- 
wards, his skin was dry and’hot his pulse hard and! quick : 
he was feverish and'thwsty ; the act of inspiration prolonged, 
accompanied with a reedy piping noise, and an occasiopal 
brassy cough, the physical sighs of pneumonia or bronchitis 
being absent,' the chest resbuant. Severe paroxysms of dif- 
ficulty of breathing had : occurred during his jdumhy. He 
was covered with a flahnel gown,' placed in bed in a warm 
room, the atmosphere of which was' rendered ‘moist by a 
free generation of steam ; frill eroptfc doses of 1 antimony and 
ipecacuanha wines were administered, succeeded by a pur- 
gative of calomel and jalaps hot fomentations and poultices 
to the nfeck and throat ; a milk diet; and twenty minims of 
antimoriy wine, With teh minims of the tincture of ‘henbane, 
every hour. - ; ' •• - 

2d.— He slept sCUtldly at intervals during- the night; 1 His 
skin is less Hot and dry ; his puls4 sharp, birt not hard; ipid 
less quick; freh 'purging from the boWels ; and 7 he is al- 
together better and more comfortable; yet hip - breathing is 
reedy, and, eXertiOnor excitement, the conbtrieMoh'io breath- 
ing is increased, and the cough crcmpal and ringing, 

3d. — He passed : a restless and' sleepless night: 1 the breath- 
ing reedy and more laborious ; all the muscles of inspiration 
ire brought into action ; his chest heaves violently, dud the 
congh is crbupal, loud/ arid’ ringing 1 ; his skin hotter apdlesS 
moist, and the pulse sharp and qtfrck. Ipdideof potatsfom 
and senega substituted for antimony wine- and' henbanp — ‘ 
Afternoon The boy’s powers are pot so good ; the veiup of 
his'neCk injected his face flushed, swollen; and congested ; 
the eyeballs' prominent ; the lips livid ' and bine : the ohOst 
P6t quite so resdi^mt, and the breatb l sounds'iafc tne bahc of 
each luhg raxherpoarse. He is drowsy and‘'heavy,and the 
tendency to d®ath 'from asphyxia the ‘ proaritiifcnt Symptom, 
which no nliele drug dgferit can prevent; 1 but admission 

of- air into tht* hpjgs, before the powers hre* farther exhausted; 
is what nature claims, and it is likewise the suggestion of 
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experience and common sense. At half-past five P. M. tra- 
cheotomy was most ablv performed (under chloroform) by 
my friend Mr. Nathaniel Blakers, the house-surgeon of the 
Sussex County Hospital, to whom I am much indebted for 
his very valuable assistance during the after-treatment. 
Chloroform did not increase the difficulty of breathing ; on 
the contrary, it allayed spasm in the muscles of the larynx. 
The first insertion of the canula gave rise to some spasm and 
distress, but after a short time tho breathing was tranquil 
and the boy much relieved. He takes freely of milk in 
small quantities. 

4th. — He sleeps soundly, and breathes freely and quietly 
through the tube ; he has frequent fits of coughing, and 
much mucus escapes by the canula. In the afternoon his 
powers flagged a little, he was restless, and the pulse quick- 
ened and was jerking. In addition to the free supply of 
milk, an ounce of beet-juice, and egg, and fifteen minims of 
ladanom was thrown into the rectum, to be repeated night 
and morning; the inner canula to be changed twice a day 
and cleansed. 

5th. — Improved in every way. He slept well. Large 
pieces of a membranous substance were expelled through 
the tube by coughing in the night. 

6th. — He is cooler, moister, and doing well, and free from 
signs of pneumonia or bronchitis. 

7th. — The boy sleeps soundly, takes his milk eagerly, and 
amuses himself with his toys. 

8th. — The canula removed entirely from the wound in 
the trachea. 

9th. — He breathes well through the nostrils and mouth ; 
he eats light pudding, eggs, bread and milk, fish. 

12th.— -The wound in the trachea and integuments nearly 
healed ; his voice almost natural. 

Sept. 10th. — The cicatrix in the neck is small ; the child 
takes daily exercise out of doors, and is in every respect 
yrell in health. 

Whether in this instanoe the obstruction to the passage of 
air into the lungs were caused by inflammation and the form- 
ation of false membrane in the trachea, and spasm of the 
laryngeal muscles, or to inflammation of the mucous mem- 
brane of the larynx, glottis, and trachea, is of comparatively 
little moment. The condition threatning life wae asphyxia, 
and tracheotomy was the only remaining remedy. — London 
Lancet. 
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On the Preparation of Deodorized Tinctwre of Opium. By, 
Albert E. Ebert, 

Among the many new preparations incorporated in onr 
present codex, and exemplifying the progress of pharmaceu- 
tical science, none, perhaps, was greeted with more satisfac- 
tion by physician and apothecary than the deodorized tinc- 
ture of opium. Combining, in a liquid form, all of the nar- 
cotic properties of the drug, without the noxious, odorous 
and resinous principles, it is capable of producing the sopo- 
rific effects of opium without subsequent prostration of the 
nervous system. 

Notwithstanding the acknowledged advantages of the de- 
odorized tincture, it has not been so generally used as was 
expected, and this fact may be partially explained, at least, 
by considerations of cost. Its expensiveness is due, in great 
measure, to the waste of ether employed in the process of 
the deodorization, for, though the separated portion of this 
liquid may be rendered available for subsequent use by dis- 
tillation, this method of purification is not practicable with 
the majority of the pharmaciens, and without especial pre- 
caution it is attended with a risk greater than the value of 
the ether. These facts discourage the apothecary, and tend 
to place the preparation of the tincture solely in the hands 
of the wholesale manufacturer. With the view of regain- 
ing this ether without resort to distillation I made numerous 
experiments, and finally discovered a method by which the 
object may be accomplished at a trifling cost, and with little 
trouble. Upon the addition of a caustic alkali to the ethe- 
rial solution the odorous, fesinous, and coloring matters are 
nearly all withdrawn, and the ether to fitted for future use 
as a deodorizer. The process is as follows : Take of common 
caustic potassa one troyonnee ; place it in one pint of the 
ethereal solntion, and agitate occasionally for twenty ^four 
hours. Decant the ether, mix with four fluidounceb Of dis- 
tilled water, allow it to separate ; again renioVe the ether 
and keep it for further use. ' 

While engaged in the foregoing manipulations, I conceived 
the idea of substituting for the ether tfie light product, ob- 
tained in the rectification of petroleum, known as “ benzine.” 
A trial of this solvent Convinced me of its applicability, and 
after a series of carefully conducted experiments, I beeaane 
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convinced of ite decided superiority. Hie results of my in- 
vestigation, widi the attending advantages, may be stated 
as follows : — The odorous and resinous matters in the aq«» 
ons solution of opium are more completely removed by ben- 
zine, while the morphia is not dissolved to a greater extent 
than by the use of ether. 

Benzine does not extract codeia or narcotina; other re- 
moves the former partially, and the latter altogether, from 
the solution. A practical advantage in the nse of benzine 
is the facility with whioh it may be separated from tbs de- 
odorized solution. It is only necessary to powr the mixture 
on a moistened paper filter, when the Watery extract will 
rapidly pass, admixed with but a trace of benzine, which 
may be expelled by a comparatively sligbt application of 
heat. Economically considered, (its cost being but 1-26 that 
of ether) the advantage of using benzine is important, as 
its use may exert an influence On the general employment of 
deodorized tincture of opium. The following formula, in- 
volving the use of benzine, is nearly in the language of the 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Deodorized Tincture of Opium. 

Tike of Opium, dried, in moderately fine powder, 2£ troy- 
ounces; Benzine, ep. gr. *700 to ’730, (or of snob purity 
that, when dropped on white paper, and allowed to evapo- 
rate spontaneously, leave no stain ;) Alcohol, each half pint ; 
water a sufficient quantity. Macerate the opium with half 
a pint of water for twenty-four hours, and express ; then re- 
port the operation twice with the same quantity of watery 
mix the expressed liquids, and, having evaporated the mix- 
ture to four fluidotmees, shake it, when cold, in > a battle, to- 
peatedly, with the benzine ; allow it to Stand for about eight 
nouts, and separate; then pour the mixture on a paper fitter, 
previously moistened with water. When all the watery so- 
lution has passed, decant the benzine, and wash the filter 
with a small quantity of water, so as to avoid loss; evapo- 
rate the liquid by a gentle heat, until all traces of benzine 
have disappeared ; mix this with twenty fluidouncee of wa- 
ter, allow tne mixture to stand a few hours, and filter through 
paper; when the liquid has ceased to pass, add sufficient 
water through the filter to make the filtered liquid memstire 
a pint and a half; lastly, aid the alcohol, and mix them 
together. 
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i It has long been admitted that aqueous solutions of opium 
act more favorably on the system than those prepared with 
alcohol, or than the drug itself. It has also been observed 
that the narcotic power of the aqueous preparations is not 
in exact proportion to the drug represented, being somewhat 
less. How far this diminished sedative effect, and the increased 
pleasantness of action, is due to the absense of the psual 
quantity of narcotina, (which is but imperfectly abstracted 
from opium water) or to the removal of the odorous, re- 
sinous and fatty principles, has not, so far as I am aware, 
been satisfactorily determined. 

Deodorized tinetnre of opium, as before intiqaated, when 
made with ether, can contain but little narcotina, and only 
a portion of the codeia of the drug. 

A literal interpretation of the officinal name would indi- 
cate a faulty nomenclature ; for, beside being deprived of 
odor, at least one important alkaloid is, to a considerable 
extent, absent from the tincture. 

A deodorized preparation, more nearly representing the 
alkaloids of opium, and consequently, better deserving the 
officinal title, but which, for distinction, I will designate 
Purified Tinctwre of Opium, may be made .as follows: — 

The first step of the process being the preparation of de- 
odorized opium, which might prove a substitute for the ex- 
pensive article known as “ denarcotized opium.” 

Deodorized Opium. 

Take of opium, in moderately fine powder, 2^ troyouuces; 
Benzine, sp. gr. *700 to *730, a pint; macerate the opium 
with half a pint of benzine for twelve hours; separate the 
benzine by decantation, and repeat the operation again with 
the same quantity of benzine; then pour it on a paper filter, 
and when the liquid has ceased to pass, dry it by means of 
a gentle heat. 


Purified Tincture of Opium. 

Take of deodorized opium, the product from 2i troyounces 
of powdered opium; alcohol, water, each a pint; proceed 
as directed for preparing tincture of opium, IT. S. F. 

I suggest these new preparations with some hesitancy, and 
would not be understood as recommending untried substi- 
tutes for articles of ascertained value. 
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It is with the desire to farther elucidate the therapeutics 
of this valuable drug that I advance these ideas, hoping, at 
some future time, to be able to add some experimental 
results to these theoretical speculations . — American Journal 
ef Pharmacy. 


On the Mode of Manufacturing Sugar-Coated Pitts and 
Granules. By Henbt C. Archibald. (An Inaugural Es- 
say, presented to the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy.) 

The manufacture of sugar-coated pills and granules hav- 
ing of late become a source of great profit ana trade to the 
apothecary, the mode of manufacturing them being kept se- 
cret, and the views advanced by sonde of our leading phar- 
macuetists being wholly inadmissible in preparing them, I 
have, from long practical experience in their manufacture, 
determined to make it a subject for an essay. In order to 
make a pill that shall medicinally come up to the standard 
of the U. S. Pharmacopoeia in therapeutic effects, the great- 
est care requisite in their manufacture is in the selection of 
the drugs that enter into their composition ; for that purpose 
it is advisable, when you manufacture them largely, to ouy 
the crude drugs, and from them prepare extracts, powders, 
&c., so as to insure the reliability of the pills, and to keep 
up for them the reputation they so richly deserve if properly 
prepared. 11 

The first step in the process of manufacturing pills is es- 
k sentially as follows : Sufficient mass is made' up at one time 
to be capable of being divided' into 2060 pills, great care 
being observed to have it of sufficient hardness and tenacity 
to insure the pills after formation against indentation by 

S reesure and crumbling into irregular pieces ; after which 
( ie mess is 'foiled between two boards, tne upper with teeth 
ihserted for cutting the mass, the bottom one having a guage 
attached to the sides so as to regulate the sides to suit the 
mass to be sub-divided previous to rolling them out into 
pills, and, farther, to insure accuracy, each suh-djvided piece 
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of mass iseareftilly weighed oti w$lL bal«aaced<»ales, thereby 
preventing the possibility of any pill being larger than an- 
other. The pills are then out by machinery suited to the s 
of the pill, and as they are formed roll into large shallow 
trays filled with some inert powder, which acts not only as 
an absorbent of the moisture in the pill, but prevents them, 
while drying, from becoming irregular and losing their shape. 

I would state that the trays vary in size and are capable of 
holding from 7 to 20,000 pills when spread evenly over the 
surface. When filled, the trays are removed and kept in a 
heated room, the temperature of which is regulated as nearly 
as possible to from 80 to 90° F.; when of sufficient hard- 
ness they are separated from the powder by sifting, and a 
coating of a solution of warm gelatine is placed over them, 
to prevent their adhering together. After the gelatine has 
thoroughly fixed itself upon the pills, they are thrown into 
a large circular copper pan, suspended over a fire by means 
of chains attached to the ceiling, and a thick syrup, made in 
the proportion of 2 lb av. of sugar to % xii. of water, is 
added successfully with constant attention until dry, and so 
on until the pills assume a neat and regular appearance. 
The time it takes to coat pills properly varies much accord- 
ing to their nature ; those composed of resins which become 
soft by heat it takes a longer time, from the fact that you 
have to lower the temperature of the fire, and consequently 
a longer time is required to drive off the water in the syrup ; 
but, from experience, I can safely say that the average time 
consumed to coat properly a batch of 7,000 pills is from 9 
to 10 hours. As thus prepared the sugar crystallizes regu- 
larly upon thepill and presents to the eye not onlv a uniform 
but a smooth /appearance ; they are entirely soluble apd Will 
keep for an indefinite period without becoming hafd, and 
copsequently more or less insoluble in the gastric juices of 
the stomach. / 1 present herewith some compound cathartic 
pills, togethe^ with granules of morphia made and coated s 
by the above process, and have been on hand about four 
months. 

Granules are made upon the same principle, by indbrp6- 
rating the alkaloids or salts with some inert powder anq r gum 
arabic for its adhesiveness, and are dried and f cbated ip the 
same way. I oould still further enlarge upon the above pro- 
cess^ but my sole aim is to present in as brief a mangel: aS 
possible only the chief points in their mode of ipan^acturo, 
~Alneri<xmJournd of Pharmacy. 1 ' 
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Congestive fever. 


Otmgestivq Ifyeer. By James G> Harris, M. D., Wetumpka, 

Alabama. 

Before proceeding more particularly with the considera- 
tion of congestive fever, I beg leave to make the following 
•*planatory remarks. In a communication entitled, u An 
Enquiry into the Nature and Existence of Typhotd Fever 
in the couth, contained in the New Orleans Medical and 
8urgiccd Journal, Yo\. 0 May No., 1850, page 712,* 1 used 
the following language: ‘Regardless, therefore of the ob- 
jections that may be urged against the general application 
of the term congestive to the different varieties ei malarial 
fever, those most familiar with the history of their symp- 
toms will, we apprehend, readily admit that there is scarcely 
any grade, no matter how light, but that either at its com- 
mencement or some time during its progress, gives unmis- 
takable signs of a greater or less determination of blood to 
some particular tissue or organ than another ; that is broken 
balance of the circulation, continuing or reeurring at regular 
or irregular intervals, is known by those who have studied 
the phenomena of congestion to produce, or be accompanied 
with, either increased or decreased nervous action, attended 
m the part to which the accumulation takes place with swell- 
ing, pain, discoloration and heal; that, coincident with these, 1 
the essential elements of inflammation, we have also in- 
creased, diminished, altered or suspended secretion, attended 
with the softening of the mucous membrane, effusion and 
ulceration; and that these within themselves are sufficient, 
arid in our opinion do clearly indicate the nature and the 
name by whioh they should be known. To show that I am 
riot singular in this opinon, and that others have been in the 
habit of making similar admissions, and accounting in the 
same way for some of the symptoms and post-mortem appear- 
1 aneee, particularly in remittent fever, it is only necessary 
for me to direct the attention of my readers to the recorded" 
views of Mr. Twining, who observes ( Diseases of Bengal, 
chap. 5) that from the closest attention to clinical observa- 
tions, aB well as the resnlt of post-mortem examination, he 
* 'i i 1 - 

• In. »n interesting articU In the Memphis Modioal and Surgical Monthly, for June, 
1806, entitled “ Observations on Epidemic and Endemic Diseases,” by Langford P. Yan- 
deU, M. D.j we are informed (page 211—212) that typhoid fever in those portion of Ten- 
Masea with which he is fkmiUar, and where it heretofore prevailed, has within the last 
few yean entirely subsided. 
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is convinced that the remittent fevers of Bengal are invari- 
ably connected with local congestion, whieh often runs rapidly 
into inflammation, attended with much interstitial effusion. 
The seat of these local affections was found principally in 
the stomach, intestines, cellular structure about the duode- 
num, and at the root of the meso-colon, more especially 
where it passes across the spine; the principle disease being 
also often found in the spleen, liver, brain and lungs. Thus 
most clearly is shown, both from postmortem facts and clin- 
ical observations, that while the mucous membrane of the 
intestinal tube, in the remittent fever. of Bengal, is frequent- 
ly the seat of inflammation and effusion, all tne other organs 
of the body may in time take on a similar condition, and 
become foci of diseased action. Hence we would say arises 
the impropriety, from the occasional appearanceof on o post- 
mortem lesion (ulceration for instance of the glands of Peyer), 
of taking from a series of symptoms indicating and bearing 
the name of a clearly defined and well understood form of 
malarial fever, and hypothecating thereon a name, the very 
mention of which is calculated to mislead the practitioner, 
at least so far as treatment is concerned, into the most dan- 
gerous, not to say fatal, errors imaginable.” 

Again, in an essay on the climate and fevers of the South- 
Western, Southern Atlantic and Gulf States, reprinted from 
the Oot. and Dec. Numbers (1858)* of the New Orleans 
News and Hospital Gazette, I spoke of typhoid fever under 
the head of the continued stood of remittent fever; and in 
another unpublished part of the same Essay, of congestive 
fever, as the congestive stage of intermittent and remittent 
fevers. At the time of the appearance of the above essay, 
I contemplated, at no very distant day, the publication of 
a small volume upon the same subjects; and believed that 
this might contain some nosological reforms, tending to the 
introduction of a more rational and successful plan of treat- 
ing typhoid and congestive fevers, particularly the latter, 
that ought to be promulgated. Recent circumstances ren- 
dering it uncertain whether I shall be able to effect this pur- 
pose, I have been induced on the present occasion (inciden- 
tally however), to present for the consideration of my pro- 
fessional brethren certain of these supposed reforms. 

After a long and careful study of the causes, seats, symp- 


* This Essay the editor of Do Bov'* R*vie to for 1860 republished entire, to the June 
and July lumbers of that sterling periodical. 
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toms, anatomical characters and treatment of coflgestiveJfe- 
ver, I have been brought to the conclusion that probably 
the chief cause of the disagreement in opinion amongst 
medical writers upon the subject, is perhaps more the result 
of an appropriate phrase to express the true pathological 
condition present in the congestive stage of intermittent or 
remittent fever than anything else. As we all know there 
is present more or less congestion in every grade and va- 
riety of ague, and that it is the most prominent, if not the 
most dangerous symptom in the cold stage of an intermit- 
tent that terminates m death during the first, second or any 
other paroxysm, we are unable to perceive any good reason 
why the epithet congestive might not be very properly ap- 
plied to that condition of the system recognized and known 
amongst us by the familiar term of congestive chill. If the 
minds of our medical brethren could be brought rully to re- 
alize the truth, that a congestive chill is nothing more or less 
than a prolongation and perhaps deepening of the cold stage 
of the paroxysm of an intermittent, and that remittents du- 
ring their course sometimes fall into a stage, I think they 
would experience little itrouble in arriving at a correct un- 
derstanding of the true nature of congestive fever. 

In an essay on the distinctive character of congestive fe- 
ver, Dr. Silas Ames* denies its identity with the pernicious 
fever of Dr. Wood, on account of the want of uniformity 
in their postmortem lesions; and with the malignant inter- 
mittents and remittents of other writers, upon the ground 
that the latter preserve throughout their paroxysms the 
several (cold, hot and sweating) stages of a simple intermit- 
tent. Entertaining, as I do, the highest respect for the 
character and memory of Dr. Ames, it is really a source of 
no small regret to have to differ with him upon any subject, 
but more especially upon one in which his experience could 
not have been otherwise than ample; nevertheless I am, at 
least for the present, unwilling to admit that the absence of 
inflammation in any of the tissues or organs of the bodies 
of those who die in the first or second chill, or the presence 
daring life of some symptoms in the paroxysm of an inter- 
mittent or remittent fever that are absent m others, proves 
any non-identity whatever between them and congestive 
fever. 

* Xew Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, Vo), Nov., I860, page 800. 
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fllndar the head of congestive fever, Dr. 6. H. Diokson,+ 
while refusing to admit there is any variety of fevers to 
which this title is exclusively appropriate (in compliance 
with* what he considers custom among American writers, 
who thus designate a particular), describes a periodical form 
of intermittent and remittent fever. It is chiefly the latter 
variety which he thinks, if not identical with, at least to re- 
semble very much the malignant intermitten ts and remittents 
of the French and Italian writers.. Again, Dr. Drake 7, 
after describing simple and inflammatory intermittent fever, 
then comprehends the remaining varieties of this type, not 
referable to these two heads, in which the reaction and re- 
mission ere feeble and imperfect, and the regularity of the 
ether symptoms mingled or wanting under that of malig- 
nant intermittent. He also further informs us (page 114 — 
115) that in malignant remittent fever, there is not only 
present great congestion in the vena cava and its branches, 
but there also exists a broken balance in the circulation, and 
that the organs most oppressed become the seats of special 
irritation, and congestion. When these local inflammatory 
engorgements fail to produce reaction, as they sometimes do, 
we have present every element of danger and difficulty, to- 
gether with a concourse of symptoms of a highly adynamic 
and ataxic character, from whicn the patient will be recov- 
ered with difficulty. 

In some localities in the Southern and South-Western 
States, those in which during the summer and fall months 
malarial fevers of every grade and variety prevail, we oc- 
casionally meet, in the second or third paroxysm of remit- 
tent fever, with a weak, frequent and variable pulse, at- 
tended with increased gastric irritability, restlessness and 
thirst. These symptoms, generally denominated by medical 
writers malignant or pernicious, are really nothing more 
than the premonitory signs of an approaching cold stage, 
and the manifest result alone of congestion. In other cases 
die congestion falls more particularly on some one or more 
of the principle organs of the body, as the brain, lungs, 
liver, spleen, stomach or bowels, au<L is accompanied in 
every instance by the peculiar symptoms characteristic of 
hypereemia of these organs. These local determinations du- 

t Elements of Medicine, pages 258—9. 

t Principle Diseases, Ii it ViL N. America, VoL 2, page 71. 
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ring the course of the primary fever have been, I think, 
very erroneously described by medical writers as the coma- 
tose, soporose, thoracic and abdominal varieties of conges- 
tive fever. In other low, moist localities, where the long 
absorption of malaria has destroyed the vitality of the blood, 
tamed it black and rendered it incapable of stimulating the 
heart into reaction, the congestive stage is neither so mild 
or gradoal in its approach, the patient frequently dying in 
the first chill. These necrsetnial cases are very well de- 
scribed bv Dr. Lewis, in his “Medical History of Alabama 
by Dr. Hart, * of New Orleans, and others. We are in- 
formed by Dr. Forry, f that they are ushered in with a pro- 
longed sense of cold and universal collapse of the vital pow- 
ers, occurring in places and at times in which the endemic 
causes are intense and Concentrated; but as they are of 
rather rare occurrence and almost universally fatal, they can- 
not, I think, be viewed with propriety in any other li^ht 
than as aggravated cases of the congestive stage, in which 
the power of reaction is completely overwhelmed. 

From an examination of the preceding synoptical ex- 
tracts, it appears that, while some of the writers cited con- 
tend for a congestive fever, abnitio , others no less experi- 
enced deny its existence altogether, or describe a similar 
condition of the system under the name of malignant, inter- 
mittent, remittent, or pernicious fever. The want of respect, 
on the part of one of these writers, % for the congestive 
theory, tne advocates of which he derisively styles hydraulic 
or mechanical pathologists, no less than the difficulty experi- 
enced by some of the others in the transformation of a mere 
symptom into an idiopathic disease, is probably to some ex- 
tent, the cause of difference amongst them. Hence the classi- 
fication, by systematic writers upon congestive fevers, into 
the cerebral, thoracic and abdominal forms, with sometimes 
a subdivision of these into varieties. I feel constrained to 
main tain, upon the grounds just stated, that the original 
disease of which they are mere species, varieties and subdi- 
visions, is itself nothing more than a symptom, a stage of 
periodic fever, and should be described and treated as sneh. 

Treatment. — To. meet all the indications, this must be pre- 

* “Sew Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal.” Vol. IV. July, 1847, page 66. 

t Ferry's “ Climate of the United States,” page 987. 

X “Drake’s Principal Diseases, Interior Valley of N. America,” Vol. 1 1, page 114. 
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ventive in the chill and during the remission. In an attack 
of either intermittent or remittent fever, should any of the 
symptoms present themselves heretofore mentioned as pre- 
monitory of the approach of the congestive stage, we must 
endeavor to bring the system of our patient under the in- 
fluence of quinine and opium, before tne expected return of 
the next paroxysm. This may generally be aflected by the 
administration, every two or three hours, of from four to six 
grains of quinine, and half a grain of opium, or its equiva- 
lent of morphine, until from 20 to 30 grains of the former 
are taken. Sometimes, in combination with each dose of 
quinine and opium, we give from 3 to 5 grains of pulver- 
ized cayenne pepper, directing the patient at the same time 
to drink pretty freely of a tea of this article, and to apply 
a mustard poultice to the epigastrium. This course I nave 
generally found efficient to prevent the development of the 
congestive stage. Afterwards, if there is present much he- 
patic derangement, which is frequently the case, I give some 
three or tour pills (one every two hours), composed of two 
or three grains each of calomel and blue-mass, to be followed, 
if necessary, with oil ; and then complete the cure by giving, 
for two or three days longer, more quinine, gradually redu- 
cing the quantity each day. 

Dr. Horatio N. Morris and myself, in the fall of the year 
1835, in the case of a young gentleman at the “ Planters’ 
Hotel” in this city (Wetumpka), in the congestive stage of 
an intermittent fever, gave him, during the course of the 
afternoon, some eighty or ninety grains of quinine, with as 
much brandy ana opium as we thought prudent; at the 
same time applying mustard poultices to his spine, epigas- 
trium and extremities. Yet our patient gradually grew 
colder and weaker, and finally, before midnight expired. 
This case, together with several others that came under my 
observation within the next five or six years, in which large 
quantities of quinine, aided by the external application and 
internal administration of the most powerful stimulants, 
failed to produce the least reaction, led me, not only to 
doubt the curative powers of eighty or one hundred grains 
of quinine in this particular condition of the system, but 
to suspect this quantity might have had something to do in 
bringing about the fatal result. About this time, and when 
greatly discouraged in trying to fix upon some better plan 
of treating the congestive stage of fever, I received from 
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my friend Dr. W. O. Baldwin, of Montgomery, his es- 
say on the poisonous properties of the sulpnate of quinine. 
After a thorough study of this essay, a few rays of light 
began to illuminate the darkness by which 1 was surrounded, 
confirming my previous suspicions, and leading me irre- 
sistably to the conclusion that from twenty to thirty-six 
wains of pure quinine would produce that particular con- 
dition of tne system recognised by us all as quininism, a 
state of irritation and excitement;* that carried beyond this 
point, it would begin to display its sedative potters, and per- 
naps a little further, its poisonous properties. Ever since 
this time, now some eighteen or nineteen years ago, I have 
never doubted that large doses of this remedy in stages of 
depression (no matter wnat may be its action in other con- 
ditions of the system), would produce dangerous symptoms, 
if not death ; and consequently have discontinued its use in 
large doses, during the chill. The plan now pursued m the 
chill, is to apply immediately over the epigastric region a 
large blister* six by eight, or eight by ten inches, letting it 
remain on from eight to ten hours. If I have any fears, 
from the coldness and want of vitality in the skin, that the 
blister may not draw promptly, I endeavor to irritate the 
surface with mustard or the spts. of turpentine, taking care 
at the time of the application of the blister to moisten it 
well with the latter article. This done, I make use of the 
following: 

# — Quinine sulph., gr. xxxvi; 

Calomel, gr. xviii ; 

Opii, gr. iv ; 

Camphor, gr. vi ; 

Olei piper, nig., gut. xviii ; 

Confection, ros., q. s. M ; 

Ft. pil., xviii. 

One of these I give every two hours through the congestive 
stage, and continue them until the patient has passed beyond 
the period for the return of the next paroxysm ; which will 
be in from twenty-four to thirty-six hours, according to the 
type (tertian or double tertian) of the prevailing fevers of 
tne locality. During the remission, if the pills have not 
acted, give a little oil, or some other mild laxative; and then 
continue to treat the case, but rather carefully, as an ordinary 
intermittent or remittent fever. — N. O. Med. and Surg . Jour. 

* “ Dickson's Elements of Medicine," Revised Edition, page 262* 
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A Case of Compote Prolapsus of the JReoUwn % Operated upon 
ly “Smith's Method By J. W. Fbeeb, M. D., Prof. 

Physiology and Surgical Pathology, Rush Medical Col- 
lege, Chicago, III 

Cass. — Andrew S.. cst 32, American, presented himself in 
the fore part of April, 1866, under the following conditions, 
viz . : — a complete prolapsus of the rectum, which had ex- 
isted, according to his statement, about twenty years, or 
since his recollection. On placing himself in a sitting pos- 
ture, he was able to expel what seemed to be the entire rec- 
tum, leaving no sulcus between the margin of the an ns and 
mucous membrane. The size of the prolapsed gut was 10 
inches long and 20 inches in circumference, by measurement, 
around the middle. The mucous membrane, from long ex- 
posure, had taken on the cUticular formation— no ulceration 
existed, nor was there unusual vascularity. 

The bowels always protruded at the time of defecation, 
and had to be restored by the hand, followed, for a space of 
time, by intense tenesmus, pain in ihe' back, and irritability 
of the bladder. These painful symptoms were such that 
the evacuations were usually deferred Until the last moment, 
(sometimes “going a week or ten days without a passage, 5 *) 
and then had to be induced by catuartica, castor oil being 
his favorite remedy. Finally his condition was suchsa to 
totally incapacitate him for the ordinary affairs of life. 

My first impulse was to advise the man to go home and 
bear his ills as best he could, for I could not recall either 
authority or precedent for any operation which might prom- 
ise benefit, but that of Dupuytren’s — by removing v shaped 
folds from the verge of the anus, and ttfis in the almost total 
absence of the sphincter muscle, and in view of the enor- 
mous size of the prolapsus seemed quite hopeless* However, 
si the urgent solicitation of the patient, 1 finally consented 
to perform seme operation, having not, as yet, fully deter- 
mined in my own mind the method to be adopted. Subse- 
quently, I called into consultation my friend Dr. A* J. Bax- 
ter, who has had considerable experience in the use of 
Smith’s cbmp in the treatment of internal hemorrhoids — he 
being the first to introduce it into this city, some two years 
ago. The result of tbe conference was, that of adopting the 
following operation, viz .:— removing by the clamp and actual 
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cautery a series of longtitudinal folds extending from base 
to apex of the tumor. 

Operation . — April 30th, with the assistance of Drs. Bax- 
ter, Hunt, and Cole, the operation was performed as fol- 
lows:— The patient being placed semi-prone, the tumor fully 
protruded, and chloroform administered to a degree of an- 
esthesia, 1 removed vertical folds, extending the entire 
length of the tumor, to the number of nine, equally dis- 
tributed around the circumference of the cylinder. No un- 
toward symptoms followed; the sloughs separated on the 
third day, and were evacuated without fecal matter. On 
the fourth, a castor-oil emulsion was given, which caused a 
free movement, without pain or protrusion of the bowel, a 
circumstance which, he remarked, had not occurred for 
years. On the fifth day, he was going about the hotel, and 
on the seventh departed for home, by rail, a distance of 120 
miles. 

From thin time to the middle of September, there had 
been no retain of his infirmity. In his communications he 
averred that his health was restored, and, to quote his own 
language, “I consider myself cured, and have resumed my 
avocation” — that of farming. Unfortunately, about this 
time, he. was. seized with aeute dysintery, which resulted in 
a partial return of his farmer trouble. On the 28th of No- 
vember, he again presented himself for another operation, 
which, I may briefly state, was a repetition of the first, 
with the: exceptions of removing some pendulous folds from 
the verge of tne anus, and also two transverse folds inter- 
secting the longitudinal at right angles. 

In me first and last operations, there were some variations 
from Smith’s method ot removing, with scissors or bistoury, 
the included. folds of mnoous membrane before applying the 
cautery. Finding, after removing two folds by the above 
method, that some hemorrhage followed, I subsequently im- 
plied the cautery at once, leaving the eschar untouched. 
With this, modification, no bleeding followed. The cautery 
was applied so thoroughly that the tissues were completely 
charred. . < 

Present Condition. — March 4th, I received a letter, from 
which 1 quote the following paragraph I am enjoying 
excellent health, but it comes down a little on one side. 
If it gets any worse I will come in and have some more ta- 
ken o&”. 
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jRemarks . — So far as I have been able to ascertain, the 
case above related is tbe first of like magnitude that has 
been subjected to similar treatment, and, to the best of my 
knoweldge, in cases of this kind, we have no authority for 
any other operation than the removal of V shaped folds 
from the margin of the anus, but in severe cases, like the 
above, where all the tunics are involved in a state of extreme 
laxity and mobility, the sphincter muscle atrophied and 
nearly or quite functionless, this operation, as shown by ex- 
perience, usually terminates either in failure to give relief, 
or, if too much tissne have been removed, in one of the 
most deplorable of all conditions — stricture of the rectum. 

We do not propose to discuss the comparative merits of 
the clamp, ligature, and nitric acid in internal hemorrhoids 
and trifling cases of prolapsus recti ; these, as far as treat- 
ment may be concerned, having the least possible relation 
to conditions like the above. In these minor affections, 
either method is sufficiently successful — favorable results 
almost uniformly following. But where extensive ablation 
of mucous membrane is required, we believe the clamp pos- 
sesses the following advantages, viz .: — facility of execution, 
risk from hemorrhage avoided, and more speedy recovery — 
the time consumed not generally exceeding five to eight days. 

Ashton, in his invaluable work on the Rectum, toys : — “ In 
some cases, on account of age, debility, or other circurrv- 
stances, an operation cannot be performed.” Now, in his 
report of cases treated by himself, no mention is made of 
any other (comparatively speaking) than minor cases. There- 
fore, may we not safely conclude that he refers, in the above 
quotation, as much to certain local circumstances of the pro- 
lapse, such as volume, relaxed condition of the pelvic floor, 
ete., as to general conditions of the constitutiom i 

Gross, in his work on Surgery, speaks of a remarkable 
case of prolapse in the person of an adult Mitsissippian. 
He says: “the disease had troubled him for a long time, and 
the tumor was fully as large as the crown of an ordinary- 
sized hat.” He omits to make mention of the treatment 
or final result. In a general way, he recommends as treat- 
ment (in severe cases), “ the excision of some of the cutane- 
ous folds of the an-gluteal region.” By this operation, he 
says, “contraction of the anal orifice is hoped for, and will 
rarely disappoint expectation;” Again, 1 he speaks of hav- 
ing helped “ Prof. Richardson in such an operation, but al- 
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though it was well executed, no appreciable benefit resulted. 
Hie patient was a middle-aged woman, who had for years 
labored under an immense prolapsus of the lower gut, at 
tended with great and permanent relaxation of the integu- 
ments and muscles of the anus, which resisted every mode 
of treatment that could be devised.” 

Mr. Henry Smith says, in his article on Prolapsus, Helmed 
Surg., vol. iv., p. 197 : — “The object to be obtained is, to re- 
duce the redundancy or relaxation of the mucous membrane, 
to promote adhesion between the several tissues composing 
the bowel, and to brace up the anus sphi: 1 jr.” In his 
treatment “for severe cases” — notwithstanding he is the hero 
of the method by “the improved clamp ” — he recommends 
Hay’s operation, as modified by Dupuytren, or the ligature, 
respecting which, he says : — “ another mode of curing pro- 
lapsus, consists in the application of the ligature to portions 
of the prolapsed membrane. This plan is especially adapted 
to those cases where there is great laxity of the mucous 
membrane, and where the surrounding integument is not 
much involved,” but, as far as I know, he has never reported 
cases treated in this manner, where more than simple seg- 
ments of the gut were involved; we are therefore, war- 
ranted in the conclusion that he does not refer to cases like 
the one embraced in this report, for certainly, it would be a 
formidable proceeding to include in ligatures a superficies 
of mucous membrane equal in extent “to an ordinary hat 
crown.” 

Such, I believe, is a fair representation of the literature on 
this subject, up to the present time, and if we have, in 
Smith’s improved clamp, a safe and effectual means of at- 
tacking these “severe cases,” may we not congratulate our- 
selves upon having the means of removing another of the 
opprobrta from the fair escutcheon of surgicm science and art. 

The favorable termination, we venture to suggest, was 
due to two principal causes, viz.: — the reduction of the size 
of the prolapsus by the removal of tissue, and the induction 
of an extensive adhesive inflammation as a result of the 
cauterisation, the latter, doubtless, playing a more important 
part in the case than the former, and nm by the production 
of new connective tissue between the intestines and sur- 
rounding parts, in a manner inducing nature to replace the 
long-loBt natural supports of the organ. — Chicago Medical 
Journal. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 


ATLANTA MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

Since the opening of the present Coarse of Lectures, the 
6th instant, a material change, in the amount of teaching 
offered by the Institution, has been adopted by the Faculty. 

At the conclusion of the present regular session, about the 
first of September next, a course of Practical or Clinical 
Instruction, with daily examinations and six lectures a week, 
on the several fundamental branches of Medicine, will be 
commenced, and will continue until the next regular course, 
commencing the first of May, 1868. 

This additional labor will be assumed by the Faculty of 
the Institution. 

FACULTY. 

A. MEANS, M. D., Prof, of General and Medical Chemistry 
D. C. O’KEEFE, M. D., Prof, of Principles and Practice of 
Medicine. 

W. S. ARMSTRONG, M. D., Prof, of General and Special 
Anatomy. 

II. Y. M. MILLER, M. D., Prof, of Obstetrics and Diseases 
of W omen and Children. 

W. F. WESTMORELAND, M. D., Prof, of Principles and 
Practice of Surgery. 

EBEN HILLTER, M. D., Prof, of Physiology. 

J. G. WESTMORELAND, M. D., Prof, of Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics. 

G. L. JONES, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

One Annual Commencement for conferring degrees will 
bo held at the conclusion of each regular oourse of Ledtnree, 
about the first of September. 

Fees for the Regular Course, from May 1st, to Sept. 1st, $105. 
Matriculation, (required only once in the Institution) 
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Dissecting Ticket, .,10. 

Graduation Fee, 25. 

Fees for the Practical Coarse of 8 months, 15. 


In announcing to the medical profession and the public 
the above important modification of their course of instruc- 
tions, the Faculty of the Medical College deem it proper to 
assign some of the reasons which have prompted its adop- 
tion. 

The defects of the system of medical eduoation generally 
pursued in the United States, have been long felt and deplored 
by the profession. Attempts to remedy them have beep 
made at different times, by different medical schools, and 
valuable suggestions have been offered for improvement by 
individuals not connected in any way with the business of 
teaching: but from a variety of causes, these laudable at; 
tempts have failed; the useful and well meant suggestions 
have not been carried into practice; and, substantially, the' 
same system which was adopted a century ago is still par-, 
sued ; improved, it is true, by greater experience and pro- 
ficiency, and enriched by more valuable appliances, but, it 
is believed, without radical change. 

The imperfections of that system, becoming every year 
more apparent, consist mainly in the shortness of the time 
devoted to the acquisition of elementary principles, and the 
entire or partial want of opportunity to witness the practical 
application of them. A longer term of study and more ex- 
tended and, varied clinical observations are necessary to 
perfect the education of physicians, and to elevate the stand- , 
ing of the profession. , 

Under a different system of government, these objects 
nught be secured by legal requirement ; but in this country, 
■where each State assumes to regulate, or to learn without 
regulations, the subject of education within its own limits, ‘ 
* general law, which alone would be useful, is impracticable. 
Medical Colleges are so n numerous, and their interests sot con- 
flicting, that no one of them can successfully inaugurate the; , , 
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needed reformation : so that the only plan of securing 
greater perfections of medical education, which holds out 
reasonable hopes of success, is to offer the student increased 
facilities for the acquisition of knowledge ; to place within his 
reach, at small cost, ample opportunities to learn, thoroughly ? 
the theory and practice of every branch of his profession, 
and, by this appeal to honorable ambition and to his inter- 
est, induce him, by the longer prosecution of his studies, 
to avail himself to the utmost of these advantages. 

The instruction conveyed in the customary series of lec- 
tures, in many of the existing Medical Colleges, is as full 
and complete as genius and learning can make it, in the 
brief period devoted to it ; but such a map of facts, upon 
so many different subjects, is necessarily so crowded upon 
the attention of the student, as to leave him little time for 
the patient study of books, or practical anatomy, or for 
the more important investigation of disease as it actually 
occurs in the patient. It is proposed, in this institution, 
to retain all the advantages confessedly secured by the ordi- 
nary course of lectures of four months, devoting db much 
attention as that time will admit to practical anatomy; and 
ufiHzing, as far as possible, the extraordinary facilities for 
clinical instruction which this City affords. In addition to 
this curriculum, customary in all Medical Colleges, clinical 
lectures wiU be delivered daily, throughout the year, to all 
matriculants of the College; and daily recitations or ex- 
aminations, covering the entire course of study expected of 
them, conducted by the members of the Faculty who teach 
during the regular term, the subjects to which they respec- 
tively rdate. 

It will be perceived, that this plan virtually extends the 
period of instruction to twelve months. 

Attendance during the entire time will not be required 
as a condition of graduation. It is not proposed, in fact, at 
least for the present, to change the qualifications expected 
of candidates for the degree of Doctor of Medicine; but the 
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advantages of the scheme are so great and so apparent* that 
it is not doubted that a large number of students who aspire ' 
to distinction, and determine to derive success in their pro- 
fession, will voluntarily hasten to profit by them. The propo- 
sition invites to the pupil a long eourse of well directed 
study, enoouraged and stimulated by daily examinations, 
by experienced teachers in the preeenee of his associates. 
Aided by the specimens and preparations in the College 
Museum, (whieh in a short time he has not time to examine) 
and by abundant material, he may select the most conve- 
nient season and the most leisure hours for the complete 
and satisfactory study of practical anatomy ; while there will ■ 
be* daily, submitted to his inspection, specimens of every 
variety of disease, in every stage of progress, confirming 
the leeeons learned from his books, or which fall from the 
lips of his teachers. 

The 'Faculty have been led to the adoption of this plan of 
teaching by a conviction of its necessity and usefulness, as 
well as by the remarkable facilities which the city affords ' 
for its successful prosecution. Indeed, they would be recre- 
ant to their duty if they neglect to mark the advantages 
subservient to the cause of science and medical education. 

The population of Atlanta is now estimated at twenty- 
five thousand ; it is growing with wonderful rapidity, and, in ■ 
a few years, will be by far the largest city in the State, af- • 
fording, certainly, equal opportunities with any other city 6f 
the' same size for the cultivation of medical science. But 
from the peculiar circumstances of a large number of its 
inhabitants, it furnishes to the dinfaal lecture-room, and to 
the beds of its hospitals, more than the usual proportion of ' 
patients. From twenty to thirty of these present then^? 
selves every morning at the dispensary for examination and * 
relief, furnishing illustrative examples, during the year, of 7 
almost every form of disease that thp physician or surgeon ' 
will be lively to meet with in his foturapr aetiee, and amount- 
ing in the aggregdteite very -nearly ten thousand prescript 
tions per annum. 
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Independent, of the City Hospital, which hr more remote, 
there is in the College grounds a hospital averaging between 
one andtwohnndred patients, the inmates of which are not 
all drawn from the city, bat are sent here from many of. the 
surrounding counties for treatment of the graver forma Of 
surgical and other .diseases, and women who resort thither 
for shelter, and support during their confinement. 

Front these copious sources of supply, likely to become 
more abundant with each sncceeding year, the Faculty will . 
be able to illustrate the daily clinical lectures during the . 
entire winter course. Indeed, it rarely happens that there 
are not found in the hospital, or attending the dispensary 
instruction, examples of every stage of venerial disease, of . 
scrofula, of disease of the eye, of. uterine disease, and many 
others, sufficient to justify a series of lectures <m each of 
these specialities. 

The number and variety of surgical oases submitted to 
the inspection of the pupil, and the number of surgical 
operations performed in his presence, is proportionally 
greater. The surgical clinic is in fact richer, if not mere 
important, lhan the obstetrical or the medical, for the reason, 
that the patients are drawn from a wider area, and are gener- 
ally the subjects of graver injuries or of malignant diseases, 
demanding the highest operative skill fort their relief or 
removal 

With these abundant means at their disposal, and with the 
determination most efficiently to employ them, the Faculty 
confidently invite the cooperation of the. profession, in the 
attempt to make Atlanta; the ehief center of . medical: educa- 
tion! in ,thej Southern States.. The mildness of its climate, 
theealnbrity of itsatmostpheih, the purity of its water, and 
thb cheapness of. living, are important and well known ad- 
vantages, which, ' together with the superior opportunities, 
now offered for the acquisition of. professional knowledge, 
must commend ifci to .the, prrfalao is a most, snitsbleplaoe to 
begin m^prowenteahdtoamp^ajBedicaLediteatimii . 

.fiT ! 'I •' ' 
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The attention of the younger members ofthbproffession 
who may not have had time or opportunity during their 
hurried course to study disease at the bed side, is respectively 
and earnestly invited to the advantages presented by this 
prolonged clinical course, and by the profusion of material 
by which it will be enriched. Nowhere in America or in 
Europe, can a limited number of students find a better fi’dlfl 
or fairer opportunity to lay the foundation for further use- 
fulness and honorable distinction. 

To the graduates of this and oilier colleges, the. usual 
courtesies are most cordially tendered. 


We learn that the failure on the part of Dr. V. H. Talia- 
ferro, of Columbus, 6a., to deliver the Annual Address at 
the last meeting of the Medical Association of Georgia, was 
caused by severe and protracted illness ; and that his regrets 
at not being able to attend the meeting were much more 
profound than members’ who desired to hear his address* 

✓ ' ' 
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Pereira's Materia Medica and Therapeutics Edited , with 
numerous references to the United States Pharmacopoeia, 
and many other additions , by Horatio C. Wood, Jr., 
M. D. Published by Henry C. Lea, Philadelphia: 1866. 

In this Work We have an abridged edition* adapted to the 
use of students and physicians in America. While many 
things contained in the English editions are left out, ad- 
ditions comprising subjects more useful to us are made. In 
these alterations, however, we have the work reduced to the 
size and compromising those items which makes it suitable 
as a text-book for the student. 
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While the classification of remedies is > not each in our 
opinion is best suited to the Student of .Medicine, we know 
of no recent work on Materia Medica, to which the same 
objection does not obtain. 

, We are great admirers of the talent and research of the 
'great English teacher, and hail with pleasure the appearance 
of his great work in a form to make it suited to the Ameri- 
can Student of Medicine. 

v . We are also in receipt of the fifth American, from the 
fourth London edition of Headland, on the action of medi- 
cine. 

The subject of this work is an important one, and the 
manner in which it is treated makes the volume an impor- 
tant addition to the library of every physician. 

The manner in which certain changes are produced in the 
animal organism, by remedial agents, is so important to the 
understanding of rational medicine, that the absence of 
such knowledge [leaves the practitioner Without the pale of 
scientific medicine. 

We commend the book to those wishing a work on this 
subject. 

It is published by Lindsay and Blakiston, Philadelphia: 
1867. 

We have before ns the fifth edition revised, of the Art 
and Science of Obstetrics. Bv Charles D. Meigs K M. D., 
&c. Henry C. Lea, Philadelphia: 1867. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

It will be remembered that the American Medical Asso- 
ciation was to meet at Cincinnati on the 7th ult., and that a 
few days previously, the Convention ot Colleges was to take 
place. 

We give the following synopsis of the proceedings of the 
Association, from the Nashville Journal of Medicine and 
Surgery : 

This body held its 18th Anniversary in Cincinnati, com- 
mencing on Tuesday the 11th, and continuing its sessions four 

dayB. 
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The reports of the daily proceedings were very meager and 
full of errors, as published by the press of thaf city — scarcely a 
name was spelt right. The entertainments given to the profes- 
sion were on a magnificent scale, and lavished in a princely style. 
We have heard it said that they could not have cost less tnan 
one hundred thousand dollars. 

The accounts received of the proceedings are not sufficiently 
accurate to make up a satisfactory report. 

The Resolution of the Teachers’ Convention held a few days 
previous to the meeting of the Association, were unanimously 
adopted. 

Dr. Pickney read a lengthy report on Medical Rank in the 
Navy. 

Dr. Post read the annual report on Medical Literature. 

Dr. Walker, in the place of Dr. Ray, who was absent on ac- 
count of illness, read the report of the Committee on Insanity. 

A few other reports were made. 

The Majority of the Standing Committees failed to report. 

Professional and scientific subjects, when introduced, were 
referred to the various sections which the Association proposed 
to organize itself into each day. Of their doings we have as 
yet received no account, and apprehend that the papers, &c., 
offered to the Association, have been referred to the Committee 
on Publication, and subjected to their action alone, without dis- 
cussion or even having been read. 

The Resolutions of the Convention of Teachers of the Medi- 
cal Colleges, approved and adopted by the Association, were: — 

1st. Every student entering a Medical College must give evi- 
dence that he possesses a thorough knowledge of an English 
education, and understands Latin and Greek technical profes- 
sional terms. 

2d. Every medical student is required to study for four full 
years, including three annual courses of lectures. 

3d. Six calendar months must be the duration of a regular 
lecture term. 

4th. The Faculty shall be composed of not less than nine 
Professors, teaching Anatomy, Chemistry, Materia Medica, Toxi- 
cology, Pathology, Therapeutics, Physiology, Hygiene, Surgery, 
Medical Jurisprudence, Medical Ethics, Clinical Medicine and 
Surgery, Obstetrics, Diseases of women and children. These 
branches shall be divided into three groups or series, correspond- 
ing with the three courses of lectures. 

5th. Every Medical College should adopt some effectual 
method of ascertaining that students are in attendance ou the 
lectures. 

# There were twenty Colleges represented. The other institu- 
tions are to be called upon to take action on these resolutions. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



192 


Editorial and Miscellaneous. 


The following extracts from the St. Lonis Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal, give not a very flattering account of these proceed- 
ings: 

Dr. Davis, the father of the Association, arose; made a rather 
telling and vehement speech. He said that he expected nothing 
better for the Association; he expected the time to come when 
it would be invited nowhere 1 It had been badly conducted. 
There was too much eating and drinking and frolicking done. 
The expense of furnishing an this luxury was enough to frighten 
any city. He spoke of the great feast at St. Louis many years 
ago, in which some of the feasters became noisy and unruly. 
He said that very little had been done in the present meeting, 
either in full session or in sections. In short, the whole thing 
was rather a failure. So the Doctor introduced a resolution that 
the next meeting should be in the city of Washington, whither 
the Association had a right to go without an invitation. 
This is about all that need be said about the last meeting of the 
Association. 

We understood that there was an excursion to Long worth’s 
wine cellars after the adjournment. Let us see — yes, we have 
omitted one thing. Dr. Gross reported on Medical Education, 
and recommend three sessions instead of two, and six months 
instead of four or five per session, as necessary preliminaries to 
graduation. There was something else in the report about re- 
quiring mathematics. The whole was voted for without debate 
by some three or four hundred men, who had certainly devoted 
to it very little thought. The idea seemed to be that even the 
proposer of the great reform regarded it impracticable, and 
that the action of the Convention pro or con was and would be 
a nullity, and that therefore it was just as well to 44 let it slide” 
#ub silentio. We have no hesitation in saying, that we do not 
think the American Medical Association has done much for 
science or the elevation of the profession. The meetings look 
like 44 child’s play,” or a great annual frolic, which is rather un* 
becoming a grave and learned profession. It is pleasant, to be 
sure, to meet our professional brethren and friends, but the 
thing is too public ; the festivities are too big and too often ; 
the crown is too great, and we can not avoid the suspicion that 
the public is rather laughing at us 44 in its sleeve. Medical 
congresses, properly conducted, would be of vast service ; but 
the number of delegates should be limited. The sessions should 
last for weeks, and men of ability should discuss the great ques- 
tions of science to exhaustion, if possible. A volume of such 
discussions would be more sought after, we opine, than the 
44 Transactions ” of the American Medical Association. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE I. 

Case of Instrumental Labor , with Puerperal Convulsions. 

Beneficial effects of the Hypodermic Syringe. By Y. H. 

Taliaferro, M. D., Columbus, Ga. 

Some months sinoe, I was called to see a young woman in 
labor with her first child. Upon my arrival, about 6 o’clock 
A. M., I found her suffering from the most violent and pro- 
tracted convulsions. I learned from the old midwife in at- 
tendance, that the convulsions had existed almost simultane- 
ously with the commencement of labor, some six or eight 
hours previous, up to the present time, recuring with great 
rapidity and violence, and at no time in the short intervals 
of the convulsions, giving the least evidence of conscience' 
ness. 

An examination per vaginum, revealed a vertex presen- 
tation — the head well impacted in the superior strait. 

From the alarming condition of this woman, together 
with the length of time her convulsions had existed, I could 
certainly give bat little encouragement as to her recovery. I 
immediately commenced the administration of chloroform, 
with which to control completely, the convulsions. 1 had in the 
mean time sent for my friend, Dr. M. J. Moses, with tho re- 
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quest that he bring with him some obstetrical forceps; feel- 
ing convinced that the only hope for the mother’s safety 
lay in a speedy delivery. Upon the Doctor’s arrival, the 
convulsions still not having been controlled, Be suggested 
bleeding from the arm, to which I readily assented. She 
was therefore at once bled, and with the most satisfactory 
result; the convulsions afterwards being easily controlled 
by the moderate use of chloroform. The forceps were now 
applied, and after continued and persevering efforts for more 
than an hour, but little progress had been made towards 
delivery. The operation of craniotomy was now determined 
upon, as giving the only remaining chance for the mother. 
Instruments for the purpose were accordingly sent for, they 
being close at hand, but fortunately before their arrival, the 
head was moved perceptibly from its firmly impacted po- 
sition. Being Jnow more encouraged that delivery would 
soon be effected with the forceps and loath to perform the ope- 
ration of craniotomy, our efforts with the forceps were con- 
tinued for more than an hour longer, when an unusually large 
child ‘was delivered “ still born.” Near three hours had 
been consumed from the time of the application of the for- 
ceps to the period of delivery. From the long continued 
pressure upon the child’s head, but little hope could be en- 
tertained for its resuscitation. Dr. Moses finally succeeded 
by means of artificial respiration, in restoring life to the ap- 
parently dead child, and in a little while it was crying as 
lustily, and doing as well as infants born under more favorar 
ble circumstances. 

The placenta was now delivered, and the uterus left well 
contracted. 

Our patient at this time, was certainly in a most alarming 
condition from profound coma and great prostration. 

We now administered gr. i sulphate morphia, by hypo- 
dermic injection , and the patient left until the following eve- 
ning, when the same operation was repeated. On the follow, 
ing morning the patient was found in much the same con 
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dition, save some little improvement in the pulse and respi- 
ration. The hypodermic injections were repeated as on the 
previous day — morning and evening. In the afternoon of 
the third day, the morphia having been suspended, the wo- 
man aroused, sat up in bed and spoke to her attendants. 
For some time she oonld not be made to believe that she 
had been delivered, and that the fine healthy looking infant 
was her own. 

From this time no untoward symptom presented itself, 
and recovery to perfect strength and health was more rapid, 
even, than is usual with women who have undergone the 
most natural and easy labor. 

I consider the recovery of this woman, mainly dne to the 
hypodermic administration of the sulph. morphia, whereby 
a sufficient narcotism was induced immediately following 
delivery, and kept up until re-action had quietly and firmly es- 
tablished itself, avoiding thereby the violent re-action which 
would in all reasonable probability have ensued, and resulted 
in the most active inflammation, establishing itself, most 
likely, in the peritonium, the uterus, or, indeed both. 


ARTICLE II. 

A Singular Case of Malformation. By J. M. Johnson, M. 
D., of Atlanta, Qa. 

On the 2d day .of June, 1867, 1 was called to visit the 
infont son ofa . most respeQtable gentleman of this city. 
The child was three days old, having been born on the 30th 
day of May. ' The meconium had not passed away ; castor 
oil had been administered once, and after the lapse of a 
short time ejected. The vomiting continued at intervals; 
the matter thrown up was of a stercoraceous character. 
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This bad been the case for twelve hours before I was called to 
see the patient. It had passed a drop or two of urine on 
the second day ; and at my first visit on the third day, and 
whilst examining it, a few drops more escaped. I ordered a 
warm bath and an enema.: both were administered. In an 
hour the father came with the information that the fluid 
used as an injective could not be made to ascend the bowel, 
and without the least volition on the part of the child, 
returned. 

I went again, and upon introducing a bogie, found that 
it only passed three-fourths of an inch. I then introduced 
the little finger of my left hand, and found the rcctam dosed. 
Upon examining the abdomen I found a tumor as large as a 
hen’s egg, over the region of the segmoid flexure, attended 
with considerable discoloration of the skin, and some hard- 
ness. I requested Dr. W. F. Westmoreland, Prof. Surgery 
in Atlanta Medical College, to sec the patient with me. 
He made a most searching examination, the result of which 
wasjthat there was no reetura: even the radimental dements 
were wanting. The bladder eould bo felt easily enough, and 
as it lay in the track where the rectum should have been 
found, was at first mistaken for this gut. It was clearly de- 
monstrated that there was an absence of rectum with con- 
cervation of anus, and consequently two cul-de-sacs, one of 
the anns, and the other of the Colon at the segmoid flex- 
ure. Let it be borne in mind, that the bladder coaid not 
be felt above aud|under the symphysis, notwithstanding three 
days had elapsed without the passage of more than a tea- 
spoonfull of urine. The pelvic basin seemed to be free from 
any unnatural fullness, suek as would have been the case 
if the bladder bad held its normal place, 1 and contained the 
accmnnlallions of three days. 

After this most mature and thorough investigation of the 
case, we declined to operate at that time. The diagnosis 
was anal oul-de-eac, with absence of rectum * y a tumor in 
the left iliac, caused by the accumulated fcoee, and most 
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probably a cul-dc-sae of the colon, presenting the apperance 
of infl a mm ation ; the vomiting continued, of green matter; 
the extremities cold ; no pulte at the wrist. To operate we 
mnst pass a trocar from the aans to the tamor, a distance of 
more than three inches, with the bladder in the track, and 
liable to- he Wounded ; bat this danger passed, and the sac 
reached, could we expect to keep.lhe opening of the disten- 
ded bowel in contact with that made by the troear i and if 
we could, would not inflammation be excited by the pres- 
ence and extravasation of the. feces in their decent to find 
an ontlet? and, finally, would not the inflammation thus 
aroused dose op the opening? Snob a multitude of diffi- 
culties indneed ns to dismiss all idea of an operation. Gross, 
Ndaten, and Petit, all discourage it, and there is not an in- 
stance of a soeeesafull termination on record of each cases. 

On the 5th day two circumstances occurred : the tumor 
over the segnoid disappeared, and the child passed mine 
freely, and continued to do so up to the tenth day, when it 
died. 

Some delay occurred in making post-mortem, on acoount 
of the absence of Dr. Westmoreland. 

1 procured the assistance of Dr G. G. Crawford, and Dr. 
8. O. Word. At the reqdest of both, Dr. Word and My- 
self, Dr. Crawford took the kbife. Incisions were made on 
each side of the genitals, dividing the urethra in the middle ; 
the parts Were hooked up out of the way ; pubis divided ; 
anus and sphincters dissected, disclosing cul-de-sac as above 
stated, three-fourths of an inch deep; half an inch above 
was found the rounded end of the colon roach distended, 
with meconiam and gasses, and the fundus of the bladder 
attached by cellular membrane to it. The conviction is 
fixed in my mind that the Madder occupied the track of the 
rwetwn, and by the decent of th# colon into the pelvis, the 
the bladder was restored to its normal position) and the 
urine was passed without) difficulty after the fifth day. It 
will he remembered, that on the filth day the tumor disap- 
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peared from the left flank, and pari-passu with this; the 
urine was freely discharged ; the child also became calm, as 
if nothing was the matter, and remained so for two days. 
This theory is the more plausible, in view of the fact, that 
the track of the rectnm was sufficiently open to admit the 
colon, swelled to double its size, and in view of the further 
fact that no abnormal growth resembling horn ; no cord re- 
sembling the umbillical cord, as discribed by authors, with 
celular membrane extending in all directions, were found. 
In malformations of this kind, it is not an nnfrequent occur- 
rence, as we will presently show, to find an opening from the 
gut into the bladder, urethra, and uterns. Compensation is 
a law of nature, and although there was no opening into the 
bladder, it is plain that this organ occupied the place allot- 
ted by nature to the rectum, or some other economic dispo- 
sition would have been made of the cavity, which was not 
the case. * 

Boyer says this is an abnormal conformation, and the aid 
of art can save but a small number. 

Petit found a case according to this author, where the 
sphincters were perfect, and an occlusion occurred in the rec- 
tnm above the sphincters. He used the pharangetome, and 
had no difficulty in making the incision— the membrane of- 
fering little resistance, and the meconium was discharged. 
The child lived two months. This operation was made two 
days after birth. This operation to be sncceesfnl, he con- 
tinues, should be made early. 

Sometimes there is bo great a space between the deficient 
end of the rectum and the sae containing the meconium, that 
it would be difficult to reach, even when you had made the 
proper diagnosis. The opening is rarely large enough, and 
the feces are liable to re-accnmulate, and their retention 
cause the death of the child at last. (Memoir’s Academy of 
Surgery, page 250.) 

Engerron, (lb.) page 253, gives the case of a child which, 
four days after birth vomited up everything, and could not 
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pass the meconinm, although the external anus was well 
formed. He introduced a stilet, but finding a strong hard 
body, was obliged to use instead of the stilet, a triangular 
needle, which gavo issue to a great quantity of fecal matter : 
the excrements, however, accumulated again, and the child 
died at the rad of a month. Autopsy disclosed at the end 
of the rectum a species of knot, resembling the nmbillicus 
of an adult Sometimes the obstacles are of such a na- 
ture as to prevent the success of an operation. 

Trion gives the case of a female infant, of which the anus 
had a good conformation, but upon introducing the stilet, 
found resistance. The child died at the end of three days. 
Upon opening the cadaver, and the anus being dissected, 
it was found that above the length of the finger from the 
orifice, there was a membrane which opposed resistance. 
It was about ten lines in thickness, and about the consis- 
tence of horn. In cases like this, however well performed, 
the operation would not likely be successful. Usually, when 
the real difficulty is perceived, the opening is rarely made 
large enough, and he might have added, still more difficult 
to keep it so, owing to the presence of inflammation caused 
not only by the operation, bnt by constant contact of ir- 
ritating matter. 

Petit fbund a case of imperforate rectum, and an opera- 
tion failed to reach the meconium. About three hours after, 
a dark sack protruded transversely over the wound, and 
which, when opened, discharged the meconium. It proved 
to be a hernia of the bowel driven down by the strain, 
ing of the fehild ; after this the child was easy, bnt died in 
seven or eight days. 

The hernia was formed by the posterior part of the rectum. 
The portion of the rectum covered by the sphincters was 
entirely effaced, without a vestige or appearance of a cavity. 

Another case of the same kind was first operated on with 
the lancet, and afterwards with the trocar ; but the child 
died next day. (Petit.) 
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These operations, and a great many others like them, all 
show that there can be no snccess where the rectum is want- 
ing, or where it is malformed, and it wonld be proper to ab* 
8 tain from it, if the absence of the rectum can be known* 
Authors cite a great many cases where the rectum termi- 
nates in a cul-de-sac at the base of the sac ram, and even 
fails altogether, and asks, very properly, what is the nso 
of an operation under snch circumstances} (Petit.) 

Speaking' of the absence of rectum with coneervation of 
anus, N elaton says “ in these cases there are two oul-desacs of 
greater or less depth, the cnl-dersac anal and the cul-de-sac 
rectal. Between these two cul-de-sacs is found not a new 
membrane as in simple imperforation, but an interval more or 
less considerable, filled by tissues of an aspect and consis- 
tence, variable, closing np at times a cord, hard and impene- 
trable, tho last vestige of intestine. In some eaaes it is 
filled by cellular tissue altogether, that found in inter-organic 
spaces. (Petit.) A case is mentioned by Monsieur Jouvinal 
Delvin court, of a female child which had an anus well 
formed exteriorly, but closed at an inch high. Several in- 
cisions or punctures were made, without success. The child 
died, and autopsy demonstrated that. the segmoid i iliac termi- 
nated by a pocket at the point of tho sacro-vertchral angle, 
and was fixed to the superior part of the sacratn ; tho inter- 
val from the base of this pocket to the depression of the 
anus was supplied by cellular tissue, and by a fold (JBaUie) 
of the vagina. Monsieur Bordinet has seen a case in which 
the anus is well formed, terminate at one oeutunetre. He 
deferred the operation until the third day; the little finger 
introduced into the anus, detected neither softness nor fluctua- 
tion. A pointed history was passed to the depth of one and 
a half centimetres, which did not open the rectum* Four 
days after, two new punctures, which penetrated three centi- 
metres above the cul-de-sac, were made with a like result. 
Death occurred on the 20th day. 

The autopsy showed the cul-de-sac anal profound to the 
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depth of one centimetre. That it was attached by a cord to 
the rectum full one and a half centimetres in length, and 
the intestine terminated above the cord, by a cul-de-sac regu- 
larly rounded. The dilation was such, that this part of the 
intestine filled exactly all the cavity of the pelvis. 

Our own great Author, Dr. Gross, speaking of the de- 
formity we are now considering, says : “ In rare eases, the 
absent canal is represented by a flbro-ligamentons cord at- 
tached to the colon, and ascending along the sacram towards 
the neck of the bladder, where it is lost in thfe cellular sub- 
stance.” Again, “ an operation similar to the one just dc~ 
scribed, may be performed when the rectum is absent, al- 
though with hardly any possibility of a successful issue, for 
even supposing that the cause eould be reached, the child 
would be likely to perish from peritoneal inflammation, in- 
duced either by the incision of the intestine, or by the ex- 
travasation of fical matter.” Dr. Grose justifies the opera- 
tion only on the ground that there is no other means of re- 
lief, although not an instance of euro can be fbnnd upon' 
record. 

Capt. McDaniel of this city, 'relates, as coming within his 
own knowledge, a. very curious circumstance, which can be 
verified by a number of witnesses. He says that Mr. John 
E. Gadsey, of Franklin, Williamson County, Tennessee, 
eighteen miles South of Nashville, raised a male hog to be 
eighteen months old, with imperforate apqs. The. animal 
was always fat, and in. every particular properly developed.. 
After retaining his food for a certain length of time, feeding 
as other hogs, vomiting would ensue,. and . then with an ap- 
petite as keen as ever, go to his meals again- He was killed 
at the Age of eighteen months, and to all appearances was 
in perfect health and thoroughly fat. 
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article III. 

Saururua Cemuus. By D. L. Phases, A. M-, M. J>., of 
Newtonia, Mi. 

This plant Las a perennial rhizoma about three lines in 
diameter, one to three feet long, creeping horizontally an inch 
or two beneath the surface of the earth, jointed, white, ten- 
der, flexible; the internodes two. to six inobes long; annual 
stems nearly as thick as the rhlzoma, one or two feet high, 
erect, jointed with long internodes ; leaves alternate, petioled, 
with sheathing stipules, eordate-ovate, oblong-ovate, acumi- 
nate ; spikes white, terminal, three to six inohes long, nod- 
ding at apex; flowers without calyx, or corolla, white, nu- 
merous, each from the axil of a small bract, appearing in 
May; stamens four to eight, with long club-shaped filaments; 
fruit somewhat fleshy, composed of three or four partly uni- 
ted one or two seeded corpels, pointed with as mapy stigmas. 

The plant grows in fresh water marshes throughont the 
Sonthern United States. The whole plant is medicinal and 
has a rather offensive, heavy, slightly aromatic odor and 
taste. It is lenitive, antispasmodic; sedative, slightly astrin- 
gent. It has been much nsed in some parts of the country 
in regular as well as domestic practice, as a soothing, dis- 
cntient cataplasm. It has been highly and specially recom- 
mended as a remedy to ally pain, and prevent suppuration 
in mammary inflammation. In these affections I have never 
employed it; yet I donbt not its value as a cataplasm. 

But for ten or twelve years I have employed it very ex- 
tensively, and with most satisfactory results in the treatment 
of irritations and inflammations of the kidneys, bladder, 
prostate gland, urethra and epididymis. It is specially indi- 
cated in all cases attended with strangury, or ardorurinse ; 
and when freely exhibited in warm infusion, very promptly 
removes the unpleasant symptoms. It is a valuable pallia- 
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five in gonorrhoea and*chordee; and a good vehicle for, and 
adjuvant to other remedies addressed to the genital urinary 
organs. It is not offensive to the stomach, and consequently 
is rarely rejected, even, when that organ is in an irritable 
condition ; it tends rather (o allay the irritation. 

I would venture the suggestion, that this plant might be 
advantageously employed in treating some affections of the 
vagina,* uterus and ovaries, both constitutionally, and in the 
former two locally. I think it might be used aflSo benefici- 
ally in certain conditions of the nasal passages, fances, tra- 
chea, bronchia, &c. 

In some parts of the country where I have introduced its 
use, it has become so popular, that whole plantations of it 
have been exhausted. A strong, hot infusion of the plant, 
crushed, whether dry or recent, is made. Of this, the pa- 
tient may take from one to four ounces, every quarter or 
half hour; or only three or four times a day, according to 
the urgency of the symptoms or particular object had in 
view in its exhibition. It may often be substituted for bm 
chu or uva ursi leaves, and in many cases, is much superior 
to either. 


ARTICLE IT. 

Cases of Induration in the Corpus- Cavemomm. By H. V. 
M. Miller, M. I)., Prof, of Obstetrics in Atlanta Medical 
College. 

Subjoined is a brief account of three cases of an interest- 
ing lesion of the corpfflB*oavernosum. > 

It is probably of rare occurrence, since these are the only 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


304 Original Communications. 

cases which the writer has observed in many years of .prac- 
tice, Books, it is believed, contain no information in re- 
gard to it; and none of the medical men to whom it has 
been mentioned remember to have noticed it. 

A gentleman greatly distinguished as a jurist and a wit, 
complained of some alteration of the structure of his penis, 
which he feared and was advised might be incipient cancer. 
Upon examination, a small induration could be felt on the 
dorsum of the penis imbedded in the substance of the corpus- 
cavernosum. The induration, when compressed with the 
finger, appeared to be about an inch in length, and of half 
that breadth; there was no elevation of the surface; the 
skin movod freely over the indurated part; there was no in* 
crease of heat and no tenderness when the organ was flaccid ; 
but the erections were more or less painful, as they were 
more or less complete, and always accompanied by an up- 
ward .curvature of the organ. It was bent in the opposite 
direction to what takes place in chordee, and at a sharper 
angle, and to such an extent as seriously tp interfere with 
copulation. The gentleman was more than sixty years old, 
had not had gonorrhoea at any period of his life, and thong b 
at that time a widower, had lived forty years in wedlock, 
and could not remember that he had received any local in- 
jury of the part There was no reason to suppose that the 
induration was malignant; but in view of the age of the pa- 
tient, it was thought more probable that the erectile tissne, of 
which the corpns-cavernosum in part consists, bad so lost its 
contractility, that the accumulated blood on which the erec- 
tion depends, had not been properly expelled from the caver- 
nous cells in which it had been effused when the orgasm had 
subsided. This being repeated from time to time, the fibrine 
of the blood had finally coagulated, become organized, and 
glued* together some of the cells, thns rendering that por- 
tion of the organ incapable of distention, and consequently 
of participation in the erection, so that when the unaffected 
cells became filled with blood, there was necessarily curvature 
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upwards, as it occurs in the opposite direction in ehordec. 
The difference between the two conditions being, that in the 
latter the effusion occurs in the corpus Bpungioeum, and is 
the result of acute inflammation, while in the former a dif- 
ferent structure was affected without preceding inflamma- 
tory action, or, if any, of a chronic character. Acting upon 
this hypothesis, tincture of iodine was penciled upon the pe- 
nis, alterative doses of mercury given for a few weeks, fol- 
lowed by iodide of potassium for several months, in the 
hope that the effused fibrine might be dissolved and absorbed, 
and the discussion of the induration thus secured. Hap- 
pily, these results followed: the tumor became gradually 
smaller, and the curvature on erection less noticeable. 

The gentleman subsequently married, and nothing more 
was heard of the case. 

The second example occurred in a man also advanced in 
life, probably sixty years old, many years married, but 
boasting no perfect fidelity to the nuptial vow. Onee or 
twice in his life he had contracted gonorrhoea, but not within 
the last ten years. 

The induration in his case wa9 situated about midway be- 
tween the symphysis of the pnbis and the glans penis, bnt 
not centrally u^on the dorsum : it was confined to one lateral 
half of the penis ; the skin moved freely above it ; there was 
slight elevation of the surface; and it felt, when compressed, 
like a hard oval body about the size of a large filbert, im- 
bedded in the substance of the corpus-cavernosum. When 
erections came on, the curvature was not directly upwards, 
but more laterally, and, to a considerable extent, rendering 
copulation difficult and painful by the divergence of the 
organ from the right line, and also by the pain which oc- 
curred at the seat of the induration. He stated that some 
months previously, he had receivod a hurt or contusion on 
the organ, and that the point where the curvature oeeurred 
had been tender ever sincta, and still does not bear compres- 
sion without suffering. 
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This case differed from the first in its seat, in its supposed 
production by violence, and by the evidence of some exis- 
ting inflammatory action ; there seemed, however, no suffi- 
cient reason to conclude that there was any real pathological 
difference, so the same general treatment was recommended, 
preceding the use of the tincture of iedine by a blister 
along the dorsum, and after this had healed, the remedies 
employed were in both cases alike. The termination in this 
was not so favorable as in the first case. After three or four 
months assiduous use of the means recommended, the 
tenderness had disappeared ; there was no increase of effu- 
sion, but the hardness still remained* and the lateral upward 
curvature was as marked and annoying as before: The case 
at this period of its history was lost sight of. 

The third instance occurred in a gentleman fifty-three 
years old, and never married. He has frequently had gon- 
orrhoea, but not within several years of the time when he 
first noticed the tumors, as he called them, upon his penisu 
Upon examination, there was found about an inch from the 
symphysis, on the dorsum of the penis, a flattened indura- 
tion in the substance of the corpus-cavernosum, apparently 
about as large as a butter bean. At the distance of an inch 
behind the glans penis, another could be felt nearly of the 
same size, but seemingly confined to the left lateral half of 
the organ. , Jfo tenderness was felt in either of them : 
they gave no trouble whatever when the penis was flaccid; 
but as often as erections happened, more or less of tension 
and discomfort was experienced, but no great suffering. 
They were uot preceded by any injury that he remembered, 
and their formation had been accompanied by no inflamma- 
tory symptoms whatever. The distortion of the penis in 
erection was very remarkable : the portion of it nearest to 
the body was bent upwards as in the first case above de- 
scribed; but the anterior third at it was drawn quite to one 
side by a lateral curvature, giving to the entire organ quite 
an unusual and somewhat ridiculous contour. 
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If the opinions expressed above of the pathological anato- 
my of this lesion be correct, this peculiar shape of the penis in 
erection becomes quite intelligible : it could assume no other . 
Upon the correctness of these opinions, has been based what- 
ever of treatment has been attempted in these cases— appa- 
rently successful in the first, and but partially so in the second; 
though it is to be remembered that the means employed, had 
not been used sufficiently long to determine that they would 
not ultimately have succeeded. Fibrinous effusions in other 
parts of tho body where they become organized are of diffr 
cult solution, and it often requires many month’s use of any 
of the alteratives at our command, to secure this result. 
The third case is still undor treatment, and its termination 
of course, conjectural. 

It will be remarked, that all these patients were men ad- 
vanced in life, and in none of them could the metamorphosis 
of tissue be fairly attributed to existing or preceding vene- 
real disease, and in but one of them was any injury of the 
organ remembered, to which the growth could by possibility 
be attributed. When it is recollected how much more liable 
to injury this organ is in the young than in the old, and 
how common are attacks of venereal diseases at different pe- 
riods of life, and yet neither as the sequel of one or the 
other of them, has this peculiar lesion been remarked in a 
Binglc instance, we are led reasonably to conclude that it 
does not depend upon either for its formation. A review of 
the history of all three of the cases justifies the opinion 
formed upon the examination of the first of them. A 
knowledge of the structure of the organ, and its physiologi- 
cal action, raises the presumption, that such deposits are 
likely to occur only in tho aged, and though exceedingly 
rare in them, may be regarded as peculiar to that period of 
life. 

There is no good reason for mistake in the diagnosis of 
this injury. Still, in the first of the above cases, it was sus 
pected to be cancerous; in the second, it was actually treated 
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as a Btrictnro of the urethra, though, there was no diminu- 
tion of the oaliber of that opening, and not the slightest 
difficulty in voiding the urine ; in the third case it had been 
proposed to remove the induration with the knife, and this 
would probably have been done if there had happened to 
be but one of them on the organ. It is not easy to per- 
ceive how such an operation would be likely to restore the 
normal condition of the penis : the induration could doubt- 
less bo removed, and the wound would heal, but the possi- 
bility of perfect erection would at the same time be destroyed- 
As it is a disease not likely to terminate fatally, occurring 
late in life, and productive only of discomfort and annoyance, 
painful operative procedures, even if they promised success, 
ought not to be lightly undertaken. 
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Case of Hydrophobia. By Daniel T. Nelson, Prof, of 
Physiology and Histology. 

T. P. A., a bright, intelligent boy of 15 years, was bitten 
by the pet family dog on the morning of Nov. 27th, 1866. 
Hie dog had shown signs of illness for several days, was irri- 
table, was frequently biting his tail, which seemed covered 
with some kind of an eruption at its extremity, whether the 
cause or result of the biting, not known. Character of the 
eruption, whether vesicular or pustular, not known. Did 
not eat well, but took some food and drinks. Drank water 
the day he bit the patient. Did not froth at the mouth, or 
show any unusual symptoms except those mentioned, and 
these were not considered by the family of any consequence, 
as the dog had had three such attacks before — one during 
each of the three previous winters. The only noticeable 
feature of this attack was the time of its occurrence, earlier 
than usual in the season. The morning on which he bit the 
patient, he seemed better, and ate a cracker which he gave 
nim. It was while feeding him with this that he snapped 
at him, apparently without provocation, inflicted a crescent 
shaped wound an inch and a half long in the left cheek, ex- 
tending from the mouth, upwards and outwards, passing 
througn the whole substance of the cheek. From the pre- 
vious nistory of the dog, having had three attacks apparently 
in all respects similar, nothing was thought of tho wound at 
the time. It was simply washed and drawn together by ad- 
hesive straps, when it healed kindly. 

During the day, after biting the patient, the dog presented 
no different symptoms, though he was not allowed to enter 
the house on account of his conduct in the'morning. A few 
days after he was found dead, whether killed or not, not 
known. 

No further trouble of any kind was experienced by the 
patient from the wound until Tuesday, Feb. 26, 1867, when, 
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on coming in from play, snow balling, etc., he complained 
of “ not feeling well throat a little sare ; “ that he had 
taken cold headache. Slept pretty well ; sleep disturbed 
by dreams of fighting, etc. 

Wednesday , Feb. With. — Did not get up in the morning ; 
sleepy ; no appetite ; thirsty ; drank lemonade freely ; throat 
no better. 

A homoeopathic physician was called, who is said to have 
treated him tor diphtheria. About 12, midnight, began to 
complain of an uneasy feeling-— a pricking sensation — abont 
the cicatrix on the cheek. About the same time, also, slight 
convulsive movements were noticed in the voluntary mus- 
cles. Did not sleep. . ■ 

Thursday morning, Feb. 28 th. — Convulsive movemente 
more decided, and easily excited ; occur spontaneously every 
hour, increasing in severity and frequency during the morn- 
ing. Some difficulty in swallowing ; speaks rapidly and loud, 
(latter, perhaps, on account of slight deafness of mother.) 

February 28, 3 P. M. — I first saw the patient ; found him 
sane, but restless ; eyes rather wild and staring ; pupil some- 
what dilated ; tongue slightly furred ; protruded spasmodi- 
cally, and with difficulty ; respiration labored ; pulse quick ; 
sufficient strength; heart’s action accelerated; fluttering; 
face flushed ; countenance excited ; skin moist, natural ; ex- 
tremities extended, or moving spasmodically ; cannot speak 
on account of spasmodic action of laryngeal muscles ; com- 
plains of sense of suffocation in throat and chest ; want of 
sleep and thirst; water and all fluids immediately rejected 
by sudden and powerful contraction of muscles of throat 
and chest ; ice and all solids spasmodically seized by the 
mouth, and at length swallowed, but with difficulty. Any 
attempts at moving the body, swallowing fluids, or speaking, 
produce tetanic spasms of most of the voluntary muscles; 
opisthotonos, with strongest convulsions; bowels moved 
Tuesday ; urine passed. Thursday, P. M., 3 o’clock. 

Treatment, 3.15 P. M.— Atropine, gr. 1-25. 3.30 P. M. 
Applied ice bag to whole length of spine. 3.45 P. M. 
Feels better ; swallows solids, and breathes with less diffi- 
culty ; had infus. tobacco made, 3 iij- to Qj., and boiled to 
3 viij. 4 P. JC-— Atropine, gr. 1-50, infus. tobacco, 3 ij-j 
made into bolus, with common flour; swallowed without 
much difficulty ; ice as desired. 4.30 P. 2 £. — Convulsive 
movements again on the slightest exertion, but not so strong. 
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Atropine, gr. 1-50 ; loo restless to keep ice bag to spine ; pu- 
pils well from atropine ; delirium ; face more flushed and 
eyep injected; breathes easy, and talks freely; desires to 
leave the room. 5 P. M. — Infus.- tobacco 3 ss., in boluB ; 
vomited; ordered to be kept quiet 5.80 P. M . — Henry 
H. Lyman, M. D., called in counsel : delirium ; more quiet ; 
pupils well dilated ; pulse 130, and losing strength ; patient 
seems exhausted ; lies upon back, head thrown Lack (opliis- 
thotonos.) No change m plan of treatment deemed advisa- 
ble; no light or attendant allowed in the room; perfect 
Quiet enjoined. 7.30 P. M. — Atropine, gr. 1-50. 8.30 P. 
M. — Atropine, gr. 1-50. 9.30 P. M . — OL tobaci gtt. j., 

instead of infus. on bread pill. 10 P. M . — Failing rapidly ; 
respiration labored ; not conscious. 10.30 P. Af.-r-Opistho- 
tonos increasing, as also general convulsions; respiration 
more labored ; white, frothy mucus fills the mouth for the 
first time; saliva not noticeably increased or changed in 
character before ; chloroform given by inhalation ; muscles 
of chest relax, and respiration more easy ; general convul- 
sions also less marked. 

Kept sufficiently under its influence to quiet the tetanic 
spasms until death, 11.30 F. M. ; died very quietly. At 
11 F- M. the white mucus in the mouth became of a rusty 
hue. 

Remarks. — The history of this dog has suggested to my 
mind the following queries : — (1.) Had this dog had hydro- 

S hobia three times before, and recovered, not extending the 
isease by happening not to bite any one ? Or (2) was this 
a severe attack, proving fatal at last, (as it is not known but 
the dog died of the disease.) But he did not present many 
of the supposed symptoms of the disease ? Or (3) are there 
other diseases to which the canine race is liable, during the 
presence of which the bite of the animal will produce rabies 
m the human subject? 

Indications for Treatment J. — Without theorizing about the 
materia morbi, several indications for treatment are plainly 
presented. 1. To quiet the irritability of the nervous sys- 
tem, particularly of the cord. 2. To prevent reflex action. 
3. Support the strength. To meet the 1st, the infus. tobacco 
was given till the ol. tobaci could be procured, nicotina not 
being in this market. 

Tobacco in some form was suggested, from its seeming 
efficacy in tetanus, which also affects the cord., But how 
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shall we? say it acts ? Dotes it act dlrtefcfly upon the nervous 
tissue, paralysing it, without particularly affecting others. 
The ice bag was applied to the spine on the supposition that 
the cord was hypetsemic, from its excessive irritability, and 
in this way it was hoped the engorged vessels could be made 
to contract, and! thus the irritability reduced. If this be 
true, that the cord is in a hypersemic state, might not several 
other remedies be usted with success — drugs which are said 
to act upon thte muscular coat of the artenes — such as aco- 
nite, ergot, turpentine, and perhaps tr. chid, iron and elec- 
tricity — a strong current — and the bromide of potassium, 
recently recommended ? Does this act in the same way! 

Will some or any of these drugs act upon vessels in the 
cord, and not upon vessels elsewhere? 

But the second indication suggested was to prevent reflex 
action. On the authority of Dr,. Brown-Bequard, belladona 
in the form of its active principle, atropine, was used. And 
is its action really like tabacco, to produce paresis of nerv- 
ous tissue, acting upon both elements of that tissue, or does 
it act only upon the fibrous motion, rind thus prevent 'the 
conveyance of impressions ? With this in view, Dr. Brown- 
Sequard advises tne removal ofran inch or two of the nerve 
connecting the wound with the cord. The 3d indication 
was in this case toward its close, difficult to meet, all fluids 
being rejected by the mouth, and enemas were not tolerated 
till late, perhaps too late to be of service. Animal broths, 
and all nutritions and easily digested articles of food, would 
seem to be indicated, given by the mouth if we can, by the 
rectum if we must. — Chicago Medical Examiner. 


Ovariotomy. E!y S. Jackson* M. t)., Chicago, 111. 

Mrs. K., a native of Denmark, aged 23, married, states 
that when 13 years of age she had a severe attack of' rheu- 
matic fever, from which she gradually recovered \ at the age 
of 19 her mehses first made their appearance, but have sub- 
sequently been quite irregular. Three years ago she was 
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subject to hemoptyses. Within the past three years she has 
given birth to two children^-— the latter being born in Au- 
gust, 1866, — and notwithstanding that gestation as well as 
delivery was perfectly normal, yet both children died in less 
than a month after birth. % 

Shortly after the last confinement she became subject to 
more or less constant and severe pains about the right iliac 
region and loins, the pains extending down the right thigh ; 
sue describes these pains as of a “hearing down” nature. 
When I first saw her, which was in December, 1866, her 
general health was very much impaired so she could perform 
Her domestic duties only with great difficulty on account of 
the pains and weakness. My colleague, Dr. Larron, saw 
her with me at this time, and coincided in the opinion that 
the difficulty was one of ovarian dropsy ; the dullness in the 
right iliac region was circumscribed, and retained the loca- 
tion irrespective of the patient’s position. Examination per 
vaginam revealed descent of the womb, with considerable 
retroversion. There was no protrusion of the walls of the 
vagina, such as will be found in ascites; the* os uteri was en- 
larged, and its surface being excoriated with considerable ropy 
discharge from the mouth of the os. The uterine sound was 
easily introduced with its point turned backwards, and, by 
everting it, the fundus would be raised to its normal positon; 
but on withdrawing the sound it would immediately resume 
its former situation. Although skeptical as to its beneficial 
result,, I ordered diuretics consisting of infusion of digitalis 
and nitrate of potash internally, with tincture of iodine lo- 
cally, and free use of milk as nourishment. She was ordered 
to stay in bed, use cold hip baths and cold injections into 
the vagina. She was also ordered & mixture of sulphate of 
magnesia and won. As she at this time lived 16 miles in 
the country, I did not tend her regularly, and saw her again 
first in the latter, part of February, when she moved to this 
city, at which time the dropsical effusion was increased to 
considerable extent, so that she was confined to her bed 
nearly all the time. Her urgent desire was that something 
might be done in order to relieve her distress, which was 
dauy becoming more and more alarming. I frankly told 
her the mo$w.amrandi which in my opinion offered her any 
chance of relief, namely, paracentesis and ovariotomy, the 
the former as ope that was of but little danger and would 
give her temporary relief; and the latter was very formi- 
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dable, (perhaps exaggerating the danger somewhat) but if 
successiul would promise a permanent cure. She herself, as 
well as her husband, unhesitatingly preferred ovariotomy, 
and requested that I \jpuld operate as soon as convenient. 
My colleauge, Dr. Larron, fully concurred with me in these 
views. I, therefore, in order to prepare her for -the operation, 
ordered liberal diet with tonics, and fixed on the 28th of 
March as the day for the Operation, this being just a fort- 
night after her laBt menstruation. Meauwhile the effusion 
was constantly increasing, and on the morning of the 28th 
of March the abdomen presented the following measure- 
ments; circumference about the umbilicus, 40 inches ; dis- 
tance between ensiform process and symphies pubis, 21 
inches ; and between the umbilicus and pubes, 10 inches. 

The bladder and rectum evacuated she was chloroformed, 
and when^partially under the influence, removed to an ad- 
joining room, .the temperature of which was 85° F., and 
placea on the operating table, and when fully anaethetized 
one fourth gr. morph, sulph. was administered by subcuta- 
neous injection, in order to prolong the effect of the chloro- 
form. At forty minutes past 10 o’clock A. M., I proceeded 
to operate, assisted by Drs. Larron, Paoli, and Qiiales. An 
incision 4r inches long was made in the linea alba, com- 
mencing about four inches below the umbilicus and extend- 
ing to within about 3 inches of the symphpsis pubis. The 
various layers of the abdominal wall (whicn was very thin) 
were carefully divided. When the hemorrhage, which was 
very slight, was controlled, theperitonal lining was divided, 
and the cyst presented itself in the opening. In accordance 
with late English authors, I did not attempt to remove the 
cyst as a whole, but introduced Spencer Mill’s trocar through 
its walls and withdrew the greater portion of its contents, 
which consisted of a limpid serous fluid of a greenish color; 
the cyst, now collapsed, was seized by a pair of forceps, its 
adhesions to the abdominal wall anteriorly broken up, and 
by gentle manipulations it was forced out* through the open- 
ing, when its pedunculated extremity was found attached to 
the right ovary and adjacent broad ligament. The pedun- 
cle was father short and flattened, being about two inches 
broad. The attachment to the broad ligament was about 
one inch from the adjacent part of the uterus, this organ as 
well as the adjacent parts being perfectly healthy. The par- 
allel clamp was now applied over the peduncle as near the 
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cyst as possible on account of the shortness of the peduncle. 
Ine clamp was screwed sufficiently tight and the cyst re- 
moved ; (in the time elapsed since the oegining of the ope- 
ration was 30 m.J There was some oozing of blood at the 
seat of the adhesions which was controlled by persulphate 
of iron, torsion, and ice. All coagulas of blooa and other 
foreign substances in the peritoneal cavity were now scru- 
pulously removed, when the wound was closed by four in- 
terrupted sutures penetrating though the entire thickness of 
the abdominal wall ; between these three more superficial 
sutures were applied. The wound was covered with a piece 
of oiled linen — and the whole of the abdomen painted over 
with collodion. Oh section, the peduncle was found to con- 
tain a large number of large vessels, but the bleeding was 
controlled perfectly by the clamps. The divided extremity 
of the peduncle was saturated with the muriated tincture of 
iron. The abdomen was covered with several layers of wad- 
ding and a broad bandage applied around the whole, and 
the patient carried back to bed, having remained on the ope- 
rating table about two hours. The fluid contained in the 
cyst was not less than 8 gallons; the weight of cyst and 
contents was 66 pounds. She was ordered port wine ad libi- 
tum and tincture opium sufficient to control the pains. The 
pulse was rather weak and the frequency about 100 per 
minute during the operation ; on the evening of the 28th the 
pulse was J04 per minute, and she complained of some pain 
in the loins and a desire to urinate without being able to 
evacuate the contents of the bladder, which had to be drawn 
off by means of a catheter. She was ordered gtt. xx of 
laudanum every 6 hours. 

March 29 th. Slept several hours during the night and 
feels somewhat stronger. Pulse 108 per minute ; skin moist 
and warm ; intense thirst. Bladder catheterized ; treatment 
continued. 

March 30 th. Slept pretty well during the night. Pulse 
108 per minute ; pain about the abdomen diminished ; coughs 
some, and was ordered an expectorant. 

March 31st. Slept well; pulse 98 per minute; wound 
united down to the peduncle, slough of the latter black and 
dry ; no signs of peritonitis ; sutures removed ; liberal diet 
and port wine ad libitum ; bladder evacuated by means of 
catheter, the urine contained considerable mucus* 

April 1st. Pulse 100 perminute; coughs considerably, 
feels otherwise comfortable ; appetite good. 
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April 2d. Pplse 104 per minute; Cough lees trouble- 
some. Injection of cold water Into the rectum ; no evacu- 
ation since the operation was performed. Ordered decoction 
of cinchona and senega, teaspoonful every 4 hours. 

April 3d. Spontaneous evacuation from the bowels and 
bladder; pulse 104 per minute, no tympanites ; edges of the 
wound slightly separated, but only the integument ; some 
swelling and tenderness and pressure about the right iliac 
region ; a slight foetid dischai ge about the peduncle. 

April 4 th. Pulse J16 ; po sleep ; cough troublesome. 
Was ordered the following; decoc. cinch- infos, herb digi- 
talis aa 3 iij, potass© nitrat- and succo liqneret aa 3 ij m&a. 
Teaspoonful every 2 hours. 

April 5th. Bested well during the night, and feels com- 
fortable. Pulse 96 per minute. Clamps removed, pedun- 
cle adhered to the edges of the wound. 

April 7th. Pulse 90 per minute; complains of lever oc- 
curring about noon. Ordered quinia sulph gr. v, twice a 
day. 

April 9th. No fever. Pulse 72 per ipinute, sod on the 
whole apparently comfortable. The circumference about 
the umbilicus 27 inches : distance between ensiform process 
and symphysis pubis 11J inches, and between the umbilicus 
and symphysis pubis 5£ inches. 

April 15 th. Wound entirely closed ; permitted to leave 
the bed. 

. April 21st. Complains of transient pains about the loins. 

April 22 d. Gradually improving ; evidence of approach- 
ing menstruation ; situation of uterus perfectly normal. 
Pulse 72 per minute. 

April 25 th. Walks out and must be considered fully re- 
covered ; wound entirely healed ; no abnormal discharges 
from the vagina. — Chicago Medical Journal,. 


Description on the use of Mercury. Bead before the Buffalo 
Medical Association, by J. B^Laxhuop. 

Mercury was known to the ancients, and by them employed. 
Its use, however, was external only, in disease# of the skin 
and in parasitic affections. The older phyeipians uged it, 
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but with a salutary dread of the unpleasant results which 
followed its free employment. For the tact that it caused trem- 
blings, paleness, wasting, and ulcers of the mouth, seems to 
have been known to Aristotle, and the Arabians in addition 
seemed to have been acquainted with its property of saliva- 
tion. Europeans much later learned the use of it from the 
Moors of Spain and the Saracens during the Crusades, but 
then only externally or by fumigation. Later its powers in 
syphilis made it more generally known. Syphilis was at- 
tended with skin affections, ana the fact probably led to a 
knowledge of its virtues as a special curative agent in this 
disease. This special curative action of mercury does not 
appear to me to be one of the fallacies of experience, but is 
entitled to have the sway of an actual fact. This I 4<> not 
propose to question. 

The internal use of mercury had its introduction if not 

its origin chiefly from Paracelsus and his followers, but still 
mainly confined to syphilis. Gradually its use was extended 
to other diseases. For we find it proposed and employed in 
inflammatory disease?, fevers, scrofula andindnration, though 
there was not an agreement as to its benefits in all. By 
some it was extravagantly praised. Thus Belloste, writing 
in 1692, speaks of it as “one of nature’s miracles and a most 
rare gift of Providence.” By others it was styled the Samp- 
son oi Materia Medica. In modern times it has become a 
somewhat shorn Sampson. 

Richter declared that the gradual extension of its use 
rested “far more upon a direct experience of its virtues than 
upon the scientific and often plausible theories invented to 
explain its operation, and which led to gross errors in prac- 
tice.” If this statement could be fully accepted and we 
cotild believe that its use had always been, or now always is, 
founded upon “ direct experience of its virtues,” the various 
uses of the remedy conlp not be called in question, and we 
should have less frequent occasion in its abuse, to regret 
th|*t $he earlier find simpler belief of its powers has npfcbpen 
maintained to the present, ft is somewhat strange that upon 
the point of its absorption,, a fact now so unquestioned, 'there 
should have been, any difference pf opinion. For upon this 
fact depend nearly all the actions which have been ascribed 
to it j at least aU of those actions which have been considered 
its special and nty&t important ones. Yet Dr. Physick, in 
his t upe, wrote an ; epeay to prove that it was not absorbed, 


Digitized by Google 


21 Or ' ** SdeciiOTU. 

but acted sympathetically. An instance of the mideading 
of theory, full of wholesome instruction. 

Of a kindred nature was the theory that its salivary ac- 
tion. must be carried to a great extent in order that its full 
benefits should be obtained. Boerhave caused his patients to 
spit , three or four pounds ’ in twenty-four hohrs, and Turner 
declared two or three quarts “a good and sufficient dis- 
charge; 15 and these undoubtedly were to them the lessons of 
experience. To this test also or experience could be referred 
that custom formerly so prevalent of subjecting all cases of: 
fever to a salivation greater or less as essential, and an indi- f 
cation of recovery. The cases in which this action could 
not be induced were observed to be mostly fatal. The ex- 
planation, however, of this observed action, is now well 
enough known to be very different, and both the indication 
and the practice to be without value. 

Pereira classes mercury among spanaemics or medicines that 
promote secretion and exhalation generally, soften and loosen 
textures, check phlegmonous inflammation, lessen inflamma- 
tory effusions, and promote their re-absorption. As he ex- 
presses it more formally, “in my opinion mercury is an al- 
terative and a liquefacient spansemic.” A good many of 
the above actions can be covered by the term alterative, 
and probably the definition is extensive enough to pretty 
well include modern ideas upon this action. We are well 
aware that the term alterative is made to cover a wide the- 
rapeutical ground, and would have a long list, if he should 
write down the particular diseases in which the alterative 
action of mercury is sought for. 

Whether mercury has all the properties above attributed 
to it, or not, I shall not now undertake to enquire. That 
some ot the secretions are increased, in the face of the many 
cases in which an increased flow of saliva is perceptible to 
eyes even disposed to see what they look for, cannot be de- 
nied. As to its influence over secretion, it may also be safely 
said that its purgative action is in some way connected with 
this influence, either as cause or effect. It increases the se- 
cretion of the pancreas without doubt. It is probably true 
that it increases the secretion of the follicles 61 the intestines, 
and it may be, thus acts as a purgative; though most of its 
purgative influence id believed to depend upon Us special 
aetion upon the liver, promoting a greater flow of bile, and’ 
thereby ^Ming or causing catharsis. Whether "this belief is 
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well founded is to some a matter of doubt, but of its purga- 
tive action, and through this, highly beneficial action, there 
An be no question. W hether it is specially as a beneficial 
purgative, or better than many, or any other purgative, de- 

S Bnas very much 6n the belief of the practitioner who uses it. 

ut while one may express a doubt whether its special benefits 
as a purgative, rest upon a secure foundation of observation, 
there can be no doubt that in many cases its purgative ac- 
tion is followed by most marked relief in certain cases. 

In what has been said above, no definite distinction has 
beeh kept in view between secretion and excretion. He 
latter as well as the former we know, has many important 
and essential offices in the healthy working of the organs 
and functions of the body. Both, it may be admitted, are 
influenced if not Specially, yet influenced by the actibn of 
mercury. Which effect is the most important it is not my 
purpose now to undertake to set forth. This is only alluded 
to in connection with the reputed action of mercury to cause 
absorption of fluids from the cavities. By whichever process, 
secretion or excretion, it is mostly effected, there have been 
few to doubt that the action is a real one and well established 
by facts. 

It has been attributed to increased activity of the absorb- 
ents. On the other hand Headland thinks that mercury fa* 
yors absorption and counteracts effusion, by its impoverish- 
ing effects on the blood, thereby weakening the force of the 
heart and diminishing the pressure on the blood-vessels. 
This is mainly an effect upon nutrition. But at present the 
fact is more important than the theory, and in view of all , 
experience upon the subject, it may be questioned whether 
the fact exists. At least whether mercury as we would now 
adays give it, is a helpful agent in the process. Of course 
effusions have various causes, as for instance mechanical, 
which unfit them to be acted upon by mercury, but the fa- 
vorable causes do not exhibit always its expected benefits. 
The action of mercury in excess, as inhaling vapors habitually, 
causes was tine's and disappearance of effusions, but the Same 
is true of cholera, and what is a sufficient explanation of the ‘ 
latter, would not satisfy the accepted theory of action of the 
former. But as this opens too broad a field of inquiry, for 
the present time, I will limit myself to the examination of 
two, according to generally accepted doctrines, most promi- 
nent actions of mercury, viz : its cholagogue and its anti- 
plastic properties. 
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The power of merenry to increase the secretion of bile has 
been thought to be too certain, to he questioned. The prac- 
tice of a large number of physicians is based upon that sup» 
posed fact. Torpor of the liver, in certain conditions of ill- 
ness, either as cause or consequence, or a? a concomitant, 
has been assumed to exist, as a definite functional deronao-, 
ment, alipoajt capable of demonstration* This jtakjw py 
granted, a ipercurial in larger or smaller doses has been, 
deemed necessary, stimulating the faulty organ to its prppejCj 
duty. The practice is based upon belief of the fac^. a It 
is not merely a belief that mercury increases ajU secxptiop* i 
the bile among others, but that it acts in a special manner, 
on the liver. Thus we find Dr. Wilson Philip writing: 
“ Mercurv has a special operation on the liver — a power not . 
merely of exciting its functions, bat of correcting the va- 
rious derangement of that function, in a way which it does . 
not possess with respect to any other organ, and which no ‘ 
other medicine possesses with respect to the liver.” Per - 1 
haps there would be many who would not think that there’ 
were any facts to warrant so ^road a statement: but yet, J 
think, it must be conceded that the number would be large 
to whom this special action of mercury in some dose would . 
haves tbe way of an actnal fact. As to the method by which 
this action is produced the agreement would he less general , 
Various theories of action have been proposed. .. v 

Some assume that it makes the bile more liquid, and thus 
promotes its “flow; others that it directly stimulates toe se- 
creting cells of the liver ; and still others that it liquifies the, 
secretion of the bile duct, and tons favors the discharge.' 
The second, viz : direct action cm the liver itself, is the com- 
monly accepted method. But as before said, the belief ac- 
cepted, upon what proofs does it rest! I suppose in the first 
place, most would say^ experience proves it. Jaundice and’’ 
enlargement of the liver, have more rapidly disappeared/ 
when it has been used, besides toe discharges th,cm^yj^ ; 
have been evidence of tnis action. Bile has appeared abup'j 
dantly in the focal evacuations after its use. Tuns has been, 
indicated by a change of color — in some cases a green, in. : 
others a dark color, toeing the indication of its presence.,- 
This is more especially convincing if jost before, toe stools 
wepe clayey, or, as commonly stated, free from bile. . But 
this matter of color is less convincing, if too green color is.- 
duo, os Dr. Thudicum and others assert, to an actual change p 
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trt&kttfry itself, that is, becoming a sub-sulphide ; or if the 
tfrfk 1 ctnfor ia in all cases derived from the colon, as lb. In- 
riftfli 1 b^nfeves: The latter from observation feels warranted 
iti Say1ii|j that the intestinal contents are never dark brOwn, 
or eVeh deep yellow, but whitish, prior to their pasSage 
fhrbngk the fleo-ccecal valve. In the colon, they get them 
wNiWfi fteeSl line. Clayey stools Are hot then A proof that 
Tfie'&crtffto'ti of bile is arrested, but that the colon i# func- 
tionally disturbed : and moreover, in deep jaundice, when 
ho bile flows into tno intestine, the stools are often dark. If 
dat£ stools succeed clayey, after a dose of mercurial, bo they 
do after other purgatives, and oven without purgatives; and 
if. they prove anything, prove as well that mercury like 
ifS&iXr purgatives’ acts upon the colon, as that it acts -upon 
tKe Hver. l)r. Thudicum however, though he admits that 
cholochrome, or the coloring matter of bile, appears in 
healthy fteces, still denies that mercury increases the araonnt 
Of bile', rather that it diminishes if. This opinion he puts 
forth' baSed upon the experiments of Mosler, Scott, Nasse, 
Kolliker, and M filler, who found that by calomel the 1 bile 
was diminished. It is true that the experiments wefe made 
upon dogs, and the doses purgative. But inasmuch as other 
drugs have not acted differently on dogs and men, it may be 
inferred merenry would not ; and though the doses were 
purgative, the laith in the cholagogue action of the mer- 
cury, has not been limited to small doses, but has been 
equally great in all doses ; so that if large doses are found 
to fail, smalt would be as likely to. It may be said that 
faercury may not increase the secretion of bile in a healthy, 
but it will do so in a diseased state of the liver. This argu- 
ment will not apply to other organs. Diseased kidneys are 
toot Acted upon by medicines which are inoperative in health. 
Some knch idea has' been held, for Chapman says that free 
use Of mercUry may derange the liver — meaning I suppose 
d hpklthy one — and produce icterose affections, and Cheyne 
wWk^tnat medrirfrUs produce jaundice. Thus the agent 
toSI CuteS jamidice and enlargement of the liver, may 
Cause them ; notupbu.any homoeopathic theory, but upon 
the theory df over-Antnnlation. Dtie allowance must be 
^mSd(A| whe'n mercnry fails in jaundice, for the cases which 
nftfkdln obstruction of the ducts and not from any ffcult 
in the Secreting poster of the liver, and thus not expect of 
it tehat it cannot reasonably be expected to accomplish.- 
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After what has been said upon this branch of the subject, 
I think the action of mercury to increase the secretion of 
bile may- be called in question. In reply to the statement 
that very decided relief does follow mercury, in disorders 
of the liver, either without or with general disorder, I might 
say that it could as well be got by any other purgative as 
active ; and therefore at less cost. But the belief tnat mer- 
cury acts upon the liver is not confined to large doses. Small 
doses, frequently repeated, are believed to have the same ac- 
tion. This of course is founded upon experience and facts, 
as to jaundice, enlargements, and color erf stools; like those 
which bqar upon large, which have been noticed. 

The second question in relation to mercury is, does it pos- 
sess such antiplastic power as to give it a control over in- 
flammation ; l. e. to limit or to remove its products? If we 
read most works an practice, and works which treat of in- 
flammation of special organs, we shall find mercury about 
the first remedy proposed. In inflammation of the brain it 
has been deemed essential ; likewise in acute inflammation 
of the lungs, bowels, and by many, of tbe liver in some stages. 
In inflammation of serous membranes it is used to prevent 
adhesion, or effusion : in mucous membranes to prevent or 
soften exudations. Upon what theoretical grounds has this 
been accepted ? I will pass over the various hypothesis of 
its action, and state what is observed. When mercury has 
been taken for a long time internally, or when men or, ani- 
mals have been much exposed to its influence, certain con- 
ditions are observed to arise, which seem to depend upon 
some change in the blood. Tne tissues become soft, new 
formations disappear, healed wounds open. There is pale- 
ness, wasting and oedema ; all, signs of impoverished blood. 
In other words, the blood is supposed to have lost a portion 
of its solid constituents, so that the amount is less than nor- 
mal. It has therefore an nn wonted fluidity and tends to es- 
cape; bleeding being common and sometimes excessive. 
These changes indicate a diminution of the material' which 
is in excess in inflammation, and which furnishes the exuda- 
tions observed as a result of it. It seems then .pretty clear 
that, if -mercury has the power to diminish the amount of 
the solid matter of the blood, when they are normal , it will 
equally diminish them when the amount is in excess, and 
thus prevent the admitted change produced by inflammation 
as a result of this excess of fibrin, viz : exudation upon 
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membranes, or into the tissues of the solid organs. On the 
othor hand, it equally by this very aplastic power, aids in 
the removal of those products of inflammation when once 
they are formed. For if by continued use it impairs the 
coagulability of the blood, and causes wasting of the solids 
ot the normal lody y it certainly seems highly probable that 
the feebly organized exudations of inflammation will give 
way before it. This argument is equally applicable to indu- 
rations aud adventitious growths, such as tumors; being less 
highly organized than the normal structures, they must 
yield to a power that can act upon the higher formation. Such 
theoretical reasoning is more plausible than sounds. For on 
the other hand it has been asserted, and it is without doubt 
true, that mercury has itself given rise to plastic formations . 
Equally plausible explanations on theoretical grounds can 
be given to account for it. Plastic formations are caused 
by fibrinous exudation, but for this last, it is not necessary 
that.there should be an absolute excess of fibrin in the blood ; 
proportionate excess is equally productive. This proportion- 
ate excess occurs when from any circumstance the number of 
red globules is diminished. The paleness observed in those 
who have taken mercury for any time, has certainly a very 
close resemblance to the pallor of anaemia, and hence seems 
to warrant the inferrence that in them there is a diminution 
of the number of red globules of the blood, and a relative 
increase of fibrin. The bully coat which is so much relied 
upon a6 proof of the inflammatory state of the blood, ap- 
pears equally in the blood of anaemics, and of mecurial 
anaemics. lienee, as in absolute excess of fibrin, there is 
ample reason to look for plastic formations. If we pursue 
the theoretical statement to its legitimate conclusion, there 
are equally good theoretical reasons for believing that mer- 
cury may remove fibrinous exudations; and cause then. 
Moreover some slight inference in the same direction, may 
be drawn from the fact that mercury is a cause of a disturb- 
ance of the system, if not inflammatory, at least of a febrile 
character, which is ordinarily supposed to add inflammatory 
elements to the blood. Thus, in whatever way weapproach 
the subject theoretically , we find that the aplastic action of 
mercury is hard to establish by any rational explanation. 
If, however, wo cannot tell the how y I presume there are 
enough who will not believe the fact— or I should say the 
assumed fact — for nothing is a fact till it is indubitable. 
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Bat wherever* theory roaylead ns, and Whatever SkSfibulttaB 
it may throw over the matter, Experience U confidently ap- 
pealed to. . In the settlement of a therapeutic question, we 
can very Seldom arrive at a certainty, i. e. 'we cam n'ot de- 
monstrate it as wo can a geometrical problem. The beliefs 
of careful and canthd observers mdst then he allowed*!© influ- 
ence the question, for those beliefs have the bdbt foundation 
possible in the case, viz: experience. Dr. Latham probably 
expresses the convictions entertained by a great ihaay physi- 
cians, accounted men of correct judgment^ when he says, 
Speaking of the treatment of acute affections of the brain, 
lnhg^, pleura, peritoneum, eta, “ mercury doe* not supereede 
blood-letting; hut aids its antiphlogistic powers, and yet 
spares its amonnt.” The meaning of which is, that mercury 
aids bleeding or may Berve as a substitute for it, in eqsSB 
WherC it would not be deemed advisable. We might say 
that experience has convinced men that mercury is in its ac- 
tion more destructive than constructive , and when its destruc- 
tive action is sought, it is in cases where a morbid product is 
to be got rid of. - - • 

In most instances, the argument from experience has been 
drawn from results not perceptible to the eye. In most eases 
men have not seen the process of removal. Acute diseases 
which end often in effusions, adhesions, contractions, and 
indurations, interfering with the proper movements and 
functions} of organs, have, when treated by mercury, lees 
frequently terminated with such results. Therefore it was 
maintained that the exudation at the bottom of such results, 
was prevented, of removed by the aplastic power of mercury. 
Bnt in the single instance of iritis, the coarse of things was 
plain to the eye. In that disease the disappearance of plas- 
tic material poured into and Upon the delicate structure of 
the iris coula be watched, and the accelerating' influence of 
mercury on the process, was supposed to be clearly visible. 
Men saw in this more even than the hastening of removal ; 
they S*w also the limiting power of mercury. The deposit 
was made less by it. lienee it was essential, and Without it 
the Wortt fcSults would follow. Therefore Po man diared 
leave mercury out of the treatment of iritis; and because 
the exudation Was retarded or removed, and the WOVSt re- 
sults prevented, no question was raised as te the action. 
Bat Dr. Williams had the courage to treat a number of 
cases without mefenry, and found mat the reultss were about 
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the same as to the amount of exudation, time of disappear* 
ance, and permanent effect upon the iris. 

These cases are important, inasmuch as they call in ques- 
tion experience, and show hour much it has been looking for 
results, rather than waiting for thebi. In other words, see- 
ing what it was supposed would happen, rather than what 
actually did take {dace. And yet experience must not be 
thought valueless, with all its fallacies, for after all it is the 
best ground we have. If experience cannot settle these ques- 
tions they will remain unsettled. How much it has to do, 
may be inferred from the fact that it has been thought to 
have established the truth of much that is now kpown to be 
error. The homoeopathiet appeals as confidently to expe- 
rience as any one. He says, you may show the homoeopatnio 
theory to be groundless, and the infiniteetimaL theory absurd, 
but in practice the system is a success, i. e. experience shows 
it. Experience rightly interpreted shows no such thing. 
How, rightly to read experience is indeed a great matter, 
requiring the finest powers of mind, and an immense dum- 
ber of instances. But with all its difficulties, it is the best 
means we have, and we muBt give the beliefs of i the best 
minds, drawn from experience; the greatest weight in the 
decision of many questions. 

I have in this paper meant to be understood to entertain 
doubt about the cholagogtte action of mercury as a special 
action. I have meant also to express my almost total unbe- 
lief iu its possession of aplastic powers, and my equal unbe- 
lief in its ueefidnees, from any such property, if it has it, in 
inflammation. I acknowledge its advantages as a purgative. 

I admit its power over secretion, especially the salivary. It 
acta powerfully, apparently on the glandular system. It 
cures syphiuls, I am fully persuaded. I know of no theory 
of its actions which will explain them. I'Would not deride 
experience, only protest against hasty conelusions and wron£ 
interpretations of it. ifo more harm can come from skepti- 
cism than from such extravagant statements of its power! > 
as this, by an English physician, Dr. Martin, editor of Did 
Johnson’s work on trOipical climates. Speaking of its action' 
in diseases of the liver, he says : “It is m fact by this very 
double action of purging ana increasing the secretion act the 
same time, that calomel relieves the loaded and inactive ves- 
sels of the diseased gland, not to speak of the other ac- 
knowledged physiological influences of the mineral, such as 
3 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



820 .v . \ Selections. 

its increase of all the secretions and excretions of the body; 
its influence on the capillary circulation ; its febrifuge effect ; 
the peculiar specific power attributed to it by physicians 
and surgeons as an antagonist to inflammations, whether 
general or local; its stimulant power over the absorbent 
Functions; its power of unloading at the same time that H 
gives a new impulse to the vascular system ; its peculiar 
power in removing viscid and tenacious intestinal secretions ; 
its antiphlogistic, solvent, and alterative effects on the 
blood; — these are the actions and uses ascribed to mercury 
by the ablest British practitioners and authors, and they are 
such as to place this remedy second only in importance to 
blood-letting. I think the ablest American would hardly 
go as far as the ablest British practitioners are thus said to 
go. French and German practitioners are rather inclined 
to skepticism on the subject, and think the English and 
American physicians given over to extreme confidence. Yet 
Trousseau rebukes their incredulity, and says, there must be 
good ground for the confidence felt in the antiphlogistic 
power of mercury, and laments the prejudice of his country- 
men against tHis “ heroic remedy.” That 1 run counter to 
the belief of many in what I have said, I am fully aware. 

But as to the value of mercury in many important acute 
inflammations, there is a difference among the best authors. 
To instance a few : In pericarditis, when acute, Graves says, 
and Stokes agrees, our best efforts will be unavailing, “unless 
they be succeeded bv a speedy mercurialization ot the sys- 
tem.” Bui Dr. Markham says, “ The actual influence which 
the remedy possesses over the disease has yet to be shown.” 
Dr. Flint says that experience has prepared him to take a 
decided position in opposition to the importance of this 
measure. Fuller has seen pericarditis come on during sali- 
vation, and therefore is not a believer in its power to cure. 
The real value of mercury in endo-carditi$ has yet to be 
shown, though many think it safer to use than to withold it. 
'Dr. Walshe considered mercuralization in acute pleurisy not 
inferior to bleeding ; but many goodjriiysicians cannot see the 
need or advantage of either. While Gooch, Velpeau, 
Churchill, and others think mercury necessary in peritonitis, 
Dr. Meigs rejects it, trusting to bleeding ; ana Canstatt 
thinks mercury as useless as bleeding. I think we could find 
practitioners here who would agree with the last. In pneu- 
monia, while English physicians generally think mercury 
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essential, Grisolle says he would not venture to employ it; 
and Flint ha9 never bad reason to be dissatisfied with its dis- 
use. I might continue citations from other sources, bnt as 
I have already occnpied too much time and tried yonr pa- 
tience, I will bring the paper to a close with the remark, 
that I am as anxious as any one to learn what experience 
does really teach, and to follow the leading of truth, ascer- 
tained truth, let it lead where it will. / 

At the [conclusion of the reading of the paper, Dr. Gay 
moved that the thanks of the Association be tendered to Dr. 
Lothrop for his able and interesting paper. The vote was 
unanimous in the affirmative. 

Dr. Rochester remarked that he had listened with inter- 
est to the paper just read, and did not arise to make any 
point or enter into an extended discussion of the subject, but 
most differ with Dr. L. in regard to one or two points. I 
think we should not be guided ip regard to the action of 
mereury upon the human system by its action upon the sys- 
tems of lower animals. Their organizations are so different 
and varied that the results are unreliable and may lead us 
astray. I cannot agree with the statement that the fecal 
matter in the small intestines is not changed in color bv the 
use of mercury. I have seen fecal matter in the small in- 
testine that was not of a light color. . I have found the same 
matter in the gall bladder and in the small inteftine. Dr. 
Williams is an enthusiast, and his statements in regard to the 
treatment of iritis are not altogether reliable. Have myself 
tried to treat iritis without mercury, but have never suc- 
ceeded as well as with if. Thorough examination and criti- 
cism is just and proper, but we must not go too far. Am 
mnch pleased with the paper and the fair manner in which 
the subject has been treated. 

Dr. Strong said he was much interested in the paper which 
Dr. Lothrop had read before us. It seemed to be a very 
candid and philosophical resume of the historical state of mer- 
cury. Not to dwell upon the theories of its mode of opera- 
tion on the specific organs and functions on which its pow- 
ers are exerted, the history of therapeutical use of mercury 
to my mind furnishes an eminent illustration of the evil con- 
sequences of hobby-riding. I suppose there will be but lit- 
tle dissent to this proposition, as it bears upon the old here- 
sies when nothing valuable was recognized in its effects in 
alleviating disease unless and until a tree salivation was in- 
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duced, — salivation being th& measure and test of its value 
and the object 1 aimed at; I* suppose nearly all will admit 
now that the hobby-rifling in this direction, to this extent; 
was rather a reckleSfc feat. But as in everything else hu- 
man, so in medicine^-One extreme follows another. In this 
case, however, with the modification, (as frequently happens) 
that the extreme not only follows, but is distinctly begotten 
by the other. A medicine of such marked and peculiar po- 
tency could not be too freely and On too slight occasions 
used without producing undesirable if not pernicious te- 
suits. These results Would naturally ekcite prejudice, and 
prejudice naturally impairs vision, and with impaired men- 
tal vision we fail to see not only no good in its excessive 
and indiscreet Use, but gradually come to distrust it, and 
then to discard it altogether. These results have been 
rteached by some authors and many practitioners. So that 
from being prescribed oftener perhaps than any orte article 
of the materia medica, it has become not uncommon to read 
and to hear of itB powers to contrpl and obviate disease as 
being questionable or wholly ignored. In mecHas fts seems 
to he especially appropriate in reference to the powers of 
mercury. 

Instead of salivation furnishing any test of its virtues and 
to be desired, intelligent observations make it almost certain 
that ajl of its good qualities and its efficacy in treating dis- 
ease may be securptr without the least necessity of causing 
salivation. As to the testimony of authors, in regard to it 
as quoted by Dr. I/., I suppose few American practitioners 
are id the habit of deferring very much to the French in 
questions, pertaining to onr practical reasons in the treat- 
ment of disease. unsurpassed, perhaps 1 Unequaled in phy- 
siology and pathological research, they seem to fail in the 
practical talent for combating disease by medication. As 
to another esteemed authority referred to as agsCinst the use 
of this article, I have sometimes feared that noth Withstand- 5 
itig his general freedom from prejudice; or anything uncan- 
did, (and m this respect I regard him generally es a ifiodfel,) 
he has allowed his horror or disgust at the shocking abuse 
of mercurial preparations in certain cases to carry him to 
the other extreme of ignoring its positive merits in the alle- 
viation and control of certain forms and phrases of morbid 
processes. Now I think that some distinction needs to be 
made in the discussion of the merits of inerefcry. In a few 
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diseases it may be said to be essential to their successful 
treatment. In a larger number, while it may pot be abso- 
lutely essential to final recoveay ; that is to say, patients 
may recover without it, yet mercury in some form js by fay 
the most eligible reinedy known to us. Or in other worda^ 
by a judicious use of mercury, at the right moment, the 
recovery may be materially accelerated, and thus organic 
and functional lesions may be avoided. I suppose that good 
practice consists not alone in conducting our patient success- 
fully through their sickness, but taking them hy the shortest 
route, and the medicine or means that do just that, is the 
most eligible. I believe it to be entirely demonstrable that 
mercury has been, and can be made to-control Certain affec- 
tions whose ultimate limit without it would be a matter of 
months instead of weeks. Still other cases that without it 
would last week after week, that by its use may be cured in 
as many days. And it seems to me that no amount of in- 
genuity of argument deduced from its excessive to common 
or indiscreet use, ought for a moment to prejudice us against 
it. 

Dr. Jansen remarked that he agreed with Dr. Rochester 
in the treatment of iritis. Have treated a great, many 
cases of syphilitic iritis and always with mercury. Have 
seen three cases treated without it with total loss of sight 
in eve iy c ase. 

• Dr. White remu^ed that he difi not arise to take any part 
in the discussion or to dissent, from the conclusions arrived 
at, but to correct ah error that may be sent abroad by what 
has been said in regard to the practice of the profession in 
Buffalo. The battle against the too liberal ana indiscrimi- 
nate use of mercury was fought and won twenty years ago. 
With all my experience home and abrpad, I make the broad: 
assertion that there is less calomel given in Buffalo than in 
any of the other cities. Twenty years ago we carried the 
matter too far, and gave too little. In our attempts at re- 
form we must not go too far. 

Dr. Gay remarked that he did not feel like permitting the 
discussion to close without giving expression to his appre- 
ciation of the value of the paper read by Dr. Lothrop. 
Under the first heading the doctor has introduced the Amer- 
ican theory of the action of mercury without, as I under- 
stand, advocating the theory itself; The remarks of Dr. 
Rochester upon' pis branch of the 1 subject are timely and 
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Weighty, and although I could add further proof of the fala- 
cyof the theory, I mil not occupy the time necessary. 

* Would saj a word in reference to the other topic toucHfed 
upon in the paper and in the discussion, viz: the use of mer- 
cury as an aplastic. For convenience medicine might be 
divided into two periods of twenty years each, more or less 
— the mercurial and the inti-mercurial periods. Dr. White 
has passed through the former and is far advanced in the 
latter period, and has given his testimony to the great 
change wrought in the administration of mercury during 
this period of time. We may justly infer from his remarks 
that the day, is past for the administration of mercury for 
aplastic properties. I had long labored under the convic- 
tion thfit the action of mercury upon a serous membrane 
when given largely to children, (and no person will doubt 
that during the mercurial period mercury was givCn to 
children to excess, because of the difficulty of causing ptyal- 
ism,)' and also the action of mercury upon serous membranes 
when given to adults to the point of salivation was deleteri- 
ous, and would impart to those serous structures a lesion 
which would be felt in after life. If it be not a popular 
prror, it" is at least a popular belief that Sometimes acute 
and chronic arthritis are in some way chargeable to mercu- 
rialization. Should there by any measure of truth in this 
popular belief that mercury has been an agent of distruc- 
tion or injury to membranous coverings of the joints, who 
is able to estimate the amount of structural change produced 
directly by the same agency in the membranous covering 
of the heart, or indirectly the heart itself? Again should 
there be any measure of truth in such popular Delief, then 
be assured that the injuries inflicted in childhood and mani- 
fested in adult life are but the ingathering of the harvest 
springing up from deed sown during the mercurial period. 


; ‘ ■ i 

Paralysis of the Pneumogastric JVerve. 

Prof. Wolff, of Berlin, narrates the following interesting 
jjase, as an appendix to a lengthy paper on defective, inner- 
vation of the heart. The paper & published in the Deutsche 
Klinik, of October 23, 1866. 
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General von S., a friend of the deceased, aged 68, other- 
wise robust, had for about a year eomplainedof an annoy- 
ing pain in the occiput, periodically occurring, and which 
required the head to he supported ; when, on a sudden, hp 
was seized with symptoms which could only be accounted for 
by the assumption of a beginning paralysis of the par va- 
gum. The three functions over wnich these nerves preside 
were simultaneously and equally affected; the appetite gave 
way entirely, and during tne two . weeks that iUness lasted, 
could not by any means whatever be restored. With great 
reluctance, the patient contrived, in submission to medical 
order, to swallow a small quantity of food or beverage, The 
respiration slackened more and more; and qn one of his last 
days, there were counted forty-four second? between twp re- 
spirations. Pari pasu declined the movement? of the heart, 
As its impulse and sounds grew feebler, so the pulse van- 
ished in the extremities, and at length could no more be felt 
in the crural and radial arteries. , During the two last days 
of life, it was by the stethoscope only that a faint vibration 
of the heart could be perceived. Along with the pulse went 
also the warmth of the extremities. ‘ However, gangrene of 
the feet did not ensue; the occurrence of which I had occa- 
sion to observe (together with Drs. Romberg and Riese) 
about the same time in a . patient w;ho succumbed to fatty 
disease of the heart, and in whose cade the pulse an4 tempe- 
rature had likewise fallen off in the low extremities during 
the last days of his life.’ Death, when. ensued ?t the com- 
mencement of the third week of illnes, while the patient re- 
mained conscious to his last breath, was in the true sense of 
the word an ‘ extinction ’ of Jlife. The criminal cavity was 
not allowed to-be opened ”^Bntieh { Me#ical Jofirt^al. ; 1; 


The London Infirmary for Epilepsy and Paralysis. Cases 
of Epilepsy with Complications; Remarks upon Treat- 
ment. Under the care of Dr. Axthaub. 

There are certain complications of epilepsy tvhich have 
hitherto' escaped the attention of pathologists, although they 
appear to be bv. no means rare, and have an influence hpod 
the progress of the cases in which they may happen to b6‘ 
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present, inasmuch as their neglect may defeat bar other 
therapeutical efforts, however persevereingly followed. 
'Amongst .these complications, Dr. Althaus, in some remarks 
about the etiology and progress of epilepsy, mentioned 
chiefly the occurrence of hay- feoer ana of congenital j pki- 
inpaii in males. \ • 

Hay fever has a form of catarrh in which the symptoms 
of spasrri predominated over that of inflammation, and 
whicn w^s mainly due to irritation of the sentient nerves of 
the respiratory tract, consequent upon the inhalation of the 
gases arising from fresh grass and bay. The nerves suffered 
more in this disorder than the mucous membrane, for there 
were often fits flf sneering which lasted for an hour or more 
with seareely any interruption, and such urgent dyspnoea as 
cbtlld' not be explained merely by the slight catarrhal affec- 
tion of the air-passages. Hay fever 1 was in nowise a danger- 
ous disorder, but tended considerably to irritate and lower 
the tone of the nervous centres; and if it appeared in an 
epileptic patipnt, it almost always meant mischief, aggrava- 
ting the aithcktffif 6uch still occurred, and predisposing to 
relapseB where the attacks had been put down. Being an 
essentially spasmodic disorder, it was Dest treated by seda- 
tives, whereby it was generally removed in a very short 
time. After the symptoms of irritation had subsided, the 
administration of tonips was usually found necessary, 

Sarah 8 — -, aged twenty-eight, single, came under treat- 
ment as ah out-patient on March 21st) 1866. She has for 
the last five years suffered from epileptic fits, with prolonged 
loss of conciousness and severe convulsions. The Origin of 
the fits she attributed to a severe attack of smallpox, jvhieh 
she had-ih the spring of 1861; ~5hd which -prbstratbd her* a 

f reat deal. She has at present from four to six epileptic fits 
nring the week, some in the day time, and some at night 
Those which occur in the day are ushered in by visions of 
large black specks floating about in the air; a sort of faint- 
ness' then comes, over hqr, which rapidly passes into uncon- 
sciousness and convulsions, when she has a night-fit she 
generally dreams that aha- is failing, and on waking finds her 
tongue severely bitten, and feels bruised in the limbs. Emo- 
tions hays po influence, on the occurrence of these attacks. 
She sleeps , very badly, and hra. horrible dreams, especially 
abou|; .the .dead. , She oftpn suffers from headapbe apd. giddi- 
ness, Appetite indifferent ; .bowels habitually ppstive. She 
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h*s lost a good deal of flesh lately, sad presents ewpm sad 
anaado appearanca She suffer* from palpitation# of the 
heart. The catamenia are pretty regular, although pale and 
scanty; a short time before the period comes on the fits are 
store frequent sad severe. 

The patient -was pat on a coarse of phosphorus* tincture 
of henbane, and cod-liver oil, under which the attach# 
steadily d i m i n i sh in number and severity. The fea|b occur- 
red on May 7th. Her: -strength and general appcsran®# 
were then very much improved, and she went on favorably 
tiH June 20th, when she was seized with a sharp attach of 
hay fever, of which she has been suffering every • summer 
fer the last seven or eight years. There w«4 burping ip the 
eyes, catarrh-in the nose, a feeling of rawness in the throat, 
and very considerable dyspnoea. Daring the day she was 
obliged to stop in-doors and have the room shaded and the 
windows closed, but she could*go oat in the evening- 

On July 11th, > the patient Ming then very restless and 
worn out by fits of sneezing and dyspnoea, an epileptic at- 
tack occurred, in the dayrtime, after a free interval of sixty- 
four days. On the 12th she had another attack, during toe 
early part of the night She Was very weak and few-spirited. 
A drought containing five minims of the dilate hydrocyanic 
acid and fifteen minims of tincture of Indian hemp, was 
then given, in mueilage, twice a day, and the other medi- 
cines were discontinued. The distress frpm the hay fever 
was now at once greatly diminished, and after taking the 
draught for four days it quite ceased. No further epileptic 
attacks took place; and the patient got quite well again 
under the use of nerve-tonics. 

6he was seen on September 26th, being then in excellent 
health and spirits, ana having had nothing to complain of 
in the interval. It remains to be seen whether the attacks 
have finally ceased; yet the prejudicial influence of hay 
fever on the progress of this, as of other similar cases, is 
obvious. 

Congenial phimosis has been observed in eleven ont of 
twenty-five consecutive male cases of epilepsy admitted at 
the infirmary. That snch a freqnent complication of eplep- 
sy should hitherto have remained unnoticed can only be ex- 
plained by the circumstance that epileptic patients seldom 
come under the eye of surgeons, ana that physicians usually 
neglect to examine the sexual organs. The effects of con- 
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genial phimosis on the system are usually quite disregarded, 
although there cau be little doubt that this malformation 
has a considerable pathological importance. There is always 
an accumulation of sebum between the prepuce and the 
gland in snch cases, and herpes and balanitis may be the 
consequence. This irritation often leads to /great sexual ex- 
citement about the period of puberty, and to masturbation, 
with all its consequent evil effects ; frequent emissions of 
semen at night may also be traced to the same cause. A 
variety of cerebral symptoms may then be induced, such as 
pain in the toad, giddiness, noises in the ears, eruotafiions, 
sickness, &c.; which, where they depend only upon this 
condition, may be entirely removed by circumcision. Wheth- 
er actual epileptic fits are ever the consequence of. phimosis 
Beem doubtful I; yet the propriety of the operation in cases 
of that kind cannot be questioned, as all sources of irrita- 
tion should, on principle* bo*removed in convulsive disor- 
ders. Several of these cases which were, admitted at the 
infirmary have been operated upon by Mr. Solly and Mr. 
6pencer' Wells. In no instance, however, have the fits 
ceased immediately, consequent upon the operation ; so that 
a relation as between cause and effect could not have existed 
between phimosis and epilepsy. Yet, Dr. Althans said, it 
generally seemed as if the convulsive disorder, after circum- 
cision in snch cases, yielded more readily to the remedies 
employed than it had done before .— London Lancet. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 


KENTUCKY. 

Death of Dr. Miller, Dr. Linthicum, and Dr. Coshy. 

We are again at our post, having spent three months in 
dear old Kentucky, where, after an absence of six years, the 
noblest hospitalities were extended to ns. Every where we 
met old friends, and every where the most refreshing assn 1 
ranees of good will. God bless the noblfe old State and her 
glorions people. But amid the rejoicing incident to a hun- 
dred re-unions, there were also causes of sadness. Not a few 
of our dear old professional brothers and fathers have cross- 
ed the shadowy river, and gone to that “bourne frond 
whence no traveler returns.” Dr. Wm. Miller, of Madi- 
sonville, Kentucky, our friend and preceptor, a man of 
talents and ability, and who firat taught us how to think, 
died in 1863, aged sixty-nine years. He wad k Christian 
gentleman, born and educated in Virginia, but spent his 
whole professional life in Kentucky, where he ranked among 
his peers as a medical philosopher of rare attainments. Dr. 
Rufus K. Linthicum, of Henderson county, Kentucky, our 
dear friend, and for seven years our partner in the practice 
ofmedicine, died in the beginning of 1864. He was a man 
of marked ability, and so ranked amongst his brethren of 
the profession — aged fifty-five years. Dr. Garland Cosby, 
also of Henderson county, Kentucky, died on the 5th of 
November last. Born in Kentucky, and raised an oi*phanj 
without friends or money, he won his way to distinction by 
his 'talents and energy alone. He died full of years and 
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full of honors, aged seventy-six. Each of these gentlemen 
leave families, and each family has its representative of 
acknowledged talent and ability. If our earnest good ■wish- 
es could benefit them, much of the earth ' and its fullness 
should be theirs, and none of the moral worth of their ex- 
cellent fathers lost. - . 


TO OUR PATRONS' 

t ■ • 

Our patrons will bear with us, when we assure them, that 
such is the stringency of the times, that we are obliged to 
ask them for remittances. We do not see how we can meet 
currant expenses unless our frienda will come to onr res- 
cue. 

Our Kentucky and Tennessee subscribers have generally, 
paid in advance) which have relieved us much, and for 
which we thank them. Knowing the poverty of our South- 
ern friends, who like ourselves, emerged from the war, 
homeless, and destitute ; and knowing their willingness to 
pay when , ^hl e to do so, have not g)ften asked them. for any 
thing* and woulcL,not now, ,buf to? the fact, that ■ necessity 
drives us to it. 

Auto* obstacles that seemed insurmountable, we have, % 
two years, sent the. Atlanta journal of Medicine and Surge- 
ry to our friends. We have labored night and day to do so, 
and will continue do it, come what may. 

Rat we,nesere them that, we have two tbppaand dollars 
and more~an o^r books, that has', been earnedpuder difficnl. 
ties that wouldjhaye appalled the stoutest heart — a sum suf- 
ficient to publish the Joubwal for one year. The half of it 
would naaka us easy, and our patrqns would, not feel it 
fail]L they pay bah, end whan t|m crops ere sold, pay the 
^a|a4oe l . $$1. qrif £top# rerftpntoer 
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HYSTERIA. 

The following is an extract from the letter of A subscriber 
and friend in the country : 

“ I have a case of hysteria, in . regard to Which 1 
be pleased to have your opinion, by letter Or through, the 
Journal. A difficulty in breathing is the predominant 
symptom. She is thirty-three years old, has had five chil- 
dren, and has been laboring tinder her present distress for 
about three months. iVe have tried many remedies in her 
case, but more relief has been afforded by blisters to the 
cervical spine, and the U6e of valerianate of iron, than any 
other means. The dyspnoea is not constant* but partially 
subsides occasionally for several 5 hours.” 

Hysteria, named by the ancients from the supposed origin 
in uterine disturbance, w&s afterwards thought to be a ihiS- 
ljoma. There is little doubt now, however, that this 
particular kind of nervous disease is usually dependent 
on, organic or functional derangement of the uterus, most 
generally the former. Under such circumstances, per- 
manent relief need not be expected while the fundamental 
cause exists. The symptoms characterizing this nervous state 
are the result of reflex nervous action, and may be allayed 
temporarily by affording additional vigor to the nerves by 
the use of u anti-spasmodics,” so-called— nervous Stimulants, 
such as oil of amber, assafoetida, &c. Counter irritants to 
the dorsal spine, where tenderness almost invariably exists, 
are highly useful in thus relieving for the time the distress- 
ing symptoms called hysteria. # 

In order to prevent the. recurrence of the symptoms, 
treatment directed to the uterus itself must be instituted. 
When ' ehgorgeihent df the organ exists, manifested by a 
sense of weight, ah& slight enlargement of the os and fieckj 
often leading to prolapsus, local depletion, by leeches, or 
scarification of the pendant pbrtion of the organ should be 
reported to. < 
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Mere functional derangement of the womb, on account of 
general or nervous debility, or an impoverished condition of 
the blood, must be corrected by such means as the nature 
of the case would indicate. Such means as are likely to 
retpove these causes act as emenagogue. 

Ulceration of the os uteri, and chronic inflammation of the 
vagina and intra-uterine mucous membrane, manifested by 
leucorrhoea, generally require astringent and alterative or 
cauterant local applications to the vaginal mucous mem- 
brane, and that within the cavity of the uterus, particularly 
the cervix. This irritability or sub-acute inflammation of 
the uterine mucous membrane may exist for years without 
affording any visible evidences of organic disease except 
fluor albns. By careful inspection thin glairy mucus may 
be seen emanating from the os, admonishing the practitioner 
of the existence of uterine catarrh, and the necessity of ex- 
tending applications to the interior of the uterus. Fluid 
preparations thrown into the cavity sometimes, though not 
always, lead to great suffering and alarm, by inducing what 
is called uterine colic. Nitrate of silver and other solid 
local applications, though free from this difficulty, are more 
difficult of application. "Various modes have been suggest- 
ed, but for the ready and safe application to the membrane 
beyohd that lining the neck, we must look to the rising 
genius of progressive medicine. 


NERVOUS SYMPATHY. 

On the 12th of June, Mrs. G., of this city, forty-eight 
y$ars old, and of robust constitution and large breast, con-, 
suited me for simple erysipelas, on the back of her left 
hand. I recommended tinct. of iodine, applied with a soft 
brush to the part three or four times daily, &c. On th» 
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third day she consulted me again, stating that for two days, 
every time she applied the iodine to the back of her hand, 
and which invariably produced severe burning, a corres- 
ponding effect was produced around each nipple, every whit 
as intense as if applied to the part. The case is progressing, 
attended by the same phenomena at each application of the 
iodine. 

It is a fact, well known to the profession, that for several 
weeks after child birth manipulations of the mamse will pro- 
duce 4 4 after pains ” of greater or less severity, which in some 
instances recur every time the child sucks, throughout the 
entire period of lactation. How to account for these things 
is the difficult part*of the subject. It is no explanation to 
pay it is nervous sympathy ; of course it is, but what is the 
modus operandi f 


TTamamelis Virginica. 

The following communication, from Hr. W; W. Durham, 
attributes to this plant properties not generally known to 
the profession. While the readers of the Journal are tee* 
ting the reputed virtues of black-haw it may be that the 
witch-hazel will be, found valuable in this way : 

“ I will in the first place, in the articles I propose to write 
for your journal, bring to your notice the witch hazel or 
hamarrtelis virginica . It possesses properties in common 
with the black haw, or viburnum prumxfolium, that is the 
property of preventing “ abortion or misc&riage. At one 
period of my practice the negroes used the cotton root so 
frequently to produce abortion that my supply of black-haw: 
become exhausted, and having heard of this power of the 
hazel to effect the purpose for which I used the haw. I re- 
sorted to it (the hazel) with perfect succes— having only 
need it for the purpose of preventing abortion/ from the ef- 
fects of the cottoh root : I cannot speak of it in other cases^ 

Its valuable action being generally well known, \ otherwise 
than in the case to which I have alluded, I will not speak 
of it. 

For the purpose of which I have spoken, steep one ounce 
of the leaves in one pint of water, and drink freely.” 

W. W. Durham. 
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Thirty-First Annowwemmi of the Medical Department of 
thk University of DouieviUe. 

We are pleaded to see that this Institution has emerged from 
its late troubles, and is again before the public, with an able 
Faculty of representative medical gentlemen, whose names can- 
not feil to place the Institution side by side, not only with the 
best dn this continent, but of Europe also. 

We recognise among the Faculty, the names of some of 
the ablest medical philosophers of this country,— men, whose 
education, love of scienee, and earnest zeal, eminently fit them 
for the positions they hold ; and who will give their great talents, 
with true fidelity, to teaching, not only the Way to health, and 
how to preserve it, but the necessity of unfaltering devotion, 
unyielding labor, and -self-sacrifice, to carry forward to a glorious 
consummation the tide of progress which alone can redeem the 
profession from the wholesale quackery that has threatened it 
so long. 

It is with pleastire that we note the union of the Kentucky 
School of Medicine with the medical department of the Univer- 
sity, thus ending a rivalry disadvantageous, if not discreditable, 
to both; and we are also pleaded to note that some of the fa- 
culty of the Kentucky constitute a part of the faculty of the 
University School. This is as it should be. <c Let there be no 
strife between us;** but with an eye single to the great law of 
progress, and the greatest good to humanity, go forward with 
an unbroken front in the career of development and discovery, 
until [ignorant pretfenlshm and quackery shall not have a foot- 
hold ftftoto stahcl upon. 

. .*■'! . : 

' . > T t ^ , 

Db. !#♦ P k YjkStpsiit* J b», a distinguished physician of Louisr 

viUe, KentiUohy, is now in Europe, whither he has gone to prose* 
cate the forther study of hie profession. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE I. 

I 

Vaccination and its Remits. By Ds. Wm. A. Greens, of 
Americii8, Ga. 

1 

Since the emancipation of the slaves, and the consequent 
impossibility of subjecting them to strict quarantine regula- 
tions, small pox has prevailed in almost every portion of 
the South. Communities that had always enjoyed perfect 
immunity from this loathsome scourge, have had it to pre- 
vail epidemically in their midst, and many valuable lives 
have paid the forfeit of neglect and proper appreciation 
and enforcement of strict vaccination regulations. In view 
of this, jt certainly behooves every physician to employ 
active exertions to arouse the people to the great impor- 
tance of vaccination, and to enlighten their minds aB to its 
harmless and intrinsic value. And to do this, it is necessa- 
■ ry the physician should entertain correct and intelligent 
views as to vaccination mid its results, to the end, that much 
of the prevailing prejudice among the common people (ne^ 
grees particularly) upon this subject may be dispelled. I 
Ms sure there is no subject of so much practical value and 
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importance in medicine, that the people ar$ so poorly in- 
formed upon. I propose, in. a brief way, to offer a few 
thoughts upon this all important subject, which, I hope, will 
attract the attention of those members of ‘the profesfeiou 
who have not heretofore given it that interest it now de- 
serves. 

In the large cities provisions are made for the vaccina- 
tion of the inhabitants, but in the sinaller cities and villages 
and in the country, there is not only no such provisions 
made, but the people, and in many instances the phy- 
sician, manifest a total disregard for, and even fear of, 
applying thisonly sure preventative of the disease. It is not 
uncommon to hear people say, when urged to bo vaccinated, 
that they “ prefer small pox to the risk of vaccination with 
spurious matter and tliey refer you, perhaps, to our sol- 
diers who suffered so much from vaccination; and, that they 
knew such an one who had contracted small pox, notwith- 
standing vaccination, and too, wfyen the vaccination had 
produced a tremendous sore ! We sometimes find otherwise 
intelligent physicians who are at a loss to aooounfcfor many 
of tiie phenomena attending vaccination. This was especial- 
ly so among the surgons of the army of Northern Virginia, 
daring our occupancy of Fredericksburg, in the . winter of 
1862 r- 8 . Small pox broke>out among our troops then, and 
a general vaccination was wisely ordered. The number of 
spurious vaccinations were very great, and became alarm- 
ing, as affecting the efficiency of the army. It was reported 
by Gen. Lee’s Assistant and Inspector General, that in the 
battle of Chancellorsville we had 5,000 men unfit for duty, 
because of disability arising from vaccination. Whereupon, 
Medical Director Guild, a most efficient and watchful officer, 
issued a circular calling upon Chief Surgeons of Divisions . 
for their opinion of these unpleasant and unusual develop- 
ments following vaccination, — unusual, because of the great 
numbers. A number and variety of opinions were submit- 
ted, —-a majority attributing it to spurious matter taken from 
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unhealthy subjects, and the diseases of these subjects propa- 
gated through the virus to others. I submitted a report, 
which, in my opinion, accounted for moBt of the trouble ; a 
few thoughts of which I will here reproduce, as nearly as I 
can remember, not having preserved the manuscript of the 
report, the views therein advanced, applying strictly to private 
as to military practice and experience. I do not believe 
that chronic diseases or diseases latent or undeveloped in 
the system, can be propagated through vaccine virus. They 
certainly are not likely to be. But they must be in a state 
of activity or excitement, or in the acute stage. 1 have often 
taken the matter from a subject laboring under chronic 
eruptive disease, and vaccinated healthy subjects with good 
result. I have, also, taken the mutter from a ripe pustule of 
a constitutional syphilitic subject, and produced a good re- 
sult on a healthy subject, without any sign of the syphilitic 
poison appearing. Since vaccination is adopted almost uni- 
versally in every civilized country, if it were possible for 
disease to be thus transmitted, is it not reasonable to sup- 
pose that a large proportion of the people would be more or 
less diseased who artf taccinated ; and, more especially is 
this to be presumed, since vaccine matter is said not be de- 
teriorated by frequent transmissions; and what a variety Und 
intensity of disease must accumulate in this matter, which, 
in all probability, had passed through so many systems. 
Therefore, much of the dread arising from this cause is ill- 
foonded. 

In all these cases of spurious vaccination above referred 
to in the army of Northern Virginia, tfatere were eruptions of 
various kinds ; and they were not confined to the soldiers of 
this army, bat prevailed among civilians in every section of 
the country, so far as my observation or knowledge ex : 
tended. The cause of this eruption, I am sure, can never be 
arrived at from the study of statistical tables, no matter how 
carefully compiled ; nor from any pathological state of the 
syrtem, as to the character of the virus, with any degree of 
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oertainty. There are, however, certain well established 
facts and legitimate deductions from plainly defined patho- 
logical developments, which will enable ns to arrive at quite 
satisfactory results. 

1. It is a well established fact, that primary vaccination 
results in less local, but more constitutional excitement than 
re-vaccination. 

2. That re-vaocination prodnceB more soreness in the ex- 
tremity operated on, and causes much more frequent irrita- 
tion and enlargement of the Lymphatic glands titan pri- 
imary operations. 

From these facts may be drawn the conclusion, — 

A. That when the system is folly susceptible of the imprae- 
sions of the virus, not having been once subjected to itainflu- 
ence, it receives it more kindly, and diffuses it more generally, 
and, hence, produces less local and consequently less morbid 
action. 

B. When there is any obstruction to the imbibition of 
the virus, either from previous Vaccination, innoculation, or 
present morbid condition of the system, it iB expended in 
the glands and tissues of the neighboring parts, and pro- 
duces greater local irritation. 

8. Decomposed animal matter, when introduced into the 
system through a puncture or incistion, m very small quan- 
tities, will produce much local irritation, and frequently an 
enlargement of the glands, with copious suppuration, as is 
evidenced in the absorption of the exudation from “tec 
itch,’ 1 or the violent malignant erysipelas which follows cuts 
and wounds of any kind in dissection. 

From which we infer, — 

0. That a vaccine scab which has been bruised, so as to 
prevent its healthful development, maty contain animal mat- 
ter in such a stage of decomposition as to result in the pro- 
' dnction of lichen, bulles, veaiculee, erysipelas, eta, when in- 
troduced into the system. 

Among tiie troops, crowded as they were in Small tente, 
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and exposed to injury from the handling of their guns and 
accoutrements, in drilling, and on guard and police duty, 
bruiting of the scab must have been of frequent occurrence, 
thus preventing its healthful development, and impregnating 
it with decomposed' animal matter. It was an every day 
occurrence for these men to vaccinate each other from their 
own arms, and thus was produced much of the unpleasant 
developments arising from vaccination. This was not con- 
fined to the troops, but might, and did occur among civilians 
in private practice. We thus frequently attribute an un- 
pleasant vaccination to virus taken from an unhealthy sub-9 
jeot, when in all probability, it is the result of vitiated mat- 
ter from a scab that has been bruited, and whose healthful 
development has been thus perverted. 

4. Again, we know that in certain “ constitutional states 
of the atmosphere,” the system is so influenced, and fluids 
are so “ concocted” as Sydenhand would term it, that the 
slightest local irritation will result in the development of 
bullae, vesiculse, and sometimes of phlegmonous erysipelas. 

From which may be inferred, — 

That in certain states of the atmosphere and conditions 
of the system, vaccination, with the -purest virus, will cer- 
tainly produce much local, as often constitutional aberra. 
tion. 

I remember that the winter of 1863 and 1863, and the 
following spring, when these unpleasant developments from 
vaccination were most prevalent, was characterized as pecu- 
liarly favorable to the development of pustulse, bulls, ery- 
sipelas, etc. I noticed this fact not only among the troops 
around Fredericksburg, but among civilians generally 
throughout the country, so far as my observation extended. 
Hence we infer that much of the unpleasant development 
resulting from vaccination, is the result of the state of the 
atmosphere, producing a morbid condition of the animal 
tissues and fluids. This conclusion is strengthened by the 
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consideration that these morbid developments are as com- 
mon in private practice as in the army, as well as the addi- 
tional fact, that from the same scab one has gone through a 
healthful vaccination, another has suffered from bailee, an- 
other from lichen, and another from erysipelas. This I 
think accounts for a large number of such cases, while Ijhose 
resulting from spurious or vitiated matter are exceptional, 
and can be explained by fact 3. 

In all snch cases I have found the application of liquor 
acetatis plumbi to the parts, and full purgative with vege- 
table and saline cathartics, speedily affects a cure. Diet 
should be spare, cooling, and very simple— milk, rice, gruel, 
etc. 


ARTICLE II. 

JVew Remedies. By J. G. Westmoreland, M. D., Prof, of 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics in Atlanta Medical 
College. 

The science of Medicine, in its several departments, is pro- 
gressive. While the truths discovered and practiced by the 
ancients should not be disregarded, the exposure of false 
theories and erroneous practical conclusions should be made 
whenever discovered. Many of the trnths of Physiology, 
Therapeutics, Chemistry, etc., now well established, have 
been discovered within (the last half century. During that 
time, opinions not a few, entertained by the Profession pre- 
viously, have been exploded by the onward march of scien- 
tific medicine. 
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in' tbe di#oovdry of new remedies, and the manner of their 
application in the treatment of disease, progression in medi- 
cineis more particularly marked. Facts have been aoknpwl- 
edged, and conclusions arrived at htittofore, without suffi- 
cient teststo establish their troth ; and hence the frequent 
explosions of theories, recognised by their enthusiastic pro- 
pounders as perfection in science. 

Experiments and tests npon which a principle in medi- 
. cine is to be established, should be so extended, under varied 
circumstances, that no donbt of its correctness can be enter- 
tained. Statistics, to be reliable then, most not only include 
many cases of the same character, on which the test or 
experiment has been made, bnt must be reported only after 
the test has been made under all eontingenoies, which may 
be likely to impress diseases, or influence the action of reme- 1 
dies. From a want of attention in this all important parti-: 
cular, principles most erroneous, and systems of practice 
most injurious, have been inaugurated. 

In crowded hospitals of densely populated cities, diseases 
are properly treated by means not at all applicable to the 
same affections in the country. Unless this fact be borne in 
mind, important remedies may be discarded, and treatment 
instituted and promulgated that will be found not only use- 
less, 1 but decidedly injurious at another time. On this 
account, pneumonia, properly treated by the use of deple- 
tives add sedatives in the' rural districts of Georgia, may be 
move successfully managed, in a London Hospital by con- 
stantly sustaining the vital energies by cerebral stimulants. 
The same may be said of certain epidemic influences, requir- 
ing vital stimulants in connection with any treatment used. 

In disease, as with medicinal agents, there is, in the profes- 
sion, a disposition to generalize, making the same remedy or 
mode of treatment applicable to a groat variety of diseases, and 
under all the varied circumstances in which they occur. This 
labor-saving proclivity is productive of much embarrassment 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



248 . 


Original Communication*. 

tothe progress of scientific investigation ; and lays the fbnfi- 
dation far one-ideal systems of medicine. New remedies, to 
be appliedin the treatment of disease, oh general therapeutic 
principles, and new syttoras of practice founded on the ridi- 
culous nation of identity of disease, differ widely from each 
other. Nor do we think he who throws himself back on the 
labor-saving doctrine of vis medioatria natures, is less a 
stumbling block to the young investigator than other oharla- 
tatns. . Drugs have their medicinal properties, and diseases 
their peculiar pathological characters, both of which must be 
knoWn in order to the successful practice of medicine. 

It is found that in classifications of materia medica, made 
with reference to the medicinal properties, several agents are 
included in many of the classes, differing from each other in 
the degree of activity, promptness, etc. Several properties 
are possessed also by some drugs, such as astringent, nervous 
tonic, emetie, etc., which give it a place in these classes 
respectively. Belief to diseased organs is often effected indi- 
rectly by the action of a remedy npon a healthy part. Thebe 
are points of study in the selection of remedies. In agents 
for a long time used, new properties are some times disco- 
vered, or their known properties made subservient in a man- 
ner not before known. Thus, new remedies are not necessa- 
rily newly discovered agents, nor even newly discovered 
properties in known agents. 

It is a duty of the physician towards his patient, to seek 
the most prompt and efficient palliative or cure for disease*. 
It is his duty toward the profession, to make known, by pub* 
Heat ion in some way, any discovery or improvement made. 

The blockaded condition of the Southern States during 
the late war, with its many evils, brought one good to the 
medical profession, and perhaps to humanity. It forced phy- 
sicians, by the scarcity of drugs, to seek new agents in the 
abundantly supplied fields and forests of their own '< sunny 
South.” 

We are glad to know that the necessity worked a taste for 


Digitized by 


Google 



Cbomwjxi^jI Oamqf DotddePrtgnancy. 219? 

in^sstigationa in t b a na penties^ which will r eanlt.io .walriablei 
additions to materia mediea. Its benefits are already being 
realised by the profession, in the reports of valuable nooffl- 
cial medical plants being congtantljr published in this and 
other journals. Some valuable contributions of this hind 
have been made by Dr. Pharos, of Mississippi, and- others. 
Our experience with some of them confirms the reports. made 
by the authors alluded to. ' > 

it is gratifying also to know that the Medical Asaocia^ 
two: of Georgia” is alive to the importance of snoh inveeti- * 
gations. At its last session, a committee was appointed to 
collect information, on the properties and uses of “ unofficLnal 
indigenous plants,” and report toe same at its next annual : 
meeting in Augusta, on the 2d W ednasday in April next. 
Being a: member of that committed, the writer would Be 
pleased to have contributions on this subject sent to the 
Journal for publication, or by private letter, as m&jrbemotfc 
agreeable to the author. • • ' . . 



ARTICLE III. 

• 

A Ckse cf Double Pregnancy : — One Ovmri being blighted 
. and discharged a* a Male } the other aapsUtd tm toeeke 
aftSnaards. By Brat. M. Cromwell, M. D., Albany, Qa. 

'■ , . / - t 

April 2d< — Galled at night to see Mra *•»>—, who* .tire/ 
morning prerviottsly, after having two loose actions from hot' 
bowels experienced contractila’pains in the abdomen, which 
she attributed to the tenesmus and dysenteric action. A 
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few boras a&erward8,whila eaperiutendinghergatdentn^, 
suddenly, without premonition, she experienced another 
pain, attended with & discharge of blood and water. Know- 
ing herself to be two or thresmonths pregnant, she st ance 
snap acted abortion, bat failed, on close inspection to dis- 
cover any evidence of it, except the discharge above men- 
tioned. 

More or less hemorrhage continuing until night, I was 
sentfor. I found her reatlees, suffering with pain and fa- 
• tigae in the back, and headache- Pulse normal; hemor- 
rhage not serious, and under influence of lead and opium, 
gradually ceased on the following day. During the time of 
its (the hemorrhage’s) continuance, clots were discharged, 
but no organized mass. 

The next day, the patient continuing to do well, and the 
hemorrhage subsiding to the usual discharge, my visits' were 
discontinued; 

On the 9th, the husband visited me at my offioe; and said 
his wife’s catamenia had returned, and asked if it was not 
nn usual for it to return so soon after a miscarriage. 

Doubting it to be really a return of the catamenia, I ques- 
tioned him closely as to its [nature, amount, and constitu- 
tional effect. He said it was of the color of brick dost; 
was, if anything, a little less than normal, and was attended 
with no unpleasant constitntional disturbance — that his 
wife was going about her usual avocations, had a good appe- 
tite, and slept well at night. I advised no treatment, but 
requested to be kept informed as to the case. 

• On the 10th, 1 was again sent for. She was having well 
marked uterine contractions, headache, and pain in the baok, 
as before. • Undferthe influence of the utarihe action, huge 
clots were expelled, and the hemorrhage, though not profuse, 
web suffleientte cause uneasiness to her medical 'attendant. 
Believing it useless to attempt to save the ovum, she 
whs given the wine of ergot freely, and cold elptfcswere 
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placed aver the pubes. Under tbe influence of these meas- 
ures, uterine contractions became quite severe, and about 
10 o’clock at night, the uterus expelled a carnified mass, 
oval in its general contour, lobular, couvbx on its entire sur- 
face, and concave within ; measuring, in its largest diameter, 
from to 8 inches. Attached to its inner concave surface 
was a membranous sack, with what appeared to be the rudi- 
mentary end of a funis. 

Under the influence of an opiate, she rested well, said, for 
the two succeeding days, the discharge oeaaedalmoet entirely. 

Believing now, that the cause of trouble , had ceased to 
operate, I expected her to convalesce, and wto, therefore,, 
unprepared to find febrile symptoms supervening. It 
seemed evident that this mass was a mole — a conception 
that had* perished, perhaps, while yet an embryo, and had 
become gelatinised and absorbed, while the diseased pla- 
centa, receiving nourishment from the uterus, continued to 
its present dimensions. 

I could see no good reason for asking for a vaginal exami- 
nation. The loehial discharge continued ; but pain in and ’ 
about the region of the uterus, with the usual pain in tile, 
back, was also present 

On the 13th r before the usual hour of my visit, I was • 
again sent, for. The patient was having well, marked ute- 
rine contractions, with discharges of dots and blood. On 
examination per vagina, I discovered protruding from the • 
os, a soft gelatinous substance, which) on further examiner.; 
tion by the speculum, I found was a portion of placenta un- 
dergoing decomposition. It was so soft that instruments 
could get no hold on it, so the finger, was introduced in and 
through the os as for as it would go, sftad, with the nail, as. 
much of tbe mass was. detached as reached. This was re- 
peated several times, and eachtime a. portion was detached. 
She was then pnt on the wine of ergot, and in a few hours 
the remainder was expelled. , 
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Hemorrhage cowed,; and under •wine, iron, and quinine, 
the patient gradually regaifled her usual health. 

. The appearance of this second placenta, which waal 
healthy in its structure, cm only be accounted for by sbp- 
posuog this to haVe been a ease of doable pregnancy — one 
ovum of whioh> was blighted, while the other was in pro- 
gress ; of development. The non-appearance of the foetus of 
this second placenta is to be regretted, as it tends to obaenre 
the. case; bat from i its early age and small size, it can rOadily 
be conceived to have been lost without detection. 

Montgomery, fat his “Sign* and Symptoms, of Preg- 
nancy,” treats this 1 subject fmoler pregnancy) mere folly 
than any author that I am acquainted with. Madame 
Boiivip, aim, has am excellent chapter on this subject . n. 

Those authors mention several cases coining, under tbsk 
owd dud others’. Observation, illustrating the atbbve case,— - 
cases ’ of double pregnancy, where one of; the products of 
conception becomes blighted, without in any way integer- 
ing with' the proper development of the often - According 
to these authors, the mole may bo erpeiled it the second, 
third, br any intervening month, up to the tune of ddhvery, 
without causing premature labor. The mole is sometimes 
eipelled with secundinee at the timd of delivery ; and again, 
instances are recorded where the mole remains in the uterus 
for an indefinite period after the usual time of utero-gesta 
tion. Ambrose Pari mentions the case of a mole remaining'.; 
in utero seventeen years. 

In a medico-legal point of view, ’the subject’ of moler 
pregnancy is one of vast importance, and merits the closest 
attention of the physician. A hastily expressed opinion of 
a mddktel rtan may do great injury to chastity' and vixtwe, 
and oast a stain on the reputation of an innocent married 
woman; Sadh instances are recorded. 
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ABTICLE IV. 

Large Doses of Catomtl m the Treatment of Traumatic Te- 
tanus. By J. J. K*?orr, M. D., of Atlanta, Ga. 

Private J. T. K , Company C, 63d Georgia Reghpent, 

Semmes* Brigade, MoLaws 9 Division, A. X. Va., aged about 
thirty, dark hair, fair completion, and by ooetrpation, previous 
to inlistmeot, a farmer, received fn the battle of Sharpsburg, 
Md., a gun-shot wound through the buttock — the ball in its 
passage, dividing the gluteal nerve. Xo untoward symptoms 
supervened, until the Morning of the fi?th of September, ten 
days after the reception of the wound, at which time the patient 
reported to me with thefoUowing symptoms : Frequent spasms 
Of wounded limb, soreness, with eon traction of muscles of nape 
of neck, difficult deglutition, and slight trismus, bowels oonsti* 
pated. Ordered ol. rioinif 5 H 61. terebinth* f 3 L, to be Treated 
m four hours, shonld the first dose not act freely upon the 
bowels. 

Sept. 27th. — Saw the patient about 3 o’clock, P. M. Medi- 
cine has acted freely; symptoms of tetanus more prominent; 
spasms very severe and persistent; directed morphi® sulphas 
gr. iv., (fiat chart No. 4) one every three hours; sinapisms from 
ttape of neck to saeram. 

10 o 9 clock, P. M. — Tetanic symptoms fully developed— Pluro- 
thotonus; the abdominal muscles of wohnded side, conveying 
to the touch the impression Of .hard balls or lumps under the 
•kin; continue the morphine increasing the doses half grain. 

September 28th.— 4pasm more frequent and severe; flow of 
safiva frori mouth very profile* Constant attention bf t be 
nurse necessary to keep the patient on Us bed. Requested my 
friend, Dr. Morton, of Virginia^ to see the case with me Owing 
to the Clmoct hopeless condition of the patient, we decided on af 
heroic plan of treatment, viz: One draohm doses of Calomel to 
he repeated every three hours. 

10 o’clock P. M. — Has taken four doses. (Iir administering 
the calomel, the teeth were separated with a case knife, sufficient 
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to deposit the calomel on the tongue). Symptoms about the 
same. No action on the bowels; decided to postpone farther 
treatment until next morning. 

29th. — Patient has been up frequently through the night* from 
the aotiori of the medicine, .the operations consisting of blood, 
mucous, and billions matter; decided improvement in all the 
symptoms. _ 

12 o’clock M. — Medicine still acting severely; evacuations the 
same, though attended with more pain; more decided abate- 
ment of all the symptoms. Ordered sulph. magnesia 3 ss. 

5 o’clock P. M. — Since administering the ealts, does not ex- 
perience so much pain, when he goes to stool; slight ptyalism* 
Ordered chlorate potass 3 U., aqua fontana f 3 tablespoonful 
every four hours. 

Sept. 30th. — Patient badly ptyaUsed; tongue considerably 
swollen; mercurial fetor; ulceration of month, fauces, and 
tongue. Continue chlorate potassia, and the following wash to 
be used repeatedly through the. day: Creasote f 3 as., aqua ftm* 
tana f | x., pulv. aeaciae qs., fiat sol. From this date the pa- 
tient had no farther symptoms of tetanus, thongh at the time 
of his leaving the field infirmary, he was suffering severely 
from the effeota of the mercury-— so much so, indeed, that 
on his arrival at Fredrick City, Surgeon Horton, under 
whose care he was placed, found it necessary to leave him at , 
this place in 44 General Hospital ,” where he remained under 
treatment for some three or four weeks before be was able to 
proceed to Richmond for exchange. He continued to suffer 
from the effects of the mercury for some twelve or eighteen 
months after this time, but finally regained his wonted health, 
under the use of the iodide of potassium. Having com. 
mAnced a report of this ease, with the view only, of laying the 
foots in connection thereof before your readers, I will not at* 
tempt to thectriae as to the “modus operands” of the remedy, 
bat leave them to make their own deductions from the foots as 
they stand reported. 
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ARTICLE Y. 

Case of Poisoning- bg 01 Boosting. : By Wm. O’Daniel, M. 

D., of Marion, Ga. 

On the 17th of May last, at 10 o’clock A. M., I was called 
to see Mr. ty, a gentleman 32. years old, of feeble constitu- 
tion. Upon my arrival, I was informed by his wife, that, 
aboat half an hoar previously, he had been stung by a toe, 
on the right ear (belix).^ The sting was immediately re- 
moved, after which patient was troubled with nausea aud 
occasional emesis, which continued to grow worse. After 
giving patient a careful and thorough examination, I found 
his condition to be as follows : Irrational, heart’s action 
much enfeebled, breathing exceedingly difficult and sterto- 
rous, profuse flow of sajiva, face considerably swollen, body 
partially covered with dark spots ^-morC especially the face 

and neck: extremities cold. 

9 | 

I made use of the following : Sinapisms to extremities, 
morphia J gr., brandy and water pro re nata. In one hour 
patient could speak rationally, and complainod of a most 
excruciating pain in the epigastric region, chilly sensation, 
burning in fauces, and incessant nausea. 

Mr. B. states that he has been stung by bees frequently 
during his life, and never suffered any unusual pain until 
about a year ago, when he was stung on the left orbital 
ridge, which produced very alarming effects : he was again 
stung on the end of the little finger, about three months 
ago, which caused much more intense suffering than before. 
The symptoms were similar in each instance. 

By 4 o’clock P. M., Mr. B. was up, though much ex- 
hausted. Circulation 80 per minute. The point of injury 
presented no very unnatural appearance : it was red and a 
little swollen. 

■ V 
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On a Case of Extra- Uterine Pregnancy : with Clinical Re- 
marks, — Favorable Termination. By Robert Gkeenhalgh, 
M. D., Physician- Accoucheur to St. Bartholomew’s Hos- 
pital, and Lecturer on diseases 9f Women and Children; 
Consulting Physician to the. City of London Lying-in 
Hospital, etc. 

The infrequency of extra-uterine pregnancy, the difficulties 
usually attending' its diagnosis, the dangers present and pro- 
spective with which it is surrounded, and the insufficiency of 
all means hitherto devised for its arrest and safe termination 
will, I trust, be deemed sufficient grounds for occupying your 
time with the details of the following case, and with some 
reflections having a practical bearing upon this important 
class of cases. 

On the 4th of last October, I was hurriedly summoned to 
the bedside of a lady who, I was informed, was suffering 
from the effects of extra-uterine pregnancy. 1 learnt, on my 
arrival at the house, that a general practitioner in the neigh- 
borhood had been hastily applied to on account of the patient 
having been seized with sudden acute pain, like cramp, in 
the lower abdomen. After a careful investigation, he some- 
what indiscreetly informed the patient of what he believed 
to be the nature of the case and the danger of her condition, 
which so alarmed her and her husband, that they at once 
requested his withdrawal, on the score that so grave a case 
required a special practitioner I found the lady very pal- 
lid and greatly agitated. 6he was twenty-six years of age, 
and hadneen married just six months ; had passed four cata- 
menial- periods, never hairing once “ missed ” since the estab- 
lishment of that function, wnich had always been perfectly 
normal. About two months and a half ago she began to be 
very sick in the morning, when, after violent retching, she. 
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brought nothing bqt mucus, occasionally mixed with a little 
bile, off her stomach ; she was never without a feeling of 
nausea, which, however, did not materially interfere with 
her appetite. Two months ago her breasts became tender 
and began to swell, and she noticed the nipples enlarging, 
and aronnd them the skin becoming gradually darker ; some 
small “ pimples ” at the same time making their appearance, 
she thought more marked on the left breast. Three months 
ago she experienced pain in the left groin and labimn, some- 
times extending to the inner and upper part of the thigh, 
which she described as a “ bursting ” sensation, accompanied 
at times, especially on exertion, with considerable irritability 
of the bladder and rectum. These symptoms gradually in- 
creased up to the time of my visit, when she was in the 
greatest suffering, so much increased by the slightest move- 
ment that she dreaded to shift her position. Having ascer- 
tained these facts 1 examined her breasts, which manifested 
all the usnal characteristics of the pregnant condition at the 
third month, so ably depicted l>y Montgomery. Being 
placed on the back 1 proceeded to examine the abdomen, 
the parietes of which were thin and flaccid, when she 
screamed with agony, especially when pressure was made 
over the left iliac fossa. 

Finding it impossible to make an accurate investigation, ' 
she was subsequently placed under the influence of chloro- 
form, the bladder and bowels having been previously evac- 
uated, when the nates were brought close to the edge of the 
bed, the thighs being flexed upon the abdomen, and her head 
propped up with pillows. The abdomen was tympanatic, 
except in the left iliac fossa, a little above and below Pou- 
part’s ligament, where there was a sense of resistance and 
slight dullness on percussion; a bruit could be distinctly 
heard about that region. Per vaginum, the vagina was 
somewhat elongated, the rugae ill-developed; the cervix 
uteri slightly raised, enlarged and spongy to the touch ; the 
margin of the os, granular to the feel and yielding. Thp 
cervix was driven to the right of the pelvis, the left being 
occupied by a round, ill-defined, elastic swelling, merging 
into the surrounding textures, which, upon pressure being 
made by the left hand, conld be brought more easily within 
reach of the finger. 1 fancied more than once that I could 
detect something like a feeble bailottemerU. The uterus was 
slightly movable. At this stage of the investigation 1 was 
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convinced of the existence of pregnancy, but that there was 
no embryo in the uterus. I therefore ventured carefullv to 
introduce a sound into that viscus, which passed easily three 
inches in the normal direction, clearly proving that the 
uterus was increased in size. Per rectum, I could trace out 
the enlargement lying anteriorly and to the left of the canal, 
the uterus being forced over to the right of the pelvis. . I 
may here remark, that this investigation was conducted with 
the greatest gentleness, as I fearea the cyst might rupture, 
even with the most tender handling. The patient, being 
still partially under the influence of chloroform, was placed 
in a comfortable position, and the strictest quiet of mind 
and body was enjoined. I now informed her husband of 
the nature of the case and its hazards, confirming in every 
particular the opinion of the intelligent practitioner who 
nad preceded me, at the same time requesting a consultation, 
whicn he (the husband) declined, saying that ne was perfectly 
satisfied with the two opinions he had already had, and was 
ready to acquiesce in any plan of treatment I thought fit to 
recommend. I ordered a grain of morphia with cocoa-nut 
butter to be introduced into the rectum, an antispasmodic 
draught with hydrocyanic acid and small doses of morphia, 
ice and a tablespoonful of essence of meat to be adminis- 
tered from time to time. 

On the morning of the 7th of October, I was pleased to 
find that my patient had passed two tranquil nights, and 
was in no way suffering from the recent examination. She 
had vomited twice with but slight efforts, had passed water, 
and had a slight sanious discharge from the vagina, with a 
sensation of bearing down. Pulse 86, feeble; lips dry; 
complains of thirst ; skin slightly above the normal tempera- 
ture, but moist ; abdomen still tender. She had taken freely of 
meat-juice. Having thought over the case in all its aspects 
— the, prospect of the gradual development of the ovum, 
with its daily increasing vascular supply, and the more than 
probable ultimate rupture of the cyst, giving rise to fatal 
internal haemorrhage, — I determined to propose the punc- 
ture of the cyst through the roof of the vagina, and thus 
draw off the liquor amnii by means of a hair trocar and 
canula. Having fully explained to her husband the whole 
facts of the case and the method I proposed for its treatment, 

I gave him distinctly to understand that, although I had fre- § 
quently, and with the best results, introduced that instrument 
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into pelvic tumors, still I had had uo experience what- 
ever of its use, nor was I aware that it over had been pro- 
posed, in a case similar to the one under discussion. Gro- 
over, I stated that in the event of a consultation being: held 
to determine the advisability of such a proceeding, l was 
fully prepared to meet with the stoutest opposition. Not- 
withstanding, I strongly urged a consultation, with the view, 
as I stated, of sharing the responsibility with another, he, 
however, declined to accede to my request. 

At ten o’clock on the morning of the 8th I found my pa- 
tient more comfortable, with less pain and tenderness in 
the abdomen, but much distressed by retching every now 
and then ; she was, however, anxious to submit to the opera- 
tion I proposed, and about which her husband had given her 
every information. Having carefully placed her in the or- 
dinary obstetric position, I guided with the index-finger a 
long hair trocar and canula to the most accessible and de- 
pending part of the swelling, while gradual and firm pres- 
sure was made, by means of a large sponge, upon the left 
iliac fossa, so as to bring the tumor close against the roof of 
the vagina and within easier reach. I now plunged the 
trocar with canula firmly against the tumor, into which they 
entered to the extent of an inch, when, upon withdrawing 
the former, about fifteen drachms liquor aranii, slightly 
tinged with blood, escaped through the canula. I may here 
remark that when flowing, pressure on the abdomen was 
gradually discontinued, with the view ot preventing the in- 
gress of air. For a week my patient continued to progess 
most satisfactorily; the sickness and nausea, tenderness and 
pain, had gradually subsided, the breasts were decreasing in 
size,, she was regaining her appetite, and her nervous agita- 
tion had almost wholly ceased ; in short, to use her own ex- 
pression, “ she was quite another woman.” On examining 
the left iliac fossa, it was found nearly, if not quite, as reso- 
nant as the right ; there was no longer any sense of resis- 
tance to the touch, and she could bear tolerably firm pres- 
sure without flinching. The uterus had somewhat descended 
in the pelvis, and had assumed a more central position ; and 
in place of the semi-eltastic and round swelling, a hard, ir- 
re gnlar, well-defined, and slightly movable boay could be 
felt to 1 he left of that viscus. 

She continued to improve up to October 27, when she was 
seized with a rigor, followed by pains in the hypogastric 
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region of a paroxysmal character, accompanied with vomiting, 
acceleration of the pulse, and some neat of skin. These 
symptoms continued for about four hours, when a sanious 
discharge from the vagina made its appearance. During a 
severe paroxysm of pain some coagula were expelled, togeth- 
er with what proved to be, on careful examination, a portion 
of decidua, shortly after which she experienced almost per- k 
feet immunity from pain. From this time the discharge 
gradually ceased, having lasted five days ; in fact, it was a 
menstrual period. 

Oh the 3d of November last, I again made a careful va- 
ginal examination, when I found the uterus nearly in its nor- 
mal position and approaching its natural size. I could 
scarcely discover any trace of the extra-uterine swelling. 

Nov. 6th, 1866. — The patient is fast regaining her strength, 
and is not conscious of any discomfort in or about the pelvis. 

March 5th., 1867. — She is now in perfect health, having 
menstruated four times somewhat more freely than usual, 
but without pain. 

It may now be interesting and instructive to you, gentle- 
men, if 1 append some few particulars of great practical im- 
portance connected with this subject. Dr. Campbell, in his 
excellent and critical monograph on Extra-Uterine Gestation, 
remarks : “ After the extinction of its (the foetus’s) life, the 
foetus has remained a long serieB of years in the abdomen 
of the parent with little inconvenience to her.’ 1 He, how- 
ever, suggested no method by which the progress of devel- 
opment can be arrested and such a result affected. Dr. 
Churchill says, “ the child dies soon after the rupture of the 
cyst in most cases.” Dr. Murphy remarks, “ the treatment 
of such cases is out of our reach. Dr. F. H. Ramsbotham 
states, “ Our treatment must depend entirely on the symp- 
toms, and must be directed to tne relief of pain and assist- 
ing nature in her efforts to get rid of the ofrendmg mass ;* 
and further, “ It cannot be necessary to lay down any rule 
of treatment for those cases in which the cyst bursts and 
contents pass into the abdominal cavity, because such are 
almost always rapidly fatal.” Oazeau reniarks: u When 
left to itself, an extra-uterine pregnancy will generally ter- 
minate in a rupture of the cyst This rupture, which is 

usually spontaneous, alwaysgi ves rise to extremely grave phe- 
nomena.” And under the head of treatment, he observes : u It 
is evident that no operation could be attempted in the earlier 
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months of pregnancy, even if we should be fortunate enough 
to ascertain with certainty thit the ovule was not developed m 
the uterus.” Dr. Hodge says, “ In some cases the ovum per- 
ishes early, and the excitemert and irritation diminish, and the 
embryo may remain encysted in its own membranes, not only 
for days or months but for years.” This author further states 
that 44 the second termination is the rupture of the sac, the 
death of the feetus, and usually the death of the mother from 
hemorrhage or inflammation” Again : 44 0f all terminations, 
where the embryo perishes sarly, and is encysted in its own 
membranes, is by far the most favorable; as the tumor is 
small, and very little irritation is produced.” Further : 44 It 
has been suggested to adopl measures as early as possible to 
destroy the fife of the feetusin extra uterine pregnancies, and 
thus to escape the accumulative dangers from rupture, haemor- 
rhage, or inflammation consequent upon its continued de- 
velopment;” adding, 44 the morality of this practice need not 
be defended, for it may be assumed that the child mu6t sooner 
or later perish.” And he records that in 1857 M. Bachetti 
of Pisa said that he had acually succeeded in destroying the 
life of the foetus by electro-juncture, by inserting two needles 
into the sac and directing tirough them an electro-magnetic 
current. 

I need not occupy more of your time by a further array 
of authorities to prove the dangers of these cases and the 
unsatisfactory treatment hitherto had recourse to. 

Experience has demonstrated, amongst others, two most 
important facts : firstly, thtt in those cases in which the em- 
bryo perishes early, little or no further danger or evils need 
bo apprehended ; and secondly, that where its development 
is thus arrested, especially wnen enclosed within its own 
membranes, no more favorable issue could be desired. 

It will be generally adm.tted that where the liquor amnii 
is discharged, either sjxmtaneouslv or artificially, at an early 
period of gestation, embryonic life is almost if not quite cer- 
tain to be extinguished, and the growth of the involucra ar- 
rested, and thus all fear of over-distension and ruoture of 
the sac will be avoided. It may also be fairly conceded that 
the puncture of cysts abmt the cavity of the pelvis by 
means of a hair trocar and canula is rarely or never attended 
jdth serious results, especially if care be taken not to ex- 
haust the sac by pressure upon the abdomen, thus avoiding 
the ingress of air. But i; may be asked, — Is the diagnosis 
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of extra-uterine pregnancy always bo certain that we dare 
venture to introduce a trocar fato a growth the nature of 
which may be so questionable ? Doubtless, the diagnosis of 
these cases is frequently most obseure — nay, impossible ; still, 
assuming the enlargement to be lue to one or more of those 
growth usually found within thfr pelvis — such as pelvic ab- 
scess, haematocele, cyst of the broad ligament, ovarian drop- 
sy, fibro-cystic tumor, &c., — so much light would thereby, m 
all probability, be thrown upon the nature of the case as to 
determine our diagnosis, prognoris, and rational treatment, 
and in some few cases even more— the puncture may be, and 
has been, the very bieans by whisk the disease has been re- 
lieved, and in some instances curkl. 

If, then, we consider the danger of these progressive cases 
of extra-uterine pregnancy on the one hand, and the harm- 
lessness of the means proposed aid adopted for their arrest 
on the other, I think 1 am justified in assuming that, where 
an early diagnosis is made, the evacuation of the liquor am- 
nii by the hair trocar will be fouid a safe, easy, and efficient 
means in lessening or altogether averting the dangers of 
these hitherto alarming and fatal cases. It may be said that 
I have somewhat too nastily brought this case before your 
notice, and that evils may yet arise which might prove that 
the practice adopted is not so vahable and worthy of imita- 
tion as lias been assumed. I am most anxious to guard my- 
self against any such imputation, as 1 am fully aware that 
nothing is more damaging to the Cause of medicine than the 

E ublication of so-called successful cases before sufficient time 
as elapsed to test the efficacy of any plan, especially a new 
one, resting, as in this instance, upon the case only. Still if 
any one will well and impartial^ consider and. weigh the 
whole facts of this case previous to the improvement — aye, 
more, the 6peedy and complete disappearance of all the 
symptoms subsequent to the operation^ and the physical 
changes which have sinca occurred I trust I shall be acquit- 
ted of anything like precipitancy in the matter, and that 
this case, at least, will be emphatically declared a complete 
success. — Lancet , . 
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Four Children at a Birth, veraginlg Jive pounds each; all 
lining and well, and nursg the mother. By C. S. Faust, 
M. D., Graham’s TurnO, South Carolina. 

Some few weeks ago, tl following letter was received 
from a graduate of the Nr York University, dated Gra- 
ham’s Turn-Out, March 7^] nesting any remarks which I 
might think proper to ma, in reference to the interesting 
case which he details. Acrcfingly, after reading the case, 
I thought it of sufficient portance to the readers of your 
journal to give it in full, airesented to Dr. Faust. I nave 
also taken the liberty of sling my comments on the same. 

I anur, very truly, 

Gunning S. Bedford, M. D. 

Graham’s Turn-Out, S. C., 1 
March 7, 1867. j 

Prof. G. F. Bedford, 66 Eh Avenue, New York : 

My Dear Doctor, — I ha just visited a lady who has been 
delivered of four healthy ail children at one birth. One 
of the children was born cthe 26th of last February, at 11 
o’clock, a. m., the other thj were born on the following day 
(27th,) between the hourof 6 and 8 o’clock, a. m. There 
was but one placenta, whh was square ; cord attached to 
each corner. The motheis just twenty-five years of age, 
and is doing well. All 6 children nurse the mother, and 
will average five pounds ch in weight. 

Thinking, perhaps, thafou had not seen such a case re- 
cently, ana especially whe all the children were living and 
doing well, I deemed it it duty, as an old student of yours, 
to inform you of the faefts obstetrics was always your fa- 
vorite branch. Please lone know what you think of such 
cases, and how often theyccnr. 

I main yours, very truly, 

d. J. Faust, M. D. 

REPLY. 

( Fifth Avenue, New York, ) 
March 20th, 1876. j 

My Dear Doctor — Yo' very kind letter of the 7th instant 
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I received with much interest. le case of quadruple birth 
which you described is, indeed, imarkable one. You ask 
me “ what I think of such cases, Id how often they occur?” 
Well, I tell you very frankly, thafc mr children at one birth, 
and all “ living and doing well,” &,v be regarded as among 
the extremely rare phenomena of > lying-in room. I myself 
have never met with an instan of such fecundity — the 
richest reproductive result in n practice being once, an 
example of triplets, two of the fants, with the mother, 
surviving ; the third was still-bor It has been my fortune 
to bring thirty-three twins intc lie world, one of which 
cases I will briefly mention, as illtrating the fact that the 
procreation of twins seems peculiajo certain individuals and 
families. Some years ago I atten 1 a lady in child-bed with 
twins. This lady I confined thr( times successively with 
twins. She married a German genl tnan. Her husband was a 
twin, and his aunt on the mater l side I delivered twice 
consecutively of two children at e 1 birth. 

It would seem that a twin pregi icy occurs in the varying 
proportion of one in sixty to one in : lety-five cases. Madame 
La Chapelle records, that in 37,4 births that there were 
36,992 single deliveries, 444 instai 5 s of twins, and but five 
cases of* triplets ; and it is an intei ting fact that in 108,000 
births in the Hotel Dieu, and M* rnite of Paris, from the 
years 1761 to 1826, there was not le example of quadruple 
gestation. In 129,172 deliveries the lying-in hospital of 
Dublin, there were 2,062 cases of rins ; 20 of triplets ; and 
but one instance of a quadruple hi h. Haller (Pbysiologia, 
929), observes, “ non rarofemina g linos foetus pant / rarius 
paulo tree , neque unquam supra qu que. 

Among British practitioners, in 57,935 births, according 
to Dr. Churchill, there were 343 ci es of twins, or about 1 in 
75, and 43 cases of tripulets, or in 5,561i; among the 
French, in 38,400, there were 336 tses of twins, or 1 in 108, 
and 67 triplets, or 1 in 6,568 ; amc g the Germans, in 3 69,- 
080, there were 4,239 c$ses of t\ as, or 1 in 87, and 38 of 
triplets, or 1 in 9,765. Taking th( whole, we have 666,424 
cases, and 8,006 of twins, or 1 in 81 and 87 cases of triplets, 
or 1 in 7,443. 

The following is presented as i le rate of mortality : In 
1,298 cases of twins ( i . e . 2,596 chi Iren), 636 were lost, or 
about 1 in 4 ; and of 12 instances of riplets (i. e. 36 children), 
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11 were lost, or 1 in 3. The mortality to the mother in twin 
cases has been oompnted as 1 in 20. 

Ihe general rnle is, that in plural pregnancy, each foetus 
possesses its own membranes and placenta ; and in this par- 
ticular, it stimulates a single gestation, with the exception 
that sometimes there will be an inosculation of blood-vessels 
between the different placentae. On the other hand it will 
occasionally, though rarely, happen that there is but one 
after-birth for the two.children ; and it has been suggested 
by Dr. Tyler Smith, that, in these latter instances, tne one 
ovule has contained two yelks, and two germinal vesicles, as 
is sometimes observed in the case of birds — one egg with a 
double yelk producing two individuals. The foetuses in 
plural pregnancy are usually smaller than whon there is one 
child in vitro, and there is, also, a strong predisposition to 
premature delivery. When there are more than two, the 
expulsion is still more apt to be premature, and the children 
rarely survive beyond a short time. It must, however, be 
admitted that there are well authenticated exceptional exam- 
ples of the reverse of this latter rule. Dr. Collins cites, 
within his own knowledge, two instances of triplets having 
arrived at the full period of utero-gestation, ana were reared 
healthy children. 

In the great majority of cases in twin-births, statistics 
show that the second child is delivered, by the resources of 
nature alone, from fifteen to thirty minutes after the birth of 
the first. In 212 instances recorded by Dr. Collins, in which 
the interval is accurately marked, in 38, it was five minutes ; 
in 29, ten minutes ; in 48, fifteen minutes ; in 23, tweiity 
minutes ; in 30, half an hour ; in 5, three-quarters of an hour ; 
in 16, one hour : in 8, two 1 hours ; in 3, three hoore ; in 2, six 
hours; in 1, seven hours; in 1, eight hours; in 1, ten hours; 
in 1, twenty-four hours. 

In plural pregnancy, it will occasionally happen that one 
foetus is healthy, and perfectly developed, while the other 
bears evidences of an early arrest in its growth, and may be 
either living or dead. This fact is very satisfactory proof 
that the lives of the two children are quite independent one 
of the other. Again, both children may be fully developed, 
and alive, but one much larger than the other. Cases such 
as I have just mentioned, may very naturally give rise to 
the idea of super-f (station, and have been attempted to bo 
explained by some writers exclusively upon this hypothesis ; 
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but superfatted ion, in my judgment, is not at all necessary 
for the elucidation of the phenomena — they may exist inde- 
pendently of any such influence. For example: this ine- 
quality may be due either to some original defect in one pla- 
centa or funis, or ,in one of the foetuses ; or it may result 
from compression exercised in utero by one child on the 
other. Theref can be no doubt of the occasional operation of 
either of these influences. 

A plural pregnancy does not necessarily imply that the 
labor will not be natural ; on the contrary, nature, unless 
there should be some complication, such as malposition of 
the foetus, will be adequate to accomplish the delivery, 
through her own unaided resources. The labor, however, as 
a general rule, will be more protracted, because the uterus, 
having been subjected to a greater degree of distension, loses 
in proportion its contractile tonicity, and therefore a longer 
period is needed for the achievement of the process. And, 
also, when there is more than one foetus in utero, the organ 
can not concentrate its power as in a single gestation. 

The following table, exhibiting presentations of the foetus 
in 808 labors with twin children, has been constructed by 
Prof. Simpson from the returns of twin births, as observed 
in the Dublin and Edinburgh Lying-in Hospitals, and among 
the patients of the London Maternal Charity : 


Reporter. 

Total 

number of 
Cases. 

Number of 
Head Pre- 
sentations. 

No. of Pel- 
vic Presen- 
tation. 

No. of 
Transverse 
Present* 'ns 

Clarke 

120 

78 

53 


Collins 

449 

809 

133 

7 

Hardy «fc McClintock 

190 

122 

532 

23 

25 

62 

6 

Ramsbotliam 

772 

30 

48 

221 

7 

19 

Simpson 


Reid 

22 

1 



Total 

1,615 

1,084 




496 

83 

ProDortions amons twin children 


67 in 100 

1 in 3 

1 in 49 

Proportions among all births • | 

96 in 100 

1 in 81 

1 in 224 


And now, mv dear Doctor, I must close this letter, trust- 
ing that it will not be altogether without interest to you. 

You certainly have accomplished something to be proud of; 
and I am much pleased tnat you have added to your little 
State of South Carolina four males. 

Believe me to be, most truly yours, 

Gunning S. Bedford, M. D. 
—Correspondence of New York Medical Record . 
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Epilepsy Treated by. Lactate of Zinc. By 0. F. Hast, M. 

D., Chicago. 

In looking over some notes on my early reading, I find a 
memorandum of Dr. Herpen’s remedy for epilepsy, by 
which he has made some complete cures. The remedy is 
the lactate of zinc. In Bix months from four to nine ounces 
were given. (See Medico Chirurgical Journal of 1857, pages 
384 and 385.) 

I was so forcibly strnck with this report at the time, that 
I concluded to give the remedy a trial the first opportunity 
offering. In the winter of 1859-60, such did occur. Hav- 
ing been appointed Assistant Physician to the Western Asy- 
lum for Lunatics in Kentucky, and there being many epi- 
leptic cases in the establishment, I got the consent of tne 
Superintendent to try the zinc treatment on some of the 
younger and most robust. 

Thero were first selected five. The dose given was, at the 
commencement, one grain three times daily, and that before 
each meal. In these cases, the spasm came on once or twice 
a month, and continued for several days, always leaving a 
prostrated condition in the patient. These chosen patients 
were placed under treatment at different stages of the dis- 
ease, or else of the attack ; before, during, or immediately 
after recovery, and, in all, with a decided benefit. The 
paroxysm came on less frequently, and milder in their effects, 
leaving them in a stronger and more healthy condition than 
before — some would pass as many as three or four months 
without a recurrence. 

We were thus induced to try it on all the patients in the 
asylum (epileptic of course), and they were very numerous, 
there being some 240 in the hospital. The result was an im- 

{ >rovement in all, though not so marked as in those first se- 
ected for experiment. These first were all young, none had 
been affected over six years, and none less than three. 

Then we tried the sulph. atropine, but though the result 
was not so successful, there was a perceptible improvement 
in the cases in which it was used ; indeed, in some one or 
two cases the effect seemed to be better. 

Then, I was induced to combine the zinc and atropine, or 
rather, the zinc'and belladonna, in these proportions: — Zinci 
lactas grs. xxx., ext. belladoh. grs. viij. M. et F. in pil. 8. 
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One before each meal. This proved more efficacions than 
either separately* and in no case have I ever used it without 
effectually controlling the paroxysm^ in from 24 to 48 hours. 

In 1861, whilst I was connected with the institution, one 
of the female patients, 27 or 28 years old, who had been 
affected from childhood and had suffered severely, whose 
mind was almost gone, never passing a week without a 
paroxysm, which frequently lasted a week, the spasms re- 
occurring so rapidly that it was difficult to say when they 
commenced ana when they ended. In one of these attacks, 
commencing during the night, and continuing all night, in- 
creasing in frequency and foroe, I gave these pills of zinc 
and belladonna. The first, I gave myself, opening the mouth 
and, by means of a spoon, passing it beyond the epiglottis. 
The nurse was directed to repeat the dose in three hours. 
Before the fourth pill was given there was considerable 
abatement of the paroxysm. 

I tried it several times that summer, upon her and upon 
others, with like success; and again, in 1863-4 upon the 
same case, with the same effect. 

. On the 3d of May, 1863 I was called to see a pregnant ne- 
gress with puerperal convulsions. I prescribed opium and 
assafoetida, not having the zinc, but with little success. Not 
able to find the zinc, I did find the belladonna, and used it 
in combination with assafoetida, with happy result, the sec- 
ond dose materially lessening the force of the attack, and 
the third relieving her for several hours, when they again 
returned, but not with the same force or frequency. I 
turned the faetus and delivered a fine, healthy male child. 
The convulsions continued for 24 hours, but less frequent, 
and of a milder character ; then they subsided. 

I have never seen the remedy used in the earlier stages of 
the disease, nor have seen it persevered in more than three 
or four months. Whenever it has been used, to my knowl- 
edge, it has had a decidedly good effect ; and I am strongly 
of the opinion that much good may result from its use 
in the earlier stages of the disease. It certainly deserves 
a trial, and I would be glad if some of your many subscri- 
bers would give it a trial and report success . — Chicago Med. 
Journal. 
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On Syrup of Chloroform. By Mr. T. B. Quotes, F. O. 8. 

# * * It was in attempting the preparation of chloro- 
dyne, with a view of satisfying myself as to its reported diffi- 
culty of accomplishment, that I met with the facts forming 
the purport of this communication. 

It has been proved by experiment that chloroform is. solu- 
ble in water to the extent of two and a half minims per 
ounce, and that if a spirituous solution of chloroform con- 
taining a large proportion be added to water, the excess of 
chloroform soon finds its way to the bottom of the liquid, 
with which no amount of shaking will cause it to mingle 
sufficiently well to enable the dose to be accurately propor- 
tioned. * * * It occurred to me that if chloroform were 
reduced to exactly the same specific gravity as the syrup 
employed, by the addition of a liquid lighter than itself, mix- 
ture once effected would be permanent ; there could appa- 
rently be no tendency to separation if the theory admitted 
of being practically carried out. It was obviously a sine qua 
non that the lighter liquid should not be liable to be 
abstracted by the syrup, or the chloroform would inevitably 
be precipitated in the globular form, as in the case of chloric 
ether. 

I have succeeded in making such a mixture by reducing 
the specific gravity of the chloroform by means ot ether, ana 
shaking them with a definite amount of syrup. The chloro- 
form manifests no tendency to separation, even when present 
in the proportion of one-eighth, but a better form is that 
containing one-twelfth. 

The modus operandi is as follows Put into a twelve^ 
ounce bottle one ounce of chloroform and about three 
drachms of ether ; to the mixture add the same volumo of 
the syrup to be employed ; observe carefully the disposition 
of the fluids, the chloroform and ether will probably sink* 
then add guttaHm more ether until the two HquidSjOn being 
Bhaken together, appear indifferent as to their position in the 
system ; finally fill Up the bottle with syrup, and shake welt 
for a minute or two. 

The syrup should not be too dense, or it will be difficult 
to impart to it sufficient agitation to ensure the complete 
commixture of the fluids* The syrup should be composed 
of gum and sugar, of lione^ or treacle; syrup of sugar does 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


270 


Selections. 


not answer well, apparently on account of lacking viscosity. 

The syrnp, thus formed, has the same physicalpropertiee 
as chlorodyne, and like it, is readily miscible with water in 
any reasonable proportion, (one to seven) and soluble in 
the water where the proportion of chloroform is within the 
limits of its solubility. 

The advantages attending its use are these : 1. It does not 
need special precaution when being added to watery fluids, 
and in no case does it give rise to a deposition of large glo- 
bules of chloroform. 2. When added in excess of saturation, 
the undissolved chloroform is deposited in minute globules, 
which, after lying together for days, show no disposition to 
combine, but may by a few shakes be dispersed evenly 
through the liquid, forming an emulsion sufficiently perma- 
nent to enable a dose to oe measured without difficulty. 
(. London Pharm. Journal , June, 1864). ( Detroit Review of 
Medicine and Pharmacy). Journal of Materia Medioa. 


Animal Vaccination. 

The. French Academy of Medicine, the body to which is 
assigned the management of the public and gratuitous vac- 
cinations in Paris, and the distribution of lymph, has been 
for some time past engaged in practically investigating the 
claims of the practice of “ animal vaccination,” introduced 
into France from Nadles by M. Lanoix. At the last meet- 
ing of this learned body, M. Depaul read his report on the 
results of the investigation, the chief conclusions of which 
we subjoin. 1. The transmission of cow-pock by its inocu- 
lation from heifer <to heifer is obtained without difficulty. 
2. No accident occurred to any of the heifers from the fact 
of inoculation. 8. The three first heifers were inoculated 
by the Naples cow-pock, and forty-two others by that ob- 
tained from Beaugency. 4. The cow-pock 1ms lost none of 
its properties through successive inoculations. 5. The course 
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of the eruption has been more rapid on the heifer than on 
the human subject, the pimple appearing on the third day, 
and suppurating in the course of the seventh or eighth. 6. 
In sick neifers the pustules presented less development than 
in healthy ones. 7. The eruption was entirely confined to 
the inoculated spots. 8. Little or no reaction was observed. 
9. It would be easy, especially in great centres of popula- 
tion, to organize services for animal vaccination. 10. The 
auantity of lymph which each heifer can supply is sufficient 
for the most extensive service. 11. According to our expe- 
riments, syphilis is not conveyable to the bovme species by 
inoculation. 12. When taken under proper conditions, this 
lymph succeeds as frequently as lympn derived from an in- 
fant. 13. Taken later than the seventh day, it produces less 
satisfactory results. 14. It is not unusual after inoculation 
of infants with the cow-pock to find the portion of incubation 
prolonged, the eruption not manifesting itself until between 
the ninth and twelfth days. 15. Sometimes on the same in- 
dividual the pustules pursue an unequal and irregular course. 
16. The pustules obtained by this cow-pock are more volu- 
minous, and the phenomena of general reaction, especially 
at the period of suppuration, are more sensible than after 
human vaccination. 17. These manifestations have never 
taken on a serious character in any of the infants inoculated 
by ua, 18. The number of resulting, pustules is alike in 
both kinds of vaccination. 19. A single puncture has some- 
times given rise to the appearance of one, two, three, or 
even four pustules — a phenomenon which is of much rarer 
occurrence after human vaccination. 20. The cow-pock, like 
the lymph from the infant, often fails when it has been pre- 
served between glasses or in tubes, and in this respect human 
vaccination seems to possess some advantage over animal 
vaccination. Still, the cow-pock lymph whiem has been kept 
in tubes during a month has been successfully used, and 
specimens which have been sent to the provinces and abroad 
have furnished satisfactory results. 21. We have made too 
few trials of cow-pock for revaocination to be able to form 
an opinion. 22. Daring the prevalence of epidemics of 
smallpox, one or more inoculated heifers might be sent into 
the districts, which would supply all the lymph necessary 
for the vaccinations and revaccinations. — Med. Time* and 
Gazette. 

April 20, 1867. 
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Solvents /or Chdesterine , etc. By T. H. Bogklsb, M. D., of 

Baltimore. 

It k believed that chloroform (terchloride of formyl) and 
succinate of the peroxide of iron will be found superior to 
any other agents as solvents for cholesteric fat, whether in 
or out of the living body. Chloroform taken into the sto- 
mach for the solution of gall-stones contained in the gall- 
bladder, and the continued use of succinate of iron to control 
the fatty or cholesteric diathesis and thereby prevent the 
formation of other calculi, have been invariably found by 
the writer trustworthy and successful after an experience of 
twenty years. 

Turpentine and ether combined, as recommended by 
Durande, of Dijon, are the agents generally used as solvents 
of gall-stones; In regard to these remedies, we have only to 
say that a mass of cnolesterine immersed in turpentine for 
three weeks had undergone no sensible loss of weight at the 
end of that time, and that however soluble this substance 
may be in ether, chloroform must always be found preferar 
ble, sinee it not only acts as the most rapid solvent, but at 
the same time produces the ansesthesia so necessary for the 
relief of the anguish invariably attendant on an acute attack 
of biliary colic. 

In 1848 a mass of cholesterine of the size and shape of an 
ordinary sized hen’s egg was taken from the gall-bladder of 
a woman who had died at the Baltimore Almsnonse of some 
other affection. It was readily separated bv gentle traction 
with the fingers into seventy-nve irregularly quadrangular 
bodies about the size of an ordinary garden pea when dried. 
These were subjected, in separate vials, to every agent 
deemed capable of exerting on them a solvent influence. 
The mass 68 immersed in the various acid6, nitro-muriatic 
amongst others, had undergone no sensible loss of weight at 
the end of several weeks. Finally a mass, weighing several 
(grains, immersed in Edinburgh chloroform, underwent solu- 
tion in a few minutes, leaving only a friable refuse resembling 
the cinder of burned paper. 

Not long afterwards we were consulted in the case of a 
married lady, aged 38, the mother of five children. She was 
stout and strong, and had always enjoyed good health pp to 
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the time of the attack, Which was ushered in by paroxysms 
of pain in the right hyptohendriao region, amounting at times 
to positive anguish. f)n examination, an irregular indurated 
tttmor was feit through the walls of the abaotaen, directly 
over the inferior margin of the liver. For some days this 
case was believed to De the cafaoer of the liver, but as the 
paroxysms of pain were followed by jaundice, and the facies 
Of the patient was not that of cancer, a conjecture was formed 
that the indurated tumor in question might be produced by 
a distended gall-bladder filled to a greater or less extent 
With biliary calculi and protruding beybnd the inferior 
margin of the Mver. A teaspoonful of chloroform was given! 
by the stomach every hour while tne pain lasted, and a tea- 
spoonfol only after each meal for a period of five days longer, 
when the indurated tumor, before described, entirely sub- 
sided, affording Unmistakable evidence that the gall-stones, 
bone of which wOre found in the stools, had entirely dissolved 
but of the gall-bladder by the use of chloroform. About 
three months afterwards, this lady, who had enjoyed good 
health in the interval, was again seized with a paroxysm of 
anguish in the right hypochondriac region, owing evidently 
to a newly-formed gallstone lodged in the trumpet-shaped 
mouth of the Cystic duct. This being again dissolved by the 
use of chloroform, it WaB deemed desirable to administer 
some agent capable of controlling the cholesteric diathesis, 
and thereby prevent the further formation of biliary calculi. 
Seeing that the difficulty of dissolving gall-stones by any 
other agent than chloroform or ether grows otit Of the fact that 
cholesterine contains a very small amount of oxygen (from 
one and a half to two per cent., which is Jess than that of 
almost any other known substance), it seemed reasonable to 
suppose that a highly oxygenized compound Would he found 
tbe best for attaining the object in view. Accordingly, suc- 
cinic acid and peroxide of iron Were selected, on account of 
oxygen cbntained in both of them. The hydrated succinate 
of the peroxide of iron was prepared by the emihent chemist 
Dr. David Stewart, of Baltimore. The lady, whose case we 
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Dr. David Stewart, of Baltimore. The lady, whose case we 
Hj Wjuifl gtated, madb use of this salt as a permanent treat-. 

the Cholesteric ^diathesis. and therCby pib- 
feht the formation of gall-stones by destroying tiie raW 
material of which they are composed. She contained to 
take it for a period ofsht toonthe, and resumed if afterwards 
' •' 3 


Digitized by Google 


2H Selection 

in the following dose: 9 .—Hydrated succinate of the perox- 
ide of iron, § iss ; water, f 5 vies. — M. S- — A teaspoonful after 
each meal. She has had no recurrence of the attacks since 
she commenced the use of this salt, and enjoys excellent 
health at the present time. Three other cases, treated with 
chloroform were promptly relieved, s 
It is above all other agents the remedy for this disease, 
performing as it does the double work of a solvent and an 
anaesthetic. In all of these cases the succinate of iron was 
used as permanent treatment after the chloroform had done 
its work. One other case terminated fatally, in which, in 
consultation, this treatment was advised but not carried out 
The patient, a young and lovely married woman, Mrs. Z. P., 
residing at Sassafras, Eastern Shore of Maryland, aged 
twenty-one, was taken to a neighboring city to consult two 
deservedly eminent medical gentlemen, who told her she was 
much too young and full of health to have biliary calculi ; 
and one or them gave her Budct on JHseases of the IAmer to 
read as proof of the correctness of their opinion. They told 
her husband the previous attack was hysterical, and advised 
that she should live generously, and go to the opera every 
night by way of amusement. She did go to the opera eacn 
night, and eat a supper on returning to her hotel. The night 
of the last supper sne was seized, shortly after going to bed, 
with pain in the right side, and continued in great anguish 
until ten o’clock the following morning, when she died. A 
post-mortem examination disclosed a gall-stone about the 
size and shape of a common Alpine strawberry, which her 
husband sent me. 1 

After what has been demonstrated by H. Pence Jones and 
others in reference to the permeability of. tissues, there is 
every reason to believe that a sufficient quantity of chloro- 
form would pass into the gall-bladder through the interven- 
ing parts alone to dissolve but gall-stones, provided its nee 
were continued a sufficient length of time; but when we 
reflect that chloroform is taken directly from the stomach 
into the current of the circulation, and that a large portion 
of it is carried directly to the acini of the liver, where, ming- 
ling with the newly-formed, bile, it passes- with it ihto the 
gallbladder it fs easily seen that gall-stones may be dissolved 
with as inpeh Gpffamty an if tpey. had, been placed in a bath 
of cloroform opcode of the living body. ,j. 

The nse of succinate of irou may also be extended with 
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advantage to the treatment of leuco-phlegmatic subjects in 
whom there is a tendency to a redundance of fatty tissue, 
and when there is reason to suspect that a deposit of the 

f reat disorganize^ cholesteric fat, may be forming about the 
eart and arteries, or in other structures. The popular idea 
is that a man must be very well because he is very fat, 
when directly the reverse is often the case, adipose deposit 
being so frequently a form of structural degeneration of the 
tissues. It may be useful to persons having a tendency to 
obesity, and save them the necessity of carrying out the too 
rigid and often injurious Banting system of diet. 

The writer is not aware that this salt has ever been pre- 
pared by any one but Dr. Stewart and his brother J. Y. D. 
Stewart, of Baltimore, and it is perhaps important to state 
that it shonld be prepared in the hydrous state and kept con- 
stantly in a water-bath, for if dried it will never afterwards 
undergo a proper solution in water, but always form a gritty 
mixture. 

This paper is only intended as a small contribution to the 

E resent knowledge of the subject, for the benefit of many 
etter informed than the writer on this and all kindred topics, 
with the hope that they will communicate the results of their 
trials to the editor of the American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences. 


Digitized by Google 



276 


Editorial and MigoeBomeoUs. 

\ 


EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS* 


London, July 8, 1867. 

Db. J. M. JbnSsdrt. 

My Dedr Sir , — Of the tnafcy very cfevet* yofing medical 
mcu in London, Dr. Tilbury Fox is the moat eminent. He 
is one of the editors of the London Latooel, and is destined 
to attain great distinction, being yet only a little over thirty 
years old, a man of a high order of intellect and of mi boun- 
ded energy. His devotion to medicine is perfect, and his 
attainments already varied and extensive. I owe him many 
obligations for opportunities eiyoyed for prosecuting my re- 
searches here to the greatest advantage, and take pleasure 
in making the acknowledgment for the benefit of my young 
countrymen, who may hereafter come to this metropolis to 
improve their knowledge of medicine. I can pledge them 
a kindly reception from this affable gentleman. I have been 
particular to give you his name in full, because there are 
nearly as many Foxes in England as were once maltreated 
by Samson ; but, although there are two or three prominent 
men in the profession in London' by that name, there is but 
one Dr. Tilbury Fox. He devotes himself specially to dis- 
eases of the skin, upon which subject he has written two 
books, besides many able articles in the La/ncet. 

Through the civilty of Dr. Fox, I had an opportunity a 
few evening’s since, of being present at a meeting.of the 
Epidemiological Society ; and I have an engagement to at- 
tend with him a doctor’s picnic in the country, where, he 
assures me, I shall see something of English country life, 
and see the doctors on a frolic. This meeting is said to 
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have been the moat interesting held by the society during 
the whole medical session. Papers were peed by Dr. Lyons 
and Dr. Mapother, of Dublin, end Mars ton, of the Army 
Medical Department, on an epidemic which is, at present, at- 
tracting much notice in this country. It has been variously 
styled “the blade death,’* “the black fever,” “spotted 
fever,” and “ eerebro-epinal meningitis,” to give np other 
names, sod the character; and treatment of the epidemic 
remain unsolved problems. The chief symptoms point to 
sadden blood poisoning, wbidh is followed by inflammation 
of the brain and its meninges, with liqnofaetion of the blood. 
The vital powers are suddenly depressed, delirium and loss 
of oonadoneaess supervene, purple blotches occur over the 
skin, spasm of the muscles cornea on, followed by a livid 
countenance, coldness of the body, and death at an early 
date. 

Dr. Lyons, when the epidemic appeared in Dublin, a year 
ago, pronounced it a new thing, and felt that he had a novel 
affair to deal with. Some cases have lately occurred in 
London, sad the profession has been stirred up to a very en- 
ergetic investigation of the malady. The .discussion which 
followed the three able papers at the Epidemiological Soci- 
ety, was highly, interesting. The faot that the disease had 
appeared in the United States was adverted to, and many 
statistics connected with its spread in Ireland were given, 
Its mortality has everywhere been appalling. Of twenty- 
five attacks in one region, nineteen were fatal. In all Ire- 
land, 43 have died oat of. 76, or more than SO per cent 
There is no reason ( to believe the disease contagions. It 
manifests a partiality for children ; and it was stated in the 
comae of the evening, that the “ purples ” in hogs have, in 
ad parte of the world, been coincident with the disease- 

lie idea has been repeatedly advanced, that this disease 
has a dose relation to scurvy; but the discussion showed 
that there was no solid ground, for the opinion. It was also 
shown that it differs essentially from typhus fever, with 
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which it has been confounded. Dr. Jenner, the President 
of the society, pointed ont the differences between the two 
diseases in a conclusive manner, typhus seldom attache 
children, and when it does, can hardly be said to be a fatal 
affection. In typhus, the progress is slow, and inflamma- 
tion of the brain is seldom found ; while the suddenness of 
the seizure, and the early occurrence of “ spots,” and speedy 
dissolution, serve to distinguish the new disease from the 
old. 

The President, after the admirable papers had been read 
and commented upon by the numerous members, remarked 
that there was “ a medical gentleman present from America, 
ho understood, and hoped he would favor the Society with 
his knowledge on the subject of this disease.” After so 
courteous an introduction, I could not decline making some 
remarks, and stated, among other things, some reasons why 
I thought the disease had nothing scorbutic in it. I referred 
to the fact, that during the civil war, when there was great 
scarcity of vegetable food, and insufficient food of all sorts 
in the Confederacy, much of the time, and coincidently with 
this, mueh scurvy, no spotted fever occurred. At Corinth, 
for example, where we lost thousands of men from scorbutic 
diarrhoea and dysentery, and fever diagnosed typhoid, we 
had no spotted fever. In regard to the epizootic diseases of 
the lower animals, which had been referred to in the discus- 
sion, I related a number of facts in which the members ap- 
peared interested. I allude to the “ purples ” or cholera in 
the hog, “ blind staggers,” and. the epidemics which have 
been so destructive of poultry in mapy regions of our 
country. The wide and fatal prevalence of (( hog cholera,” 
I stated, was one of the causes of the great scarcity of ani- 
mal food in the South during the war ; our people having 
been accustomed to rely chiefly upon the flesh of the hog 
for subsistence. Nothing can exceed the urbanity of our 
professional brethren in London ; and the consideration with 
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which they received my unpremeditated remarks, was pecu- 
liarly gratifying to a stranger. I am sorry that I cannot re- * 
port anything more definite with regard to the origin or 
the nature of spotted fever, and can give absolutely nothing 
with respect to its treatment that promises better results in 
future than thoso which have attended past efforts in that 
direction. 

The Sphygmograph — an instrument by which the arterial 
pulse is made to register Iteeflf upon paper — is attracting a 
great deal of professional attention' in this city. Two ex- 
ceedingly interesting lectures were delivered a Bhort time 
since in the theatre of the Royal College of Physicians, by 
Dr. Austie, one of the great medical men of London, on 
the prognosis and treatment of certain acute diseases, with 
special reference to the indications afforded by this instru- 
ment. Its use as an aid to prognosis in acute diseases, was 
explained ; and it was also shown that from its record of the 
pulse, valuable indications as to the use of alcohol might be 
derived. If the stimulant renders the pulse mote dicrotos 
and more rapid, it is injurious; if it makes it slower and 
less dicrotos, it does good. These important lectures will 
soon be published, and will attract unusual attention. 

Dr. Prothroe Smith has been industriously investigating 
the powers of a new anaesthetic, and has lately delivered 
some lectures on the subject, embodying a number of 
highly interesting facts. He has administered the tetra-cJdo- 
ride of carbon , with happy results in a variety of disorders. 

It is inhaled to the extent of a drachm, at intervals, and 
though the anaesthetic effect is transient, he has seen relid 
follow its administration in headache, dysmenorrhoea, chronic 
metritis, and hay-fever. He has also used it in labor, and 
the following is a summary of his experience in the various 
cases to which he has applied it. The tetra-chloride of car- 
bon will be found useful in removing pain in headache, 
dysmenorrhoea, tic doloreux, toothache, etc., and will be a 
valuable and safe means of mitigating the pains of labor, 
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without, apparently hindering rim natural efforts. In some 
cases of labor, it induces a: quiet sleep, and removes for a 
time the efforts of exhaustion of the nervous system. In 
hay-fever, the distressing local irritation is allayed by its 
vapor inhaled a short time. In many respects, Dr. Smith 
deems it preferable to chloroform — quite as safe, pleasanter 
to inhale, and producing the effect desired in a smaller quan- 
tity. - 

Insanity is said to b? ou the increase in some oouutrloaof 
Europe; and especially the form.of madness oaUed fcUy or 
tULe-madnegs, In 1881 there were only 184 cases in Prussia ; 
in 1866 there were 236. Instances of ambitious foUy have 
predominated* Among the parents Struck with this form 
of manim, there were five falae Napoleons (ILL), two false 
Popes, one President Lincoln, three Grand Dukes of Hol- 
stein, three Emperors of Mexico, eight Kings of Prussia, 
two Emperors of Austria, ope Count Bismamk, and ten Em- 
perors of Germany. 

The leotures of Dr. Anstie, of .which 1 have spoken, were 
attended by the leading practitioners of London, amongst 
whom I recognu^d Sir Thomas Watson, anther of the very 
popular work on the Practice of Medicine. An eminent 
medical man belonging to “ young medicine,” said to me, 
speaking of Sir Thomas, “ he is a darling old gentleman ; 
he is always attentive to young men in the profession, and 
encourages them and helps them along. Hebaa retired 
from practice, and doesn’t care for flue thing, but has come 
to hear the lectures out of compliment, fo Dr. Austin. Sir 
Thomas Watson is a stoat old gentleman, with mild, benig- 
nant face, immense head, sparingly fringed with white hair, 
and the whole language of his body folia you plainly fost 
he is “ a darling old gentleman.” 1 

Speaking of' this great author on Practice, reminds me of 
a compliment paid by Dr. Anstie, in his lectures, to our 
friend, Dr. Austin Flint. He spoke of him as “that exces- 
sively clover American physician of. course, using “ clever ” 
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ia Ike English sense. I find that, net -only ia Dr. AmUe’ai 
opinion, but with the profession generally in England, B(r> ; 
Flint’s book on Practice ranks infinitely higher than that, of ; 
Dr. Tanner. 

Of the ephygmograph, without attempting a full descrip- 
tion of it, it may, perhaps, be inteseaUng to say that it ia a 
small brass instrument, eight or ten inches long, which is 
fitted totbei wrist by elastic bands. A terer on top of the' 
instrument is maned by the pulsations of the artery, and on , 
tbe^tee wid of thia lever is a pen, which writes upon a pieoe : 
of smoked glass, moved along past the pen by machinery. 
Sometimes ink .a ad paper we used instead of the smoked 
glass. The lines drawn by the pen vary in irregularity 
with tite variations of the pnlae. 

One is. astonished at. some of the contrarieties of medical 
opinion in this groat oapitai For instance, there are ae- 
couchors here, of. good standing, who still oppose the jue of 
chloroform in labor, on scriptural grounds. They are re- 
garded, hotreVer; as fossils in the profession, and arc looked 
upon as cariosities, not authorities. 

Mr. Lane and Mr. Gaacoine, who were appointed by the 
Royal Medical and Ghkurgioal Society, to investigate syph- - 
ili&a&ion, have made a report which kills that most unpromi- 
sing operation dead. Henceforth, syphilization in England 
will only be named to bo denounced o t laughed Jfydm- 

phobization , or raMemakization would .be fully as popular, 
if some feuciful individual should, propose to prevent injury 
frpm mad-degs, or snake-bites, by inoculation. 

• . Xussrosn P. YAsmax, Jr. 


We are in receipt of the foljo-v^iag announcements of; 
Medical Leeturos; — . ; 

Berkshire Medical College — a Summer Medical School 
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in Pittsfield, Mass. — Commences the regular course of lec- 
tures 13th of June, and continues eighteen weeks. Hie lec- 
tures are conducted by six regular Professors, and three Ad- 
juncts. Fees for the coarse, $75.00 ; Diploma, $20.00 
Thirteen graduates last session. 

ffumbolt Medical College — St. Loais, Mo. — ’Has twelve Pro- 
fessors and four Adjuncts. The regular course will open on 
10th Sept, next, and continue seven months. Fees, $105 
for the lectures ; $20.00 for Diploma fee; and $20.00 fee for 
the summer course of two months, commencing 15th May. 
Four graduates at last session. 

Medical College of Virginia — Richmond, Va. — Has 8 
Professors — Opens regular course 1st October, and continues 
fire months; A summer preparatory course is held in the 
college, commencing 1st April, and ends the last of July. 
Fees for the regular winter course, $120; Diploma fee, 
$30.00. Sixty dollars is charged for the summer course, 
one half of which will be deducted from fees of the suc- 
ceeding winter course. Twenty applicants had the degree 
conferred at the last session. 

Rush Medical College — Chicago, 111. — Has 8 Professors — 
Commences its session 3d Oct., and continues eighteen weeks. 
A summer preparatory course commences 1st Wednesday 
of March. Fees for the regular course of lectures, $50.00; 
Graduation, $25.00. At the laet session seventy-one gradua- 
ted in this institution. 

Medical College of the State of South Carolina—' Charles- 
ton, 8. C. — Opens its next annual session the 1st of Nov., 
and continues four months. The Faculty consists of seven 
regular and six Adjunct Professors. Fees for the course, 
$105 ; Graduation, $30.00. Thirty-one received the degree 
at the end of the last session. 

Medical Department of the University of Louisiana— 
New Orleans, La. — Has 7 Professors — Commences its course 
about the 1st of Nov., and continues four months. Fees 
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for the course of lectures, (140; Graduation, (80.00. Seveuty- 
two graduates for last session. 

Washington University, Medical Department — Baltimore, 
Md. — Has 9 Professors — Opens the first course of lectures 
abont the 1st of Oct next, and continues fivB months. 
Fees for the course of lectures, (120 ; Graduation, (30.00. 
A summer course, supplementary to the regular winter 
course, commencing first Monday of April, and concluding 
the last of July, will be conducted by an Adjunct Faculty 
of seven Professors. 


The following, by Dr. R. Newman, one of the Committeo 
appointed by the “ Medical Society of tho State of Now 
york,” we publish with pleasure, hoping that such of our 
readers as have any information on the subject of “ consan- 
guineous marriages,” will communicateMt by letter to us, or 
directly to Dr. Newman of New York. 

We feel an earnest desire to promote, as far as in our power, 
an extensive statistical report on this subject. 


Sir, — 


118 W. Houston Street, 

Nenjo York, July, 1867. 


At the late meeting of the “ Medical Society of the State 
of New York,” it was resolved : “That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to investigate and report upon the result of consan- 
guineous marriages, &c.” 

If such marriages come under your observation, you will 
confer a favor by answering the following questions, and 
transmitting such report, before November next, to the 
undersigned, one of the Committee appointed : 
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1 . Nnms<*nitift r i8} and age x>f HUSBANJP, 

2. Nativity. 

3. Age when married. 

4. Constitution. 

5. Health, deformities, peculiar diathesis. 

6. Health of. his family, hereditary* diseases, deforrai- 

ties,,dse. 


7. Name (initials} and, age of WIFE. 

8. Nativity. '• ' 1 

9. Age when married. 

10. Constitution. 

11. Health, deformities, peculiar diathesis. 

12. Health of her family, hereditary diseases, deformi- 

ties, &c. 


13. How are the parties related to each other? 

14. How long married ? 

15. How many children, or sterility ? 

16. Abortions ; cause; how many, and at what period? 

17. Children died, at what ages and from what diseases ? 

18. The constitution, age and present health of livipg 

children, deformities, mental conditions, idiocy, cre- 
tinism, deaf, mute, blind, epilepsy, albinism, insane, 
&o, ' ■ ' 

19. Remarks and other information. 

Hoping to receive your co-operation for the advancement 
of medical scienee, 

I remain yours, most respectfully, 

ROBERT NEWMAN, M. D. 


We publish the following letter,' accompanied by a blank, 
for the report of any cases of Hepatic Abscess that may have 
presented itself. Feeling a desir e aid and encourage eu- 
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terpHsing investigators, we do so, hoping that ahy of 00 
readers who may hare had charge Of Snch eases will report 
them to Q8, so that we can arrange them on the blanks fur- 
nished. 

The nAihe, ago, color, sox and residence of the patient 1 b 
requested. Also, whether the AbsoMBwas etoOystod ) tbecr 
position tind tmrbbcr ; how the matter Waft dfeehhrgOd ;• thfe 
symptoms attending, and result 


Dear Dr.- 


Ciiccinnati, Omo. 


Will yon fill np the enclosed blank ahd return it to me at 
your earliest convenience. Tour report will be Suitably ac- 
knowledged in inf paper on the subject, which I desire to 
make up as quickly as I can. 

Respectfully, 

DR. WM. C ARSON, 

* Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Proceedings of the College of Physicians and Surgeons , of 

Louisville, on the death of Da. Robert J. Breckinridge, Jr. 

At a very full meeting of this body, on Monday evening, 
July 15th, Dr. D. W. Yandell addressed the Fellows as 
follows : 

Since our last meeting this community has been startled 
by the painful intelligence of the sndden death of one who 
was long a fellow of this college, and for many years held 
a high position in his profession in this city. Dr. Robert 
J. Breckinridge, Jr., died of apoplexy, in Houston, Texas, 
on the evening of the 8th 01 July. The mournful duty 
of making this announcement is, perhaps, justly mine. The 
deceased arid myself were play-fellows when children, were 
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schoolmates and fellow-students at a late period of our lives ; 
subsequently we were professors in the same institution, fi- 
nally we were surgeons in the same army, and always friends. 
Not a few of the other members of this college nave been 
associated with Dr. Breckinridge in the medical schools of 
Louisville ; to most he was known personally, and by all he 
was admired for his sterling qualities of head and heart. 
Pew men were so genial, so social as the deceased ; few so 
gifted by nature, so fitted to shihe in his profession. In, 
person he was noble ; in manners he was polished, affable, 
and dignified; his temper was generous, and his sense of 
honor pure and lofty. 

I beg to offer the following resolutions : 
jReeocvedj That in the death of Dr. Breckinridge, this 
College has lost a distinguished Fellow, the medical pro- 
fession one of its lights and ornaments, and society a mem- 
ber fitted by nature for eminent usefulness. 

Headved. That we sincerely condole with the parents and 
family of tne deceased in their deep affliction, and that the 
Secretary of the College communicate to them a copy of 
these resolutions. 

W. B. CALDWELL, President 
Coleman Rogers, Secretary. 


t 
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This Oil tfch hfidoviating purity and uniform excellence of which are 
guaranteed by Dr. Db Jongh, the standard authority on the subject of 
Cod Liver Oil, is of so hue a quality, and Its therapeutic action is mani- 
fested with such certainty and efficacy, that the most distinguished mem- 
bers of the Faculty in all parts of the world now justly regard this celebra- 
-ted preparation as incomparably superior to every other kind. 


Opinion of JONATHAN PEREIRA., M. D., F. R. B., F. L. 8. 
Prqfcssor at the University if London , physician to the London Hospital; Au- 
thor of “ Tbo Elements of Materia Medics and Therapeutics,” Ac., <fce. 

“My dear Sir,— I was very glad to hear from you, when I had the pleas- 
ure of seeing yPu in London, that ybu were interested commercially in 
Cod Liver Oil. It was fitting that the author of the best analysis ana in- 
vestigations Into the properties of this Oil should himself be the purveyor 
of this important modicine. 

“I feel, however, some diffidence in venturing to. fulfil your request by 
giving you my opinion of the quality of the On of which you gave me a 
sample ; because I know that no One can be better, and few so weft, ac- 
quainted, with, tho /physical and chemical properties of this medicine as 
yourself whom 1 regard as the highest authority on the subject 

“ I easK, however, have no hesitation about the propriety of responding 
to your application. The Oil which-you gave me was of the very finest 
quality, whether faith reference to /its color* Javor,or chemi- 

cal properties* bfid I amSatMdd thhffbt medicinal purposes no finer Oil 
can be produced. 

“ With my best wishes for your success, believe me, my dear sir, to be 

Very faithfhlly yoms, 

JONATHAN FftREtRA. 

“ Finsbury fljpaxre, 1851. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE I. 

Valedictory Address on behalf of the Faculty to the Gradua- 
ting Class in Atlanta Medical College, at the Annual 
Commencement, on Friday , August 30, 1867. By J. M. 
Johnson, M. D. 

Gentlemen op the Graduating Class. 

I have beeij honored with an invitation frdm your distin- 
goished teachers, to address you on this interesting Occasion. 
It is the most important one of your lives, because yon go 
forth under the sanction of the laws of Georgia, as Dodtdra 
of Medicine, prepared to commence the practice of the 
Healing Art ; and for this purpose, and to this extent, you 
tre recommended to the people, and to the bcothfcthood of 
medicine wherever the liberal Sciences are taught, .Ton go 
forth, therefore, from yonr Alma Mater, crowned wUhtthe best 
wishes and highest hopes of yonr teachers, the beard of 
trustees, and the citizens of Atlanta. And in the name of 
each and every one, I tender you an earnest God-speed in 
the. battle pf life yon are about to begin. 

; j;< . 
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The dream of age, is, when I was a boy. The dream of 
youth, when shall 1 bo a man. Many, in the sear and yellow 
leaf, looking back to the period of life from which you 
styrt to-day, would be but too happy, were it possible to be- 
gin life anew, so that profiting by their failures, and perhaps 
their errors and mistakes, they might add to their own happi- 
ness and that of others. But it is a well received maxim, that 
we are wise too late. The thoughtlessness of youth prompts 
the belief, that in attaining to manhodti, the ultima thvle of 
desire Vith the young, perennial flowers will cover his path- 
way, and new beauties and new charms regale him at every 
step. This delusion is dispelled by the stern events that 
meet him everywhere along the path of manhood. From 
to-day you begin to drink the bitter waters of experience in 
the capacity of practitioners of medicine. Hard and labo- 
rious as have been your struggles to meet the responsibilities 
of this hour, it will require harder and more laborious 
efforts still to fill, with credit to yourselves and benefit to 
your patrons, the new role in which your love of science 
calls you to act. Every friend of science must expect to be 
laughed at and even aspersed by the foolish, vain-glorious, 
and jealous. Such is the history of the past : A Cartha- 
genian boy, at the age of sixteen years, laid his hand upon 
his country’s altar and swore eternal enmity to Rome. He 
marched his army to her walls, and held her countrj for 
seventeen years. His sublime resolve placed him above the 
adulation of friends and the taunts of enemies. 

If you will enter upon your career with the sublime inspi- 
ration that earnestness of purpose always carries with it, 
you will be an honor to your distinguished faculty, to youf 
country, and to mankind. Under this pledge, which the 
acceptance of your diplomas leads me to infer, permit me 
to offer you a few thoughts on 

LIFE— ITS OBJECT. 

So vast are the ramifications of my subject, that I ap- 
proach it with unaffected diffidence ; nor can I nope to rise 
to the “height of the great argument.” 
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Man is so variously and so wonderfully endowed, approxi- 
mating angels in virtue, and demons in vice and orime, thkt 
but for ethical demonstration to the contrary, it would ap- 
pear that fate had irrevocably fixed his destiny. Bat tan* 
system of education, imperfect as it is, and our holy religioriy 
mingled, as is too often the case, with hypooricy and: Srtfb 
delity ; oar pilosophy tortured for convenience by pruifteht 
theorists from its rational teachings, — all demonstrate the per- 
fectibility of human nature to the point where infinite! love 
imputes the righteousness of the vicarious atonement, and 
transforms it from corruption to incorrnption. thaw 
fore, assume that life has been given for an object, and that 
object, continual progression. 

Life is made up of functions, which, in this oonnectiony 
we apply to the body; of faculties, which we apply to the 
mind ; and powers, which we apply to the soul. The bidy 
is a mass of matter, and without these co-existing principles,' 
would fall into immediate decay ; but with these manifesta- 
tions, it is a grand whole, and capable of indefinite program 
sion. 

The body, directed by the mind, looks to all the Cofltin-J 
, gencies that may surround it. It provides for day' and 
night, summer and winter, sickness and health; seeks re- 
freshment in food and drink, and restoration from tpil and' 
anxiety, in sleep ; provides for its safety in the face of dan- 
ger, cultivates an agreeable relation with every thing 
around it; moves in' the graceful dance; from the iittlef 
colony, it . peoples a continent, fells the sturdy dak, plants 
the vine and orchard, subdues the wilderness, ploughs 
file ocean, scales mountains, annihilates distance, carries 
burdens, builds cities, organizes governments, eredtatdonu- 
ments to perpetnate its glory, — and dies. This; is 'the -influx 
cnee of mind over matters. Thus are -its faculties excited, 
to exalt and adorn the rude abode assigned it by the grbsti 
Master, and over which it presides, and which it cbdtroisi’ 
But I hear the inquiry, does mind also pronlptjtb»evll (tasdaj 
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and deform and debase the picture yon have drawn by the 
blackest critaea ? I answer, unhesitatingly, yes. I hare the 
beiietf, and I state It fearlessly, but with all due reverence, 
that thb soul or spirit comes from God, and takes np its 
abode with every young life, and by its contact, makes the 
intellect or mind immortal, and becomes the imbodiment 
ofthe virtues of the good man, and Anally his entity. Bat 
to bim that fails to obey the great law of progress, or who 
fails by the way, it stamps the mind with immortality, and 
gives place to the fiend of darkness, which’ becomes bis per- 
son tad entity. The rejected soul, or spirit, thenceforth 
bedeitaet an accuser and witness, and no traverse can impair 
his testimony; for the “blood of the covenant has been ac- 
counted an unclean, thing.” 

Honae, the varied’ phaseB of human character, condition, 
add-crime. Here it weeps with misfortune ; there it strikes 
the aSsaSsin's blow: in one instance it exalts to heaven— in 
another it- drags down to hell ; brother lifts his hand against 
brother, father against son; kindness and cruelty, blessing 
and carsing. These are the scenes of every day life. But 
no: matter what the body may do, it has been impelled by 
that feeblty we Call the mind, to the execution of it. 

But the mild is also a pupil, and is under the direct guar- 
dianship of the ' soul or spirit. As soon as the period of 
adolescence dawns, the soul prompts the mind to inquire, 
Whence am If What are the relations I bear to every 
thing around me? Who is God, and where is his habita- 
tion f Metaphysics, the starting point of knowledge, is the 
fittut study of tie hufant miod.- Alas, that it should be so 
scon abandoned I and-thA little philosopher turned into thfi 
stneetto buoome a hardened adept is petty crimes, and raa- 
tuba for tho pillory or prison. 

' These mquiriee lde the promptings of the immortal spirit; 
antd this the r foundation front which man fmut begin to 
ascend in the scale of morality and virtue. Passion and sp- 
pdtate, felsshoDd and dtocCpfion, ah) the, germs of imond 
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dMeaee that must bo checked before it mars and defowfcd <did 
blights the immortal gem. The remedy for all this Is found 
in Metaphysical Science. So simple and eaSyare itsprimitfve 
lessons, that even the infant mind can grasp them; n&d jot 
so grand in its final- result*, that the great Newton exclaimed, > 
that after all Re had achieved in philosophy, he was tot 
gathering pebbles on the shore of the great ooeea of troth* 
A system of perceptive education, with' physios ax a fbunr 
dation, and tanght orally, as the young mind oonlAeonspn* 
bend it, would direct it into- the beautifal regions of phik* 
■ophy, where troth flows in from perennial streams,- and Alls 
eaeh blank in the young mind with lively images; typical- of 
the great future to be opened in the different phases of natu-< 
ral and spiritual life throngh which he most assuredly -pass. 
The neglect of a system of dldactios, of which the above is 
not even an outline, you will learn in the progress- of your 
experience, is the great erime of soeiety and of States. ■ 

I am no casuist; nor do I propose to meddle with other 
peoples 7 consciences^ Bnt the glory of the primitive ages, 
as seen in-the light of history, was their love of literature, 
of science, ahd the arts. Fonr hundred and fifty yeara, bo- 
fore Christ, Philosophy, Poetry, Medicine, Architecture, 
Painting, and statuary were tanght at Athens, Alexandria, 
and Rome. More than twenty-threeoentories havo passed, 
and yet Socrates and Plato, Hippocrates and Aristotle, mss' 
ten* then, are masters now. Thirty centuries ago, Homer 
sung of the siege and fall of Troy, in immortal verse. The 
genius of poetry inspired by Marathon, Lodi, apd Waterloo?- 
by Caesar, W ashington, and Napoleon ; - by the vise and falL 
6f empires, peoples, and civilizations;— has scarcely brought 
forth a rival In Epic Verse. The text-book of Milton, Dry* 
den, and Pope, confounding reviewers and critics, will bold 
the place for ages to come ; it has held for centsrias past. 
Painting is traced into the mythical ages, until inqtiiry is 
lost in the ruins of forgotten systems and peoples, and yet- 
the great Angelo Called them masters. 
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AJi things live ip our museums and libraries, whilst 
tbcimind universal is seduced from this grand center to the 
periphery, in the pursuit of materialistic objects, until (me 
only 'purpose survives, to which all others are ends. The 
litemtlure.of.oar day is a whited sepulcher. In this depart- 
ment -of. human progress, genius, with its. vdfetly increased 
fadikHfeS,, has achieved .but little. The art of printing has 
multiplied: hooka 1 but in literature, with some exceptions, the 
dev^opmCnt ef great ideas has not been ita proportion to 
matoHaUstie inventions, to which object- the geuius qf ages, 
has bfeea stimulated, and which has taken the lead in ovary 
department of life abd business. As a consequence, infi- 
delity fills, your pulpits, congregations, and thoroughfares ; 
mam tram, and not humility, constitutes the tinews of the 
church, 'as it docs the beginning and ending of all other pur- 
suits; liati roads, steam ships, and telegraphs, have opened 
wide the: avenues of commerce, stimulated speculation and 
toaffic, until the world is little le6s than a theater for tres- 
passers, adventurers, and hucksters. In our own country, 
the virtues developed by our institutions, it would seem, 
bad pesisbed With the great men who originated them. And 
we have bartered firtue for ambition, principle for expe- 
diency^liborty lor despotism. 

It ha? been beautifully said, “gold frits to dust, time rots 
the diamond”— oven the worlds that “darkle” in the track- 
loss void, must perish. But the soul, sublime in its aspira- 
tions to behold the primeval glories of the burning throne, or 
iir its capacity to endure the depths of black despair, must 
cleave eternity forever, where is kept no note of time. The 
great • purpose of life is to escape the one and reach the 
other. . -And/ as the body - is dependent upon the mind 
far < every. excellence that appertains to it; and as the mind 
is dependent upon the soul, or spirit, for the conception of its 
duties hero Sind; its destiny hereafter ; so, in like manner, the 
soul, br spirit, looks up to the source of all true knowledge 
and perfection, and 'brings to him that hungers and thirsts, 
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food such as the angels eat. Metatal and moral philosophy, 
or those branches of philosophy known as metaphysics, andi 
which comprehend the science of the principles of all 
things existing — including, also, all the phenomena of mind{ 
and intelligence — as we hare said before, is the alpha and: 
omega of true mortal existence. Aided by the golden pagee 
of revealed wisdom and love to guide your feet in the path; 
of humility and duty, the object of life will be plain. Bat 
I warn you against perversions of both. Ingenious sophists 
abound every where, who, taking reason as their guide, 
deny every thing that reason cannot comprehend and. ex* 
plain. I need not warn you against this monstrons assump- 
tion. Beason cannot guide you in the things that relate to 
God, if you travel without the pale of revelation. Beason 
must be limited by facts — all beyond is speculation. The 
Bible has passed through centuries of criticism : it has been 
assailed by philosophers, historians, and poets ; learning has 
wasted its treasures to confute it ; wits and acrobats have 
ridiculed it ; over-zealous, as well as unfaithful friends have 
brought reproach upon it, — and yet it lives, and it will con- 
tinue to grow brighter until the perfect day; for it is the 
foundation of all government and all law 1 — hnmane and 
divine. It has taken away the prerogative of Kings, and 
established the bill of rights, which even despots cannot as- 
sail with impunity. The beggar in his rags, or Dives in 
his purple, are equals before its sublime precepts. Where- 
ever its empire has been established, altars and gods have 
fallen before it — and man walks forth redeemed from idola- 
try into the pure light of faith and love. 

But, to conclude this branch of my subject, the great' oh-; 
ject of life is to be good, and wise, and useftil. Ignorance 
is a great moral crime. The man who is wilfully ignorant, 
is the greatest of offenders : he offends againBt himself, so- 
ciety, and his God. Mind has been given him, that he may 
cultivate and adorh it. In it is gold, and silver, aiyl dia- . 
monds ; in it is honor and power ; in it is present and fntaro 
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happase. Then. lag not. behind— let there be no blanta 
in the noble tablet ; but write immortality on ereiy page, 
i The oaearioa that his brought me before yon to-day, will 
probably be forgotten by most of this audience in a short 
time.- ' Sochipageants have their importance, nevertheless ; 
and if only our mind is impressed, and one troth fastened, it 
may prove a., telling result. Nothing truly noble can be ac- 
complished without earnestness in thought, in action, and in 
will. Such men leave their impress upon rile world ; and it 
is to thisjriist we are indebted for the progress that has been 
wrought -out, beginning with the Genesis of creation and 
oopiing down to onr day. Chance has its nses and resalts, 
good and bad, bnt it is blind ; and he that depends upon 
luck for fortune or fame, is blind also. If attained in this 
way, it is generally a jewel iu the wrong place. 

All avocatioos, to be successful, mast be directed by cour- 
age, earnestness, and a degree, at least, of practical Wisdom. 
Bnt to be a physioian, in the true sense of tbs word, requires 
foe very perfection of these qualities. 1 hare seen farmers 
wlm planted imperfectly, and who scarcely cultivated at all, 
through- the> fortuity of the soil and genial seasons, gather a 
plentiful harvest. I have seen the same kind of cultivation 
bring starvation to the door, under less favorable seasons; 
whale the more industrious husbandman, under like circum- 
stance®, gleaned plentifully, because he sowed and cultivated 
with core. The physician who imitates the former, may not 
go without patronage; but he will never be the man upon 
whom a whole community will rely, or be willfog to trust in’ 
the trying emergency oflife or death. Such a man should 
abandon his profession, and engage in any thing else that 
will call forth ail his powers. But what ought to be said of 
hhtt to whom capacity has been given ; whose ntfnd has been 
cultivated ' and enlightened by education ; who has drank to 
finrition of the pare waters of science ; who has been vouched 
for ; by his teachere and professors, and recommended by 
them ft>f the honors off graduation, — and who, on receiving 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



Jo b— wh Vahetteiory A&b*u. tt& 

bis diploma, Radges 1 ti tt— tf to heucnr H, and thereby da ( 
honor to the satbosity by which it is oonftored — and, in dtp 
hoe of ail tirisyfalsiiieB hie vows, grown weary of study, 
three with the wholesome restraints imposed by. conscience 
end doty, and seeing in hie profession only the ontu for the 
aooo—pUehqieoi of ends, tarns hie back upon those who 
hawe so earnestly sought his elevation, prostitutes his high 
cmliihg to the base perposeef quaefaerj, deception and crime! 
Such a man, we say, —tit to bo toasted or countenanced;’ 
d ea erseafo have the mark of Gain upon his forehead. 

in the pr oseeotion of the fatnre of ydnr professional hves, 
think not of inglorious ease. The enemies yon ane called, 
to eombat, are neither weak nor few ; and they make their 
assaults at all hoars, and in all weather, You may be a> 
preferred gaest at the feast; bat if the enemy invades your 
dominion, yon most forego the- joys of reunion, to meet and . 
deeped Mm of his oooqaeet. Weary and tronbled, yon may' 
have- thrown year head on the pillow to find in deep the 
restoration yon eo mneh needy when again yon are eonfron. 
ted by a distressed husband or father, who cornea to you as 
bis only earthly hope; and pleads not in vein, I toast, the 
timely interposition of yonr skill in saving, under Provi- 
dence, the lives of those dear to him. Bat other thorns 
than those resulting from abnegation and fatigne may lace- 
rate year feelings and mortify yoqr hon est pride. There is 
' on old vulgarism which, alas, yon will find but too tone: 
“ no mm can please everybody.’' When yon have done-all 
yon can; and the best yon can, and perhaps the very best 
that human agency coaid achieve; the viper will hiss at 
yonr foot, and the raven croak from the-honse top. Jealousy, 
envy, and malice, will startle yon with He tongue of poison. 
It may even unsettle the confidence of year friends, and fill 
them, also, with distrust. 

There is bet one safeguard against this, and that is found 
in constant vigilenee — a- violence that never tires. Yea 
must-be net only what your diploma imports, a medical 
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philosopher, bat you moM.be> ihoro*|^Hy aotyiejnted < with the 
opiniaua of the fwkhersof the profession, &i»d of your cotem- 
poraries also. In the battle of Ufe, -which from today yon 
begin, youare sureto fall bleeding and ; helpless, if yon un- 
dervalue the ability >or shrewdness of your adversary. Thfe 
universality of the literatore of- medicine, its accepted troths, 
founded on the experience of wish znen, and faithfully pre- 
served to our own time, will be to yon a pillar of eloud.bjr 
day and of fire in the. dark hours of . calumny or neglect. 
To this earnest study, if you add purity of eharaeter and a 
sacred regard for truth, the world will appreciate and honor 
you. But if addioted to the folly of boasting and exagera- 
tion, intemperance, gaming, or neglect of business, your me*' 
mies will strike through all these, and even yotar best friends 
will not be able to defend yon; 

After all, you .must look within yonr own hearts and to 
your own consciences, for your reward. Youwill sorely 
newer grow rich by the praetioe of ydur profession. I need 
not attempt to prove this, — it is patent to every body. For 
this, the world will give you no credit, but make it a part of 
your, condemnation, that you have charged high, wasted 
yonr . money, and died poor, because you have not flaunted 
yonr charities, as some do,: in. the faces of all men. Yon 
must be a perpetual tax-payer and contributor, to the very 
public that thus asperse you. : You Will help to build up 
churches and schools, taken leading part in all public chari- 
ties, and in addition* give fnU one half, of all yon make, in 
time, services, and money, to the poor ; and after thus con- 
tributing, find yourselves taxed by Corporations and States, 
as though your profession was a trade- You will be exposed 
to contagion and pestilence. Public, opinion will brand 
you with desertion . and eowapdice, if you flee the poet of 
danger. Therefore, yon must face the enemies, of health and 
life, no matter nnder what .guise they come; and if you fall 
a victim, .content . .yourself with being forgotten , ; except by 
those who love ypu,. before the first deoide has passed. 
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In entering upon die duties, now newly opening before! 
yen, bear in mind what I am abont to say, and carry with 
yon throughout your lives these words of solemn; troth. . Las 
bor, privation, poverty, martyrdom ; some one of these hard 
conditions, and perhaps all of them, is stare to be your loty 
SB they have been the lot of your predecessors for more than 
two thousand years. They founded an art that has done 
more to UeBSi mankind than all. the discoveries of human ge- 
nius beside, and found their reward in the good they, have- 
achieved for .suffering humanity. Like them, yon most bide 
yonr time in this world, and look for your reward whem 
alone duty performed oan be properly, and will be sorely, 
rewarded. With all the lights before , me, it is difficult to‘ 
say vhat are the motives that impell men to the study and; 
practice of medicine, other than the moot exalted known to 
man. Money-making is “the passion of man, with rare excep- 
tions. . For this they dare everything. Even family, friend- 
ship and reputation are oast aside by the votaries of the strong 
box ; and every man’s importance is measured by his parse. 
The still small voice that appeals from the inner temple, 
warning ns of the danger of riches, stifled at first, is finally 
pot to flight, and with its going, the last touch of sympathy is 
dried np, and the last noble emotion of the soul perishes for- 
ever. I need not warn yon to beware of riches ; for there is 
no margin in the profession yon have chosen, to nurse and 
cultivate a love of them. Yon are actuated, 1 truBt, by 
higher motives. The kindlier and holier ' feelings of the. 
human heart must be kept constantly in the ascendency, if 
yon would hand yonr names down to posterity, enrolled 
high on the list of benefoetors of mankind. Strive, there- 
fore, to deserve* a j ust fame, , won in the cause of humanity ; 
and at the dose of your lives you can say, with the inspired 
man, “ I haveiought a good fight.” 

One word to my fair friends before I close. It is no idle • 
eulogy to say of woman, that she is “Heaven’s best gift to ; 
man.” The first to sin, she has been the first to atone.; and 
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her atonement? had won for her the ittieiaf r“ Mother of i die 
Son. of God.* In Eden 'she Was aav&rbh with shame. As. they 
mother of nations, die has clothed her cfctfdrea with honor; 
end in her : exaltation,- she wi&appesr in heaven, clothed 
with -the son. No abasement so deep^nd stouiamenS so coa*- 
piete, <aod no esaltationsp.giorioaB.. Behold.' the psgednt 
before you to-day— this i» joat twhfievanBent ;ilock at the 
world’s civilization— this yoni > hard 'Worn 1 ' from barbarism ; 
man,! tbeslayerof his brother/ now: tnOekiy kneels* With yon 
at the altar of .prayer \> led. by your snfEarmgygttitlanbao, and 
virtue, he caste himself at yout feet, exalte yon from the 
condition of a*elave to a htipfnuute at* Hh* side: qnd immor- 
tality. is the priuefor beth. Goon im.yonr career; pease not 
before Obstacles; yoarwtwh will noibe* ©ompleted, until *po*v- 
erty and crime, hangar arid nakedness, sin and death, are 
banished from the world : then, wlfl- y»nr ‘’ conquests he 
borne through the emerald gates* of the iu?w Jerusalem, anti 
laid at the feot of the immortal Kiogi” ' 


t j ’ • i . : ' * > 
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ARTICLE II. ' : 

Oun-ahot Wound of the Week — Injury of the Sptmd Cord. 

By Smu Malowe, A. M.,M.D./ of' Athene* Ala. 

<> - - i < . > t 1 » • t - : • * Y ; . ■ 

James D; Grabs, a member of a Tennessee C&vnfyy Regh 
meat, wan wounded in the town of Athene, Ala., cM the 
24th September, 1804, in a battle 'fetagfet between* the Con- 
federates, under General Forrest, -and the >U. S. fordei — 84et» 
Ohio Regiment— under Lient. Col. Elliot, sent:ft>ottr' Deea- 
tn# to 'the assistance* of the negro ‘garrison, stationed here; 
under Col.* Campbell. '■ Grnbs was found the> morning after 
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Malo»* — Ghimtrfiot Wcktnd of the Neck. 

the battle, with “ his neck broke.” He was carried to the 
hospital, some quarter of a mile, where he remained a few 
days, the snrgeons expecting that each day would be his 
last; butoon tinning to- live, he was again moved about the 
same distance, to secure better attention. He remained in 
this -ffcmlfy throe weeks, when it became necessary to move 
him again, about the samfe distance. 

I earw Grubs, for the first time, on the fifth day after he 
received Ms Wound. I forind him' suffer! nggreatly, com- 
plaining of hi* nook and bbwels ; the latter being e&tremety 
painfol ; hie pulse 148 ; his extremities eool, very much BO— . 
and excessively restless. On examining his wouqd, I found 
a ball had passed through his neck, and as well as 1 co/uld 
ascertain, had eat across the Spitval marrow, perhaps the pos- 
terior half of It Grabs was managed as well as we eould 
under -the circumstances. He lived fifty-one days, and final- 
ly succumbed, it seemed to -me, from dysinteric symptoms; 
attended with extreme and persistent nausea. His bewelsy 
at times, gave fahn so much pain^ before the development of 
the dysinteric symptoms, that spasms and tetanus were 
thought to be imminent ■ Voluntary motion was almort en- 
tirely lost ; he had a. little use of his left hand. His evacua- 
tions were only -partially under' liis control, but never re- 
quited the use of an instrument for their withdrawal. 

On the- 61st day the died, and ki four hours an examthia- 
tioi -was made of his -neck, with the following result : The 
ball had passed through the lamina of the fourth cervical 
vertebra, dissevering entirely the laminal attached to the 
veHebra from the spinal portions, so that die spinal portions 
of the bOnowero lying loose in the half formed sack around 
the. injured bona. The sbeath of the spinal marrow, poster 
riorly, was tout across, add abuiut'4-lOths of the spinal- imar-. 
row iteedf, was severed. The internal wound, including the- 
sheath of the ebrdy wdsiflUed-with ameffcnfcive, saneous pnsy 
finged with Mood.' i : 
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ARTICLE III. 

Diphtheria. By Reuben Skakot, M. D.,TuBoalooea, Ala. 

There being sneh a diversity of opinion in the treatment 
of Diphtheria, I have concluded to give die result of my 
experience. No doubt there is a specific morbid poison 
that has entered the system, and located on the tonsils and 
throat, bat in what way I cannot tell, or from what cause it 
has originated, is equally obscure; consequently, the treat- 
ment is experimental. 

At first, I adopted the plan recommended, of cauterizing 
the alcers in the tonsils with the nitrate of silver, opening 
the bowels with aperients, gargling the throat with red pep- 
per tea, seasoned with salt, and stimulating applications to 
the upper part of the neck, externally. Some got well, 
others died; the disease assuming croupy symptoms, and 
leading to the formation of false membrane. In one in- 
stance I performed the operation of tracheotomy, which 
prolonged the suffering of the child several hours. I do 
not remember of relieving a case after the formation of the 
false membrane, although I used hot vapor inhalations to 
dissolve the membrane, and emetics to dislodge it, together 
with the application of kerosene externally, hoping, by its 
blistering properties, to translate the inflammation to the 
outside surface— all to no purpose. I afterwards succeeded 
better in caring the disease with muriated tincture of iron. 
I now treat the disease with a saturated solution of the chlo- 
rate of potash, acidulated with muratic aci ; L e. one hundred 
grains of the chlorate of potash, into- four onncfee of water, 
adding one drachm of muriatic acid. To a child ten years 
old, give a teaspoonful every two hours, in water or sweet- 
ened water, and less to younger children. I directed two 
pieces of fat bacon to be sewed to a piece of 1 cloth and 
bound to the neck over the tonsils, and to be worn until 
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convalescence. Also, when the sktn of the body is hot and 
dry, to rub the patient all over with a piece of bacon rind, 
then wash off with warm water and soap. This always les- 
sens fever, producing sleep and perspiration. This should 
be repeated as often as the hot dry skin requires. Gentle 
aperients, gruels, teas, <fcc., should be directed, but an ac- 
tive purgative or emetic should never be used. I have been 
uniformity successful, for one year and a half, since adop- 
ting the above practice. 


art'icle IV. 

Extract from Minutes of Atlanta Medical Society. 

Atlanta, Jan. 22, 1807. 

On the call for report of cases, none being presented, the 
regular subject for discussion, Post Partem licrrwrrhage, was 
taken up. 

Dr. Douglas said there seemed to be two particular causes 
leading to this difficulty — the presence of the placenta and 
simply inertia of the uterus. 

Dr. Word rose merely to say that, in the treatment of this 
hemorrhage, he had been in the habit of using lead and 
opium, manipulations, ergot, and cold applications, and had 
never seen a fatal termination ; had read in some work of 
the styptic effect of ipecac, but had not used it. 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland mentioned a case of hemorrhage 
following delivery before full period of utero-gestation, in 
which it was necessary to keep the finger in contact with the 
oe, as the only means which seemed to promote contraction 
of the womb with certainty. 
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Dr. Orme thought it necessary always to guard against 
tins' aoeident by proper manipulations over the surfaee of the 
abdomen, so as to insure the proper contraction of the womb. 

Dr. Johnson had found nolhing so certain in the arrest of 
uterine hemorrhage after delivery, as iee introduced into the 
womb. He bad no confidence in lead, but had sometimes 
found benefit from ergot ; had, in an obstinate hemorrage, 
introdneed a piece of iee nearly as large as a goose-egg, with 
prompt relief. 

Dr. O'Keefe had never been very much troubled by this 
accident. His custom is to remove the placenta immediately 
after the child is handed over to the nnrse, and by this 
prompt relief to the womb, encourage the natural contrac- 
tion of the organ, thereby preventing the liability to hemor- 
rhage. 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland asked permission to mention a 
case not exactly germane to the subject before the society. 
A lady to whom he had been called, now five months ad- 
vanced in pregnancy, has been suffering with flooding for the 
past month, when assuming the erect posture. Pain preceded 
for several hours the commencement of the hemorrhage. He 
found bnt little trouble in arresting the discharge, requiring 
only to place the patient in the horizontal position, and give 
an opiate. He found opinm alone equal to the combination 
of lead and opinm. 

Dr. O'Keefe thonght the case just mentioned may be con. 
dneted safely to maturity, by confining the patient to the re- 
cumbent position. He had met with a similar case in which 
this system was enforced, and with the reward of a well de- 
veloped child, carried the fnll time of ntero-gestation. 

Dr. Johnson remarked, that he had found the use of qui- 
nine highly beneficial in arresting hemorrhage, such as de- 
scribed. 

Tuesday Evening, Jan. 29, 1867. 

On the call for report of cases, 

Dr. CP Keefe said he had none of importance to report, 
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bat wished to, call the attention of the Solflety to Uterine 
Pathology. We are all, he said, celled upon to treat eases 
where pain in the back and loins, leacorrhcea, hetoorrhkge, 
&c. t &e., exist as the resell of prolapsus, induration, engorge- 
ment, ulceration, ante-flexion, ante-version, and retro rerekm. 
In the treatment of such cases, the result is not generally 
very satisfactory. Where there are abrasione.on the os or 
neck, resort is had to oauterants ; where engorgement exists, 
to leeches ; and if the general health be feeble, to toniagu If 
there be displacement, no attempt is made to correct it by 
the ordinary mechanical contrivances in neafor this purpose, 
such as the uterine sound and pessaries:; for snoh are tonnd 
to be of no advantage. He desired to hear the experience 
of members of the Society in the management of such cases. 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland thought the experience of most 
physicians would sustain Dr. O’Keefe’s opinion. He thought 
mal-position exists in at least half the females ; and that in 
married women, there is no fixed position for the uterns. 
Congestion being the most frequent cause of these troubles, 
leeches are relied on in the treatment of most of them ; even 
in ulceration, when the caustic fails to relieve the lesion, 
they may he applied with great advantage. Pessaries he re- 
gards as useless, to say the least of them. 

Dr. Boring differed with Dr. W. in regard to cauteriza- 
tion. He has found much benefit from the use of it once a 
week, together with chlorate potassa and decoction of oak 
bark as injections. In order to restore the secretions, ho 
generally resorts to mercury in the outset. Whenever these 
derangements occur,* he believes some mal-position present. 

Dr. W. F. W. rose to say Dr. Boring had misunderstood 
him. He did not object to canterants, bnt give preference 
to local blood-letting. 

Dr. Douglas rose to say, he thought all mechanical means 
for the care of each affections nnphilosophical. That he 
relies on general treatment and the plan proposed by Drs. 
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O’Keefe and W. F. Westmoreland. Such cases, in his 
opinion, are rasely cored perfectly. 

Dr. O’Keefe referred to the obstacle these uterine derange- 
ments offered to conception, and the daty of the females 
.under these circumstances. 

Dr. W. F. Weettmordand thought sterility rarely de- 
pended upon displacement of the 'womb, but on its peculiar 
condition, and the deranged secretions washing out the sper- 
matozoa. 

Dr. Word, in well defined ulcers, can promise a cure gener- 
ally, if the woman be otherwise healthy ; but if the strength 
of the patient has been lost, failure will follow our efforts 
to cure. He prefers creosote to caustic silver, in most cases. 
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SELECTIONS. 


Inflammation of the Uterus . ( Being a Translation from the 
German of u Klob on the Pathological Anatomy of the Fe- 
male Sexual Organs .”) By Joseph Kammerer, M. D., and 
B. F. Dawson, M. D., New York. 

The inflammatory processes to which the uterus is subject, 
affect either its muscular substance , its mucous lining , or its 
peritoneal covering . The latter will be discussed with anoma 
lies of the uterine ligaments and peritoneum. 

Inflammation of the Muscular Substance of the Uterus, Metritis. 

Inflammation of the substance of the n on-gravid uterus seems 
to be one of the rarest affections to which this organ is liable 
and if some uterine pathologists doubt the existence of such a 
disease, and explain the oases diagnosed as metritis, as cases of 
perimetritis, pathological anatomy, considering the small num- 
ber of semi-authenticated post mortem cases, must pronounce 
upon it with some reservation. I have not met with a single 
ease, whioh with any degree of certainty, I could pronounce to 
he one of jenuiue metritis, and I therefore borrow the following 
description from other authors : 

In acute parenchymatous metritis the uterus,* especially in its 
upper third, is found to be enlarged (even to the size of a goose’s 
egg,) thickened anteriorly and posteriorly, and reddish or bluish 
red, in some places more than others. The snbstanoe of the 
uterine walls is very succulent, and marked with small extrava- 
sations, and a viscid fluid can be expressed from it containing 
free nuclei and a small quantity of pus corpuscles* , In many 
tiie uterine tissue may be so softened as t o> occasion larger ex- 
travasations with destruction of tissue. The mucous membrane 
of the fundus and body is vascular, reddened and related; that 
of the cervix is generally normal The vaginal portion of the 
uterus is tumefied, oedematous and eroded, and the papillse are 
sometimes distinctly prominent. 
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The most obvious alterations in the inner layers of the uterine 
substance resulting from* acute parenchymatous metritis occur 
in that portion of the organ which contains the largest amount 
of connecting tissue ; the inflammatory action generally extends 
outwards, giving rise to perimetritis and pelvic peritonitis y and 
is frequently combined with eneolpitis , metrosalpingitis, and 
oophoritis . # 

Acute parenchymatous metritis may terminate, 1st, in reso- 
lution with absorption of the exudation and a return of the ute- 
rus to its normal size ; 2d, in consequence of the inflammatory 
action, proliferation of connective tissue may ensue resulting in 
permanent enlargement or induration of the substance of the 
uterus ; 3d, as it is incorrectly stated, acute metritis may be- 
come chronio, and chronic engorgement be developed. 

Kiwisch makes three distinct forms of parenchymatous me- 
tritis; 1st, metritis with oedema of the uterus, which according 
to his description may be considered as hyperomia with intu- 
mesoense from transudation ; 2d, metritis with increased firm- 
ness of tisane, or acute infarotus of the uterus, and finally, 3d, 
haemorrhagic metritis.* 

A father termination of parenchymatous metritis U the ex. 
tremely rare formation of an abscess in the substance of the 
uterus. Bartholin’s observation (the uterus of a girl 13 years 
old, filled with ulcers) does not seem to belong to this class; 
but Reimnann (in Voigtel’s work) describes an abscess of the 
uterus which opened externally through the abdominal walls. 
Bsanzoni also observed an abscess, the size of a goose's egg, in 
the right oiroumfefence of the inndns uteri, which ruptured into 
the peritoneal cavity. Bird (Ijccncet, Bob. 1844,) describes a 
ease in which an abscess situated in the posterior wall of the 
uterus opened into the rectum. 

The directions in which a uterine abscess may perforate, vary, 
of oouxne, according to its situation; k may open inwardly into 
the uterine; or vaginal eavhyv or outwardly. If adhesions exist 


• Urona Mpfdatloed mast be struck with the uncertainta at the pert maoelogtot 
in bis description of metritis and his rather unsuccessful attempt at cassl$ing ft Hb 
description of serous metritis Is deficient of all anatomical requisite#*; iafiammatldB; 
in “ ecu to Infarctus,*’ an analogy to chronic infhrctns was Intended, which latter he wss 
unwilling t# drop ; for he (KiWisch) itra that the mora acute the aCseUon (due la, ne 
tritis with increased firmeee of tlesne) the more relaxed the uterine tissue is Ibnnd. Fi- 
nally, haemorrhagic metritia is nothing else but acute utacine oshith with hasmorrhaf* 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



807 


Irflammation qf the Uterus . 

between the uterus and neighboring organs, the abscess may 
perforate externally throogh the anterior abdominal wall, or into 
the bladder, cascora, ileom, and sigmoid flexure of the colon, 
or the pus may burrow between the folds of the broad liga- 
ments into encysted portions of the abdominal cavity (recto- 
uterine or vesico-uterine spaces;) or lastly, it may pass directly 
into the peritoneal cavity, which latter occurrence is always fol- 
lowed by general peritonitis. A uterine abscess may also cause 
death from metastatic processes, or the long duration of the pu- 
rulent secretion may exhaust the patient. 

Acute parenchymatous metritis generally arises from acute ca- 
tarrh of the uterus. 

Inflammation of the Mucous Membrane of the Uterus. 

The inflammatory processes occurring in the non-gravid ute- 
rus are various, and we may distinguish as the chief forms of 
such processes, catarrhal and croupy inflammation. To this I 
will add the anatomical description of the so-called membranous 
dyemenorrhosa^ as I am persuaded that this morbid process is 
more an inflammatory deraugment than any other. Catarrhal 
inflammation of the uterus, as elsewhere, is divided into the 
acute and ehronio ionn. 

Acute Catarrhal Inflammation of the Uforu*. 

Acute catarrh (catarrhal endometritis) affect the whole mu- 
cous membrane of the uterus, but chiefly that of its body and 
fundus, whilst that of the cervical canal is rarely affected. 

In this affection the mucous membrane of the body and fun- 
dus uteri may be so intensely injected as to appear dark red, 
tumefied and velvet like ; tbe utricular glands, however, are not 
so much elongated as during menstrual fluxion ; the membrane 
is also so softened that it'may readily bey removed, or scraped 
off with the handle of a scalpel. In the higher degrees Of this 
disease small round striated extravasations are seen scattered 
over the mucoris membrane as dark red spots. 

He mucous membrane of the cervix uteri is more injected 
than swollen where it covers tbe turgid fbllioles; that of the 
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vaginal portion of the uterus is generally of a darker red. In 
virgins the os uteri is transformed into a small round depression, 
owing to the tumefaction of the vaginal portion, the mucous 
follicles of its lips are enlarged and frequently have small ero- 
sions between them, and the papillae of the vaginal portion are 
visible to the naked eye, especially at the edges of the above 
mentioned erosions. 

The whole uterus generally appears to be increased in sub- 
stance, and its tissue more vascular and succulent, especially in 
the layers nearest the mucous membrane. The cervix, be- 
yond increased succulence, hardly exhibits any alteration, whilst 
the vaginal portion is hyperaeraic, tumefied cedematous, and 
sometimes of a spongy softness. « 

At the outset of inflammation, the mucous membrane of the 
body and fundus uteri pecretes a thin clear mucus, which, as the 
inflammation progresses, becomes viscid, thick and turbid from 
the admixture of desquamated epithelium. In regard to the 
latter, it is necessary to state that in many cases the glandular 
utricular follicles cast off their entire cellular coverings, which 
latter are found in the mucus as collapsed casts. Nylander and 
Virchow have observed a similar expulsion of the whole con- 
tents of glands during menstruation, and I have repeatedly found 
the same in various tumefications of the uterine mucous mem- 
brane. Finally, the color of the secretion changes to yellowish 
or yellow, and from the admixture of purulent elements it be- 
comes cream-like. 

Uterine pathologists assert that chronic uterine catarrh is 
generally associated with derangments of menstruation, and 
that conception is not impossible, but rarely occurs when it ex- 
ists. It is an interesting observation that females who have suf- 
fered for a long time from blennorrhoa have a pre-disposition to 
the occurence of placenta premia. 

The frequency of chronic catarrhal endemetritis being com- 
plicated with chlorosis, scrofula, tuberculosis and diseases of the 
heart, is a fact universally admitted, and the profuse secretion 
and pnrnlent discharge contributes not , a little to the complete 
exhaustion of the patient. In scroftilous and tnbercolosns girls, 
chronic uterine catarrh generally sets in at the period of puberty* 
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aadia combined wii mmmox&um* As a sequel to the catarrh 
in each eases, the varioos proliferations of the mucous membrane 
rarely occur; bat the catarrh sometimes proceeds tuberculosis 
oi the aterus. 

It is different With the secretion of the cervical portion ; its 
glands at the outset of the inflammation undoubtedly secrete 
a larger quantity of, and a thicker mucus. Nabothian vesiclee 
are developed and the fluid contained in them presents the tur- ’ 
bid cloudy appearance previously mentioned, finally becoming 
whitish or white. If the inflammatory process increases in in* 
tensity, the mtfcus becomes deliquescent, and on opening snch 
a vesicle its entire contents flow out like water in which the 
cloudy turbeso^nce appears in streaks. These vesicles, how- 
ever, burst spontaneously, and the hypersecretion of the oervix 
becomes very fluid and finally purulent. In no other secretion 
do we so frequently and distinctly observe a so-called cellular 
halo (cells having no investing membrane.) Kolliker and Scan, 
zoni sometimes, also found a few fungi with round branches, 
similar to those seen in fermenting liquids, and isolated vibrioneg. 
I. must npt omit mentioning that the cell of the secretion are 
often disposed in rows like strings of beads. 

Acute catarrhal endemotritis rarely or never occurs before pu- 
berty ; after that time, however,, it is quite frequent. Duparoque 
states that, in females who bavp sexual inter oouse, the mucous 
membrane of tjie cervical canal is always the first portion affec- 
ted, and that from thence it spreads to the mucous membrane of 
the body of the uterus. 

As causes of this affeotion we find mentioned, colds taken du- 
ring menstruation, excesses in drink and sexual intercourse, in- 
fectipn with, gonorrhoeal virus (virulent catarrh,) and other dis- 
eases such as typhus, dysintery, cholera, general tuberculosis, , 
and 4iseasea pf the heart (metastatic constitutional catarrh, 
Kiwisch.} ; 

AoufUpatarrk has a tendency to extend to the oviducts, and 
undoubtedly fromthem to the peritoneum; it sometimes also 
causes mflapamatiou of the peritoneum independent of any snch 
ptqoess ip the oviducts. It may extend downwards to the va- 
gina, unless it has originated there apd extends* upwards to the 
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uterus; aodte ptrepokym^uftm£ttri±iB,» pnevioariy inartioa^d, 
may alio arise from it* . 

This affection may terminate in resolution, hot in the majority 
of cases it passes into the chronic form. 

The sQ’-oatied hydrorrhcaa of pregnant females is considered 
by some t6 be catarrh oi the gravid uterus, and it seem* rea- 
sonable to suppose that' a portion of the uterine mucous mem- 
brane, unlike the rest, may hot be transformed into p decidua 
apd consequcntly cause increased transudation frpm the hype- 
remia connected with prqgnaaay. 

Chronic Catqrrh of the Uterus. 

Chronic catarrh of the uterurf, a condition frequently met 
with, is characterized by a constant irritation of the mucbus 
membrane of the ntetus* often combined with considerable hy- 
persecretion. 4 41 

The mucous membrane of the body and fondas uteri is gener- 
ally swbllen, but n6t always highly congested in the dead body; 
on the contrary, rather pale, ; and especially when it hr consider^ 
bly itttUmesced, of a bluish gray color. We find Scattered 
thronghont it numerous dots or specks of pigment, generally 
gray or blackish gray, but rarely or a rusty dirk brown Color. 
The sur&crT of the membrane is either smooth, or paplffery and 
uneven, the 1 tatter being especially the Case at the posterior wall, 
which is soihetSmes covered With various secretions; and gro wths 
resembling granulations. The mucous membrane is alio gen- 
erally softened and more succulent, bat can rarbly be separated 
frOm the uterine wall in as large pieces as in acute catarrh. ' 

The cervical mtcous membrane is likewise Injected' at varicwfr 
points and eoveied with viscid secretions ; Nabothian gftttds 
are numerously developed and exceedingly distended. 1 
transferee folds are intumesded ahd sometimes even (edematous. 
The vaginal portion is frequently enlarged, its tissue ini a state 
o t spongy relaxation, and its external surface afected w Mf-pa- 
piBary hypertrophy. On its inner duffhoe the Swollen mrtcotata 
follicles are prominent, and the os frequently dHated. Iu the 
majority of eases the latter is surrounded with excOTiatWhs 
and Wen with granulating ulcers. ' r 
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" Theaeorethiein somOcases of chronic uterine catarrh is often 
enornioaft (blennorrhcea,) but in others it is slight, there is gen.; 
( ***&$> hoWCVer, * marked hypersecretion. The mucus secreted 
is turbid or even purulent in various degrees, but rarely mixed 
*Wi Ubodf (excepting shortly before or after menstruation) 
(Bee m*ofU) 

* The uterine substance ie either affected with a diffuse growth 
of OWmectitfetitSUe, in consequence of which it becomes denser 
and Atttter, or, ibis flaccid and markedly atrophied. In the lat- 
ter cash the entity of the organ is often much distended, especi- 
ally in those cases where the cervical canal is occluded by the 
weH known gfirtsy mucus. 1 

When* chronic catarrh is of long duration, the mucous mem- 
brane, especially that of the body and fundus, undergoes im- 
portant anatotafoal changes ; its glands, either from constriction 
or atrophy of thdfr superior portions, frequently change Into 
small ^ysta, or are east off, which latter occurrence, especially 
wheoi the Oavity of the uterus is distended, gives the mucous 
membrane a net*Hle appearance. 

' The efflafy epithtffnm which was cast off at the out#et of the 
£Maeohas been 'Replaced by cylindrical epithelium; finally this 
abo hr oast off polymorphous Uniny cells, which onn hardly 

be called true basement epithelium, occupy its place. Iu some 
cases we also notice a desquamation of the epithelium, erosions, 
and small, smooth lined depressions evidently caused by the 
rapture of small cysts. It is probably owing to this develop- 
ment and rapture of cysts that the delicate ridge-like elevations 
are formed, especially at the internal orifice, which give rise to 
adhesions. 

While, as above described, the epithelium is transformed and 
the become atrophied, the mucous membrane also be- 

comes thin, and finally is replaced by a thin layer of connective 
tissue, which is oovered by the polymorphous cells mentioned. 
More rarely we find the mucous membrane transformed into a 
aBBtm&imm varying itr thickness an A attached to the sub- 
mueotti e6imeetiveitBettey and there in the above mentioned 
nWaatanwa^nAetnaH cysts wbiob are the remains ofdegene- 
raftsdgfahde C R ik ttmsk fA 
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More freqaflaUy the : dense &nb.inucopa ^rotam. os p spju hy »t 
the borders of the internal orifice, hepocqee atrophied Updr^Si' 
bothian vesicles are.developed,in it, tjhjqg causing ,+> f #e$spp«b 
tion to uterine flexion. , ,j ■ (: i : 

: The consequences of chronic catarrh of the. Uterup bate *A> 
ready been described; they are, circumscribed proliferations of 
the mucous membrane, glandular apd cystio polypi* , sko fibroos 
polypi when the sub-mucous tissue has a t^ndeac/ to, proliferate * 
perhaps also fibroid tumors will be developed; if the formative 
action is sufficiently increased. After the deyqlqppteat ,of each : 
growths their presence seems to occasion a constant irritation 
and thereby favors the continuance of the chronic catarrh. Hy- 
drometra and hwmatometm may also he developed in conse- 
quence of adhesions. 

Chroqic uterine catarrh . generally proceeds from, sente catarrh- > 
and sometimes occurs in consequence of the puerperal state- ; , It, 
is also readily developed, in cachectic women, apd lqst^y, may be 
caused by the virus of gouoryhgo. . In yquua^w^uwu and PTOS? 
titutes it is said to occur as a consequence of. ipa§tqrbatiop. 
is, said to attend down to the. vagina and up. Jp, tb^.pvidjiflte, 
and in the latter case especially, itjeads sp seripuecoqspqpeuqp j . 
sometimes, however, it originates in, the yagina and spreads by 
continuity. .. ... , , . , 
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The speoulum,ri» its various dorms, bringewto riewithossroit' 
jaots alone which aye in ftdurert) Unowith theejyo, ! ^ thedsn 
rynxienotina directdluey it qfth he euamiaediOPl$fr>*»\jUiie»j> 
ratus which enables ns, as some one has eaprSMSd . 
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Novelties and Improvements in Medicine . 

round a earner.” Sadi is the LaryngosoCpe. It does not! how- 
ever, bring the larynx itself into view, bat the image of the la* 
rjrnx, reflected from a mirror. The litUe mirror of the dentist! 
with which he explores the bade parts of the teeth, and which 
was used in the days of Celsus, is the basis of the Laryngoscope. 

More than fifty years ago, Bozzini, a German physician, in- 
vented what be called a Light- Conductor, or an “ Apparatus 
for the Illumination of the Internal Cavities and Spaces in the 
laving A ni m al Body.” The idea was caught up with avidity by 
some medical inquirers, and carried to the absurd extreme of 
supposing that not} merely the outlets of the body, but even the 
internal viscera could be inspected by the apparatus. The Fac- 
ulty of Physicians of Vienna condemned the invention, and it 
passed away. 

The sublet was revived at different times. In 1829, Dr. Bab- 
ington exhibited at the Hunterian Society of London an instru- 
ment which he called a Olottiecope , being a near approach to 
the present Laryngoscope. A similar instrument was invented 
in Paris, by means of which it was claimed that the vocal cords 
could be seen. But as late as 1837, Trousseau devoted several 
pages to prove that this was impossible, and that the epiglottis 
formed an insuperable impediment to a view of the interior of 
the larynx. 

' In 1884, Garcia* a singing-master in London, oonoeived the 
novel . idea of observing In his own person the movements of the 
interior of the laroyx during singing. Garcia appears to have 
been claimed by as many homes as the blind poet of Greeoe. 
He resided in London, was a Frenchman by birth, and a Span- 
iard by descant. His investigations were made wholly on him- 
self, and he succeeded fully in observing and describing the ao- 
tien of tbe vocal cords during inspiration and vocalization. He 
employed two mirrors, a small one fixed to along stem suitably 
beat, and applied to the pharynx so as to receive the image of 
the larynx from beneath, and a large one which Served the dou- 
ble, purpose of throwing the light on the Uttle mirror and ena- 
bling him to see the image formed on it. This was substantially 
the apparatus of Bsbinrgton* 

It was reserved for professor Csetmak, of Perth, in 1867, to 
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take advantage of the inventions and observation* of bis prede- 
cessors, and to improve the instrument, a Hid establish its charac- 
ter as a means of diagnosis and treatment. It has been hinted 
that he owed his suoaess and the immortality tvhieh it has se- 
cured for bin, to his own remarkably capacious pharynx, small 
tonsils and uvula, and large laryngeal aperture* which enabled 
him to practice with facility on his own person. Although many 
ingenious persons in all parts of the world have been constantly 
engaged on the subject, they have mads no improvement on the 
apparatus of Czermak. 

The mirror which is designed to receive and reflect the image 
of the larynx is round or oval in form, and something less than 
an inch in diameter. It is attached" to a handle several inches in 
length, at an obtuse angle corresponding with the position of 
the roof of the pharynx in relation to the horizontal palate. The 
back of the mirror is pressed up against the uvula and into the 
cavity of the pharynx, from which position it looks down upon 
the glottis, and receives the image of the laryngeal aperture and 
its surroundings. In some instances, bat not often, it is neoee* 
sary to use a spatula to depress the tongue. 

Mirrors ^pf various forms and sines are employed to meet par- 
ticular oases. They may be made of metal or of looking glass, 
the latter being preferred. Before introduction, the mirror is 
wartnfed, to prevent the condensation of moisture on its surface. # 

A second mirror is so applied sis to ‘direct a Volume of light 
upon the little mirror resting in the pharynx, and so upon the 
parte to be inspected. A circular mirror three or four inches in 
diameter is employed for the purpose, having hi its centre a 
small hole through which the observer looks, with one eye, and 
sees howto illuminate the small mirror, and to take note of what 
it reveals. The large iUtnmnatiog mirror is fastened on the fore- 
head of the observer by a sort of Bpeotaclc frame, so that the 
hole in its centre shaM correspond with one of his eyes. If the 
sun-fight be used, a plane surface is proper, but if amlflotal light, 
a concave one* The artificial light, of whatever kind, etsndi at 
one side of the patient’s head* Lanterns and contrivances of 
various kinds, less simple than that described, have bet* invent* 
ed, to suit the Amoy of observers. 
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It will scarcely be expected that the examination of the laryax 
m described mm be readily aeoomplished without some tact aid 
experience. There are several important matters to be observed 
in the process which it is not neoessary to introduce here, as my 
oaly purpose is to give the reader a general idea of the subject. 
Any one undertaking the performance would equip himself by 
minute study of some treatise on laryngoscopy. 41 

“ la some cases, on introducing the laryngeal mirror, only the 
epiglottis may be visible ; while mothers the entire length of 
the vocal cords, the ventricular bands (false vocal cords,) the 
small cartilage above the glottis, the large cricoid cartilage, the 
rings of the trachea, and perhaps even the bifhroation of the 
bronci below it, oan be seen with perfect distinctness. The view 
varies in different cases between these two extremes.” 

From what has been stated, it is easy to form an estimate of 
the value of this means of diagnosis, and to appreciate, also, the 
value of the apparatus as an aid to treatment. Thus, applica- 
tions are made to the larynx with skill and accuracy, in the form 
of solutions, powders, nitrate of silver and other escharotioC, 
and galvanism $ the parts are scarified, and morbid growths are 
extirpated. The reader will excuse me if I introduce a few 
illustrations of the mode of treatment, taken from the works 
referred to. 

Case 1. Cystic Tumor cared by puncture .— The patient was 
nearly strangled by some obstruction in the larynx, which, on 
examination, proved to.be a large, soft tumor, concealing the 
glottis. The tumor was opened by a sharp-pointed bistory, par- 
tially surrounded with sticking-plaster. A sudden gush of glairy 
fluid took place, with a little pus and blood. All fee symptoms 
were at once relieved, and in the evening he was singing in bed. 
In a fow day* he was perfectly well, and so oantinued. (Dur- 
ham.) 

Case 2. Chronic Edema ; $cmtfloation<—C. C n aged 22, 
had grass dyspnea, hoarseness and pain in the throat for mom 
than taro years. For more than a year had not been able to lie 
down at night. A large tumor was seen projecting across the 

• For Ibis purpose, aoe 41 The Laryngoscope in diseases of the throat,” 
by Msckaaaae, op “ Rhinoscopy and Laryngoscopy” by Semeleder. 
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larynx, Of & deep red color. Diagnosis, chronic edema of larynx. 

A strong solution of nitrate of silver was applied every other 
day for a month without! much benefit. Then the tumor was 
scarified, which caused the discharge of a considerable quantity 
of blood and frothy fluid. Two days afterwards, no material 
change having occurred, the tumor was again freely lanced. 
Next day he was greatly relieved ; had slept well for some hours 
and awoke refreshed and oomfortable — a pleasure he had not 
known for more than two years. Swelling much diminished. 
Scarification repeated. In one week from the first scarification, 
he felt quite well, and wished to go to work. The voice was a 
little horse at first, but soon became natural, and the respiration 
entirely free from embarrassment. (Mackenzie.) 

Case 3. Warty Growth* removed by Forceps . — Mrs. 
aged 35, had not been able to speak above a whisper for two 
years. On examination, a number of warty excrescences were 
seen on and beneath the vocal cords. A strong solution of ni- 
trate of silver produoed too mnch dyspnea to warrant its con- s 
tinned use. The foroeps were resorted to, and after repeated 
trials and much difficulty the excrescences were entirely re- 
moved. A month afterwards the voice was completely restored, 
and she continued well. (Mackenzie.) 

Other cases are on record still more striking, the voice being 
speedily restored by the removal of warts or polypi after five, 
seven, or nine years of complete aphonia. In one instance, a 
child was said to have swallowed a fish-bone, and not being re- 
lieved by the probang and other means, and oroupy symptoms 
intervening, the laryngoscope disclosed a small bone nearly con- 
cealed behind the larynx. It was removed, though not without 
muchr difficulty. 

Important negative results are sometimes obtained by the use 
of the laryngoscope. In a number of instances in which trach- 
eotomy was contemplated for the relief of dyspnea, the instru- 
ment revealed no obstruction in the throat, and consequently led 
to the abandonment of the operation. Aortic aneurism in, some 
of these cases was finally diagnosticated. 

Galvanism, applied to the vocal cords, has been followed by 
Some remarkable results, in functional aphonia and in vocal weak- 
ness without structural disease An instrument was introduced 
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by Mackenzie, art d v - has been extensively employed' by himself 
and Idthew, by thCans of which the electric current can be ap- 
plied to the arytenoid cartilages so as to stimulate both branches 
of the pnCnmogastric nerve. One of Mackenzie’s patients was 
a lady who had lost her voice from a cold, and had not spoken 
above » whimper for two years. The vocal cords were fonnd to 
be perfectly healthy thongh relaxed. A single application of 
electricity restored the voice immediately. In another patient, 
whose loss of voice was of two years’ standing, the first appli- 
cation was unsuccessful ; but after the second, an improvement 
began, which resulted in complete recovery of voice in about a 
month. 

The cases that I have cited are not to be taken as an impartial 
exhibit of the results of laryngoscopy, but rather as illustra- 
tions of what can be done under favorable circumstances. Many 
times relief has been attained only by months of laborious and 
persevering treatment, and it is scarcely necessary to add that 
many cases resist all treatment. It fe clear, however, that as a 
means of diagnosis, the instrument is a complete success. A 
similar apparatus has been applied to the examination of the 
esophagus. By holding the orifice open with forceps, Semele- 
der succeeded, after a few attempts, in seeing as far down as 
the lowest edge of tbe cricoid cartilage, or more than an inch. 
He is oonfident that he could explore it still farther. For the 
satisfaction of persons who are fond* ot "sweet sounds,” it may 
be well to mention the term uEsophagoscopy in this connection* 

Rhinoscopy refers to a similar exploration of the posterior 
nares and the orifices of the eustachian tubes. For this pun* 
pose the mirror must be smaller and fixed at a right angle with 
the handle. 1 It is illuminated in the same way as before. A 
gyalula for depressing the tongue is required, and sometimes a 
hook for drawing forward the uvula. In affections of the nares, 
sUch as polypus and ozena, and in obstructions of the eustachian 
tube, this means of exploration is useful for diagnosis and also 
for treatment. To Czermak and Semeleder belongs the oredit 
of establishing rhinoscopy as a special department. Mackenzie 
describe# a case of ozena ot two years’ standing, caused by ul. 
cars oh the votrter and right middle turbinated bone, which was 
cured by tasti treatment applieebbj the aid of the mirror* ■ ■ 
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We should not be surprised if rhinoscopy r were to oome into 
general use sooner than laryngoscopy. It is easier of appHca- 
tion ; the parts involved are more accessible;/ andthehr diseases 
are more simple, requiring less skill in snrgieal manipulation. 
Cases of ozena causing great annoyance and trouble to patients 
as well as to physicians, are always on band* A more successful 
plan of treatment than formerly existed would be# a great blew 
sing to both parties . — Pacific Med. Journal. 


Imiervation of the Heart. Translated from the Gyzetfo dee 
Hopitauxy by L. J. Fbazbe^M. D., Prof, of Materia Mediae 
and Therapeutics, in the Kentucky School of ijedicine. 

* \ t ' . 

MM, E. and M. Cyon, (of St. Petersburg*) have sent to the 
Academy of Sciences, a note upon the innervation of thejuart. 

, During the past year, one of these experimenters, M. E. Cyon, 
conjointly with^Charles Ludwig, had established the following 
ftets ; 

1. The, cardiac nerve, which commences by two roots, one 
from the pneamogastriei the other frojn the superior laryngeal* 
is a nerve of sensibility of tjfre hearty It'gives to the heart the 
power of paralysing, by a reflex action, the tonicity of all the 
vessels of the organism ; and it is for this reason that MM, Cyon 
and Ludwig have denominated it the dqprmsqr nerve. 

2. The splanchnic nerves are the principal vascular <neryes of 
the organism; their eeotion reduces the pressqredn the parotid 
to its minimum, while the irritation of their peripheral extremi- 
ties doubles this pressure. The principal aim, this year, of 
Cyon, has been to establish the fact, that, contrary to the theory 
of Bezold, the acceleration ef the heart’s beats, produced! by the 
irritation of the spinal marrow, is not dependent upon vascular 
pressure. They out the Splanchnic nerves, and, though tbepres- 
sure was thus reduced to the minimum, the heart’s beats were 
not less accelerated by the electric irritation, of the spinal me*^ 
row, separated irom the brain at the pohU of the lttoC v u. l 
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(Thpsp experiiu^pts were m^Jo upon animals phoned Ijy cu- 
rari, and in which artificial respiration. wp after the 

cutting, of the pneumagftptric, the depressor and tfyp, sympathetic 
nerves of the neck.) - > , 

Having thus proved the direct aotinu-of.tbe spinal cold upon 
the hearty MM. Cyen extirpated all the nerves w&iohLtb* heart 
receives from the spinal marrow, through the :ieedimi^(tf/th© 
sympathetic ganglia, (the inferior cervical, and tbesuperimiidor- 
sal.) This extirpation produced no change either m the number 
or the strength of the cardiac contractions V btftj irfter this the 
contractions ceased to be influenced hy ^ritatifiPiefi jthe spinal 
cord. , ■ ■ ■>’;. . ) *'ds not f - ! 

They attempted to prove, by directly irritaUvg^ the cavdihc 
nerves, the part which eaoh of these plays; : Similar experiments 
made upon rabbits and dogs, gave th^Mkmikg results : 

1. Electrical irritation of the third brafibh of the inferior cer- 
vical ganglion, provoked, in rabbits, an acceleration of the heart’ll 
beats, arid a diminution of their extent. 

2. The first two branches of the same ganglion, are nerves of 

sensation of the heart, and form the continuation of the depres- 
sor nerve. ' 4 n % 1 

3. Irritation of the fourth branch of this* ganglion, which 
passes above the subclavian artery, and forms, with a fifth branch 
of the same ganglion, the ring of Vioussens, produced a slight 
elevation above the average pressure of the blood without chang- 
ing the number of pulsations. 

4. In dogs, where the sympathetic nerve of thq neck and the 

pneumogsptric, are found ip the game sheath, irritation of the 
second branch of the inferior eervical ganglion, pray okes the 
same changes that irritation of the third brepch s prod opes in 
rabbits. , 

The acceleration of the pulsations prpduped in 4qgs fud iq 
rabbits, by direct irritation of the perves is -less 

marked than that produced , by excise# tbe spipal cord, which 
finds an easy explanation in the fact that in the latter case all 
the cardiac nerves are simultaneously irritated. MM. Cyon have 
proposed to call these branches of the cervical ganglion accele . 
3 
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rotor nerves of the heart ; and as to the mode of action of these 
nerves, they have arrived at the following conclusions ; 

a These are not the ordinary motor nerves, terminating in the 
muscle of the heart : * 

li because their irritation produces no tetanus of the heart ; 

2. It does not even augment the action of the heart, for we 
have seen the height of the mercurial column in the manometer 
diminish while the number of beats increased ; 

3. The heart has, within itself, excitor ganglia ; 

4. The crutati does not paralyze these accelerator nerves. 

b. Neither are these nerves which act upon the vessels of the 
heart, for the complete occlusion of these vessels does not 
ohasge the l^ufcber of the bean’s pulsations. 

c. They can only be netryes terminating in the ganglia of the 
heart. Their aotion coftsists in modifying the labor of the heart 
as to time. Thus tbfty are qpnply antagonists of the pneumo- 
gastric nerves, in this sense, that irritation of these last named 
nerves slackens the pulsations of the heart, .in augmenting their 
extent, while the accelerator nerves augment the number of pul- 
sations in diminishing, at the same time, their extent. 

To recapitulate, it is seen that the researches of MM. Cyon 
complete that which was previously known in regard to the in- 
nervation of the heart. It was known that the heart, in itself, 
possessed a little independent nervous center, consisting of gan- 
glia. It was known that this little nervous center acted solely 
in a normal and continuous manner, for the purpose of regula- 
ting the contractions of the organ. It was known that by their 
influence upon this little center, the pneumogastric nerves enter- 
ing into action, slacken the pulsations of the heart in augment' 
ing their extent. 

MM. Cyon have ascertained that the pneumogastries have an- 
tagonists springing from the spinal marrow, and exerting a con 
trary influence upon the little cardiao center. Thus the general 
innervation will be found doubly bound in a centrifugal way to 
the proper innervation of the heart. — West Jottr. of Med. 
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Medullary Sarcoma of the Spleen . By L. WoODAtrw, M. !>., 

Alton, O. ■ f 

Jane 20, 1386, was celled to see Mrs. M. H., aged f 28 yeute, 
the mother of five children* She complained of a u temp^ In her 
left side, which could be distinctly felt below the ribs, md was 
occasionally painful, and slightly tender. My disgnofoiswfts a ti 
enlarged spleen, and gave her a very mild mercurial, and iron arid 
quinia. Tim tonics were continued at intervals daring the sun*- 
mer without ftny perceptible diminution of the tumor, or serious 
impairment of the general health, until tbefcStb of Octber, when 
she had an attack of fever, accompanied with great enlargement, 
extreme lancinating pains, and much tenderness of the tumor. 

The fever soon gave way under appropriate treatment. Now 
the patient Exhibited the peculiar sallow paleness, of complexion 
character! Sing the cancerous cachexia. This, together with the 
toncinatfog pain, and the obsiinaoy with which it had Resisted 
all treatment convinced me of the malignant character of the tu* 
raor. Prof. Hamilton, of Starling Medical College, saw her hi 
the latter part of November, and Dr. Gay, of Coiambus, in Jana- 
ary, both of whom were convinced of its cancerous nature. 

A supporting and anodyne course of treatment, and nutritions 
diet were continued until March last, when an Eclectic took 
oharge of the case, assuring the patient that he could “ cure” her, 
and in the stereotyped language of the charlatan, assured her that 
* if she had been treated right in the beginning , she ieoutd have 
been well long ago” The cancerous vulture of incurable disease 
still fed upon the vitals of the too confiding suflerer, in spite of the 
persevering use of podopbyllin, spearmint, and catipp. The vftaj 
forces rapidly failed, and on the 20th of June,, 1867, one year 
after the first appearance of the tumor, in ait effort to rise from 
her bec4 she had fatal syncope, arid soon expired. * 

Autopsy twenty hours after dehth. Emaciatipb,lrt 
entire abserice Of fatty tissues. Abdomen* distended with ’ffcid, 
and in left side a lobulaied tumor. On opening the abdomen, 
about two gallons of straw colored flgid were discharged. The 
tumor occupied the left side, crowding the intestines tjo the; op- 
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posite side. Tumor firmly adherent to transverse colon, pelvis 
of left kidney,, patter eat, stomaoh posterior vail of the abdomen, 
and in fact to all the surrounding parts. 

Tumor, perhaps eighteen inches in circumference, firm, nodu- 
lated and cartilaginous in appearance. In breaking-up the adhe- 
sion, a quantity of matter of the consistence and white appearance 
of cream, the result of softening. The tumor consisted of a 
dull, opaque, sofUsh matter, bearing a resemblance to brain.” 
Dissection showed the tumor to have originated in the spleen, to 
which it was attached by a short pedicle, an inch in diameter- 
The spleen was two pr throe times its natural siae, in a state of 
degeneration ; the healthy strqetnre had been replaced by the 
unhealthy until abont onetfourth of thahorgan presented the same 
appearance as the tumor. Right kidney healthy ; left atrophied, 
apparently from pressure. la the right lobe of the liver, two 
round masses, two inches in diameter, were found, resembling 
tha Humor in appearance, bat in no way conaeoted with itt re- 
mainder of the organ healthy. Omentum entirely destitute of 
£»$, firmly attached to tumor, and vessels injected. Uterus and 
its appendages -were heathy. 


- t : .... 

An Anodyne JFormda. , 

The following formula is recommended for- combining 
chloroform and morphia for internal; administration : One 
part, by. weight, of morphia is dissolved in two parts of rec- 
tified wine-vinegar, ana twenty parts .of rectified spirit of 
wine ; and the solution, when cold, is tnixed with eighty 
parts of chloroform. One drop contains the three-hundredth 
port of a grain of morphia. ' The dose dor a child is two to 
fifteen drops ; for an adult, thirty to forfty dropsw Iff is' said 
to give relief, in most pavoful - affeotkws muoh -more quickly 
and certainly than morphia- alone, and to leeye none of .the 
'unpleasant. after-effects of opium- . The subcutaneous injec- 
tion of morphia during chloroform narcosis is strongly advo- 
cated in all those cases where it is desirable to maintain the 
state of unconsciousness for a lengthened period.— Med.Rte, 
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EDITOAHIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS- 


ATLANTA MBDIOAL COLLEGE 

The Ninth Animal Course, of Lectures in this Institution 
Ins just beep concluded. 

Ia 1865 the first course wes'held, and after the suspension . 
for four years daring the war, commencing at the conclusion 
of the session of 1881, the exercises were resumed regal arly. 
oa; the first of May, 1866. The duties of . the term just 
passady have.heen discharged with satisfaction to both afar, 
dent and teacher, 

Notwithstanding thegreater stringency in money matters,, 
than at any time since the war, the class of the present year;, 
is even larger than that of last. The additional facilities 
offered in the practical and theoretical course, to continue 
through the &ll and winter, and the pecuniary relief to the 
country from the success of agricultural operations, give as- 
surance of a largely increased number of students in future. 

There are several of the present class who i remain to at- 
tend the fall and winter course, while others will return 
after visiting their friends at home. Donbtless, many whcS 
have not before visited the Institution, will avail themselves 
of the great advantages offered to the beginner, the ad- 
vanced student, and the graduate. Tp the first, the regular 
examinations and lectures daily,' will be of immense value 
in dirseting the mind ip the. proper ohanuel of thought, and 
insuring hisspCedy and thorough acquaintance with the fun- 
damental principles of Medicine To those having already . 
made soipevproficiency in their studies, the practical demon- 
stration* in Medicine, finrgery, and Obstetrics, will certainly 
bo-of iznnkeose value in giving, familiarity with subjects very 
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embarrassing to the young practitioner. The manner of de- 
termining the existence and character of disease by all the 
general and physical signs of morbid action, willpe plainly 
exhibited, daily, in the College Dispcnsory, where fifteen or 
more patients are prescribed for, and in the hospital of one 
hundred patients, situated on the College grounds. 

The small sum ($15) charged for this coarse of eight 
months, makes these advantages available to man} who, in 
these ‘‘hand times, ’’ could riot otherwise obtain thetftl The 
price of board being almost as cheap as at any place in the 
country, very little additional expenso will be incurred to 
that necessary in office study at home. Students of medi- 
cine, who have not graduated and those ready to com- 
mence the practice, will doubtless find it to their interest to. 
attendj though it may not be convenient to remain through 
the whole course. Even two or three months tbus spent, will 
be found to compensate oven the young practitioner, who 
desires to acquire practical information rapidly. 

■ This Course will continue throughthe entire interim, bo 
tween thfe tegular sessions of tho College, from the first of 
September 1 to the first df tho following May. Those, there- 
fore, commencing the 6tndy of Medicine, hot wishing to 
take ft regular full coutfeo during the winter, bnt desire to do 
so next Summer at this -Institution, would do well to spend 
most of the fall and winter here. 1 


TO OUR PATRONS. 

: The Journal has now reached the- Seventh number of tbs 
Second Tblbme. Thus it is that nineteen numbers haveibeen 
sent dnfc td our readers. The terms require cash, in advance; 
but owing to the. great pressure upon the country, pecunia- 
rily and otherwise, since the war, many have been furnished 
with the Journal regularly at considerable labor and expense 
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without advance payment. We have suffered financial em- 
barrassment, more or leas, daring the whole time that. We ‘ 
have thus labored assiduously to prepare matter, and pay for < 
publication. We do not make thrn appeal for advance pay-, 
meats particularly, bnt that' we may have remittance made 
of debts due ns for what has already been received and need. , 
We say to our readers, will yon allow ns to be rained, when 
you can avert it by mailing to the Editors at their risk, the' 
small pittance effoar dollars l f Honor, humanity, and 
every thing sacred in your heart say, no ! The time has been, 
and recently, too, when those, nnaocnetomed towant, hither- 
to, could rarely meet with money at all ; bnt now, since the < 
country has been blessed with a bountiful harveBt of wheat, 
and the prospect of a fine yield of oorn and cotton, the read- 
ers of Medical Journals, will bo able to obtain from their 
patrons remuneration for services, and relieve their distressed 
creditors, at least to the small extent our demands go. We 
take courage at the very thought. Do remit, if possible, du- 
ring the month of September. 


OUR JOURNAL. t 

We have concluded arrangements which will insure for- 
eign correspondence for some time to come. These letters 
will be very interesting, doubtless, as they will be the re- 
sult of “ sight-seeing” in the medical emporiums of the world, 
London and Paris. 

We expect a letter, at least once a month, during the fall 
and Winter, and hope to have one from each of these great 
centres of medical learning, in every number of the Jour- ' 
nal, for some time to come. ? 

In the mean 'time, it will be onr object, constantly, to af- 
ford onr readers sll that is new and interesting in Medicine 
and Surgery, from all the various sources at onr command- 
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In thisoonnebtioo, we would 'not peas mmotioed the con- 
tributions of prdotieiug physicians in oar own country. 
These, tp to*, and no doubt to oar readers, areboth interest-. 
iBg and instructive. That ismoafc beautiful which is mast 
tisbfulpend. the inventions' and discoveries of industrious, 
piactichl physicians, directed by eeience, are important ad- 
ditions to theinedical literature of the Gauntry. The know- 
ledge of many : of such facta die with their discoverer, on ac- 
count of the disinclination of practitioners to make contri- 
hntiois td periodical. 

We, therefore, persuade and ennourage physicians in coun- 
try pnaofiice^-wherfe, front the inability to obtain known con- 
trivances, and remedies, they are often driven to important 
dibeoveriea— to make known, through medical Journals, such 
useful infonmakioiik. ■ 


.' v - uJ J 1- 

' - • ■ ; ; ' ‘ - v ■' * 

DR. YANDELL’S LETTER. 

Our readers will find in the August No. of our Journal, 
an able and exceedingly interesting letter from London, to 
one of the Editors of this Journal. We will receive others, 
and when we do, they shall share the pleasure and instruc- 
tion they afford. . The writer, Dr. L. P. Yandell, Jr., is one 
of the ablest, representatives our profession has sent abroad 
for many yeirs. With a first elate collegiate education, he 
edmbines the greatest thoroughness in the profession of me- 
dicine. As a sound original thinker, no man of bis aged©: 
serves k higher .rank ; and for practical .wisdom, keqnneteof 
observation* andfelieity of macaer, we scarcely .know his 
equal* 'j>: - 

The President of the Epidemiological Society of London, 
composed of the most learned medical toon of the metropo- 
lis, complimented in veafy lugh terms; a speech mad© by him 
before thesociety, .Many of thn manbera, alsp, expressed 
their delight at hearing him. 
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Dr. Yandell is the youngest son of Dr. Lunsford F. Yan- 
dell, Prof, of Chemistry in the Medical department of Tran- 
sylvania University, in the glorious dsyb of that renowned 
institution. He subsequently held the same chair in the 
Medical department of the University of Louisville. He 
was associated throughout his long and honorable life as a 
teacher with Eberle, Drake, Richardson, Short, Caldwell, 
Dudley, and many others. The last named and himself, are 
all that now remain of that bright gallaxy who were the 
firfet to exalt the standard of medical education west of the 
Allegbanies, and which has been felt throughout the west' 
and south, in all the fruition of success from the lakes to the 
sea-board. Long may he live to enjoy a fame so justly won 
as a model gentleman, medical philosopher, and an earnest 
Christian. 


The following excerpta we make from the Druggists’ 
Circular: ... 

Vomiting of Pregnancy. 

In a recent discussion on the sickness of: Pregnant Woolen, 
published in the Union Medicale, M. Gros reported a caso 
in which this symptom had continued for a long time, re- 
ducing the patient to extreme emaciation. He administered' 

G sine in the doBe of fifty centigrammes (about Sight grains) 
>re each meal, with complete relief. Many other reme- 
dies had 1 been previously tried without the least' benefit. 

The efficacy of this remedy in these eases was substancia- 
ted by Drs. Duhomme, Piogey, and Labb6. It was remarked 
that the action of this remedy is somewhat nnoeitain, owing 
to its liability to. change. It slionld not be administered in . 
too hot a> vehicle, a a a high .temperature destroys its efficacy': ■ 
Another objection to its common usd is its great price. 

Dr. Dufour said that in many, cases lie had found chlo- 
rohydic acid an equally efficient remedy, and not liable to 
the objections which exist against pepsin e; he had found it 
to be almost equally successful in these cases . — Bottom Med. 
and Burg. J&urnciL 
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New Anesthetic. 


“We are glad to announce the introduction of a new 
anaesthetic, which, if further experience confirms the results 
hitherto obtained, promises to be of remarkable value. Dr. 
Protheroe Smith has been making some observations on the 
administration by inhalation of the tetrachloride of carbon 
(CCUVof which we wait for a fuller account. In the mean 
time, from our own observation, we may state in favor of 
this agent, that it has a pleasant odor, somewhat resembling 
that of the quince. We understand that anaesthesia is rap- 
idly produced by it (in some cases in the space of half a 
minute,) that the condition appears to be easily sustained 
with or without entire loss pf consciousness, and that the ef- 
fects pass off very quickly. There is not usually, we learn, 
any excitement or struggling before anesthesia supervenes, 
and its use is not followed by the sickness which is some- 
times so troublesome a feature from the administration of 
chloroform. A point of great interest in relation to the te- 
trachloride of carbon is the property which we are told it 
possesses of immediately allaying pain arising from any 
cause. In a large number of instances it has been success- 
fully employed for the relief of headache and dysmenor- 
rhoeal suffering. Dr. Protheroe Smith has found it of great 
value in inducing quiet and refreshing sleep. He has also 
employed it in midwifery, and finds that it removes pain 
without necessarily destroying consciousness, or interfering 
apparently with the expulsive efforts of labor .” — London 
Lancet. 

Application of Collodion in Cholera. 


Dr. Drouet, of La Grand-Montronge, maintains that the 
external application of collodion will arrest the premonitory 
diarrhoea, and afford an excellent means of restoring warmth 
in confirmed cholera. He uses a mixture of collodion 6 
parts, castor oil 1 part, smeared over the abdomen, and cov- 
ered with eotton wool. The evaporation of the ether at 
first causes a sensation of cold, but in a few nlinntes this is 
followed by a feeling of warmth, which increases in intensity, 
withoiit, however, becoming so intense as to cause distress. 
This application, he says, will certainly arrest the progress 
of the disease, if used during the first hours of the attack, 
and provided it be not of an extremely violent nature. 
— (L* Union Medicate.) — N. Y. Medical Journal. 
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WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, 

(MEDICAL DEPARTMENT) 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 


FACULTY : 

Rev. Thomas E. Bond, M. D., President 

G. C. M. Roberts, M. D., Emeritus Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases 
of Women and Children. 

A J. Foard, M. D., Professor of Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy. 

J. P. Logan, M. D. , Professor of the Principles and Practice of Medicine. 
Harvey L. Byrd, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics. 

Martin P. Scott, M. d., Professor of the Diseases of Women and 
Children* 

Edward Warren, M. D., Professor of the Mnciples and Practice of 

John FgSonmonibr, M. D., Professor of Physiology and General Path- 
ology. 

J. J. Moorman, M. D., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence and Ilygiennc. 
Joseph E. Clagett, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
Clarence Morfit, M D., Professor of Medical Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
John N. Monmonikr, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 


The next Session of this Institution will commence on the first day of* 
October ensuing, and continue lor five months. 

One Student from each Congressional District of the late slaveholding ; 
States will be admitted to all the privileges of this University upon the 
payment of thirty-five dollars for each session of attendance. 

Wounded and disabled soldiers will have precedence in this regard 
over all other applicants. 

Located in BaHimore, one of the most populous* hospitable, and attrac- 
tive cities in this country ; under the charge of Professors who have en- 


tire cities in this country ; under the charge of Professors who have en- 
joyed peculiar oppofliimities for surgical and medical experience during 
the recent war, and several of whom have already been successful teach 
ere in well known medical schools ; and with the most satisfactory ar- 
rangements for the proper illustration of all the subjects embraced In its 
extended curriculum, Washington University ofiere unusual advantages 
to those engaged in the study of Medicine. 

A daily public clinic will be held, at which such thorough instruction will 
be riven as cannot fail to familiarize the student with every variety of disease 
ana injury, and to give him a practical acquaintance with the use of re- 
medial agents. 

The students of this Institution will be admitted into tlie public hospitals 
of the city:, where arrangements have been made for clinical instruction. 

Anatomical studies can be pursued under as favorable, circumstances as 
in any other medical college in this country. 

FEES. 

Matriculation*. *.$ 5 

Dissection. 10 

Professors, f 120 

Graduation * 20 

Beneficiary 35 

Graduates of other respectable medical schools will be required only to 
pay the fees for Matriculation, Dissection, and Graduation. 

A. J. FOARD, M. D., Dean, 

No. 47 Liberty street, N. E. comer of Lexington, 
Sept-lm or Bamum’s Hotel 
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LINDSAY & BLAKISTffiGS:. 

* LATEST, ISSUES 6k WoftkS ON 

Medicine, Surgery, end the Collateral Sciences, 


I3T* All Books sent by Mail* free of postage, upon receipt 
of the retail price as annexed. 

AITKEN’S SCIENCE AND PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. From the 
4th London Edition, with Additions equal to 320 pages of the original* 
by Mekideth Clymer, M. D. 2 vols., royal octavo. Price, $12.00. 

WAKING’S PRACTICAL THERAPEUTICS: 1 Octavo. Price, $6.00 
♦CHAMBERS’ LECTURES— THE RENEWAL OF LIFE. Ftotoi the 
Fourth London Edition. Price, $5.00. 

DR TANNER’S INDEX OF DISEASES AND THEIR TREAT- 
MENT. Octavo. Price, $3.00. 

TANNER’S PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. From the Fifth London 
Edition. Price, $6.00. 

BEALE’S MICROSCOPE IN PRACTICAL MEDICINE. Third Edi- 
tion. 500 illustrations. Price, $7.50. 

HEADLAND ON THE ACTION OF MEDICINES 1ft THE SYSTEM. 
Fifth Edition. Price, $3.00. 

JTJ9T : 

LINDSAY & BLACKISTONS PHYSICIAN’S VISITING LIST FOR 
1868. For Sizes and Prices see their Catalogue, 

This favorite Visiting List, the drat published In the United States, 
forms an invaluable Pocket Companion for ctrery Physician \ compact, 
easily carried in the pocket, methodical in its arrangement, and so useful 
that the Physician once using it will never afterwards be without it. “U 
will cost the Physician a dollar or two ? it will save him many hundreds.* 

THE SYDENHAM SOCIETYS. BIENftlAL RETROSPECT OF 
MEDICINE, SURGERY, AND THE ALLIED SCIENCES FOR 
1865-66. Edited by Mr. H. Power, Dr. Anbtlp, Mr. Holmes, Mr. 
Thos. Windsor, Dr. Barnes, and Dr. C. Hilton Fagge, for the New 
Sydenham Society. 1 vol., octavo. Price, $3.5 0< 

Will bo Beady Early in January Next • 

THE PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL REPORTS, To be published 
annually. Volume I, containing: A Medical and Surgical History of 
the Hospital, Clinical Lectures, and Reports by the Medical and Surgi- 
cal Staff, Reports of Cases occurring during the.year r &o*,4fetit frith ap- 
propriate illustrations. . To form a handsome octavo volume, somewhat 
similar in size and style to The London or Guy’s. Hospital Reports. 

Terms,— T o subscribers, . $4.00 per .volume, sent free, by mail, when 
paid for in advance. To non- subscribers, $5.00 per volume. -- 
| A New and Descriptive Catalogue <rf Mediqal Books, ( nth *- 
ding the above • works, now ready , and will be fancasrded free upon applica - 
tion to LINDSAY & BLACKISTON, Publishers, 

Bept-lm Philadelphia. 
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By request, Professor HORATIO R. STORER will de- 
liver lua second private course of twelve Lectures, upon the 



During the first fortnight of December, at his rooms in 
Boston. Foe $50, and Diploma required to be shown. 

Certificates of attendance upon the course just completed, 
have been issued to the following gentlemen : Drs. O. M. 
Carlton, Norwich, Ct. ; Daniel Mann, Pelham, N. H. ; G. 
E. Bullard, Blackstone, Mass. ; J. A. McDonough, Boston, 
Mass. ; M. C. Talbott, Warren, Pa. ; II. Geronld, Erie, Pa.; 
E. F. tTpham, W. Randolph, Vt.; W. L. Wells, Howell, 
Mich.; and W. A. J. Case, Hamilton, C. W. 

Hotel Pelham, Boston, July 1, 1867. Sept-4m 

ALBANY MEDICAIT cOLLEGE! , 


The next course of Lectures In this College will commence on the first 
Tuesday in September, and continue sixteen weeks. 

Materials for dissection arc abundant, and famished to Students on as 
reasonable terms as at any similar institution in the conntiy. A spacious 
Hospital has been opened nearly opposite the College, to which Students 
are admitted free of charge. 

Clinical Lectures are delivered in the Hospital three days In the week. 

n » 4 m* •*_ L ia • ■ n.. TT j 




The Working laboratory of the College open for work and instruction 
throughout the year. 

PROFESSOR8: 

AwMCsr March, M. 0., Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

James McNau chiton, M. D., Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

James H. Akmsby, M. D., Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy. 

John V. P. QuacEenbhbh, M. D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
and Children. 

JaCob 9. Mosher, M. D., Chemistry and Medical Jurisprudence. 

6. OakJ.et VandbrpOel, M. D., General Pathology and Clinical Medi- 
cine. 

James E. Pomeret, M. D., Physiology. 

John V. Lansing, M. D., Materia Medica. 

Catalogue and Circular, with fall information, famished on appli- 
cation. JACOB S. MOSHER, Registrar, 

8ept-ly Albany, N. Y7 
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MIAMI MEDICAL DOLLEDE OF ONMMATL 


The EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION of this Institution will commence 
on the first Tuesday of October, 1867, and close about the first of March, 

im 

FACULTY i 


Geo. Mendenhall, M. D„ Professor of Obstetrics. 

B. F. Richardson, M. D., Professor of Diseases of Women and Children. 
John A. Mxjrphy, M. D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
Henry E. Foote, M. D., Professor of Anatomy. 

Wm. H. Musset, M. D., Professor of Operative Surgery and Surgical 
Pathology. 

Jesse P, Judkins, M. D. f Professor of Special Pathology, 187 West Sixth 
Street 


Wm. Clendbnin, M. D., Professor of Military Surgery, Surgical Anatomy, 
and Principles of Surgery. 

E. Williams, M. D., Professor of Ophthalmology and Aural Surgery. 
Chandler B. Chapman, M. D., Professor of Chemistry, Toxicology, and 
Medical Jurisprudence. 

Edward B. Stevens, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
Wm. H. Taylor, M. D., Professor of Physiology, Pathology, and Morbid 
Anatomy. 

C. P. Wilson, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Geo. S. Courtright, M. P., Prosector to the Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
J. C. Culbertson, Ml D. # Assistant to^the Professor of Chemistry. 

Tickets to the fall Course $40 00 

Graduation Pee . . ; . . 25 00 

Matriculation Fee. l . 5 00 

Demonstrator’s Ticket. 5 00 

Hospital Ticket *j • 

ty For mrther particulars, and the Annual Circular ana Catalogue, 
address either GEO. MENDENHALL, M. D., Dean. 

E. B. STEVENS, M. D., Boc’y. Sept-2m 


UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


1B\A.CTT LTY : 

T. S. Bell, M. D., Professor Emeritus of the Science and Practice of 
Medicine and Public Hygiene. 

H. Miller, M. D„ Professor of the Medical and Surgical Diseases of 
Women. 

L. Powell, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics. 

L. Rogers, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

G. W. Bayless, M. D., Professor of Surgery. 

H. M. Bullitt, M. D., Professor of Physiology and General Pathology. 

C. W. Wright, M. D., Professor of Chemistry, 

D. W. Yandell, M. D., Professor of the Science and Practice of Medicine. 
J. M. Bodine, M. D., Professor of Anatomy and Dean of the Faculty. 

J. P. 8atterwhite, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

The next regular session will commence on the second Monday in October 
and continue until the 1st of March. The dissecting rooms will be opened 
on the 1st of October, and preliminary lectures will be delivered daily at the 
College, with Clinical instruction at the City Hospital until the regular 
lectures begin. 

FEES,— Professors’ Tickets in full $120 ; Demonstrator's Tickets, $10 ; 
Matriculation Fee; $5 ; Graduation Fee, $26. 

For informatton, address J. M. BODINE, Dean of the Faculty. 
Sept-lm t 
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THE MEMCAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER, 


A WISELY HSD1GAL JOURNAL 


t 


a W. BUTLER, M.D., 
1). Q. BRINTON, M. D., 


( 


Editors. 


The Reporter It published every Saturday, each number containing at least 20 large, octavo, 
double column pages, neatly printed on good paper, making two volumes a year with full Index. 

The Reporter is Original, Practical and Independent, and contains Lectures, Communications, 
Hospital and Medical Society Reports, a Periscope of American and Foreign Medical Literature, 
Book Notices, Editorials, Correspondence, Newt, etc. 

We claim that It it by far the most widely circulated, lively, practical, and wide-awake medi- 
cal journal in this country. 

Subsc ription Price $6 a year In advance. 

J3F* Send for a specimen copy. 

Direct, 115 8. Seventh St., Philadelphia. 


THE HALF YEARLY COMPENDIUM OF MEDIC AX SCIENCE.— Being a synopsis of Practical 
Surgery and Medical Literature. 

The Compendium will appear on the 1st of January, 136S, and every half year subsequently 
Eaeh number will contain 800 pages of reading matter, and embrace all that is valuable to the 
Practitioner in the Medical Journals, the transaction of Medical Societies, and Monographs on 
Medical Science which appear both in Europe and America, and will aim to furnish a concise 
and correct summary of the progress of Medicine each half year. Some of the most able talent 
in the profession will be employed on its columns, and we rely on the Physicians of America to 
support us in the undertaking. 

Terms, $8 per annum la advance. 

The Reporter and Compendium, $7. 

All who desire to support this American undertaking, will please send In their names 
immediately. 

a W. BUTLER, M. D., 1 

D. G. BRINTON, M. D., \ 


MEDICAL TRANSFER AND COMMISSION AGENCY.— Books, Surgical Instruments, Drugs, 
Chemicals, Medicines, etc. 

Purchased for the Profession at the lowest retail prices, without commission, and promptly 
forwarded to any part of the United States or Canada. Chemical and Microscopical examina- 
tions made. 

The only Agency in America for 

TRANSFERS OF PRACTICE AND MEDICAL PARTNERSHIPS. 

Those wishing to sell the whole or a share of their practice, are solicited to send a Bill de- 
scription of its location, competition, profits, price, etc., and to Inclose $10,00. This will entitle 
them to eight advertisement* in the Medical and Surgical Reporter, and their business wfll be 
oonducted by the Agency without any further charge, unless a sale is effected. In that oase, 
a small commission will be charged. Negotiations strictly confidential. Inquiries on all sub- 
jects cheerfully answered. The Agency, also, Issues every six months, (April and October) a 
revised edition of Us 

PRICED CATALOGUE OF MEDICAL BOOKS AND SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS— Price, 25 cte. 
and publishes (br. 0. W. Butler's) 

PHYSICIAN’S DAILY POCKET RECORD. 

Address (with stamp, If answer Is desired by mall,) 

Editom Medical a yd Surgical Reporter, 

115 South Seventh Street, 

Philadelphia, Penn. 


THE PHYSICIAN’S DAILY POCKET RECORD, 

BY 8. W. BUTLER, M. D. 

The best Physician’s Visiting List published. It contain* a priced List of New Remedies, a 
Classified List of Medicines, with doses and prices. Poisons and their Antidotes, Medicinal 
Weight# and Measures. Fee Tables, city and country. Visiting List and Diary for 85 patients 
weekly, Blanks for Accounts, Records for Births, Vaccinations, Deaths, etc. 

It is perpetual, being good for a year from date of purchase. Price, $1,50, including name 
stamped on tuck. Aug. — 6m. 
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EDWARD GREEY <fc CO., 

34 Vesey Street, Hew York. 

SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF EUGENE RIMMEL, 

PBRFUM HSR, 


PARIS AND LONDON. . 


DR. DE JONGH’S 


(Knight of the Order of Leopold of Belgium.) 



This Oil, the undeviating parity and uniform excellence of which arc 
guaranteed by Dr. De Jongh, the standard authority on the subject of 
Cod Liver Oil, is of so fine a quality, and its therapeutic action is mani- 
fested with such certainty and efficacy, that the most distinguished mem- 
bers of the Faculty in all parts of the world now justly regam this celebra- 
ted preparation as incomparably superior to every other kind. 


Opinion of JONATHAN PEREIRA, M. D., F. R. B., F. L. 8. 
Professor at the University of London , Phyvcian to the London Hospital, Au- 
thor of 11 The Elements of Materia Medica and Therapeutics,” &C-, &c. 
“My dear Sir, — I was very glad to hear from you, when I had the pleas- 
ure of seeing yon in London, that you were interested commercially in 
Cod Liver Oil. It was fitting that the author of the best analysis and in- 
vestigations into the properties of this Oil should himself be the purveyor 
of this important medicine. 

“ I feel, however, some diffidence in venturing to fhlfil your request by 
giving you my opinion of the quality of the On of which you gave me a 
sample ; because I know that no one can be better, and few so well, ac- 
quainted with the physical and chemical properties of this medicine as 
yourself, whom I regard as the highest authority on the subject 
“ I can, however, have no hesitation about the propriety of responding 
to your application. The Oil which you gave me was of the veiy finest 
quality, whether considered jwith reference to its color, flavor, or chemi- 
cal properties; and I am satisfied that fbr medicinal purposes no finer Oil 
can be produced. 

“ With my best wishes for your success, believe me, my dear sir, to be 
* Very faithfully yours, 

JONATHAN PEREIRA 

. “ Finsbury Square, London, April 10, 1851. 

44 Dr Ha .Yrvnsih »» 
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ARTICLE I. 

Report of a (km of Typhoid. ' Fever, with Remarks. By 

Charles Pinckney, U. D., of Atlanta,, Ga. 

An interesting case of Typhoid Fever came under my 
notice in the year 1859, while engaged in the praotice of 
medicine in the rice-growing, region of South Carolina. As 
it presented certain conditions and peculiarities which I have 
never observed before or since, a brief sketch of its history, 
prepared from notes taken at the time, may not prove upin,- 
teresting to the profession. The patient, Dolly, ngetj eight 
years, the property of Mrs. E. P. Pinckney,. A shepoo, S. C., 
was seen by me, for the first time, on the 7th of June 1859. 
The earlier symptoms were so nearly analogous to Billions 
Remittent, that I directed the usual treatment for that dis- 
ease- It was not. long, howevor, before sufficient evidence 
was presented to prove the incorrectness of my diagnosis. 
The oasa was one of Typhoid Fever. This, I confess, is not 
the only instance where I have made a similar mistake ; for 
to those who have practiced amid thp malarial swamps of 
lower Carolina, the task would frequently be, a difficult on.e 
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to determine the precise nature and grade of fevers in their 
incipiency. The simple Continued, would seem, in certain 
cases, to degenerate into Typhoid, and a fever which had 
oisOftOd all the rdlefe of periodicity for no indefinite number 
of days, has been known to assume the enteric form, wherein 
was developed all the symptoms peculiar to that disease, 
terminating in perforation of the intestines, as revealed by 
post-mortem examination.' "Whether the latter was merely 
engrafted upon the former, or whether it was indeed a de- 
generation thereof is a question not yet satisfactorily settled- 
But to return to the case under consideration. 

On the 6th of July the patient was attacked suddenly with 
the most excruciating abdominal pains, located apparently 
in the region of the coecum. She seemed to be laboring un- 
der acute peritonitis. Calomel and Opium, in small doses, 
were now resorted to, and a blister applied over the seat of 
pain. These means failing to arrest inflammation, ice was 
next freely used internally, and externally over the abdomen. 
Diarhoea soon set in, of the most debilitating character — the 
evacuations being frequent, watery, and very offensive. 
Pulse became small, thready, and so frequent that it could 
barely be counted. Brandy produced no perceptible re- 
action — though administered in considerable quantity and 
at short intervals. The patient continued growing worse, 
and lapsed into a partially comatose condition. At this 
stage I ordered : 

Spts. Terebinth, gtt. xxx. 

Muc. g. Acacias, 5 8S - 

It. 

S — To be repeated every hour. 

After the fourth dose her condition improved somewhat ; 
and, attributing it to the effect of the Terpentine, that med- 
icine, in smaller quantity, combined with" other remedies, 
was continued until the evacuations became less frequent 
and more natural. Fever declined in proportion to the 
abatement of the abdominal symptoms. On the third day 
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bat little pain was felt upon pressure oyer the right Uliae 
region; her appetite was coming back; she, was evidently 
better. 

At this juncture the patient passed, during an evacuation^ 
a large portion of what appeared to he the mucous mem- 
brane of the intestine, considerably thickened by previous 
inflammation. A part of the same substance which had 
escaped per anum, but remained attached by one extremity 
to the external terminus of the rectum, was clipped off and 
preserved as something curious. Its consistency was firm- 
It was six inches in length, and a perfect cylinder Without 
the closest examination it might readily have ben mistaken, 
even by professional men, for a section of intestine. My 
friend, Dr. G. M Kivers, of Walterboro, S. C., may have i£ 
still in his possession. Other smaller and entirely detached 
portions of the same material subsequently escaped, leaving 
the anus exceedingly sore and sensitive. Diarhoea again 
threatened to destroy the patient. Injections could not be 
retained for a moment ; but the use of supporitories, retained 
in position by means of a T bandage, finally arrested the 
discharges. Irritation subsided and the evacuations became 
natural. Tonics and stimulants, in combination with diu- 
retics, ^ycrenow given — these last in order to remove an ef- 
fusion of water which had occurred to some extent. Diet 
was particularly watched, and animal food administered as 
regularly as medicinal remedies. On the second of August 
she stood up and talked with me for a minute or two. I had 
no. doubt she would recover. At daylight next morning the 
nurse informed me that “ Dolly is dead.” 

The autopsy revealed some interesting as well as surpris- 
ing facts. Upon opening the abdomen abopt two quarts of 
water escaped;— being the effusion before alluded to. I then 
proceeded to examine the rectum, where disease was thought 
to have produced the principal lesion. Here the traces of 
previous inflammation and destruction were plain. A surface 
pi three inches in length, by one and a-hfdf inches in 
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breadth of the anterior wall of that viscus had entirely 
sloughed away; and what is most remarkable, the free 
edges had become adherent to that portion of the bladder 
nearest the rectum. The external coat of the bladder had 
thus become, for the space of several inches, a part of the 
walls of the rectum — resembling mucous membrane, and 
was actually, in a mechanical view, performing the functions 
of that organ. This adhesion was so firm as to require some 
exertion to break it down. There was also direct communi- 
cation, between the coecum and sigmoid fixture, at a point 
where perforation and subsequent adhesion had occurred. 
The evidence of recent perforation could easily be observed 
at various points along the colon. The alimentary canal 
was examined throughout its entire length and found to be 
empty. 

To what cause are we to assign the death of this patient! 
Surely not to perforation of the intestines ; for nature had 
here so miraculously exerted here recuperative powers, that 
by healing here and by substituting therej slxe had com- 
pletely remedied loss of structure. There was by no means 
a sufficient amount of fluid in the abdominal cavity to cause 
death by suffocation. My opinion is that death resulted 
from inanition . There was neglect, evidently, on the part 
of the nurse, in administering food in such quantity and 
at such times as had been directed— which is supported by 
the fact that the bowels were found empty. 

The treatment in this case has not been given in detail. 
It was mainly expectant, and from the beginning the diet 
was so administered as to embrace as much nutriment as 
possible in the smallest compass — consisting of such sub- 
stances as would more readily be absorbed by the stomach, 
thereby avoiding all offensive accumulations in the .inteStiiies. 
Had not this course been strictly followed it is evident that 
the patient would have died from extravasation of the peri- 
toneum. 

In reviewing the history of this case the mind is nCces- 
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garily struck with the herculean efforts put forth by nature 
in the exercise of her Recuperative^ powers. It should teach 
us never tp despair. In the treatment of Typhoid Feyer^ 
with me “ Dope springs eternal ; ” for though a patient has 
been brought by it to the verge of death he may yet recover 
—even after extensive intestinal perforations, or the absolute 
destruction of full one-third of the rectum. 

N. B. — This post-mortem examination was witnessed by 
Drs. G. W. Rivers and F. *W. Frazer, of Wallerboro’, S. 0. 


ARTICLE II. 

Abstract qf Minutes of the Atlanta Medical Society. 

Atlanta, Ffb. 5. 1867. 

On the call for reports of oases, 

Hr. Cameron reported a case of chronic enlargement of 
the tonsils and uvula, in a man thirty years old. Nitrate of 
Silver had been used for several weeks without benefit. A 
few applications of Creasote gave prompt and decided 
relief. 

Dr. O'Keefe regarded this an interesting case. He had 
frequently met with such difficulties in children, and had 
found them difficult of cure, before the age of puberty, 
when the enlargement generally disappears, spontaneously. 
He had seen this trouble associated with suppressed men- 
struation. His treatment has generally been excision. 

Dr. Johnson had not been uniformly successful in his 
treatment of this affection. His experience would go to esr 
tablish the fact that girls, from six to twelve years old 
are more subject to it, as the result qf vicissitudes in 
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the weather, or Budden exposure to dampness, or a cool 
current of air, when heated. His attention had not been 
called to it as the result of uterine trouble, but believes it 
sometimes due to constipation. In the treatment he has 
generally relied on cauterants, blisters, &c., but from the 
report of Dr. Cameron, is disposed to think favorably of 
Creasote. 

t Dr. W. F. Westrnoreland alluded to the effects of Cre- 
asote in diphtheria as ai\ evidence of its peculiarly alterative 
or cauterant action, from which it is not unreasonable to 
expect benefit in cases of chronic enlargement, such as re- 
ported by Dr. Cameron. 

Dr. O'Keefe reported the following history of a case: 
Was consulted, six weeks since, in regard to the condition of 
a lady, who says she has suffered for three months previ- 
ously to her last four confinements, with what seemed to be 
a separation of the pelvic bones at the sacro-iliac sympbesis. 
She reports that the grating was distinct, and perceptible to 
by-standers — that she is usually confined *o bed two months 
after delivery, on this account — the movement of the bones 
in attempting to walk producing a faintness which compels 
her to lie down. One week since, this lady was confined, 
and had a short and easy labor. During the labor an ex- 
amination, with the view of ascertaining the condition of 
the pelvis, was made, without a satisfactory result. She 

f low complains of the grating sensation, as usual after de- 
ivery. He desires the opinion and experience of members 
on this Subject. 

Dr. Johnson had recently met a lady, who informed him 
that fifteen months since she was confined, and, from sup- 
posed mobility of the pelvic bones, was unable to walk for 
six weeks afterward. 

Dr W. F- Westmoreland thought that a properly applied 
bandage, so as to keep the articulating surfaces in apposition, 
would very much facilitate the restoration of these bones to 
their natural union and strength. 
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Dr. Watkins, by invitation present at the meeting of the 
society, mentioned a case of this luxation, in which the 
bandage proved useful. x 

Dr. Douglas alluded to a case of sacro-iliac luxation oc- 
curring in labor, followed by caries of the bones. 

Dr. Word reported a case of supposed gastrodynia. For 
.fifteen years the patient has suffered pain in the epigastric 
region, at intervals of two or three months. Recently these 
attacks occur daily, with rigors, followed by profuse perspi- 
ration. A gnawing sensation and pain are felt in the stom- 
ach, with occasional flatulence and vomiting after eating. 
The nansea and rejection of food is probably attributable to 
the secondary effects of opiates, which are required to alle- 
viate the suffering. Pepper and alcoholic drinks effectual 
in relieving the pain for a short time. Blisters do not give 
permanent relief. He solicited of members their opinion of 
the disease, and its proper treament. 

Dr. Stacy thought the symtoms detailed by Dr. Word 
may be the result of biliary calculi passing along the ducts. 

Dr. Word had not discovered any jaundiced appearance, 
or any other symtom, which, in his opinion, would warrant 
the supposition of Dr. Stacy. 

Db. Johnson had seen a somewhat similar case in the per- 
son of a lady fifty years old ; for which various remedies had 
been used for some time with no benefit. Finally, it being as- 
certained that constipation was a constant symptom, a cathar- 
tic of Calomel, Croton Oil and Colocynth was used with tem- 
porary rolief. Iron, Quinine, Bismuth, and Hyoscyamns, were 
used with seeming advantage and Belladonna with decided 
benefit. The treatment was successfully concluded by a visit 
to chalybeate springs. 

Db. Douglas thought the case reported by Dr. Word, in 
all probability, depended on the passage of calculi. This he 
inferred from the repeated attacks. Some inflammation, prob- 
ably as the resnlt of the calculi, may* have existed. 

Db. O’Keefe gave the following history of a case having 
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somewhat similar symptoms :. A lady suffered with severe 
pain in the stotnach, at intervals of one, twt> or three months. 
These paroxysnjs became more freqnent, until, in the latter 
part of her life, the suffering was almost constant. Relief 
was most readily obtained from the use of Chloroform. Post- 
mortem examination revealed a cancerous condition of the 
pancreas. Thb stomach and duodenum were healthy. Six 
of the family had previously died of Phthisis. 


ARTICLE III. 

r A Case of Vulvitis in a Little Girl Terminating Fatally ; 
with Remarks. By A* Given, M. D., of Louisville, Ey. 

r 

Under the head of “ Infaijtile Loucorrhoea,” Dr. Churchill 
describes two grades of inflammation affecting the vulva of 
children. The first is characterized by local uneasiness, 
itching, and scalding on making water ; the mucous mem- 
brane is found inflamed. After a few days, there is ob- 
. aerved a leuchorrhceal discharge ; the labia swell, inflame, 
and often become excoriated. The child is feverish and un- 
easy ; the distress increasing with the progress of the disease 
— the smarting and scalding are severe, and the little patient 
, cannot walk without pain. These symptoms, however, 
readily subside by local applications. The second grade has 
prevailed as an epidemic in some parts of Europe, and as- 
sumed a malignant type. Mr. Kinder Wood gave a very 
graphic description of the cases observed by him in 1815, 
from which Churchill quotes as follows: u The patients were 
from one to six years of age. Of twelve who were attacked, 
only two recovered. The inflammation of the labia was 
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preceded byrigort,^am-in the head^ dullness, nausea, Iosb 
of Appetite, thirsty Act. H» distress of the patient on part- 
ing urine first attracted attention} and en examination, the 
lab id -were found inflamed, swollen, and of a dark color. 
'Very soon the parts within the vulva became affected, and, 
from the thin discharge,” Mr. Wood thinks “it is probable 
that the lower portion of the vagina was involved. 
The process of ulceration set in rapidly, twenty-four 
hoars sufficing for the production of vesiaation within 
the labia ; and when these burst the dennded surfaces coal- 
esced and formed large Oloers. The discharge then became 
dark colored, copions, and offensive, irritating 1 the neighbor- 
ing parts, and favoring the extention of the disease to the 
thighs, perineum, and anus. After the occurrence of ulcer- 
ation, the external organs of generation are progressively 
destroyed, the peculiar pallor of the countenance increase?, 
the pulse becomes quick and weak, the appetite fails, the 
discharge from the parts increases and becomes more and 
more offensive, till the patient is worn out and expires.” 

The cause of this disease, Churchill attributes to cold, and 
an Cpideiriie influence; yet he says, “I have seen a family of 
these little girls simultaneously attacked without any spe- 
cial, general, or local cause.”' I am not aware of its having 
prevailed as an epidemical the United States. I had two 
cases during the past summer, bothef which readily healed 
by external applications. ' 

I was consulted August 15, 1867, by Mrs. R about 

her daughter, four years of age, on account .of painful and 
spasmodic efforts in passing her urine. I prescribed for her, 
but getting no better, I was sent for next day, and found her 
in the following condition : Talie 100 ; the labia swollen 
and inflamed externally, and - excoriated internally ; the 
orifice of the vaginaSnflamed &ud< discharging a thin, whitish 
fluid. She was restless and crying from the pain and irrita- 
tion. 1 ordered the bowels to be moved with oil: gave 
tincture ferri i&hloridi, and Ordered- external applications to 
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the inflamed .parts, from the 17 th to the 23d of August 
the local disease remained stationery, and seemed to defy all 
external applications. Opiate lotions, poultices, alum, bo- 
rax, tannin, liquor plumbi subacetas dilutes, all were in turn 
tried ! without giving any relief. The patient had no comfort 
except when under the influence of Dover’s powder. As I 
entered her room on the 24th, I saw unmistakable evidence 
of an erysipelatous virus diffusing itself, by the aid of the 
aplastic condition of her system. The lips had a purplish 
hue, tongue brown and dry, pulse 130. The whole of the 
vulva was in mi ulcerated condition. Aphthae had spread 
around the anus, and over the perineum. The child having 
a hoarse cry, my attention was called to the fauces. 1 found 
thein covered with aphthae, and the tonsils covered with a 
diphtheritic exudation. The appetite was entirely lost 1 
put her upon the following treatment: 

$ Syr. Zingib. Jij. 

Aqua pura 3 i. 

Tr. Ferri Ohlor. 3 ij. 

Potassse vOhloratis 3 ii- 

M . — A teaspoonful every 4 hours, alternated by a tea- 
spoonful of the following: 

Aqua Oinnamomi § i. 

Sodas Snlphitis J ss. 

Syr. Simp. Jii. 

M . — This was given through the day, and one grain of 
quinine and one of Dover’s powder given every 4 hours du- 
ring the night, unless she was asleep. The diet consisted of 
beef tea and milk porridge. 1 touched the ulcerated sur- 
faces with a solution of nitrate of silver, and ordered a poul- 
tice of chamomile flowers to be applied to the parts. 

25th. — In same condition. I touched the ulcers with di- 
lute nitric acid, and continued the other treatment. 

26, 27, 28th. — The chlorate potassa has increased the oxy- 
gen of the system, and thereby restored a healthy color to 
the lips and face. The iron and sulphite of soda have is- 
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Creased the plasticity of the blood ) known by the drying 
and scaling-off of the vesicles about the lips. Tift ulcers of 
the vulva and perineum remain painful. I ordered the parts 
to be bathed, three times per day, and black-wash applied 
after each bathing. 

2p, 30th. — The ulcers look a little more healthy after using 
the black-wasb, but are still painful. I had the parts thor ? 
oughly cleansed with tepid water and milk, and after drying- 
covered the inflamed parts with the following, 

Tfr — Collodion Jss. 

Qlvcerine gtt x. 

Iodine gr. v. — M \ 

The application gave considerable pain for half an hour, 
after which she fell asleep, and slept for several hours ; the 
first qniet and refreshing sleep she had had since first taken 
sick. The glycerine renders the collodion more supple, and 
less apt to crack when the parts are moved. The iodine act- 
ed as a disinfectant to the exhalations from the parts, and 
in a measure destroyed the septic poison, and neutralized 
the alkalies of the fluids of the parts which were being re- 
absorbed; and bringing the blood into that aplastic condi- 
tion in which the tissues are rendered so sensitive to, and 
readily dissolve at the approach of the erysipellatous virus. 
I continued the tincture of iron, and increased the dose of 
the sulphite. 

31st. — The ulcers looked clean and healthy. She rested 
better last night. ; swelling afad inflammation of the labia 
abating ; pulse 100. Continue treatment. 

Se^pt. 1st. — Quite comfortable; labia look healthy and 
natural; ulcers on the perineum dry and healing; skin 
moist. 

3d. — Sad some fever during the afternoon of the 2d, and 
tery restless during the night, and complained of pain in 
the lowei* part of the abdomen. The orifice of the vagina 
looks highly itrflammbd and discharging a thin, whitish fluid. 
She is very much prostrated ; pulse 180. Gave beef tea, 
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.aljfcemated with ttye chlorate potassa and again applied the 
-, black-wash* -.-.'. 

. 4th. — yery rpqtle^a . daring the ,night, with pain in the 
^tamach anji bowels; vomited frequently ; pulse weak and 
quick ; extremeties cold. Gave wine whey, alternated with 
beef tea. I -visited her again at 4 p. m. } and found that the 
wine and beef essence had aroused the circulation, and the 
'pulse was full and more regular ; the extremities were warm. 

5 th. — Pulse imperceptible; extremities cold. She expired 
at 10 a. m. The patient had always been healthy, and gave 
evidence of the plastic diathesis up to the time her parents 
removed to 12th Street, between Market and Jefferson, in 
the spring pf 1367. The gutters on that street have beep in 
a filthy condition aJ,l summer ; the wastewater from the 
houses above, standing in seething, stagnant pools. Hus child 
ipleyed, aliaummer, under tha shade of the trees covering 
that laboratory of zymotios. 

; We have in. these eases a very interesting subject for in- 
vestigation. r Are they caused by the same epidemic influ- 
ence, acting pn ( an aplastic constitution ; or does the epidemic 
parry with it -a different degree of septic poison, which pro- 
• duces a difference in the degree of its malignancy? 

I believe that the question is settled, that an epidemic dis- 
ease manifests its degree of malignancy in proportion to the 
aplasticity of the blood, and not in the malignaney of tbs 
virus. For variola may be distinct in one neighborhood, 
i and carried into another and prevail as confluent or malig- 
nant, owing to the sanitary condition of the place, a peculiar 
1 state of the atmosphere, reducing the inhabitants to an 
aplastic condition. 

In all malignant epidemics, there are two morbid elements 
present, which give to the disease its degree of malignancy. 
One is the aplastio diathesis, and the other is the erysipela 
tons virus. The latter cannot exist m the system without 
the former;- thattis to say, tha erysipelatous virus seldom 
t an never attacks the plastio constitution £ ffnr immediately at 
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ter its reception into thp system? by inoculation or otherwise, 
the virus is surrounded by a wall of solid, plastic lymph, 
and carried out cf the system, or made to localize itself, and 
the poison is expelled from the part by an abcess. But if 
the erysipelatous virus accompany the epidemic, or is pro- 
duced by a chemical change of the animal tissues, and at- 
tack an aplastic constitution, it is very destructive to the 
tissues. Ihey melt before its touch, like snow before the 
summers sun. But virulent as they are, if the physician is 
on his guard, and Watching their approach, they may be 
shorn of much of their terrors; for he 'has, m the tinctura 
fern chloridi and the sulphites, together with sanitary regu- 
lations, almost a specific for aplastic and zimotic diseases. 
All physicians who have had much experience in the treat- 
ment of erysipelas by the tincture of iron have ceased to 
feel alarmed when that disease is prevailing. The surgeofa 
no longer dreads erysipelas, phlebite^, and pyaemia after an 
operation ; for he has a prophylactic in the tincture of iron. 
Many of our best surgeons now precede their operations by 
the use of the iron, especially if the constitution is aplastih, 
and continue its use until the wound is healed. When this 
precaution is observed, it is seldom that either of thsse com- 
plications arises. The tincture of iron is riot only valuable 
in rUBtofing plasticity to the blood, but it destroys the cata;- 
Iy tic agerit by which zymotic diseases are generated and 
conveyed through the system. Yet valuable as it is in this 
respect, it is probably inferior tt) the sulphites of lime and 
soda. 'Paoli has demonstrated the fact that the suf- 
phitOfe, or the bi-sulphites, do check zymosis, and thereby 
retard or destroy the progress of that class Of diseases de- 
pending Upon a virus fbr their propagation. - 

As vuWltes is most likely to attack an aplastic constitu- 
tion, and to produde disintegration* and ulceration of the 
tissues^ thereby causing a chemical dhange of the 1 fluids out 
of Whicl* the erysipelatous virus is frequently generated, wb 
may expect more from the early use of the tincture of iron 
and the sulphites, than from all other remedies combined. 
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AETIOLE IY. 

Dublin, August 9th, 1867, 

Dr. J. M. Johnson : — 

The British Medical Association met in this Metropolis for 
the first time on the 6th of August, and rarely, I suppose, 
has a more remarkable assemblage of medical o^en ever ta- 
ken place. The fact that it was the first ever held in Ire- 
land, and that it was presided over by that great ornament of 
our profession. Dr. William Stokes, imparted an unusual in- 
terest to the meeting. I was fortunate enough to bear a let- 
ter of introduction to Dr. Stokes from my friend Dr. Lewis 
Hopes, which insured me an affable reception and free ac- 
cess to the meetings of the Association. I met him at the 
University buildings on the morning when the Association 
convened and received from him an invitation to be present 
at the delivery of his Inaugural Address, at 2 o’clock .that 
afternoon, and he also invited me to call upon him nest 
morning and accompany him to the public breakfast to be 
given to the members of the Association. 

From the reputation Dr. Stokes has long enjoyed in oijr 
country you are prepared to hear that he is now a man far 
advanced in years, though hale still , and capable of much 
profitable labor. He is somewhat under six feet in height, 
with broad shoulders, much stooped, large, majestic head, 
fringed with thin iron-gray hair, very long and curling, but 
nearly bald on top. The expression of his face is very be- 
nevolent, and you are gratified to remark in its lineaments 
the impress of goodness as well as greatness. His features 
are heavy and not handsome. He is singularly abstracted 
in manner and gives you the impression that he is profound- 
ly absorbed in thought. In fact, as you gaze upon his c$lm, 
thoughtful face the idea occurs to you that it is only the ten- 
ement of clay you are beholding, and you wonder where is 
now the great mind that animates it and in what work 
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engaged. Dr. Stokes is Regina Professor oi Physic in the Un* 
iversity of Dublin. 

After some preliminary business by the Association and 
a few remarks by the retiring President, Dr. Waters, of Ed- 
inburg, Professor Stokes began his address amid the most 
enthusiastic applause. This grand old Irish gentlemen stood 
as unmoved by the demonstration as one of native old oaks 
would be by the summer breeze, not heeding the clapping 
of hands, and stamping, and cheering of the four or five hun- 
dred doctors before him any more than if they had been so 
many crickets or grasshoppers. He made.no attempt at or- 
atory, bnt read his discourse in a deliberate manner and in 
a voice so low that I found it impossible to hear him with- 
out the closest Attention. The delivery of the address requir- 
ed about an honr, which, as was to have been expected from 
the great reputation of the author evidenced deep thought, 
finished scholarship and careful preparation, and was perva- 
ded by a spirit of earnest piety. It was, in every respect, 
worthy of the mind which has borne so large a part in the 
advancement of modern medicine. 

The British Medical Association is a splendid body of men, 
and among its members are many names which hold the 
most eonspicions place in the profession ; but I have found 
both physiognomy and phrenology sadly at fault when)l have, 
by their light, attempted to fix upon its leading intellects.— 
Experience has taught me that I cannot pick ont the giantB 
in a crowd by merely inspecting their countenances and heads, 
for the great men often look little, and the little men as of- 
ten look great Men are like trees, which, whatever may 
be their stateliness of form and show of foliage and flowers, 
can only be judged of by their frails. In assemblies like 
this it would be a great satisfaction to strati gore, if the great 
men were labelled as the fine pictures are in some galleries. 

At the appointed hoar on Wednesday morning I accom- 
panied Dr. Stokes to the pnblic breakfast, which was served 
in an immensely long hall, having two rows of tables, and 
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around these were seated abdai'fbdr hundred, doctors, -The 
evidence of their enjoyment was afforded by. Hie, activity 
with which they plied their.fauves, forks and tong«e8, for 
never, I am sure, was greater racket made by a fljock of 
blackbirds or a female tea party, than by this breakfast parr 
ty of Mvans. I had the honor to sit between thejjPresident 
and Dr. Ackland, the President elect. After breakfast I 
was introduced to Dr. A. by Pofessor Stokes, 'and was amus- 
ed by his remark, “ if I had known yon were an American, 
sir, I should have began 'a conversation . with yoa at the tar 
hie, bnt I thought yon was an Italian, and felt too uncertain 
abont my knowledge of that language to attempt to apeak 
it.” If he had spoken to me in ItaliaA I am not sore whetbr 
er the joke wonld have been more decidedly upon him or 
npon myself- / - 

Breakfast over, I went, with a number of others* Lin £ootr 
pany with Dn Stokes to thp Boyal College of Surgeons* and 
tbeqce to.the Uni varsity Cluby adhere ,onr Uameft were regiSr 
tered, and. we were admitted to all the privileges of mem- 
bership during our stay in Dublin. We were informed. that 
we might amuse ourselves in reading or writing, or in eating 
*>r drinking, in billiards or whist whichever we felt inclined. 

' From die Club I. went with. Dr. Ackltffljd, Sir James V, 
Simpson, and Mr. Teale on a jaunting car to > the Sard wick 
Hospital, where Dr. Gordon showed' us a number of eases of 
Cerebrospinal MeqiUghis. He called one. attention to the 
fact, that most of the cases in the present: epidemic .ace 
adults and persons Well advanced in life, instead of children 
who were formerly Its favorite victims.. A.t 11 o’clock the 
Association met, but I am sorry to say that I waa prevented; 
by indisposition, from attending .the meeting. , 

On Thursday I had the good fortuneto t hear Dr. Pir sin’s 
interesting and valuable paper on AovjsrrMSure> and an -ex- 
ceedingly interesting discussion which followedon this impor- 
_ tant subject; On, Friday I heard a vary able paper by Sir 
James Y. Simpson on the Cephalotribe,:and Bame eateoded 
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remarht fey the him goertl e—a n on' the nao of clorofcrm. 
Aoupresure, it k contended by Prof. Pirrie, ia fhr superior 
to the ligature in arresting hemorrhage resulting front sur- 
gical operations, as the ligate re is to the ancient practice of 
searing with a hot iron. Jt is attended by no loss of 
blood, no supperation, and instead of the daily dressings for 
weeks, under the old method of ligatures, the wound heals 
without any dressings, in a few days. The acupressure is ac- 
complished in the twinkling of an eye, and the operator re- 
quires no assistant, as he docs when the vessels are to be lig- 
ated. Sir J. Y. Simpson, the originator of the improvement, 
I believe, is a devoted and enthusiastic advocate of the pro- 
cess ; and, in fact, I am aafe in stating that the voice of the 
British Medical Association is emphatically in favor of this 
simple but wonderful surgical operation. 

■ The application of Carbolic acid to the eut surfaces in sur- 
gical operations waa also discussed at this meeting. In Ger- 
many, where the practice originated, it has lost its hold upon 
the confidence of the profession and is now seldom resorted 
to. The verdict of the Association is that H is safer to let 
the acid alone. 

In reply to a question as to (he relative merits of Cepha- 
lotripsy and the Oaesarian section, Professor Simpson re- 
marked, that were the child dead he should have no hesita- 
tion about resorting to the cephalotribe, but that If the child 
was living he should hesitate a long time before using this 
instrument, for it was a grave matter to deride upon the ta- 
king of human life. He rather inelined to the belief that if 
a woman with a deformed pelvis would g6 on putting her- 
self in the way of becoming pregnant, she ought to be made 
to take the risks of the Ceasarian operation, rather than be 
encouraged in her course by sacrificing the life of her child. 

Prof. Simpson uses Chloroform in all cases of labor, wheth- 
er difficult or simple, laying down the rule, which be insists 
is a golden one, that It is to be given during the continuance 
of the pains, and omitted in the intervals. Administered in 
2 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



846 OrigUdftmmmdiiitiaa. 

this way,' it hastens the laboiyand ao evil ever rastltt ron 
its application. It doteaBot pr^diapose 1 to hemorrhage, not 
to perpetual edUvabieBsy btrt -on' contrary tends to ward 
these off, end/ wbea they, oodur ta fcbei most: efficient peoledy 
dor them. In gitidg>it.to Us patients he enaploys/a simple 
napkin or towel, having dfecardedall the various, inhaler* 
proposed for itaferuperadmjriietroUoU. He does not. measure 
the quantity, but eootinuesto give it until anastheaia is in* 
duced. Ho insists upon perfect quiet as of vital iteportaaee 
in the lyingdn chamber ; aridhe contends, with great reason, 
that the reenmbent. posture. should always be assumed where 
chloroform is inhaled, whether by direction of <the snrgeon, 
the obstetrician,: or the dentist, (doing beyond bis own do. 
pertinent in, which ' his authority is to high, /6 it Janabfe asserts 
that chloroform is the beet of. til remedial for an; incipient 
Catarrh,, especially by; docftors. who ars to .averse to taking 
medicine ; add that it isjdao one ;of thb-.iaoet efficient of Gob 
lyria. : In 1 Cat»ntli*y!oq pour a littlooftthe fluid intothe pabn 
of the hand aod Mihefotheivapor, and. in ophthalmia yon bring 
the vapor in contact (with ,thfi.eye. /Returning to the Use of 
anaesthetics in midwifery, he expressedh imsetf in words to 
the following effect,: ; M A roam who should whip « poor sick 
woman with a cafcofflipe tails would bo considered exceed- 
ingly cruel, and would probably be punished by law for his 
cruelty. The act would merit some punishment, bnt -he 
rather thought that the accoucheur /who permitted his par 
tientsto suffer theicrnel pangs of childbirth, at this day, was 
guilty of a sin of ompUsionalmoSt as heicious. So safe has 
chloroform eome to bo considered in Edinburg that the nurs- 
es and old women administer it, and Sir James usually finds 
his patients under its in^nence .when he arrives at their/ bud- 
sides. It is the belief of this sanguine discoverer that in half 
a century or a hundred years the profession -will have learn- 
ed how to administered all out* remedies in the .form of va- 
pors. He spoke in high terms of praise of the oil eftjiuuper 
as a diuretic inhaled in that form- .He puts a spoonful, of 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



*DiMm Gm*$pohdfn & ' 847 

A6t>flfotfr* vessel if hot wiU^imdxUv^ 
breath the steam. ■ 

Dr. Henry Benaeb gives hi* i^atimawy in firrOr of ehloro- 
forth in midwifery. He beKares* that if it ^en@'the4aw of 
nature that husbands should take turn afyMt>wMitbtir wives 
in bearing children, the taten Would ali afeokwe become vio- 
lent advocates of amesthetice. I may remade that 'chloro- 
form seemed to bave^ no enetntes in th* British Medical As- 
sociation!.. Prof. Simpson asserts that it nbrcr stupefies or 
otl e wise injures the child, as is sometimes doneby Sulphu- 
ric ether. This eminent man was the master spirit of the 
Association, and is, without question, the foremost medical 
man of all the world. He is the most attractive and amus- 
ing speaker to whom I have ever listened on scientific sub- 
jects. His language is always chaste, perspicuous and ele- 
gant, and he gives you kernels of wisdom coated with sugar, 
and shows up his stores of knowledge flavored with the most 
delightful wit and humor. He is a philosopher of the high- 
est order, but a jolly one, who makes you laugh while you 
learn. I am strongly tempted to give you some of the amu- 
sing anecdotes with which he illustrated his opinions, but 
my letter is already so long that I must abstain. Next to 
Sir J. Y. Simpson. Prof. Pirrie was the best speaker whom 
I heard in the Association. Both speak with a broad Scotch 
accent. 

During the four days of the meeting there were daily 
breakfasts, dinners, lunches and conversaziones given to the 
members, and the great event of the week in Dublin was the 
assembling of this body of distinguished men, whose labors 
are acknowledged to be intimately connected with human 
happiness and social progress. The papers and discussions 
before the Association afforded gratifying evidence to all of 
the high state of development to which all the branches of 
therapetics have attained. Never in the history of the 
healing art was there probably ever before so great a con- 
centration upon the science of intellectual power, rendition 
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and etperkie* m ^hd vapmmkei at this mooting and aa i» 
engaged in the advancement of medicine all over the world. 
And while thin: is a matter «tf congratulation to men every- 
where, it was to Xriahmeh a cause of especial pride that their 
own physf ciaaa oneapledaa eminent a positional this meeting, 
and are regarded «i among the moat seccessfid cultivators ot 
Medical science. 

On Monday I go to Baric, to be present at the meeting of 
the International Medical Congress, which takes place on 
the 15th instant ' ■» 

Lqxsvobd P. Yasdkll, J*. 
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SELECTIONS. 


On the Internal Administration of Chloroform in PemU 

cious Fever. By Sampson Eaoqn, M. D., Marshall, Texas. 

The object of this brief paper is to present to the Profes- 
rien, the clinical history of six oases or Pernieions Fever, in 
the treatment of which Qhlonfforra iwtevnaUy.adnrimgtered, 
was relied apon as the principal therapeutic means. These 
eases embrace in their number, one or more of tho several, 
recognized varieties of tho disease, aad are as follows : 

1st, one of the oerebral variety ; 2d, three of the abdom- 
inal variety ; 3d, one of the thoracic variety ; 4th, one of 
the neereamal variety. 

The first ease, occurringin the vicinity of Qpelonsae, La., in 
the Fall of ’61, the remainder occurring in the neighborhood, 
of this place, (Marshall Texas,) during the last Bwnmer and 
Autumn.— Beginning seriatim, with tbeee oases, the first 
(cerebral) was of moderate reverity, though possessing in a 
well prononnoed degree, all the dntindtive matures of the 
disease. He patient, a negro man, set. about 25, with first 
paroxysm, was seen two nonrs alter the accession of the 
chill, when chloroform f. 3 j*. was administered in double 
that quantity of glycerine, as an excipient ; synapiame the 
meanwhile were applied to the lower extremities. The good 
effects of this dose were experienced in lass than ten min- 
utes, as indicated by the diminished frequency and aug- 
mented force of the hearts action, by returning warmth to 
the extremities, together with almost oompiete subsidence of 
delirinm; in fifteen minutes the dose of chloroform was re- 
peated, and in half an boor re-action wap complfctely re- 
established. The patient was wow pet upon the liberal use 
of quinia, which was continued for four or five days ; conva-, 
lescence rapid ; no reourreno* 

The second case, (belonging to the abdominal variety) the 
subject, a young lady, 17, was of much more gravity 
than that. just detailed, the cold stage having existed for 
three hours with unabated violence, no eSHcidnfe means having 
yet beta resorted to for relief. Treatment, cUerofbnt i. 3J- 
ut glycerine, every fifteen inmates till three 'drachms have 
been taken ; active revulsion to the spine and extesmities by 
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means of eyraapiams ^nd friction wfth hot oil of terpentine. 
Reaction was tnus'bi'ought about tn- in honr, and the patient 
fell into a quiet slumber, from which she awoke in four or 
five hours, quite relieved. After treatment, quinia contin- 
ued at in the other cases; p? recurrence.: , 

The second and third abdominal ca8es were so similar in 
their character, mode of' treatment, and termination, as to 
admit of a common description. Roth bases occurred' in 
young adult males;' wereof great severity; wore »ot sesh 
by the physician for three or four hours after the commence* 
mentor the ohill,: which rriaa continuing to d®cf>en into a 
collapse. In these cases tbereiwbre frequent, though not co- 
pious, discharges of eArcHsanguinolen t matter. The patient, 
indeed, presented very! much the adpedt of one laboring un- 
der epidemic cholera; in the stage of oollapse. .Treatment, 
chloroform f. 3 i. in gycerine. A favorable impression made 
npoa the padeqts intiiieen minutes^ remedy repeated, at this 
interval till fonr'drachms had been given. - ReVellents to the 
spine and extremities vigorously employed. ’ Reaction com- 
plete in' an hoar and a half, favored by . slight febrile move- 
ment,. which dusted fdr .an hour or more, the patients, the 
meanwhile, falling tntoAiquiet slhep, from which they awoke 
in six Or eight hours reiicrod. ' After treatment, qiiinia, Ac.; 
convalescence favorable; no recurrence of paroxysm. 

The' fifth base was thoracic, presenting tne : ordinary con- 
stitutional symptoms; of tliim stadium of the disease (odd 
stags.) superadded to wkkih was; iabbriopa oppression of the 
respiratory organs; as: sliown by fbe much aOcellbr sited and 
difficult respiration:! Tbd variety of the disease is justly re- 
garded as second only id gravity of import, to the almost 
necessarily fatal necreamijui. Variety. • Chill ltad lasted three 
hours before treatment was begun. Treatment the earns as 
employed in the precedingcasea, with likarfects pooiivaks- 
cence protracted. Afteg treatment' quinta; Ac. ;‘nd recur- 
rence. ■ •>! ! i' •(! ■'(**• >. , ' 

. The sixth and last case (neoreamiial) was one of over- 
whelming-severity, the nervous. system seemingto have been 
almost paralieed, whilst itexlepeudencies seemed to suffer in 
like degree, from (the: poisoUMis effects Of tile malarial prin- 
ciple. 'The MoOdyindeed; apon! which every otgan and tissue 
of the body is dependent fbt its vital activity, 1 seemed to be 
so changed add vitiated in : quality, > as .to dto . longer afford 
appropriate material ib{ mrtruian. Thesuhjeafc in this case 
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a Gherman, a?t. about W, Of' a wOHdevdoped 1 and orig- 
inally vigomns frabie, but at thctime of 1 attack, rtinch re- 
duced in strength from the protracted 'intemperate me of 
alcoholic beverages. Patient sect) not until twelve honrs 
had elapsed from the supervention of the ohftl.' 1 Treatment, 
the earn* as in the preceding eases, with the exception that 
the remedy was given rather more liberally, and persevered 
in for a longer period. No impreesiori favorable or other- 
wise seemed to be produced by chloroform, or any of the 
varions remedies resorted to in the Cash. The patient died 
in six honrs from the time 1 first saw. him. ' 

In treating of this affection, I have preferred to employ 
the classification adopted for the practical reason, that whilst 
the disease is essentially tlie same in all its varions forms, 
requiring the same general mode of management, yet in re- 
ference to the diagnosis; it fo important to bear in mind its 
several varieties, when there will be generally little difficulty 
in referring eaoh particular case to the class to which it be- 
longs. ' 

My attention was first directed to chloroform adminis- 
tered internally, in 1860, by the eulogies pronounced npon 
its virtues in tbree cases, by the late Prof. E. D. Fenner, of 
New Orleans, who had prior to that period employed it with 
very gratifying results iu several cases, as well as in the cold 
stage of ordinary intermittents, with like results. Dr. F. 
remarked on this occasion, that, “ from the very prompt and 
happy effects experiepoad in the limited nujnb^r of cases, in 
which I have seen the remedy exhibited,! am inclined to re- 
gard chloroform, internally administered} in the dose of from 
naif a drachm to a, drachm, repeated at ;the. interval of fif- 
teen or twenty minutes, as. possnsripg more potency than any 
other article* of the materia medisfy in bringing about reac- 
tion from the frightful collapse of congestive fever. Having 
resided and .practiced my profession since .’60, ip a highly 
malarial district, an ample opportunity has presented itself, 
which has been embraced, of pntting to the test Dr. F.’s as- 
sertion ns to the virtpe of cbloroform in relieving a parox- 
ism of intermittent, fever in the cold Stage, I am happy to. 
be ahle to add, that in, doing so 1 hajve had occasion, in more, 
instances than one to feql .-gratefully thankful to this distin- 
guish ad gentleman fbj; his valuable, suggestion. Several ar- 
Vcleahave recently appeared in tha_ different Medical Jour- 
nals of this country, /each bearing, testimony to the value of 
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chloroform in ordinary intermittent*, given in the first stag* 
My own experience aoeorde well with the views expressed 
in those articles. I regard the disease, (as I believe most 
Southern physicians do,) pernicious and intermittent fever, 
as differing in degree only, and not in kind. The treatment 
of both, therefore, is rationally conducted upon the same 
general principles. 

As to the modus operandi of chloroform in relieving the 
cold stage of intermittent fever, I have seen no explanation. 
The most plausible hypothesis of its mode of action, it 
seems t«* me, is, that a powerfully stimulating impression is 
produced upon the stomach by immediate contact of the 
remedy, which impression is rapidly conveyed chiefly through 
the medium of tne nervous system to the capillaries, exci* 
ting, in this system of vessels, remote sympathy. As to the 
prophylactic, or antiperiodic power of chloroform in inter* 
mitteut fever, I am inclined to think it possesses no greater 
virtue in this way, than is common to all narcotics. — Rich- 
mond Medical Journal. 


Bloodletting Then and Nou). Br C. H. Spitxman, M. D., 
of Harrodsburg, Kentucky. 

Fully persuaded that a proper conception of the modwt 
operdnai of bloodletting as a therapeutic Agent, is an impor- 
tant desideratum in our profession, I propose to throw to- 
gether, in as small a compass AS may be, the results Of in-' 
auctions drawn from observation and experience, with Special 
reference to this subject, running through a period Of 85 
years. 

Belieting, as I sincerely do, that the prevailing tioCtritfes 
on this subject are nn philosophical, and lead to disastrous* 
practical results, I read, with much pleasure, l)r. WftsOu’S 
“Plea for the Lancet,” in Vol. XV., lib. 84, of the * Re- 
porter,” As indicating a disposition on the pArt Of the pro- 
fession, to a more thorough examination ef the subject, which 
1 doubt not, will lead to mbfe rational views. 
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Whan I first carafe, upon the arena. in 1842, I wm dot 
long in becoming convinced that the lancet: was used teoiur 
discriramately, and sometimes to an injurious: exteat. I did 
not Weed aa much is my neighbors, beeanse 1 met writh a 
nntnber of eases that I could as easily and more safely cent 
troi without than with it. In many others, however, it was 
a sww qua, non to >eceess. 

How stands the matter now ? Although diseases are the 
same, climate the same, morbific agencies the same ; although 
organic (Structure is the same, vital susceptibilities the same, 
involving the same therapeutical relationships, pointing to 
the saute indications of cure; yet such has been the revolt^ 
tioo in the medical mind, that, at tlie present time, a large 
proportion of living practitioners rarely employ bloodletting 
as a remedial agent, and quite a number discard it altoi 
gether. Many of our late writers on. therapeutics, if they 
justify its occasional employment, authorise it in such dubii 
ons phrase, with such admonitory qualifications and restric- 
tions, as to clothe it in the garb ot suspicion, and deter the 
junior members of the profession from its employment, even 
where inaispeneibly called for. 

1 am set unaware of the fact, that the taak before me is an 
ungracious one. It would have been more consonant With 
my feelings, could I have endorsed sentiments consecrated 
by so many jostly distinguished advocates. To the popular 
doctrines on this subject, however, I find myaelf in a posi- 
tion of. inexorable antagonism, by the logic of facts and figs 
urea which are impregnable. That more liberal enlightened 
views are demanded, and will ultimately, obtain, I have - all' 
abiding oanrictSota ; and, whenever medical men shall have 
divested themselves of the. leaven of empiricism, to which 
that: distrust in regard to bloodletting as a remedial agent, 
which now sways , the popular unhid, , may be legitimately 
traced, and came to view this subject in. the light of rational 
physiobanaalprinciples; we. shall then have, a fuller apprefe 
ciarion « that powerful remedy, which, as Dr. Wilson .justly, 
remarks, nature claims aa her. owd, and shall have made an 
important step, toward the. highest attainable perfectibility 
of . our aft. _ i 

From one opinion, however, adtabced by,Dr> W., in hi» 
excellent paper, I must take the liberty of dissenting*: Thafc 
this {prejudice originated with the non-medical public, I 
think, ^ exceedingly questionable j and. if the doctor ■ will 
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Submit the shatter to a tbotightihl review, he will And the 
responsibility where least excusable, with those who ogghi 
to know better. My observation iB, that the popular verdict 
stands opposed to medical efficiency in that regard. Disguise 
it as yon may, I apprehend it is accepted as a concession to 
the varions wades of cmpivicishi which flood our land, *11 
of which have been weighed in the balanee and foand 
■ wanting. 

There is no therapeutical agent, however valuable and in* 
dispensible to a successful exercise of onr art, that may not 
bo brought into disrepute by injudicious use ; and a misap- 
prehension which underlies the general prejudice which has 
obtained in regard to the lancet, relates to the principle on 
which it operates in the subversion of morbid action. Had 
it not beeu regarded as a physical agent, operating on mech- 
anical principles, it would never have been confided to the 
handB of the ignorant, and we should have had fewer failure* 
and miscarriages, which have contributed largely to this pre- 
judice ; for it is with this as it is with all other remedial 
agencies, the more powerful for gopd, the more prolific of 
evil, if misapplied. Employed as. a vital agency, regardless 
of quantity, poshed to a given effect, by a practiced band, 
under the guidance of a cultivated intellect, it k not only 
perfectly safe, but unquestionably the mbst potent remedial 
agent known to our art ; nor can it be dispensed with, with- 
out surrendering to a weak vascillating timidity, comprom- 
ising the most sacred obligations that can attach to a medical 
man, and greatly circumscribing the usefulness and efficiency 
of the medical art. 

The argument against the lancet, founded upon its sup- 
posed debilitating effects, is an abstraction, ana not an in- 
duction from a careful observation of facts. On the contra- 
ry, every practitioner who has had an extensive experience 
in its employment, and witnessed its magical effect in the 
instantaneous subvertion of the most: violent fbrtbaof morbid 
action, appreciate it as a means of. economising strength. 
In a sudden attack of either a congestive or mnammatory 
character, although the patient may have, a feeling of gvyst 
prostration, and is unable to put forth his strength, be is not 
weak. Takeoff the weight by which he is overborne for 
the time, and he is still strong. . . 

“ The giant,” says an able writer, “ that lies prostrate os 
the earth, mastered, by superior power, has 1 still a giant’s 
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strength, thongh be do not at that moment ptrtit forth Give 
him out the chance to throw off the loaa that keep* him, 
down, and he will 60on show you that he ia not weak.” 

This is a very apt illustration of depressed vital action^ 
misnamed debility, under the weight of disease. The intel- 
ligent physician will not be misled by the illusion. He will 
at onee recognise this apparent debility, as the sympathetic 
influence of a dangerous Ieison in some vital part. Although 
greatly diversified In the phenomena they present, according 
to the character of the tissues involved, and the manifold 
teraote causes which give rise to them, I apprehend there 
are but few maladies not characterized by inflammation or 
venous congestion, either of which, by sympathetic influ- 
ences, may occasion great prostration. They may be sudden 
in their onset, or insidious and gradual in their approach. — 
They may persist for some time in a simple state of functional 
disturbance, but ofttimes run rapidly into irremedial struc- 
tural alteration. In the latter case, relief, if attainable, 
mtist be prompt and instantaneous. The practitioner, seeing 
the peril, and comprehending the situation, will find little 
room for temporizing. The most powerful means of equal- 
izing the circulation and taking off the oppresssion, are 
called into requisition ; and a philosophical view of the me 1 
ditim through which, and the manner in which, both mor- 
bific and remedial agents operate upon the vital economy, 
will at once suggest bloodletting as the most appropriate, 
because the most prompt and decisive means of accomplish- 
ing the object. 

Irreconcilable as this may seem with that hypothesis 
founded upon the mechanical philosophy, which assumes 
bloodletting to be a debilitant, it is nevertheless in strict ac- 
cordance with the known therapeutical effect of that agent 
corroborated by the observation and experience of every one 
who has employed it, under an intelligent recognition Of the 
principle on which it operates, in die submersion of morbid 
action. 

The whole gist Of the opposition to bloodletting, is predfc* 
sated in conformity to the hypothesis, that it iB necessarily 
debilitating ; and this arises from a misconception of its 
modus operandi as a remedial agent. 

Although a low pulse speedily raised, a shrivelled Surface 
filled oht, cold extremities Warmed up, equilibrium of cir J 
eolation reinstated, lost strength restored, vital energy rem 
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©vnted.ece phenomena which hare been a thousand time* 
observed to follow immediately OO the intelligent employ* 
merit of the lancet ; and in multiplied instances each phe- 
nomena could have. been elicited, by no other means; it is 
nevertheless, abandoned* on .the. ground of its alleged iucom- 
patihhfty .with the assumed hypothesis- ' 

• Admitting the loss, «# blood tobeintripsioally debilitating 
in* normal State of the system, and allowing oar inability 
to reconcile this fact with its. powerfully restorative effect 
In. many; forms of disease, the truth of wbteh oanuot be sac- 
cessfully controverted, it ia so more seemingly paradoxical 
than many well known facts with, which the history of med- 
icine abound ; and affords a striking eneropliticatioa of the 
practical value of the .principle' inculcated in Hoffman’s 
Aphorism— Araviedioa Ufa * okservotationH>u8. 

, Qnioia, in its: nature and properties, is no less marked, 
intrinsically, as an excitant, than, is the lancet a debiiitaot; 
and I apprehend the objector will find about as much diffi- 
culty in accounting, ,on philosophical principles,, for the 
powerfully sedative influence of the. former in controlling 
fever.,. as he will in reconciling the restorative influence of 
the latter, in diseases of. depression, with its assumed debili- 
tating effects. . 

To assume an hypothesis on, sufficient data, and then 
reject every principle not in harmony with it, is unphilo- 
sophioal. 

It is a humiliating fact, that in the present imperfect state 
of our knowledge, much of onr reasoning, inconclusive, and 
unsatisfactory, rises no higher than mere speculation.. How- 
ever gratifying the reflection that by a, close observance and 
oareful analysis of facts, much is known in .regard to the 
therapeutics effecte.of many remedial agents, stiU there are 
doubtless. a. great variety of hidden, unobserved influencing 
eiteUJnetaneee,.copnecteq with, pathology, and therapeutics, 
Which, if known, would, greatly modify our induction* 

From a carefully noted and patiently classified series of 
facts, r mining through a long period, during which, in dis- 
regard of the popular prejudioe, I have employed the lancot, 
not only to subdue innammation,,but to tage off, the opprce* 
eion, and restore the strength, ip cases of the most profound 
congestion, 1 am prepared to bear testimony to its magic 
power as a therapeutic agent ; and hesitate. ao$ to say, after 
a, patient, pomeveripg triaJjof aU its . reputed substitutes, 
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that mm j such cases can be reached by no other means 
known to the profusion. * • A 1 A T ' ** 

The number 'of lives sacrificed to this prejudice against 
the lancet, compared with those who fall a victim to its use, 
I douht not, 13 as a thousand to one. . 

Look at the tearful increase ot diseases since tb# 

lancet has been partially ignored, apd the pttfessioAha* 
become tender-footed on the subject of bloodlettjpg. Qr< tq 
furnish a .still more striking illustration ; go to those districts 
where .empiricism in its various forms, having manufactured^ 
now subsists upon this prejudice, and lay it to the linewd 
plummet of rigid vital statistics, and yon will, find mu^ti,* 
tudes of invalids who ought to have been restored to round* 
ness by a prompt energetic treatment, whose cure, in oouaet 
^uence qi an inefficient; temporizing oopanse* has been 
incomplete; vestiges of disease, still repwj*; vital lejsonf 
still Ungers, ultimately to develope itself in sopie chronic 
form; and the tenure on life simply prolonged a brief 
period. 

It ia probable that tubercular disease in its diversified 
forms, is more destructive to human life than all other mal- 
adies combined. The best lights reflected from pathological 
anatomy, note it as a product of, inflammation. . A patient 
investigation of the ethiological history of very many of 
these diseases, rarely fails to reach ap Inflammation as the 
point of inception. This fact is suggestive, and. its inculcan 
tions should not be disregarded, ft strikingly , illustrates the 
folly of temporizing in all grave maladies) and affords the. 
highest presumptive evidence against the expectant plan of 
treatment, which reposes. upon the medical, powers pf, nature, 
whilp disease, none the less destructive,, from its insidious 
character, ^ stealthily settling down upon the vjtals. The 
point ia this, that tubercular disease in its multiplied form* 
and various complications, is, in large upcisure, the sequel 
to an inflammatory attack, which might and ought to be 
relieved by depletory measures so decisive, as to render the 
cure complete; and itf gfqat prevalence and fatality may be, 
attributable to the existing popular prejudice against the only 
efficient means of spbdppig it ip its ipcipicncy*— Medwal, 
and Surgical Jtqporter. , , ! 
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“Mined Labor? By T. B. Camden, M. XX, of Weston, West 

Virginia. 

This term was introduced by Dr. Oldham, he restricted it 
to cases “in which the full term of utero gestation has gone 
by without labor pains having set iu, or the eipulsion of the 
child affected." 

As such cases are very rare, and the number recorded few. 
I have had toy attention more particularly called to them 
from the fact that I had the misfortune to have one. And 
at the time had never remembered reading or hearing of a 
case of the kind, nor have I since, except the cases spoibso of 
below. 

The first of these oases is related in Guy’s Hospital reports, 
by Dr. Oldham, under the caption of a 44 Rare case of Mid- 
wifery.” The narrative states that the full period of utero- 
gestation was completed in June, and the woman carried the 
child until October, three months beyond the natural period. 
The function of lactation was established as soon as the usual 
period of gestation had expired. (She had lost a quart of 
blood in Juno.) The Dr. found the os uteri dilated sufficient- 
ly to introduce two fingers; but absolutely incapable of far- 
ther dilation, and he believes the uterus would have given 
way before a greater degree of dilatation could have been ef- 
fected. Tile usual excitants were given, ergot, electricity, 
ect., but without avail. The Dr. removed the arm and some 
other portions of the child, together with the placenta and 
cord tnrongh the os uteri. The uterus soon after diminished 
in size, the Dr. predicted the escape of the contents into the 
abdomen by ulceration. The post-moretm confirmed his 
opinion. The anterior walls were found to be removed by 
ulceration. The soft parts of the child had been taken away 
by the absorbents, ana little else was left but the bones, 

The second case was recorded in the April number of the 
American Journal of Medical Sciences , in 1853, and is relat- 
ed in a letter to Prof. Meigs by Dr. Hortze. This woman, 
I believe, carried her child/near three years. A post-mortem 

E at the matter beyond cavil. As I have not the Journal at 
and, I cannot give thebarticular symptoms, ect 
The third case is by Dr. Wm. Johnson, of White House, 
M. J., February, 1855. The woman, aged 36 years, became 
enciente for the first time in the spring of 1852. Nothing of 
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■ate bccunred until Diowk, when nibe months of ntero- 
g a statia n ,waa completed. : She had now pains, such ia to in- 
due© her hnabund to call in her physician, he was called on 
in the evening hod remained all night The pains, however, 
were not eevere, and wore off, and never returned. As in 
extra-uterine pregtacy, lactation was also here established 
at the prescribed period whim otaro-gestation should have 
been completed. She lived after this eleven. months.. Her 
hedltb, however, ;soon begun to .give way after the abortive 
effort of the Womb to expel the child. Dr. Johnson saw her 
Car the first time in March. She bad several turns of floods 
ing; but the quantity of blood was not largo. At this visit 
he found the os ofceri obliterated, and the parietes of the uni 
der part of the womb thin. The tip of the finger entered the 
Womb, and with it he touched what he thought the festal 
head. He says he. employed .considerable manipnlation ini 
trder to inereaee the dilatation at' the osnteri ; but oamplete- 
ly failed inthe attempt.. He says he might as well have at- 
tempted the dilatation of a piece of sole leather; tp which 
akme he eonld oompare it. It gave the same unyielding 
sensat ion. In consultation with Dr. Honeyman it was agreed, 
to attempt the dilatation, with sponge tents ; secale eornatnm 
was given for several days, all .without effect, she gradually 
sank until fall, having lived eleven months. The post-mor- 
turn revealed a child within the Womb; decomposition of the 
ohild had progressed, and the cranial bones were readily sep- 
arable. The uterus fully embraced the child on every part 
of its surface. The head presented in the most favorable po- 
sition. for expulsion. ■ 

The fourth is by Dr. Green,, of Cambridge, Ohio, and re- 
corded in the “Counselor, June 30th, 1855,” Columbus, 0,. — i 
He was called on the night, of the 25th of Feb. 1836, to see 
Mrs, T., aged about 43 years, in her sixth accouchment; 
found her to all appearance in labor. Shortly after his ar- 
rival she vomited freely, after whioli herpaius left her. She 
tasted well through .the night and expressed herself as well 
ss ever. 

He say6 : “I left her expecting to bo sent for 1 during the: 
night, hot heard nothing from her for, eight or ten days, 
when, passing the house, called to see her, when she inform-, 
od me that on the day 1 left, the waters came away, and she. 
had had a slight hemorrhage, which continued up to that, 
time. That she had hot felt the child move since her pains 
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serbridod, abdshehadaeepiouUacoi'Oticimirf MHb ->d ntow 
Mtieied that the child was dead, ahd'gaive as -my<«piniea 
that labor would certainly take ulnae in a ihortticbeand e*- 
peltbe child. Butt in this I was sadly mistaken, as ia m few 
days 'afterward I was requested by her haw baud to visit tier 
again. I found the discharge increasing, veryoffenshre, mbd 
her health giving way. On examination I footed then* utn 
ri about the size of a silver doll air, aind as hard andastm* 
yielding at an ioory ring. I tried to force it to yield* bat 
without success, I used ergot and friction to bring bn ' cow- 
traction if possible, hoping that by so doing, with manifrala* 
tion, I could force my band through the ring* and ■ toidowo 
the child, which I could 'easily foet; bnt the ergot bad no 
effect. I stated the caeo;to my patient and herbushand* and 
gave them my opinion that the uterus could never be.empt* 
led 'by any other means than a division of- this ringwith the 
knite ; to this proposition they weald not consent. > i tried 
again to force the os uteri to yield, with no bettor suboeaa — 
In fact I might as well have tried todilato* an iron riagp ] 
then advised consultation, and Dr. Hood of Fairview, was 
called in. He was an old practitioner, and when be earns 
and' had 'a history of the easy, and examined for himself, he 
frankly told the patieht and her friends that he had' never 
seen or read or heard of a case of the kind. I stated to him 
what I had dope, what I tried to da and failed, what i thought 
should be done if the patient would submit. He agreed with 
me as to the nature of the case, the impossibility of forcing 
the os uteri by manipulation and piedication ; but was of 
opinion that nature would throw off the child by decompo- 
sition, if we would use means to sustai n our patieri t’s strength. 
I thought otherwise, and insisted on dividing the ring sod 
delivering. ' Bnt in the abscnse of any authority or prece- 
dent to sustain me, I submitted to my senior’s opinion, and 
left the ease to nature, assisted by wine, portery quinine and 
nourishing diet. The case progressed gradually, her general 
health gave way, and in the month of July following she 
died, one of the most heartreuding objects I have ever wit- 
nessed. - 

The soft parts of the child all passed away by decomposi- 
tion, leaving nothing bat the dry bones, some of which I re- 
moved through the ring before death, but the larger ones 
could not pass. 

He says : “By reporting this case I do not expect to add 
anything to what has already been written by others ; but it 
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kme move case, and la fact the first* obe in' point of date of 
which he has any knowledge/’, This case lasted from Fab* 
roaryto July (five months.) 

The next and fifth! caae occurred in toy practice in July, 
1863. Although the history of the case is somewhat nnsat- 
isfactory previent to m jr visit; yet in its result, and as re- 
gards treatment, will make hot little difference. The case 
was that of an Irish woman, who was very ignorant, as was 
her husband and midwife. I first vitited her July 20th, and 
from the midwife learned she had been in labor, as she sup- 

r sd, a week ; but the pains had gradually subsided, and 
this strange phenomenon I was sent for. I found her 
weak and sallow, evidently suffering from' some prostrating 
influence. I made an examination and found the oe uteri 
open enough to introduce two fingers, but as hard and un- 
yielding as an ivory ring, and inside the womb eould readily 
feel the cranial bones, which Were separated frotn each other 
by decomposition, the rough serrated edges almost outting 
my fingers, evidently showing that the ease had been one of 
some duration. The death of the.child most have occurred 
some time before* 

I tried to dilate the os by manipulating with my fingers, 
sufficiently, to get away the looee denuded bones, but was 
unsuccessful; I gave ergot hut with no succosb — day after 
day I tried various remedies, but if seemed us though the 
oe was totally incapable of dilatartioin. She was evidently 
sinking rapidly. I had never before seen or read of a sito> 
lar case. I asked and obtained a consultation. Dr. Roach, 
a very excellent young physician, Was called in, and found 
the ease as above stated, and tried pretty much the same 
means that bad already been employed* and* Wi h as little 
success. Ia consultation I gave aa my opinion that the os 
uteri would never yield, that she Was rapidly sinking, and 
from the absorption of the putrid gasses, sne would soon 
die of pyemia if not relieved— -and advised cutting the ring 
and making an opening* large enough to relieve heir of the 
putrid tosss. ' 

The Doctor thought it hazardous, and as theca so was a new 
and singular (me, thought thfct by tonio treatment nature 
might relieve her by throwing it off by decomposition. I 
consented and used the means indicated. She gradually 
sank into a typhoid condition, and died in four days after 
my first visit. 

3 
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0 sees of nterine abortion, like the foregoing, a are necessa- 
rily rare, and as far a$ I can learn, always fatal It seems 
when the uterine contraction does not take place, or sulraides 
after having taken place at the fall period of utero gestation, 
they can never be awakened again. Why this is so we can- 
not certainly say, but it seems to be dependent upon the 
death of the child, and the paralysing effect produced upon 
the nerves and muscular fibres of the womb by the putrifv- 
ing child — which renders the normal expulsion of the child 
impossible. 

Although the cases cited differ from the one that came un- 
der my observation in point of duration, yet the trentmeiit 
would be the same. From the effect produced upon the 
mother, and the total sepai^tiun of the bones of the head in » 
this case, I am led to the conclusion that the child must have 
been dead some time. There was no secretion of milk, or if 
there was, I was not informed of it. 

We now come to the all important subject, how are oases 
of ‘‘missed labor” to be treated ? Dr. Williams, in the trans- 
actions of the Obstertrical Society ofb London, says, as soon 
as a physician’s attention is called to a case of thiB kind, 
death of the child, escape of the liquor amnii, and os dilata- 
ble, to turn and deliver. In the oases stated, dilatation was 
impossible, and nothing but a mass ot bones to turn. He 
then said no accoucheur would any more leave a dead foetus 
than a putrid placenta in the womb. That he would advise 
dilatation by tne tampon or incising the os. Dr. M. Green, 
iu his case advocates dividing the ring and delivering the 
child, but as yet no case has been Operated on, and as tar as 
the cases have been recorded, not one has recovered, and it 
is to this dark record that I wish to call the attention of the 

E rofession, and influence them in trying other means of re- 
eving the patient, than the ones heretofore tried. And that 
is, in incising the os uteri enough to relieve the woman of 
the putrid mass, conceiving as I do, that a clean incieion, 
and ridding the womb of its poisonous load, would give us 
better hopes of recovery than to wait for nature to rid it of its 
contents ; especially as iu ail recorded cases, death Was the 
inevitable result, sooner or later, by the expectant treat* 
ment. 

I am anxious to learn of any other cates that may have 
fallen under observation, and hope they will be reported. 
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CAUTION AND SIMPLICITY, THE TRUE TEST OF EXCEL- 
LENCE IN THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE ' 

History repeats itself. Thirty years ago many of the 
schools and very many of the first minds engaged in teach- 
ing and practicing medicine, were swayed with a love or the 
heroic, and, abandoning conservatism, set about demolishing 
the whole phalanx of morbid phenomenon with as little cer* 
etnony as if it were fun. Sixty grains of Calomel was the 
minimum portion, the maximum was an ounce, or what you 
pleased. Blood was taken by the quart or naif gallon, and 
I have seen ten blisters dotag the work of counter iritation at 
one time on a single subject. Salivation, sloughing, loss of 
teeth, and other hard consequences followed. Tartar emet- 
ic and Cook’s PUIb, occupied a prominent place in the fore- 
ground. Calomel was called the Sampson, and Tartar Emet- 
ie the Herculean club of the Materia Medina, while the lan- 
cet, blisters and Cook’s pills might have been dubbed, with 
propriety, the battle axe, scalping knife and shot gun. As 
a consequence of thiB propagan dism, conservatism was crush- 
ed out None bat heroes found employment, radical treat- 
ment was the order -ef the day, for everything that smack- 
ed of morbid action. Fees were doubled, and fortunes were 
to be made in a year or so. But the public mind was not 
tranquil, a revolution was impending, and it came. Our 
heroes were all banished to rural shades, without time to en- 
quire why or wherefore. Thompsonianism, like Minerva 
from the brain of Jove, stood before the whole country, from 
Boston to Savannah, in fall manhood, proclaiming that every 
drag in the Materia Medina was an enemy to human life, 
and that bleeding would certainly kill. Their theory was 
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simple, “heat is life and cold is death.” Take the “canker” 
ont of the stomach with Cobelia, and fill it with red pepper 
to keep the man warm, and he 4* safe until odd age garners 
him home, free from pain, and his business all settled up.— 
As a consequence every man who had lost a member of his 
family, or his teeth, or was bald headed, sore eyed, thin vis- 
aged, or ugly, attributed it to the faculty, and swore worse 
than the “army did in Flanders,^ that they should doctor 
him no more. And many have kept their word. Thomso- 
nianism is a living heresy, ridiculous as it is, and will oon- 
tinue another generation or two, in all probability. Bat 
this is not the only heresy which the grand old profession 
of Medicine, in its moments Cf quixotism, has allowed to 
rise np and become formidable. Hydropathy, founding its 
claims upon the curative effects of water, has bounded into 
life, dating no farther back than the early part of the nine- 
teenth century, and yet claiming to be the first to discover 
its healing power. Notwithstanding its uses date back to 
tbe great monatehiet of Babylon, Assyria and Egypt. Not- 
withstanding it was practiced by HypocrateB five hundred 
years before Christ, and by Galen in tbe days of 
tbe Roman Commonwealth, and by wise men of the profes- 
sion ever since. Still this monstrous absurdity, with not a 
semblance of truth to back it, from the dependence of the 
profession upon other tilings, and their neglect to enforce its 
frequent nse, as one of tbe .greatest adjuncts we have, in the 
treatment of fevers and inflamatious, has permitted a system 
founded upon this alone at a curative, to take, root and be- 
come formidable over the whole world. 

Homopathy is such a dear little harmless thing, that we 
scarcely know how to characterise it. It is the “ expectant 
system,” Callao called it the expectant plan, that is, in sim- 
ple and donbbtfnl eases, to wait, let the simple get well and 
the doubtful ones develope. Hahnemann was a smart fellow 
he makes a “system” ont of it, and the children must hare 
the little pelfett* of goat’s milk and sugar, or tiler* will be 
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no doing anything with them. We will relate an anecdote : 

In the city of Ky., aoonple of polished gentlemen from ' 

the “Dub,” located as Homeophetio physicians. A wealthy 
gentleman had a little excentrie daughter, six years old, 
whom he was anxious to have cured of her excentricitice.— 
He had consulted every medical man in reach, without any 
benefit. He speedily made the acquaintance of the two 
nice gentlemen named. He asked their advice, and secured 
their services. They* examined the ease and assured the anx- 
ious parents that the child could be radically cured in a tew 
mouths. Taking from his very handsome pocket case two 
little bottles, filled with pellets, about the sire of mustard 
ssed, he ordered one before each meal from one bottle, and 
one after each meal from the other, bnt warned them of the 
great danger of reversing the order, or giving more than one 
of each at a time. And further, if any unpleasant symptom 
should follow, to inform him promptly, but out of abundant 
caution, he consented to call night and morning with the 
antidote, and guard the case at all points. Two or three 
days passed, the child rejoiced when the time came to take 
the medicine and always wanted more. The bottles were 
kept oat of sight on the fire board. It happened that all 
were’ out of the house bat the child, by the aid of a chair, it 
reached both bottles, and eat np their entire contents, and 
when the mother returned, was playing with them as toys. 
Hie story was soon told, the mother fainted, ail the Doctors 
in town were sent for, the two Homeopathics amonst them. 
The father called for the antidote, the Doctor had forgotten 
what was th4 antidote. The child laughed and frolicked as 
though nothing wee wrong, called for more medicine. The 
scene’ beggered description. Homeopathy was stumped for 
once. The patron, a fine gentleman, concluded to give over 
any farther efforts at oaring the child. Bat neither of the 
parties liked the joke. 

Mow none of these vagaries ought ever to have bad a 
stage of incubation, much less to have hatched, and grown ' 
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to power and .influence, and certainly they never would have 
‘done bo, if the profession had been true to itself. The fault 
lies, not in the profession, but its. friends. Not in its truths, 
but the bad use that is made of them. Nor ajrd the rank and 
file to blame, they are generally earnest men closely engaged 
with their duties as. they have been taught them. But there 
are men in the profession who are talented, eduoated, plaus- 
ible and ambitious, who talk well and write well, but have 
little taste for the drudgery, as represented in the detail of 
au honest, night and day, rough and tumble practice, who 
love to sloop, and see mnoh of. society, and convivial life, and 
yet the means of doing all this has to be improverited out of 
the daily gleanings of their profession — specifies are thought 
of Some grtfud idea of beating the “tiger,” by which fame 
is to be won, or notoriety at least, sufficient to keep off 
drudgery and keep the supply bills paid. The profession of 
Medicine has never been injured by its enemies, they have 
never been sufficiently powerful to do it hurt. Its greatest 
injuries have been inflicted by its profefesed friends. The 
public mind, ever awake to its, own interest, is constantly in 
quiring how the matter stands in medicine. Thompson, 
Haunemann, Priesifitz (I believe is his name, and if I have 
missed it, or the arthography is at fault, I beg pardon) “we 
loose no patients,” says this.tryo, “not a man has died under 
our treatment shioe the profession, as practiced by us, began 
its brijiant career.” And yet people die, whqse patients 
were they ? Nut the patienOs of onr bastard cousins, for they 
never loose any, they were undoubtedly the patients of the 
faculty, for they never defend themselves against the charge of 
killing every, body tbat dies. Now the plain truth is simply 
this, the public aie willing to trust to these men until they 
become eeriouply ill— often when beyond the reael* of reme- 
dies— our cousins are dismissed or quit the field, as we have 
many times observed them to do, and some medical gentle- 
men is called* and if the man dies the death is charged to the 
profession. Hence in the great Metropolis of England, the 
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premium on life insurance is smaller where Homeopathists : 
have charge of the health and life, than where the regular 
profession have it, (with certain companies, I mean.) They 
are able to prove that under their treatment nobody dies. — 
Whilst Sir Thomas Watson and Tilbnry Fox, and the great 
minds of London, wonld scorn to dispute an assumption, not 
claimed by their equals, nor founded on a single fact even, 
but the mere catch word of a jockey, canght up and repeat- 
ed by the crowd, who know nothing, and can know nothing, 
of the merits of the ease. 

A late Writer on Homeopathy,' sayB wittily, there is in it 
nothing true that is new, and nothing new that is true. 

As we have said before, all these systems have resulted 
ftom the haste of some of onr brightest men to gain notorie 
ty — to become leaders and propagandists, and be gaaetted 
all over the world as the author of something new. McCau- 
ley says, (see Miscellanies) that the attraction of gravitation 
would have been discovered jnst when it was, if the great 
Newton had never lived, that great discoveries come in the 
natural course of experience, and requires only the earnest 
use of such well established truths as we have, to develops 
others. The gold hunter first finds the coveted treasure in 
grains, then in pennyweights and finally, perhaps, nug- 
gets, but this does not establish the value of the mine, he 
goes on until he finds the vein, the great matrix, before he 
exelaims Eruka. 

It would be well if Medioal.men would imitate this prudent. 
We have developed ideas enough, and fast enough. We have 
a plenty of the raw material, the thing we want is patient, 
earnest thinkers to study facts, and trace out their leadings, 
until great embryo truths, as yet hidden from view, are laid , 
bare alike to the eye ot the believer and skeptie. To effect 
this, let the profession come back to first principles. 8im- - 
plicity is nature’s law, embrace it, study it in this way, and 
at) every step she will unfold new beauties and new treasures. 
What a field is open to us in the nervous system, the circa- 
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l*tien, the lawn that govarn the functions, prgapic election, 
&e., &o> J|iioh m we have achieved in Medicine, wo have 
scarcely approached the shores of the great ocean of truth. — 
Let ns pet rap aw»y with a single idea, end delude ourselves 
with hypotheses, but awake to the true dignity end respon- 
sibility of our high calling, end labor for troth alone. 

. But we fear that history is about to repeat itself, notwith- 
standing the severe lessons of the past. While captious men 
are speculating upon the danger attending the use of chloro- 
form, and, by a close analysis of its intricate 1 chemical con- 
stitution, to (^certain upon what that danger depends, it has 
been as thoroughly utilitised by some of opr enterprising eo- 
Uhorers, as paregoric or salts. Classed amongst the sedative 
n&rootics, it is claimed by some, that it acts through 
the nervous syBtein upon the organism. Qther theories are 
extant maintaining that its action is directly upon the blood* 
and sharing the properties of all other narcotics, may he 
given with equal safety. We dissent entirely from this lat- 
ter opinion, and warn onr heroic friends to beware of its 
careless inhalation. 


OMISSION. 

The following paragraph was omitted in the making np 
of the first form. It is the laBt paragraph of the article by 
Dr. A. Gives, of Louisville, Ky. : 

They should he given in as large doses as thestomaoh will 
tolerate, and repeated every two hours. ’ The inflamed and ' 
ulcerated parte should bo cleansed with tepid water, thor- 
oughly dried, and 'covered with the collodion glycerine, and 
iodine twipe a day. , Every practitioner is familiar with the 
rapid resolution of erysipellatous inflammation after the ap- 
plication of tincture of iodine and glycerine. Bromine pos- 
sesses similar properties. But it must be borue hi mind that 
external applicatiousmnount to hat little* upleae the aplas* 
ticity of the blood is corrected. 
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OUR EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENCE. 

We publish in another column a second letter from our 
distinguished friend, L. P. Yandell, M. D. His letterB are 
very able, and show an immense amount of laborious en- 
quiry. in all matters appertaining to the profession of medi- 
cine. He has recently gone to Paris, from which place we 
hope to hear from him, in time for our next monthly issue. 


PROF. W. S. ARMSTRONG. 

Prof. Armstrong, filling the chair of Anatomy in the 
Atlanta Medical College, sailed for Europe, on the 8th of 
last month, to be absent six months. He will visit London, 
Dublin and Paris, for the purpose of seeing their Schools 
and Hospitals, as a means of farther prosecuting the study 
of his profession. Prof. A. is a ) oung man of talents, and 
we doubt not will make a good use of his time. 


PROF. D. W. YANDELL. 

We notioe that Prof. Yandell, who fills the chair of 
“Principles and Practice of Medicine,” in the Medical De- 
partment of the University of Louisville, was to deliver the 
introductory address before the students and faculty of that 
inetitbtion at the commencement of ito regular session, on 
the 1st inst. We do not hesitate to say, although we have 
net seen the address, that it waa an able one. 

Prod Yandell has no superior as a thinker and man of 
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talents, of his age. His acquirements, varied, and of the 
first order — combining the usefnl with the elegant, Bhow at 
once the crucible of thought, the grace of litnratnre, and 
felicity of style. His convictions led him into the Southern 
Army, at the very commencement of the war, although at 
a heavy sacrifice, and he stood by the cause, giving his earn- 
est attention to the organization and efficiency of the Med- 
ical Department, until all was lost, and then returned to his 
native State, with his parole and oath of allegiance in his 
pocket, to resume and fulfill, like a man as he is, his duty to 
society, and all that is meant by allegiauce to the United 
States. We predict for him a future of great usefulness to 
the cause of humanity and ot honor to himself and the pro- 
fession, of which he is an ornament: 


WHAT WILL ENSURE A HIGH STANDARD OF 
MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE? 

i 

Thorough qualification exhibited in the green-room, and 
not additional requisites for admission to examination for 
the Degree, insures a high standard of medical knowledge 
in the profession. If Colleges from interested motives, or 
other cause, fail to make the necessary exactions, a separa- 
tion of the teaching and licensing authority, by the appoint- 
ment of Boards for examination unconnected with medical 
Schools; is the only plan of effecting that desirable object 
The following opinion of the. attempt at reform in this 
particular by the Convention of Colleges, we copy from the 
Medical Gazette, a . weekly Review of Practical . Medicine, 
Surgery and Obstetrics, New York; the first N& of which 
is on our, table : -t 

“The reformers of medical schools appear to meet with 
small success. That reforms are .needed, .and that < the re- 
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quiremeuts for admission and for graduation should be more’ 
severe than at present, is undoubted. We fail, however, to 
perceive the superior advantages of the schedule proposed 
by the committee whose report is before ns. Anatomy, for 
instance, is only required to be studied by the freshman 
class, instead of every session, as it should be. Public hy- 
giene is included in die proposed curriculum, but personal 
hygiene, which we think of eqnal if not greater importance, 
is omitted. Reformers have a hard time of it in this world 
and we anticipate a rugged path for the estimable and dis- 
tinguished gentlemen who have the matter in band. 7 ’ 


The following excerpta we make from the Druggists' 
Circular: 

Grubs in the Fact — Acne Punctata. 

It is no easy thing to remove this affection from the face, 
for it seems to be dependent, in a great measure, on the ' 
physiological functions of the sebaceous follicles of the 
skin, which are peculiarly developed in persons suffering 
from this unsightly eruption. The grub-liKe matter is the 
secretion of the follicle, thiekened like cheese, and- confined 
by an obstruction of the orifice. The black head is only 
dirt at the mouth of the follicle, adherent to the sebaceous 
matter. It is said there is actually an animalcule in each 
little oast, tliat may be pressed out by squeezing, and it has 
been termed Steatczoon folliculorutn^ Remedies seem to 
have but little effect in coring acne, for there is iu trnth no 
particular disease to remove. Stimulants, or whatever ex- 
cites the cutaneous circulation, should be avoided — the 
bowels kept moderately open, with some one of the mineral 
purgatives, and, instead of soap, a solution of twenty grains 
of the carbonate of soda dissolved in a quart of water, may 
be used as a detergent. A spirituous solution, consisting of 
two drachms of oil of lemon and half a drachm ot oil of 
rosemary in a pint of alcohol, should be applied as a lotion 
to the skin immediately after washing with the soda water. 
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Ia chronic cases, to the foregoing lotion may be added ad- 
vantageously half a grain of corrosive sublimate to earth 
ounce of the spirit. 

Charcoal Pencils to replace the Actual Cautery. 

In the Hay (1866) number of the same Journal, p. 358. is 
a formula for Charcoal pencils to replace the actual oOuteary 
recommended by M. Breton neaij : “ Light powdered char- 
coal, 20 parts; nitrate of potash, Imparts; gum tragacajith, 
5 parts ; water, 2i parts : make a pilular mass, to be divi- 
ded into cylinders of the size of an ordinary pencil, and 
about ten centimetres (nearly four inohes) in length.” 

Decoction of Sage in Profuse Sweating. 

M. Vignard, of Nantes, after the manner of Yan Swieten, 
has successfully employed decoction of sage for the relief of 
profuse sweating. In the case of a man twenty-five years 
of age, who had suffered, from time to time, during .many 
years from attacks of this kind, the remedy proved effectual. 
The sweating began suddenly between two and three o’clock 
in the morning all over the body, and was so profuse as to 
completely saturate the bed-clothes and to a considerable 
extent the mattress also. In consequence of the regularity 
of the attacks, sulphate of qoinia waa tried as an antipe- 
riodic, but unavaitingly ; the perspiration regularly re-ax>- 

{ >eared, and without any apparent pathological cause. At 
ength H. Vignard prescribed the following preparation : 
Take of chopped sage leaves, a large teaspoonful (une forte 
prinoee ;) of water, sis fluid ounces, Boil the sage for a 
minute or two in the water ; let it stand to cool, then filter 
and sweeten to taste. From that time the perspiration ceased 
whenever the decoction was taken, re-appeared When it waa 
omitted. H- Vignard suggested the use of. this remedy in 
the colliquative sweating of phthisis* — Joum, de Mid. d* 
Nantes. 
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All Books sent by Mail, free of postage, upon receipt of the retail 
price as annexed. 

AITKIN’S SCTENCfe AND PRACTICE OP MEDICINE. Prom the 
4th London Edition, with Additions equal to 320 pages of the original, 
by Mkiudbth Clymbr, M. D. 3 vola., royal octavo. Price, $12.00. 
WARtNG’S PRACTICAL THERAPEUTICS. Octavo. Price, $0.00- 
CHAMBERS’ LECTURES-THE RENEWAL OP LIFE Prom the 
Fourth London Edition. Price, $5.00. 

DR TANNER’S INDEX OF DISEASES AND THEIR TREAT- 
MENT. Octavo. Pric*, $3.00. 

TANNER’S PRACTICE OF MEDICINE From the Fifth London * 
Edition. Price, $6.00. 

BEAL’S MICROSCOPE IN PRACTICAL MEDICINE Third Edi- 
tion. 500111 ustrations. Price, $7.50. 

HEADLAND ON THE ACTION OF MEDICINES IN THE SYS- 
TEM- Fifth-Edition. Price* $R00. 

JUST PUBLISHED : 

LINDSAY A BLAKI8TON’S PHYSICIANS VISITING LIST FOR 
1868. For Sizes aud Prices see their Catalogue. 

This Favorite Visiting List, the first published in the United States, 
forms an invaluable Pocket Companion for every Physician; oompact. 
easily carried in the pocket, methodical in its arrangement, and so useftil 
that the Physician once using it will never afterwards be without it 14 It 
will cost the Physician a dollar or two; it will save him many hundreds.” 
THE SYDENHAM SOCIETY’S BIENNIAL RETROSPECT OF 
MEDICINE, SURGERY, AND THE ALLIED SCIENCES FOR 
1865-66. Edited by Mr. EL Power, Dr. Anbtib, Mr. Holmes, Mr. 
Thor Windsor, Dr. Barnes, and Dr. C. Hilton Fagge, for the 
New Sydenham Society. 1vol., octavo. Price, $3.50. 

'Will Be Beady Early In January Next t 

THE PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL REPORT8. To be published 
annually. Volume I, containing : A Medical and Sunrical History of 
the Hospital, Clinical Lectures, and Reports by the Medical and Surgi- 
cal Staff, Reports of Cases occurring during the year, Ac., Ac., with ap- 
propriate illustrations. To form a handsome octavo volume, somewhat 
similar in size and style to The London or Guv’s Hospital Rkportsl 
Terms, — To subscribers, $4.00 per volume, sent free, by mail, when 
paid for in advance. To non-subseriberB, $5.00 per volume. 

ct;a New and Descriptive Catalogue of Medical Books, inclu - 
ding the above works , now ready , and xoiU be forwarded free upon <] p ’ i - 
Umto 

LINDSAY A BLAKISTON, Publishers, 
Sept-12m<x Philadelphia. 
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By request Professor HORATIO R. STORER will de- 
liver bis eecobd private coarse of twelve Lectured, Upon the 

TIUTUIT IF TEE HUl M 0! Hill 

During the first fortnight of December, at his rooms in 
Boston. Fee. $50, and Diploma required to be shown. 

Certificates of attendance upon the course jnst completed, 
have been issued to the following gentlemen : Drs. C. M. 
Carlton, Norwich, Ct. ; Daniel Maun, Pelham, N. H. ; O. 
E. Bullard, Blackstone, Mass. ; J. A. McDonough, Boston, 
Mass. ; M. C. Talbott, Warren, Pa. ; H. Gerould, Erie, Pa.; 
E. F. Upham, W. Randolph, Vt.; W. L. Wells, Howell, 
Mich.; and W. A. J. Case, Hamilton, 0. W. 

Hotel Pelham, Boston, July 1, 1867. Sept-4m 


ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE 


The next coarse of Lectures in this College will commenpe on the first 
Tuesday in September, and continue sixteen weeks. 

Materials for dissection are abundant, and furnished to Students on as 
reasonable terms as at any similar institution in the country. A spacious 
Hospital has been opened nearly opposite the College, to which Students 
are admitted free of charge. 

Clinical Lectures are delivered in the Hospital three days In the week. 
Surgical Clinics are held regularly in the Hospital and College. 

The Working Laboratory of the College open for work and instruction 
throughout the year. 

PR0FE880R8 t 

Alden March, M. D., Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

James McNaughton, M. D., Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

James H. Armbby, M. D., Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy. 

John V. P. Quackenbush, M. D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
and Children. 

Jacob S. Mosher, M. D., Chemistry and Medical Jurisprudence. 

S. Oakley Vanderpoel, M. D., General Pathology and Clinical Medi- 
cine. 

James E. Pomfret, M. D m Physiology. 

John V. Lansing, M. D., Materia Meaica. 

GT Catalogue and Circular, with full information, furnished on appli- 
cation. JACOB 8. MOSHER, Registrar, 

Sept-ly Albany, N. Y7 
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Subscription Price $5 a year in advance. 

OT” Send for a specimen copy. 

Direct, 115 8. Be Tenth St., Philadelphia. 


THE HALr^tAR$i' pOld PlNRlt * Of 1&DICAL SCONCE —Being A synopsis of Practical 
Surgery and Medical Literature. 

The Compendium will appear on the 1st of January, 1868, and erery half year subsequently 
Each number will towtaln MO pages of reading matter, and embrace all that is valuable to the 
Prsotitioner In the Medical Journals, the transaction of Medical Societies, and Monographs on 
Medical Selene* which appear both In Europe and Am>rica, and will aim to furnish a concise 
andcoB-egisunnf Ay <f Ifa* ifogiess #9Mtd!4fp* each half gear. B#nw’bf the mb* Able IslAt 
in tfe fr#p«lonMll emp|>yea oafSis salmons, end we r^y dn fhl Physicians of Amelcalo 

| per^pZitu^ itfa^aifce. J ; 
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8. W. BUTLER, M. D., 1 
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SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES OP EUGENE RIMMEL, 

PBB.FtrM£lR f 

PARIS AND LONDON. 

DR. DE JONGH’S 

(Knight of the Order cf Leopold of Belgium.) 

LIGHT MOWN (00 HIM OIL. 


This Oft, the ondeviating purity and uniform excellence of which are 
guaranteed by Dr. De Jonqh, the standard authority on the subject of 
God Liver Oil, is of so fine a quality, and its thecapeatie action is mani- 
fested with such certainty and efficacy, that the most distinguished mem- 
bers of the Faculty in all parts of the world now justly regard this celebra- 
ted preparation as incomparably superior to every other kind. 

Opinion of JONATHAN PEREIRA, M. D., F. R. B., F. L. a 
Professor at the University cf London , Physician to the tMdon Hospital, Au- 

thor cf ik The Elements of Materia Medica and Therapeutics,’ 1 t&e., Ate. 

“ My dear Sir,— I was very glad to hear from you, when I had the pleas- 
ure of seeing you in London, that you ware interested covnmerchtnr in 
Cod Liver OiL It was fitting that the author of the best analysis ana in- 
vestigations into the properties of this Oil should himself be fne purveyor 
of this important medicine. 

“ I feel, however, some diffidence in venturing to fulfil your request by 
giving you my opinion of the quality of the Ou of which you gave me a 
sample ; because I know that no one can be better, and few so well, ac- 
quainted with the physical and chemical properties ot ibis medicine as 
yourself, whom I regard as the highest authority on the subject 

“ 1 can, however, have no hesitation about the propriety of responding 
to your application. The Oil which you gave me was of the very finest 
quality, whether considered with reference to its color, flavor, or chemi- 
cal properties ; and I am satisfied that for medicinal purposes no finer Oil 
can be produced. 

11 With: my best wishes for your success, believe me, my dear sir, to he 

Very faith fally yourt, 

JONATHAN PEREIRA 

“ Finsbury Square, London , April 1(5, 1851. 

“ Dr. de Jongh” 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 


ARTICLE I. 

Acute Glaucoma of both Eyes Successfully treated by Para- 
centesis of the Cornea. By W. P. Westmoeeland, M. D., 
Prtof. Surgery in the Atlanta Medical College. 

Since the elaborate memoir by Prof. Von Grfife of Berlin, 
In 1857, introducing the operation of the iridectomy for the 
treatment of Glaucoma, Ophthalmic Surgeons have exten- 
sively discussed the pathology of this disease, but as yet 
have not accurately defined the exact nature of the disease 
of <the eye named “ Glaucoma” by irideetomists. Whatever 
maj be its precise character, whether an affection of the Cil- 
iary nerves, a rheumatic condition of the circulation, or a 
hyperse cr etion of the fluids of the eye, all, I believe, are dis- 
posed to admit that the whole series of phenomena as wit- 
nessed in idle disease are referable to one cause — •“ a morbidly 
increased tension of the tnnies of the eyeballs, produced by 
teMwtalag'thydrosiatiie) contained fluids,” 
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It is not, however, my purpose in this article to enter into 
the discussion of ,the pathology pfy this disease, or reproduce 
the opinions of ophthalmologists who have devoted much 
tifne and labor to the investigation of the subjectt porMei 
propose to discuss the relative meritapf, the opdrtfeMhit PS 1 ?' 
centesis comae, iridectomy and a section of the ciliary 
muscle, proposed for the relief of this condition of the eye, 
but simply to report a case which was entirely relieved by 
tapping the cornea, as suggested and successfully practised 
by Prof. Sperino of Turin. 

In March, 1867, 1 was called to spe Beuj. H , ten year* 

old — well grown and up to the present attack had enjoyed 
good health. I found him with considerable fever, pain in 
the head, baek and knees, withsome cough.' I regarded the 
attack as influenza, which was then prevailing in the city, 
and prescribed accordingly. Two or three days later I was 
called again and informed by the mother that he was suffer- 
ing with his eyes. 

Upon examination I found considerable redness of the 
conjunctiva, but regarded it as a simple catarrhal oph- 
thalmia, and prescribed the ordinary remedies. A. week later 
I was called in great haste and found the family, .much 
alarmed. They assured me that the child was entirely 
blind. Upon examination I found the eyes less congested 
than when I last saw him, but completely blind in the right 
eye, and only able to distinguish, imperfectly, large and 
bright objects with the left eye. I then, for the first time, 
suspected the true character of the disease; The eyeballs 
were tense \ the right . perceptibly more so than the left. The 
pnpil ef the right eye was greatly dilated, the left not 
so. much so — and slowly responded to a bright light. — 
The age of the child and its unmanagable disposition pre- 
cluded the possibility of procuring the ophthalmoscopic sad 
other tests which could be readily obtained ip the case of an 
adult. It was evident that I had a case of acute Giaueom*- 

I determined that instead of an immftdi ate operation at 
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instated upon by the majority of ophthalmic surgeons, to 
try first the power of medication suggested by the surgeons 
of the Ophthalmic Hospital, Sontbwark, and pnt my patient 
upon large doses of the Iodide of Potassium, and ordinary 
doses of Belladonna. 

Hie patient, however, continued to grow worse, sad. at 
the expiration of ten days was completely blind in both 
eyes. 

It was now evident that an immediate operation was the 
only hope for my little patient. As Prof. Sperino often 
performs paracentesis corn© preliminary to iridectomy, be- 
lieving that in this way he obviated many of the risks, 
especially internal hemorrhage, I determined to tap the 
cornea, and if necessary, a few days later, to perform iridec- 
tomy. 

On the 8th of April, aAisted by Drs. D’Alvigny, Alexan- 
der and Flewellen, the patient was placed under the influ- 
ence of Chloroform, and with a broad-pointed cataract 
needless little curved to prevent wounding the iris, I tapped 
both eyes, making the incision in the cornea near its junc- 
tion with the sclerotic. The aqueous humor of both eyes 
passed ont in a jet. The Belladonna and Iodide of Potas- 
sium were continued. 

No unpleasant symptoms followed, and in four days the 
patient could very imperfectly distinguish objects, particu- 
larly led and white, but whether with one or both eyes it 
was impossible to say, as the child was always alarmed at 
my presence, so that I was, to a great extent, forced to rely 
npon the investigations of the mother. 

The improvement continued for a week or more after the, 
operation, when the mother informed me that the child did 
not see so well sb it had — that the change to her was very 
perceptible. Ten days after the first, a second operation was 
performed in the same way as the first, and was followed by 
a rapid improvement. The medication was continued aa 
before. The eyes contined to improve, and a month after 
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the kst operation, afl far as I could judge, were cpmpletaly 
restored. Six taoirtbs bare now elapsed since the operation 
and the child hah had no farther difficulty. 

If paradenteais coruee renders iridectomy less hazardous 
as suggested by Prof. Sperino, and as the shore operation 
and mnmerows others performed by ■ other surgeons pdove 
that it may result in permanent relief, why not in every 
favorable case commence the treatment with this operation! 



.. a’rticl E II. 

1 1 . • , > 
fe4ih Shot Wound — Del iriurn Tremens, AdmimsLPatit n of 
l Gklorofonh in, <& c . By L. H. Ormk, M. D., Atlanta, Oa. 

' ) * *’i • ' ' 

^ Ab6uii si* o’clock on the afternoon of the fitst of #annarf, 
1866, I was requested to see Mr H., of this : dty; who had 
been the innocent, but unfortunate victim of what appa- 
rently seemed to be a very trifling, but which subsequently 
proved to be a tery dangerous gun shot wound. 

Upon a thorough examination r found thatuhe battered* 
judging from the character of the apetture, frofri a Gblt ? S 
Repeater) struck immediately upon the outer aspect of the 
Gh*eat Trochantefr — ^indenting the bone — and in all probabil- 
ity foil b&ck through the wound it had rflhde, as a fe* days 
later a ball was found among the elotliing of the patient, 
supposed to be the same by which the injury wa9 inflicted* 
and as the most careful probing would discover no trace of 
flte bill in that direction I became settled in 1 the cbriWetioa 
fliatit^had rti^de its exit in this ‘wiiy. “ ■ • * ' ; ** 
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■ My* patient experienced no i considerable incoavsityevee 
until the next morning at nine o’clock, when lie complained 
of great pain in tlie region of the wound and in the whole 
extent of the leg. < ,, 

In answer t<> liis urgent request some stimulant wee ad? 
ndoiatenedverj^eparingly and with a view to aMeviellmgiWs 
great suffering, which was now becoming very intense; « 
grain <of Morphine was also administered. This succeeded 
in relieving lain, temporarily, but it was apparent that the 
poster of his whole nervons system was rapidly becoming 
entirely dethroned aud the further exhibition of stimulant# 
or powerful nervous agents would net only fail in i relieving 
the difficulty but would prove positively injurious by] slug* 
meeting and continuing this deranged condition, frbiipb <04 
the third or fourth day began to develope unmistakable syror 
teoas of Delirium TrCmens. V . ■ - 

Frevions to the reception of the injury this patient bad 
been on no debauch or “ spree,” as it is usually termed— bad 
been accustomed, however, to a moderate indulgence in alj 
cotbaUo stimuli— and was hi good health. 

Supervening upon this injury we have i cat© of Delirium 
Tremens, as well marked as any ever known tD the. profes- 
sion, which eertainly-could have been the result of nothing 
but “ shock ”1 from mechanical injury with subseqnent failure 
properly to react. 

Dr. R. C. Word, of this place, was called in consultation, 
aud thd treatment usually adopted in such oases resorted to 
without any beneficial results. .1 . ; 

, There was no attempt on the part of the. patient to qbit 
his. bed, nor . did he. make any violent . demonstrations other 
than boisterous language at times. 

He was > exceedingly annoyed by the continual presence «f 
snaked crawling on the wall and About his bed, and fife* 
qnently ealled. upon, different members. of his. family. to re-* 
move lizaards from the “ mantle pieoe” as well mother 
riptiles and little, animals in his j ndgment ndbsofhnaatfy 
domesticated to mingle in his household. 
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Upon the suggestion of Dr. Word, the Elixir of Opium 
and small quantities of brandy were administered in order 
to procure sleep ; but our patient successfully resisted all 
such medication, and in spite of our efforts to relieve him 
this distressing condition of things had now extended to the 
ninth day, and it was very evident that the patient’s physical 
system was fast succumbing under the influence of this ter- 
rible excitement, and that unless rest could speedily be ob- 
tained the last vestige of hope would disappear. 

Upon consultation with Drs. W. F. Westmoreland and J. 
F. Alexander, of this city, I decided, as s dernier resort, to 
place him profoundly under the influence of Chloroform — 
and I must confess it was not without some misgiving that 
I carried this into execution, as the nutritive process had 
been suspended for so long a time, and vitality was at so low 
an ebb, it was e’xtremely problematical how far the contem- 
plated soporific influence would extend. 

Chloroform was administered about 4 o’clock in the after- 
noon and carried to complete anesthesia, which lasted until 
1 o’clock the following morning, when he awoke and spoke 
rationally, to his brother who was sitting near, (memorable 
words with his family) for the firet time in nine days. 

I am firmly persuaded that had it not been for the exhibi- 
tion of Chloroform in this instance the patient must have 
inevitably perished. 

He had no return of delirium from that time and contin- 
ued to improve under a dietetic treatment until he was 
finally restored to perfect health. 

Dr. Bennet, in his excellent work on the practice of med- 
icine, recommends that in Delirium Tremens all medications 
should be dispensed with and an entirely nutrient treat- 
ment adopted, and gives a tabular statement of twenty cases 
admitted to the hospital of which he had supervision, during 
the months of May, June and July of 1864, all of whon re- 
covered under & simply dietetic treatment with the exception 
of two, to whom at the outset, emetics were administered* 
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the average dotation of these cases, or at least of their stay 
in the hospital, being abont 6ix days. 

I am disposed to agree with the author that supplying the 
accnstomed sthnnlOB, theoretically considered, is tantamount 
to adding coalB to fire, and practically, experience teaches 
that patients more rapidly recover under a nutrient treat- 
ment, as a general rule , and provided their systems will ap- 
propriate the nutrition taken into the stomach ; but then 1 
contend there are cases, as the one related above, in which 
to depend upon such a course were simple madness; for 
Whilst you were waiting for the assimilation of your nutri- 
ents the exhaustive process of the disease would terminate 
your treatment in the death of your patient. 


4 


ARTICLE III. 

Batraction of a Large Slone from the Urethra of a Boy 
three years old. By J. F. M. Davis, of Gum Springs, Va. 

On the 1st of November, 1866, 1 was called to see a boy 
three yean old, who the father told me had been suffer- 
ing from gravel, and had not passed water for twenty-four 
hours preceding my arrival. I found my patient large for 
his age and apparently in good health, but was informed, 
however, that the child had been sick at intervals for a year 
or more. 

I found tile bladder greatly distended, and the skin over 
abdomen red. Ndt suspecting the cause of the retention of 
the urine, I ordered a warm bath, hoping in this way to re- 
unite my little patient, but without effect. Learning that 
his bowels were constipated, I ordered an enema of warm 
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soap-suds and common salt, which produced the discharge of 
hard lumps of fecal matter, without any discharge from the 
bladder. Not having a Catheter sufficiently small to intro- 
duce into the bladder of a child so yoqng, I concluded to 
use an injection per Urethra of warm water, hoping in thiB 
way to overcome the difficulty ; nothing, however, was ac- 
complished. 

Night coming on, I ordered anodynes and warm applica- 
tions to be continued during the night 

I saw him again on the morning of the 2nd. He had 
rested tolerably well during the night, but his bladder was 
still unrelieved and greatly distended. I had supplied my- 
self with a Catheter of the proper size and at once proceeded 
to introduce it into the bladder. About one inch from the 
meatus the catheter was arrested by the presence of a for- 
eign body which from the rough and gritty feel was readily 
recognized as a stone of sufficient size to completely obstruct 
the urethra. 

After a careful examination it was made evident that 
there was no means of removing the obstruction except by 
an operation. 

After forcibly drawing back the propose an iuoisien w#s 
made through it to the urethra. Firm pressure was ipyw 
made behind the stone with the hope of forcing it sufficiently 
near the mouth of the urethra to grasp it with a pair of. for- 
ceps ; but it was found impossible to dislodge it. Tb$-iftciaiep 
was now extended through the urethra and a stoae,bMf aa 
inch long and three-quarters of an inuhin ofrouwfensaoe 
was removed, to the great relief of the little auffenw, There 
was an immediate and copious flow of urine ■ The b ease* 
rhage was slight, and by the application of cold water aoou 
ceased. The after treatment consisted in appJwatinp jof 
cold water by means of cloths. For same dfya after fbe 
operation small clots of blood passed at each micturition.— 
Nothing unpleasant occurred, end thq wftfpd healed hi ft. 
few days. , . 
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Ifen days after toe operation 1 was called to see my little 
patient eg ash, end found him extremely ill with ncnte me- 
nibgkis. It proved etedioee attack, bat he finally recov- 
ered and now seems in the most perfect health. 


ARTICLE IV. 

A Case of Doublet* — Uterine Inertia — Alarming Sequences. 

By E. L. ComuiXT, M. D., Albany Ga. 

A few months since I was called to Mrs. H., aged 28 

years— -had been married 14 months — nervons temperament 
—delicate, but apparently healthy. Found her seven or 
eight months advanced in first pregnancy. Patient com- 
plained of strangnary, with pain in the illiac region ; and a 
sense at great weight and fullness about the pubis, which I 
fennd to arise from a vascular tumor of the meatns nrina- 
rias. It s e e med probable that toe illiac distress arose from 
ttaaion ef the nterine ligaments. As objection was made to 
the simple operation proposed to relieve the vascular tumor, 
and no ether interiareoee seemed necessary, a prescription 
inesfetporatiag Bromide of Potassa was made, at the same 
tisae expressing toe hope that all would go well with her. — 
Before leaving, however, she informed me that previously 
to her mar ri ag e she bad been betoted for nterine disease by 
oantoniitiotteiid pessaries* 

On the 26th of May, at 8 'a. m., was called in haste, and 
found her in the first stage of labor. Was unable to dis- 
cover apy dilatation of toe oa, and after giving some inatruc- 
tiensifce to toe management of the case in my absence, left 
her for tones hours. On my return fonnd labor progreasing 
slowly; os slightly dilated, soft and dilatable, but pains not 
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very distinct, apparently. Patient complained of great buf- 
fering, general uneasiness, and nervous irritability. Dr; 
Cromwell, who accompanied me in this vieit, suggested the 
inhalation of Chloroform, which was used to incomplete an- 
aesthesia, quieting her into a comfortable slumber, iu which 
consciousness was not entirely destroyed, but ease afforded. 
Continuing the anaesthetic, at short intervals and in small 
quantities, for several honrs, it was found that the os had 
not dilated further during the anaesthesia, nor were there any 
other evidences of uterine contraction ' than agonizing pain 
in the back and pubic region. 

The administration of ergot was then commenced ia the 
dose of a teaspoonful of wine every thirty minutes. — 
Finding no impression made, after using it for an hour, the 
dose was increased to double that quantity, until two ounces 
had been consumed, with the same result Seeing no good 
reason why the amount taken, if an active preparation, 
should not produce contraction of the womb, it was deter- 
mined to try another specimen, which was done to extent, 
without any impression upon the uterus. Not being yet 
satisfied to give up my confidence in the efficiency ofi this 
useful drug, I obtained the same preparation of ergot from' 
the third druggist. In the mean time a eap of coffee rad 
an occasional drink of water had been taken, and had been' 
ejected from the stomach before the administration of the 
third specimen of the ergot. The last two ooncBs ware then 
given in the dose of a tablespoon fill every twenty minutes ? 
to which was, once or twice, added a drachm of Dkvtiqtftfetf* 
ext. ergot She had then taken, during six hears, about six 
fluid ounces wine of ergot, and one or two drachms ti^ofbbV 
extract, without having produced any perceptible impreto- 
sion, except occasional vomiting, during the administration. 

It being then eighteen hours ainoe the commencement of 
labor,- and the patient expressing a sense of great -exhaat* 
tion, at midnight an . anodyne of optate was given and qaist 
enjoyed till morning. Bding in tbb habitual nse-of OpitnSj 
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rad the stomach at the time irritable, half drachm Squibb’e 
Ootnp. Iiq. Opium was introduced under the skin by the 
hypodermic syringe. This gave quiet and comfort, to some 
extent, but did not induce sleep. 

26th. — 7 r a. m.— Patient in pretty mncli same condition : 
os uteri soft and yielding, but very little more dilated than 
on the previous evening. After being prOpt up in bed, 
nourishment was ordered and I left her for two hours. Re- 
turned at ten o’clock, accompanied by my friend and partner 
Dr. Cromwell, and found her quiet, and the os considerably 
dilated — larger than a dollar ; the child was lower in the 
pelvis, seemingly from the force of gravitation, as there 
were no pains by which to account for it or the dilation of 
the os, unless insensible contraction of the longitudinal fibres 
not discoverable to patient or physician was operating on 
the womb. All that seemed necessary to complete the de- 
livery was two or three expulsive throes. 

With the hope that the few hours rest had changed the 
susceptibility of the uterus, we again commenced the use of 
Ergot in full doses. The result was, however, as before — no 
contraction produced. We then determined to deliver with 
the forceps. 1 She bad been in labor thirty hours. While 
under the influence of Chloroform the streight forceps 
were applied and she delivered of an asphyxed female child. 

It was, however, soon resuscitated by Dr. C., and in the 
mean time I found descending the head of an other child. 
The forceps were again applied, and she was delivered of 
another female child. This was also with difficulty resusci- 
tated, The seeuudines were , immediately remomved, but * 
the uterus did nob contract promptly. Considerable hemo- 
rhage supervened, and continued till the hand containing a 
lump of ice of considerable size was introduced into die 
womb and rotated so as Ip excite the organ to the necessary 
contraction. 

The children, after new life was established, were appa- 
rently healthy, weighing six pounds each. Prescribed for 
the mother Brandy and Morphine. 
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9 p. in.— Patient comfortable, bat had not slept. Same 
uneasiness from distension of the bladder, which was relief 
ed by the Catheter. Ordered half grain Morphine, and re- 
peated in two hours if sleep was not induced. 

May 27, 9 a. m. — No sleep during the night. Relieved 
the bladder of a large quantity of urine. Symtoms favora- 
ble, except that she had not slept since the oommeroement 
of labor, and particnlarly loquacious. There was evidently 
a tendency to mental aberation, of which she had, to some 
extent, suffered before her marriage. In order to quiet the 
mental agitation and promote sleep, I gave hypodermically 
eight drops solution of Morphia and Atropia, containing one- 
fourth grain of the former and one -eightieth grain of the lat- 
ter, Not finding any impression made in twenty minutes, 
twelve drops ef the same solution were injected under the 
skin. After waiting thirty minutes, without any decided 
impression, and knowing that the habitual use ef Opium 
before confinement made it necessary to use more than 
would otherwise be necessary, the third dose containing 
twelve drops of the solution was administered hypodermic- 
ally. She had then takeD, in the course of an hoar, one 
grain of Morphine and one-twentieth grain Atropia. After 
remaining half an hbur and finding no disposition to sleepy 
but still very talkative, I enjoined perfect quiet da the room 
and left. 

In about three hours was summoned in haste, and found 
her insensible ; pulse labored, strong and frequent; breath- 
ing difficult. Supposing the symptoms were probably the 
' result of narcotism, I ordered coffee, and as soon as it could 
be obtained, injected caffien nnder the skin. In- the mew 
time, however, the symptoms of asphyxia increased, until 
the face became livid, and the breathing for a- time entirely 
interrupted. Finally the breathing became easier under the 
influence of caffeine, cold applications to the head, siaaputBS 
to the spine and extremities. For an hour or ttoo she thus 
remained, breathing im perfectly -^-pulso 140- aud fall, uffien 
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suddenly she sprang in bed to a sitting posture, with unin- 
telligible and incoherent expressions. Soon she became 
composed, and talked to some extent rationally, of her hav- 
ing realized the torments of hell ! The peculiar maniacal 
stare of the eyes soon gave place to a more tranquil expres- 
sion, and with it her accustomed loquacity. A blister was 
applied to the abdomen and the bladder emptied. 

Returned at midnight, and though more composed, in ev- 
ery way, found her still talking. 

May 28, 8 a. m. — Has slept very little during the night — 
not half an hour, all together. Pulse 100— still talking. 
Took nourishment and nursed her children, of whom she 
seemed very fond. Prescribed 01 Ricini, and evacuated 
bladder. 

2 p. m.— Bowels acting freely from oil. Prescribed a 
draclnn Tr. Opium by enema. 

0 p. in.— Had not slept ; continued to talk incessantly ; 
pulse 105. Emptied the bladder, and prescribed, hypoder- 
mically, three-fourths grain Morphia and one-fiftieth grain 
Atropia. 

May 30, 9 a. ra. — Has slept but few moments during the 
night — Cathqter used at midnight. Pulse 100 ; tongue coat- 
ed with a heavy, buffy fur. Prescribed the following : 

£ Hydrarg. Chlor. Mite grs. v. 

Pulv. Rhei grs. x. 

S. — Take at once in electuary. 

Cfctheterism, and the occasional use of some opiate pre- 
paration constituted the principal treatment for several days. 

June 4, 9 a. m. — Symptoms not so favorable. Pulse 130 
and hard; tongue red, smooth, dry and pointed ; pain in the 
head ; lactation considerable, with pain and soreness of the 
mamnue — no tenderness of the abdomen. Prescribed the 
following : 
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9 Hydrarg. Ohlor. Mite grs. vj. 

Pulv. Doveri 3 ji. 

M. and make six papers. 

S. — One every three hours. 

In addition, ioed aoaeia water for a constant drink, the 
breast pnmp and Ext. Belladonna to the Mamma, were di- 
rected. 

10 p. in. — Free perspiration ; pulse 115 and soft. ' 

June 5, 9 a. m. — Pulse 98; had slept about two hours 
during the night. Prescribed the following: 

1} Quinia Sulph. grs. xxji. 

Acid Sulph. Asom. grs. 

M. and Ft. Pil. No. xvj. 

S. — Two every three hours. 

June 10, 7 a. in. — Complained of uneasiness and pain in 
the bladder ; examined the urine and found considerable pus 
discharged with it. Injected into the bladder tepid water, 
and after washing out the vis<tas, threw into it tepid water 
acidulated with Acidum Nitrici — afterwards a solution of 
Hyoscyamns. For internal administration prescribed emul- 
sion of Terpentine, Quinine and Iron, nourishing diet and 
brandy. 

June 23. — Patient feeble; prognosis more unfavorable — 
growing weaker, despite the supporting treatment. The 
condition of the bladder, however, very much improved. — 
Suffers pain in the right lumbar region and centre of the 
sternim, without any perceptible cause. Persistent insomnia 
and retention of the urine are the constant difficulties 
through the whole progress of the case, with unabating lo- 
quacity. Great emaciation had resulted from the protracted 
suffering. Prescribed the following : 

# Ext. Ilyoseyami grs. xx. 

Ext. Strammonii grs. jii. 

Morph© Sulph. grs. ii. 

M. and Ft. Pil. No. vj. 

S. — One every three hours. 
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Under this preparation she rested more quietly, but slept 
very little. From the soothing influence of these neurotics 
her strength somewhat increased. For a few days after the 
use of the above combination all medicine was suspended ; 
then the same repeated. In the mean time the left breast 
had suppurated and discharged a large amount of pus. The 
issue continued for about six weeks. 

July 1. — Discharge from the breast very much lessened ; 
voids urine. Under the use of Aromatic Sul ph. Acid and 
Quinine the appetite has very much inproved, and the gen- 
eral strength greatly increased ; sleeps comparatively well. 

The twite died when three freeks old from tabes inesen* 
terica. 

The principal points. of interest to me in this case are: 

1st. The cessation of uterine contractions during partial 
anaesthesia from Chloroform. 

2d. The failure to reestablish uterine action by the use of 
Ergot. 

3d. Was the failure dependent on the distention of the 
organ, from the anaesthesia, or from opiates given during 

the labor l 

4th.* The protracted insomnia aud incessant volubility, 
which resisted every means resorted to to overcome it. 
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Stricture of the (Esophagus. Read before the Giles County 

Medical Association, April 1st, 1867. By Db. J. A. 

Bowers, and requested for publication by the Society. 

On the 27th of December, 1865, I was requested to see 
Miss L. M., aged 20 years. I found her in bed, extremely 
emaciated — pulse quick and feeble — bowels constipated, and 
mentally much depressed. 

According to her own statement and that of her family, 
she enjoyed perfect health until the 15th of April previous, 
at which time she swallowed through mistake, one or two 
fluid ounces of strong lye. Hie fluid was immediately 
ejected, followed by severe pain and inflammation of the 
fauces, oesophagus and stomach, which raged for several 
days, notwithstanding the active antiphlogistics resorted 
to by her attending physician. From the date of the 
injury to the time I first saw her, which was a little more 
than seven months, she was nnable to swallow solid food of 
any kind, and so great was the difficulty in deglutition, she 
was compelled to take an ordinary glassful of water in sev- 
eral distinct portions. Her diet consisted of milk and thin 
soup, requiring about three hours at each regular meal to 
pass a sufficient quantity to sustain life. 

As I was not prepared on my first visit to make a thorough 
examination of the oesophagus, and feeling convinced that I 
had organic stricture to contend with, I prescribed Calomel 
grs. iii, to be taken every three hours until slight ptyalism 
was produced. As a nourishment, I recommended enemata 
of milk and beef tea. 

I called again on the 28th and found my patient in the 
same condition as on the day previous. Being now armed 
with gum catheters of various sizes, I determined to explore 
the oesophagus and learn the true nature of the case. Placing 
my patient in a chair, with her head resting on my breast 
so as to bring the mouth on a line with the fauces, 1 at- 
tempted to pass gum catheter Ho 10, but it met with firm 
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resistance at a point about eight inches from the incisor 
teeth, and wonld go no further — at least with such force as 
I thought it prudent to employ. I then introduced and 
passed Isos. 6 and 8, the latter, however, not without 
some force. 

Three days later, I passed Nos. 10 and 12 with very slight 
force — the patient by this time being, to some extent, under 
the influence of mercury. 1 continued to pass bougie No. 
12 every third day, gradually enlarging the instrument with 
wax, until the stricture was entirely overcome^ which was 
accomplished within six weeks of the flnt operation. 

As I could not yet discover any improvement in the case 
so far as deglutition was ooncerned, I concluded there must 
be one or more strictures beyond the reach of the gum 
bougie. 1 accordingly procured the red mulberry root of 
; proper size, and length sufficient to reach the stomach ; and 
being rendered perfectly smooth by a coat of wax, I at- 
tempted to pass it to the stomach, but it was arrested at a 
point about three inches from the cardiac orifice. Avoiding, 
as 1 did in the first stricture, undue force on the instrument, 

I pressed on it sufficiently to ascertain the extent and resist- 
ence of the stricture, and size of the orifice, which was 
plainly impressed upon the instrument, thus enabling me to 
determine the size of instrument necessary to be employed 
with benefit. 

On the following day 1 employed mulberry bougie size of 
No. 12 gum bougie, though not without force and some pain 
to the patient, the stricture being firm and cartilaginous. 

1 continued my operations every four days for two weeks 
— then every third day, and finally every day, gradually in- 
creasing the size of the bougie with wax until every vestige 
of the stricture was obliterated, and the patient enabled to 
swallow any kind of diet with ease. 

' Mercury was freely used in this case, and ptyaliam per- 
sisted in during the first eight weeks of treatment. Five 
months from tnB date of my first visit she was discharged 
cured. 

My experience in this case has led me to the opinion that 
many organic strictures of the (esophagus, which at first ap» 
pear incurable, will be found to yield to earefnl and pro- 
tracted dilatation by the bougie — without the use of caustic 
as recommended by authors on the subject. The use of the 
bougie is in no way dangerous, if due care be taken — and 1 
2 
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found the patient's objections to the instrument of short 
duration. ; m 

During the treatment, I found dilatation to occur very 
gradually; and frequently there appeared to be a re-contrac- 
tion, which rendered it necessary to return to a smaller 
size of instrument f - •- f 

At tile date of the injury my patient weighed 180 pounds 
— seven months subsequent, at which time I first saw her, 
she weighed 105 pounds— she now weighs 182 pounds, and 
is apparently In the enjoyment of perfect health, — JVmkvills 
Journal of Medicine <& Surgery. 
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Papers on Skin Diseases. By Tilbury Fox, M. D., M. R. 

C. B., Physician to St John’s Hospital for Skin Diseases. 

Ox Itch. — Scabies has undoubtedly been very prevalent 
amongst ns during the last few years ; and this has been re- 
garded as a’ consequence in part of the Crimean war, and in 
part of the constant non-recognition of the disease and an 
increase of the overcrowded state of the population. Die 
Americans are experiencing a similar state of things — as a 
result* they suppose of the fate war. Many cases that I see 
have evidently obtained the disease from ships on their voy- 
age from distant parts of this country. I venture to sketch 
Scabierfrodrt a 'diagnostic point of view, as the determination 
of what is and what is not Itch is often difficult. 

The effect of the burrowing of the acarus, which is the 
essential cause of Scabies, is to set up more or less local irri- 
tation^ according to the state of the patient’s nutrition. On 
a healthy and clean skin no great amonnt of mischief fol- 
lows ; the acari, however, delight in dirt, and run riot, as it 
were, on unwholesome surfaces. In the first degree there 
may bfc shnply those conditions which only necessarily ac- 
company and constitute the mere burrowing of the acarus. 
The patient complains of itching having all the characters of 
that of Scabies ; but a diagnosis of pruritus is erroneously 
mide. The little furrows, are unaccompanied by redness, 
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and bo delicate that they are overlooked. These cases are rare. 
The only way in which the papules can be fairly seen is by 
a side glance with the eye on the level of the skin ; they are 
fine, delicate, slightly elevated, transparent, and contain 
acari. The snspicious symptom is the itching at night. 

Under ordinary circumstances the acarus*sets up effusive 
inflammation, which may reach the stage of papulation or 
vesiculation or pustulation, the furrow running away, as it 
were, from the vesicles, which are peculiar, in so far as they 
are isolated and acuminated. 

So, then, there are degrees of Scabies : There is the mere 
burrowing (the essence of the disease), and certain secondary 
changes which entirely depend upon the state of the pa- 
tient^ health. Scabies in a filthy pilgrim is verv different 
from th^ in a clean European ; and the Scabies of the upper 
classes is different from that observed in the ill-fed and badly 
hygiened of our own people, as represented by the degrees 
we have spoken of. Tnis fact wants more recognition. It 
is clear, then, that the amount of eruption depends less upon 
the number of acari than the state of health, though 
in sensitive skins a few acari may set up a good deal of 
erythema and urtication. 

In chrcmic Scabies we notice, clinically, two important 
facts : 

^ 1. That the seat of the eruption may shift itself — at one 
time the hands, perhaps, may be comparatively well, and 
then a fresh outcrop of vesicles and papules occur. 

2. The eruption may vary in intensity : it may diminish 
in severity, and again become exaggerated according to the 
' hygienic conditions surrounding the patient or the state of 
his health. In the chronic cases we shall find the remains of 
the furrows occasionally as rugged lines formed by the shriv- 
elled and broken walls of the furrows. This is very diag- 
nostic of Scabies (chronic). 

The acari prefer certain localities to be mentioned directly. 
There are also ipots to which they are frequently specially con- 
veyed, by thechild’frhand, for instance, to the mamma, by the 
hand to the penis, the nurse’s arms to the buttocks of the child. 
On the face it seldom occurs in consequence of the influence 
of the external cold, but in children there are exceptions. 
In children it is often absent from the hands ; beginning 
about the buttocks, it is seen about the feet especially , ana 
often over the stomach and the well-covered and therefore 
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wjm back; when on the face it is occasionally accompanied 
by sympathetic eczema about the scalp. It is said by some 
that the acari are only found about the hands, and that the 
eruptions about the body is entirely sympathetic. Hebra 
thinks much of the eruption is caused by scratching. No 
doubt much of the eruption is sympathetic ; and although 
acari are to be found in largest proportion about the hands, 
yet they are often entirely absent there in the child, and can 
be detected over other parts of the body. 

The following are the diagnostic points of Scabies, but the 
only really conclusive prooi of its existence is the discovery 
of the furrow and its acarns. 

1. Absence of febrile disturbance. 

2. Absence of rash from the face and head (this is the 
rule); its absence from the posterior surface of tlieHtrm or 
body. 

3. The seat of the eruption : where the cuticle is thin — as 
for instance, the interdigital spaces, the anterior surface of 
the forearm, front of the body below the nipple-level, about 
the mamma of women, along the front of the penis in men ; 
in the seats of pressure — as for instance, about the groin 
when trusses are worn, over the ischia, and about the inner 
line of the wrist, forming a simicircle; in children — the but- 
tocks, the feet, especially the inner line of the sole of the 
foot, and the palmer surface of the hands. 

4. The isolation of the vesicles, and their pointed shape. 

6. The multiformity of the eruption — namely, the inter- 
mingling of papules, vesicles, pustules, scabs, and even small 
ulcers. 

6. The itching at night, and the peculiar linear scratches 
made with the nails and fringed with dried blf>od. 

7. The cunicnlus or furrow — in pustular Scabies few. 

8. The evidence of contagion, or the existence of the same 
sort of disease in one house or family. 

It is in children that the greatest mistakes are made, sim- 
ply from the want of knowing that Scabies does not prefer 
their hands and arms, but their feet and their buttocks. 

With what diseases may Scabies be confounded? 

Lichen . — But in Lichen the eruption is uniform . There 
are no vesicles or pustules. Lichen occurs on the outer as- 
pect of the forearm. The skin generally is dry, thickened 
arid discolored. And though the back of the hands are 
sometimes attacked, the interdigital spaces do not suffer. — 
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The itching is different There are no cnnijcnU J no aoUii of 
conrse. It does not occur about the seats of pressure spe- 
cially. There are no rhagades produced by scratching ; and 
the rash is seen frequently about the face, and often oyer the 
back. 

Prurigo. — In very many cases of Scabies the papules be- 
come prurigiuous, but not to such a marked, degree as in 
prurigo ; and this is only in Scabies a feature superadded. 
The prurigo of Scabies is seated about the belly and thetSn- 
terior surface of the forearm ; whilst in true prurigo the 
papules are scattered over the outer aspect or thejimbs, 
over the back, above the level of the nipple line, around the 
neck, in greatest profusion ; and about the legs. Moreover, 
there are no vesicles, though in old standing cases ecthyina- 
tous pustules may be developed. But here the origin from 
Prurigo, and not Scabies, is traceable. Then the skin in 
Prurigo is unhealthy, the areas of skin enclosed by the na- 
tural furrows are exagerated, and a condition of “ urtioation” 
results — often times well seen on the back. Pedicnli are 
often present; and the sensation is not itching so much. as 
formication and burning. 

Strophulus {or Lichen) Pmriginous. — This is simply Lich- 
en, occurring in ill-fed and strumous children, and in conse- 
quence the papules are covered at their apices with little 
points of coagulated blood. This disease lacks altogether 
the features of Scabies as regards the acarus and its furrow, 
and the multiform aspect of the secondary eruption ; and it 
is made worse by the use of sulphur ointment 

Eczema . — This differs entirely from Scabies, iu that it is 
essentially an oozing disease, in which the vesicles are ag- 
glomerated (uid not isolated and acuminated), forming a patch 
of greater or less extent; the absence of furrows, , of 
the peculiar itching, of a multiformity in the eruption. 

Sulphvfh Pash . — One of the commonest errors is to mis- 
take the artificial rash set up by the use of that villanous 
compound — the compound sulphur ointment of the old Phar- 
macopeia— for a continuance and increase of the disease ; 
this has been referred to in a former paper. 

Impetigo Contagiosa , which I propose to describe afe an- 
other time especially, mostly begins about the f*qe subhead, 
and is transported hither and thither by the fingers in 
scratching. It looks like ecthymatous Scabies, but it is not 
commqnly interdigital; the eruption L is uniform,) commencing 
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as isolated vesicles that quickly enlarge into bullae, with a 
depressed centre surrounded by a raised collar of blebbed 
epidermis, the whole being replaced by a light-vellow, flat 
scab, that looks as if “ stu<& on ” to the part. Inhere are no 
papules, no furrows, no scratches; it is not interdigital, but 
attacks the outer aspect of the limbs equally with the inner, 
the buttock, however, in children and frequently tjie knees and 
the feet ; the ends of the fingers rather than the palm and 
interdigits, and this condition is almost always accompanied 
by eruption on the head and face. Except ju6t at the outset, ' 
there is no special itching at night or day either. It is con- 
tagions and often epidemic. 

Complicated Scabies . — Almost any other eruption may 
commingle with that of Itch. TJfis is very important to 
bear forcibly in mind ; the more we recognize the fact the 
more likely are we to prevent ourselves being puzzled. We 
must manage to recognize the co-assemblage of symptoms. 
Secondary Syphilodermata and Scabies are frequently co- 
existent. Eczema is very often associated as a sequence, and 
ought not to offer any difficulty. Scabies in children and 
congenital syphilis are not unusual. Lichen is sometimes 
set up and kept a-going by a few acari. Most cases of lichen 
urticatus are dependent upon Scabies. Again, purpura and 
impetigo contagiosa may be associated with Scabies, the latter 
frequently. In all these cases we generally have (1) a history 
of Scabies at the outset ; (2) multiformity of eruption, and 
of course intermingling of the characters of the two coex- 
istent diseases ; (3) the appearance of contagion given to 
what we hold to be non-contagious disease. For example, a 
child may seem to catch Lichen from another who perhaps 
we know has Scabies; the truth being that a^ew acari have 
been transplanted, and produced Licnen to such an extent 
as to have masked the primary mischief, which is only slightly 
expressed. It is a most excellent rule — one that I adopt mj- 
eelf — to search for Scabies in all cases in which eruptive dis- 
ease is extensive, and accompanied by much itching at night, 
especially if it possesses multiformity as one of its features. 

Treatment . — Scabies never gets well spontaneously. We 
must treat, 1st, the Scabies itself, killing the acari and their 
ova ; 2nd, the secondary effects ; and 3d, the complications. 

In all cases, to all papules and vesicles, the following should 
be applied : Sulphur, half a drachm ; Ammoniated Chlo- 
ride or Mercury, tour grains ; Creasote, four drops ; Oil of 
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Camomile, ten drops ; and an ounce of lard. This is rubbed 
in night and morning ; the same shirt kept on till the fourth 
day, when it is changed, and a warm bath given; the oint- 
ment to be freely rubbed into the wrists and interdigits spe- 
cially. In Complicated Scabies, wd should treat the Sdabies 
always scrupulously seeking out every suspicious papule, 
and engraft upon this the plan best suited to the complica- 
ting eruption, whatever it may be. We should always re- 
member that in complicated Scabies a small amount Of 
scabies may exist with a good deal of eruption. When the 
Scabies itself is well, in severe cases a certain period must 
necessarily elapse before thq secondary eruptions can be 
cured. The process of repair takes time. So we must, not 
pereist in the sulphur treatment till all eruption has subsided, 
in cases of severity. Wd judge of the cure of Scabies by 
the itching and by the presence of the Vehicles and papules. 
If we push our sulphur treatment too far, we may produce 
the state already described as so often mistaken for a contin- 
uance and increase of the disease ; for this reason the ointment 
containing the hellebore should not be used * — London 
Lancet. 
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EDITORIAL* AND MISCELLANEOUS- 


CAUSATION OF FEVER. 

Malarial Fever, its eanse and nature, are themes upon 
which much time and labor have been expended ; and now, 
discussions are rife as at any time heretofore. 

We wonld not be understood as entertaining the idea that 
no advancement has been made — no facts established — but 
that other mooted questions are yet to be settled. 

Below, we give extracts of a discussion between the phy- 
sicians of Macon, Ga, on this subject, as connected with 
forest growth. The question arose from the proposition to 
clear up and bring into cultivation some low lands — a public 
reserve — lying contiguous to the city, and to which is attrib- 
uted the immense amount of malarial fever found amongst 
the citizens in a portion of the town. 

We first make extracts from an argument by Dr. D. W. 
Hammond, before the Medical Society of Macon; and then 
draw upon an article from the pen of Dr. J. Emmett Black- 

shear, on the opposite side of the question : 

******* 

“ I will here frankly admit, that the first medical men of 
the age, and our most learned authors from time immemo- 
rial, have always maintained that it was absolutely necessary 
to preserve the forest growth intact, in order to secure the 
citizens from malaria or ague poison. Ah t this is very 
strange, m all places thus environed and "protected in Eu- 
rope and America, in fact all over the habitable globe, chUlt 
and fevers prevail from year la year. How is this f These 
tall and majestic oaks stretch out their strong arms in every 
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direction to protect ns. The jungle Constructs a thick 1 net- 
work near the surface of the earth for the same purpose, vet 
Malaria creeps through the interstices, and our defenceless 
women and children, yea, our strong men also, shake from 
head to foot with chills, in the immediate vicinity of these 
barriers, placed there by our forefathers for our protection. 
It does appear to me that this supposed barrier — this forest 
growth — causes rather than prevents chills and fevers. I 
therefore join issue with the learned sages, who hold a di- 
fferent opinion. I say they are all wrong. We always should 
judge a tree by its fruit. When we place a sentinel to guard 
us against marauders and enemies, if he fall asleep at his 
post, or is not vigilant, and thereby the enemy be admitted, 
what ought to be done ? Why he should be removed of 
course. And this brings us directly to the subject under 
discussion. J 

The inhabitants in the South-eastern part of the citjr have 
chills and fever every year; and often winter and summer, 
riotwithstanding the forest growth and jungle which have 
bfeen preserved by our wiseacres to shield them. But they 
have not been efficient — have not been vigilant. They have 
slept Upon their posts. Chills have crept into the city by 
them. Our peaceful citizens have been disturbed and dis- 
tressed year by year. They are no protection, but a nuis- 
ance, and ought to be entirely eradicated. 

u Mr Chairman, this is an age of progress, and every man 
has a right to think for himself. We should never dd wrong 
because our ancestors did wrong. We must analyze and in- 
vestigate for ourselves ; must have opinions of our own, and 
dare to express and vindicate them. The old books with 
their foolish dogmas to the contrary notwithstanding. Why 
SiF/W’e wete taught by the old books to bleed a patient with 
Pneumonia aind Billions Fever three times a day in some in- 
stances. They were suffered to swallow Calomel ad libitum. 
The physician that would pursue such a practice now, would 
be considered a humbug or a mad-man. When we wdre 
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called to a man with fever, if he waa vomiting bile we gen- 
erally gave him a dose of Tart. Emet. to eject it faster — that 
is, to assist nature — the vis medicatrix natures. If he were 
purging off billions matter, we gave him 20 grains Calomel, 
and about 40 grains Jalap, in a half teaenpful of mol a sse s, 
to be repeated pro re nata. This was given to clean out the 
prims vis, and to thoroughly emulge the hspatic appa- 
ratus. If the patient happened to die, we had the consola- 
tion of knowing that we treated the case heroically and en- 
ergetically, in technical language — methodically and secun- 
dem artem. I have long since quit this foolishness. I have 
been rebellious for many years past. 

“ Hfy father always planted his potatoes in hills. I have 
long since ascertained from observation and experience that 
they will do just as well, if not better, in ridges. I am sorry 
I have so little veneration for ancient opinions and notions. 

“ I have asserted that this forest growth and jungle instead 
of protecting ns from fever, is really and ipso f ado the 
cause of the evil ; and will now proceed to the best of my 
feeble ability to prove it. I maintain that wherever fevers 
prevail, three things, or elements, must coexist, viz : 1st, 
Heat; 2d, Moisture, or water ; and 3d, Vegetable matters. 

“ These elements must exist in combination, and under par- 
ticular circumstances, to generate malaria or fevers. Neither 
one of them, nor two combined, will eliminate malaria. 
Pure water when acted on by heat is harmless. Dry veget- 
able matters, exposed to the sun’s rays, evolve no mephitic 
gas. Green vegetable matter, exposed to the son, is also 
harmless. And green vegetable matter exposed to the sun, 
if immersed in water, is innoxious, provided the water is 
cold, or in a high latitude. But these three elements, under 
favorable circumstances, create a pestilential gas, or some- 
thing (call it what you please) which will produce febrile 
diseases. 

“ The more clearly we investigate the subject, the more 
extensively we make our observation, the more certainly we 
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shall find this doctrine rests on the strong foundation of 
truth. The great difficulty in this matter arises from our 
Toeing right Of the etiology of malarial fevers, and by not 
studying the medical topography of the locations of autum- 
nal as well as equatorial epidemics, and the variations of the 
weather, and the temperature, preceding and during their 
presence, as well as the nature of the country surrounding 
or Adjacent to these annual fevers. 

“ Wherever fever prevails to any extent, it is during the 
summer and autumnal months, and is more extensive during, 
or shortly after the rainy season ; and in those places sur- 
rounded by extensive marshes, and covered by forest growth 
and jungle, and aquatic plants. Dr. Johnson says in Benin, 
new and old Calabar, fevers prevail throughout the year, 
and these places are surrounded by dense woodlands and 
marshes. All other cities similarly situated in Africa, 
Europe, and In America, have been the graves of unnum- 
bered thousands of the human race. The city of Rome has 
been scourged with intermittent and remittent fevers for 
hundreds of years. And every medical man of any intelli- 
gence knows that it is surrounded by the Campania De 
Roma, which is thickly set with forest growth and impene- 
trable jungle. Dr. Johnson, who has written the ablest 
work ever published on tropical climates, and the diseases 
incident thereto, observes ‘ that in so luxurlent a climate as 
Bengal, and so fertile allnvion as the Delta of the Ganges, 
we may well suppose that every spot — almost every particle 
of 'matter— teems with animal and vegetable life.” 

“The author goes on to show, that it is during this disso- 
lution of animal and vegetable matter preparatory to new 
combinations and successive reproduction, that a certain in- 
explicable something is extricated Which operates with such 
powerful and baleful influence on the functions of the hu- 
man system. This exhalation — this malaria — is capable of 
conoefltrfttfoH, or rather accumulation ; fdr when it is de- 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



400 Editorial pnd Mitcqllanepve. 

tained amid woods and jangles, (the forest, growth) in sad 
localities, especially . during the rainy , and hot seasons, , and 
no regular breezes dissipate it, and when' the beams of the 
son are obscured except at intervals by densQ clouda and 
shade, it , the ague poison becomes exceedingly powerful and 
destructive to life. When the runs -subside, and the sun 
pours his heating rays upon these accumulated exhala- 
tions that have been caught and: detained in the leaves of 
the trees, apd the winds rise, this poison is waded and dif- 
fused over towns and cijties, capsing disease and death. One 
other quotation from Dr. Johnson’s book, in reference to the 
Batavian epidemic which occurred in ,the year 1800. ‘ There 
are two small islands near this place, viz, Qnrust and Edom; 
Onrust is about three miles from the niainland of Java; 
Edom is situated nine miles from the shore, out at spa.’ A 
circumstance that the Doctor thonght must insure its salu- 
brity. 1 will now glance at the medical topography of these 
two islands. Onrnet is .a small iaiand near the main land, 
(mark what he says) ‘ well cleared of trees, underwood snd 
jungle. A part of this island i4 daily covered twice by the 
tides.’ The English squadron, were plaqed here when rick, 
as there was comparitively but. few cases of intermittent 
fever, and those -cases of a mild type (mark this). 

“The island of Edom, on the. other band,' nine miles from 
the Batavian exhalations; is covered with trees, long grass 
and jungle.’ The surgeon of the squadron, ip consequence 
of the soldiers being subject to chibs occasion ally apd too of 
a mild type at. Qnrust, removed them tp Edom, supposing it 
would be more healthy, being covered thickly with trees snd 
timber. Tha Doctor goee on to remark : ‘ The less of seamen 
I have not been able to ascertain,’ hut he says, . almost- tbs 
whole of the side that. were removed from Onrust, tbedeared 
island, to Edom, the wooded island, perished, in consequence 
of the poisonous malarial-in a concentrated form, which 
was contained and issued .from the trees byi which tbeywere 
surrounded.’ I con)d;ga on and, shoW/ff any ptbfff fruitsww 
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where the crew Iraffered frohi 1 fivers undferlikeeircumstaneCs. 
AW to' at every ©therconntry where ebffla and fevers pre- 
vail, yon Will ffad'thkt they Are surrounded by, or in neir 
proximity to the cause of the evil — forest growth and jungle 
— mtf that 'these epidemics prevkil during the hot mofaths 
and SfteV the rainy seasons. 

Having premised' the foregoing remarks as a foundation, 
I shrill proceed 'to apply them to the subject under consider- 
atiori;’ - ' me to ad vert to the two islands just spoken 

of, Onrast and Edom. Why was Onrust more salubrious 
than' Edom f and too when situated more unfavorably for 
health, ’ bring only three miles from the Batavian or coast 
exhalations. Situ ply because it has 1 been denuded of its 
vegetation. The forest growth had been felled and removed 
from titae to time by seamen for wood. 

“When thh winds from Batavia freighted with pestilential 
effluvia swept over it, there Were no trees heavily set with 
foliage to natch and accumulate this poison. It was dissipa- 
ted in the air and absorbed by water. And in Consequence 
of the island being cleared and to some extent cultivated, 
thefre wasbut little cause of disease. 

“No vegetable matter to be decomposed by the heat of 
the sun. This island it will he remembered was covered 
to a great extent twice a day by the tides. Plenty of moist- 
ure and A burning sun, but nd vegetable matter to be decom- 
posed. And forsooth Onrust was delivered from the plague. 
Does not this apply to the South-eastern part of the city of 
Macon, and the forest growth in the reserve. Let ns pro- 
ceed a little farther. How was it with Edom ? This island 
was father out at sea,'' removed farther from the pestiferous 
shores of Batavia. Not so much irrigated by tide water as 
the former. ■ But her dense forest growth caught every 

breath of taalaria from (he coast. 

* * * « « « * * 

“Dr. J. Iff. Johnson, oho’ of (be editors of the Atlanta 
Medical and Surgica^Joornilj has written a very able article 
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on the subject in the March, number of that Journal. 13m 
following remarks are, in the main, quotations from that 
valuable communication. He says in every country where 
the arts and sciences have been developed and cultivated, 
discretions of criptogamic plants abound showing their dif- 
fusion to be paripassu with the universe. Their poisonous 
properties and. their peculiar seasons of growth — the min- 
uteness of their sprout, their love of darkness and tainted 
soils, and heavy atmospheres, are, according to Dr. Mitchell, 
proverbial. 

“ Dr. MitcheU says, ‘ The mushroom (fungi) is generally 
distant from the plants and animals — mere fortuitous devel- 
opments of vegeto-animal matter. Of all vegetables they 
are the most highly animatiaed. The criptogamic family 
of plants have no organs of generation and propagate their 
species by spores.’ They embrace the litchena, mushrooms, 
and algffi. They vary in sice, from a mere point, requiring 
the aid of the unicroacope to more than 30 pounds weight 
Their increase is magical. From a single spore, on the au- 
thority of Dr. Carpenter, the physiologist, they may grow 
in a night to the size of a large gonrd, and are estimated to 
contain four thousand five hundred millions of cells. The 
spore is the reproductive element (or palmella as it is some- 
times called), and many times smaller than the cells. But 
both are so small as to require a microscope of great power 
to see them. Dr. Saulsbery has given them the name of 
earth miasma, from their minuteness. 

“ The palmella, or poisonous criptogam, is the variety to 
which your attention is more specially directed. It abounds 
in bogs and low, damp, shady placet: its generic name is 
algee — vulgarly known as green moss, and generally seen 
in still , stagnant water (algffi oonfervia), etc. It is so minute 
as to be absorbed by the sirin’— taken into the stomach by 
the saliva — and into the lnngs by respiration. There is one 
fact I will mention in regard to this morbific agent. It is 
innocuous when wet, bat only active daring tbeproesss didst**- 
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cation when dried by the eon. In this state it is exhaled into 
the atmosphere — Dr. Saulsberry says it rises from 85 to 100 ft. 
It is exhaled at night and settles to the ground daring the day. 
Hence the insalubrity of night air has been proverbial in all 
latitudes. It grows at night only ; it may be seen in aban- 
donee in the morning, bat it all passesa away before evening 
— it cannot stand sunlight. It is of various colors; red, 
white, green and lead-color. The white which we often see 
on wood, grass and leather, is said to be of the palmeUa 
type. I mast let this notice of the criptogramic theory 
snffioe, and will now endeavor to show that this theory sus- 
tains my position, beyond the shadow of a doubt These 
eriptogamg are only seen in low, damp, shady plaees — only 
rise a certain distance above the surface. That above the 
summit plain of the cool night exhalations these bodies do 
not rise, and mtermittmU do not extend. That the day air of 
malarial districts are quite free from these paUnalloid tporet, 
and the causes that produce intermitten ts. Wherever the 
patoella grows to any extent, you will find intermittent 
fever. Beyond the palmeUa line it is rarely seen. 

“ North of Lancaster, near a rich prairie and near an old 
canal, the peoplo are universally subject to chills, and the 
palmeUa grows there luxuriantly every year. In short, in 
all plaees where the criptogams flourish, the inhabitants are 
subject to ohills and fever.” 

The following extracts are from an article by Dr. J. Em- 
mett Blackshear, of Macon, 6a., on the subject under dis- 
cussion among the physicians of that city : 

******* 

“ But it is generally conceded that the great amount of 
sickness that annually prevails in the Southern and South- 
western portions of the city, daring the months of summer 
and autumn, is caused by malaria generated in the low lands 
of the Oity Reserve. How is this evil to be remedied ? I 
answer, not by destroying the beautiful trees planted there, 
for wise and benificent purposes, by the hand of the Crea- 
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tor. la the name of humanity I charge you not “ to out 
down the forest growth entirely,” &c., as my worthy friend 
advises ; for if yon do, the city of Macon will be scourged 
with a. pestilence rivaling in horror that which desolated in 
former times,’ the prpnd metropolis of our mother country. 

“ OnrUBt, the island devoid of vegetation, of which he 
speaks ia connection with Edom which was. ‘covered with 
trees, long grass and j angle,’ is by no means a parallel case. 
I admit tbat if the City Reserve was cleared up and. placed 
in cultivation, the inhabitants of that portion of thp city 
above mentioned, ‘would eventually become lesa subject to 
fevers^ but woe bo unto them during the transition , , ae pro- 
posed, from fpreet to field, and for some time thereafter. 
When the scorching rays of the summer sun falls upon the 
unprotected vegetable matter that has been dong accumula- 
ting upon the moist earth, it will then be seen wketheTior 
not these forest trees have been ‘unfaithful sentinels.’ A ye, 
it -will: be found when too late, that the proper eourse wdald 
lidve been not to execute these sentinels as traitors, but to 
remove every obstacle to the execution of their duty. Yes, 
remove the jungle, and drain the lands. This much I would 
earnestly advise. If the evil ie not thus remedied, it tfill 
not be remedied by the destruction of those proud old trees, 
whose outspread branches have for ages sported with the 
swift-winged winds, bidding defiance to the tempest and the 
storm. 'At 'all 'events, try it first ; if it fails,>gono farther; 
for rest assured that by so doing the evil will be augmented. 
If it succeeds, then, in dice time, cnt down if yon will, these 
old inhabitants of the forest, as you would desert in his 1 old 
age, a faithful servant who had served yon long and well, 
simply because he could be of no farther use. 

“ I might cite instances innumerable to prove the correct- 
ness of my position, but I deem it unnecessary, far there 
will be but few, I opine, who will read this- article without 
being reminded of cases here evils, such as I would avert, 
have been produced by the incantionB destruction of forest 
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growth. The Doctor admits “that the first medical men of 
the age, and oar most learned authors from time immemori- 
al, have always maintained that it was absolutely necessary 
to preserve the forest growth intact, in order to secure the 
citizens from malaria or ague poison.” If such is the opinion 
formed from careful observation, by the most learned men 
of the profession in all ages, let ns not hastily abandon it 
for a new one, based as I earnestly believe, upon an errone- 
ous hypothesis. Let the experiment be at least made in 
some locality where there are not so many lives at stake { 
and when tried, my word%r it, it will be found, as it has in 
every instance on record, that the evil would be augmented 
rather than abated.” 

“ The Doctor very correctly 6ays “ that when fevers pre- 
vail, three things or elements must co-exist, viz: 1st, Heat, 
2d, Moisture or Water ; and 3d, Vegetable matter. Neither 
one of them,” he says,* “nor two combined, will eliminate 
malaria.” Then according to his own theory, there can be 
no necessity for destroying the trees. Remove the moisture 
by ditching and drainage, and he tells you that no malaria 
can be generated. 

He admits “that many instances can be cited where the 
forest grow th has been removed, especially if done in the 
summer months, and the neighborhood has become sickly 
afterwards. But you must recollect,” he says, 4 that this 
state of things only lasts for one or two seasons, and better 
endure this for a short time than endure it forever.’ 

“ Now if the desired object can be accomplished without 
subjecting the vicinity to this awful scourge — as I maintain 
it can by simply draining the land — would we be excusable 
for running the risk, simply to. put a few dollars in the city 
treasury ?” 

******* 

We regret that our space will not allow the insertion of 
the entire articles of the gentlemen engaged in this discus- 
sion; but as we have selected that which embodies the main 
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arguments upon the purely scientific question, we hope no 
injustice will be done either party by the extracts. Both 
the gentlemen are our intimate, personal friends, and we la* 
bor only to promote the cause of science. 

From the discussion we have not sufficient data to form 
an opinion as to the correctness of conclusions on the scientific 
question involved. It is not definitely stated whether the 
“ forest growth” is confined to the marshy land, or, to any 
extent, intervenes between the bog and the city. Upon 
this we think rests the whole question of propriety in re- 
moving the growth. 

It is known that malaria — whether in the form of algoid 
spores, it is not our purpose now to discuss — is generated in 
stagnant pools and marshy low-land, when they receive the 
washings from the hills of fertile cultivated fields, or earth 
upturned otherwise, either directly upon them, or through 
an overflowing stream laden with the product of the newly 
disturbed soil. The production is likely to take place 
whether the stagnant pools are shaded with “jungles” and 
“ forest growth,” or open to the direct rays of thejsun; pro- 
vided, that warm dry weather succeeds such overflow or 
washing, so that the stagnant water gradually subsides, leav- 
ing the algtB, if you please, exposed to the air. 

This something, thus generated, whether of cryptogamons 
or other origin, rises and is wafted by the breeze in a hori- 
zontal direction one or more miles, if no obstruction be met 
with. In its onward course, however, should walls or the 
dense foliage of a thickly set forest growth intercept, its 
poisonous effects are not certainly seen beyond. Continued 
rains, or very frequent overflows, prevent the development 
ot this poisonous production, so long as they continue. 
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EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENCE. 

London, Sept. — , 1867. 
Atlanta Medical and Surgical Journal : 

Before leaving Dublin, I had hoped to be able to send you 
some notes, hastily taken while visiting the medical schools 
and hospitals there, but my stay was cut shorter than 1 orig- 
inally intended in order to remain longer in London. Jast 
now in both these places there is a recess in the schools erf 
medicine — the regular course commencing on the 1st of 
October. 

However, at Dublin I had the pleasuse of meeting Dr. 
Smith, Prof, of Materia Medica, in the medical department 
of Trinity College, who was kind enough to fix a day and 
take me aronnd to examine the College buildings, Library, 
Museum and Laboratory. With the latter I was much 
pleased. It is a wry long room, with a counter in the mid- 
dle, running the whole length, upon both sides of which are 
stalls, or little apartments, fitted up with gas, watar and re- 
agents in each, for the use of the class. Upon inquiry, I 
found that in addition to the lectures usually delivered on 
chemistry, each student is compelled to devote a certain part 
of his time — three months of each course — to the study of 
practical chemistry in the laboratory. For instance, the 
Professor gives the student a salt for analysis, and he takes 
it to the little apartment fitted up for him and makes the 
the analysis. Now it will not take much effort to see the 
great advantage to be gained by this course of instruction 
over the one usually pursued. Chemistry is a branoh which 
students are apt to slight and trust to “ cramming ” and 
“grinding” (to use a College phrase common among them), 
just before examination. But when it is taught after this 
manner, they not only know the benefit of the lectures, but 
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are compelled to have some practical knowledge of science 
also. 

A similar provision has been made for the study of prac- 
tical Chemistry in one of the schools here, but as yet it is 
optional with the student to take advantage of it. 

The Museum of Materia Medica, almost entirely collected 
by Prof. Smith, contains specimens of all the drugs and 
preparations in ordinary nee. Hie principal feature deserv- 
ing notice in this collection is their classification and arrange- 
ment for stndy. They are put up in glass jars as usual, and 
so arranged that in one case are all the specimens of animal 
origin ; in the second those of vegetable origin, commencing 
with the seeds, fruits, flower, bark and root ; and in the 
third are those obtained from the mineral kingdom. 

The simplicity and usefulness of such arrangement will 
be appreciated at a glance. Here tl*e students are required 
to stndy and familiarize themselves with the appearance, 
taste, etc., of the different drugs. Here too, as in chemistry, 
it is easy to understand the advantage to be gained. For 
nothing is better understood than the fact that in a practical 
branch, one demonstration — one thorough ocular examin 
tion — is worth a dozen descriptions. 

In visiting the Hospitals in London, one is struck at a 
glance, with the frightful number of patients suffering from 
Phthisis. As Intermittent Fever is the affection of a mala- 
rial district of country in America, so it seems that Phthisis 
\%the disease, at least of that portion of the population here, 
who are compelled, through poverty, to seek an asylum in 
the Hospitals daring their illness. 

One of the symptoms of Typhoid Fever, which Watson 
dwells on in his work, viz;: the numerau e rose colored spots, 
I have met with here. It is true, we see them occasionally 
scattered on the bodies of our patients in America, but here 
they are to be seen in much greater numbers. 

As yet I have met with hut little outside of the usual rou 
of cases at this season of the year of especial interest, for 
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the last few days as the weather has grown colder, there has 
been a perceptible increase in the number of eases of Rheu- 
matism and Pneumonia. 

W. S. ARMSTRONG. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL. 

Catalogue of the United States Army Medical Museum — 
Prepared under the 0 direction of the Surgeon General, 
TJ. S. Army. 

The above quarto volume of 960 pages was sent us from 
the Surgeon General’s office. It is arrganged regularly in 
Snrgical, Medical and Microscopical Sections. 

This work, as the title implies, is merely a systematically 
arranged catalogue of the Army Mediae! Museum, giving 
the character and number of specimens in each section of 
the Medical Museum at Washington. 

The chief features of the book consist in the description, 
and, in some instances, plates of interesting pathological 
and microscopical specimens. It is of no very great prac- 
tical importance to physicians, but will please the curious. 

Circular Mo. 7 . — A Report on Amputations at the Hip- 
joint, in Military Surgery . By Geo. A. Otis, Assistant 
Surgeon and Brevet Lieut. Colonel, U. S. Army. 

This is a Btitistical account of all the cases in Which this 
operation was performed, in the Confederate and United 
States Armies, that have been reported to the War Depart- 
ment at Washington, and will be found interesting to the 
reader. 
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Studies in Pathology and Therapeutics. By Samuel Dick- 
son, M. D., L. L. D., Professor of Practice of Physic, in 
Jefferson Medical College, &c., Ac. 

This little volume of 200 pages, from the Publishing 
House of Wm. Wood A Co., New York, was famished ns 
by the publishers. 

The author, in his remarks on disease — its character and 
tendency — says that which should be read and understood 
by every practitioner of medicine. Without correct views 
on this subject we cannot prescribe rationally, and yet its 
study is lamentably neglected by the busy practitioner. 

The twenty-five pages devoted to therapeutics are of them- 
selves worth the price of the book. Prof. Dickson is not 
swerved from a rational coarse in the treatment of disease, 
by hypothetical innovations on practical and substantial 
troths. 

On the Action of Medicines in the System. By Frederick 
William Headland, M. D., B. A., F. L. 6., Fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians, Ac. 

The above work of 480 pages was forwarded ns by the 
publishers, Lindsay A BlaJriston, Philidelphia. 

While we differ with the author on many points connected 
with the action of remedies, we must accord to him a degree 
of thoroughness of investigation, to which few writers hare 
attained. We have been profited and pleased in its perusal. 
Its popularity may be inferred from its having reached the 
fifth American, from the fourth London edition — revised and 
enlarged. 

Chemistry. By William Thomas Brands, D. C. L., Ac. Ac., 
and Alfred Swains Taylor, M. D., Ac. Ac. — Second 
American Edition ; thouughly revised. Henry C. Lsa, 
publisher — Philadelphia, 1867. 

This work doubtless comes up to the times, and as ad- 
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vancement in the science of chemistry is constantly being 
made, it becomes the interest of the student to consult 
recently revised works. 


A Quack in an "Abject Condition .” 

In London a quack doctor has been in the habit of sending 
indecent pamphlets to respectable people. In one instance, 
however, he got his deserts, as shown by this communication 
in the Pall Matt Gazette : “ Sir — I have been frequently 
annoyed by receiving Dr. Jordan’s productions. Last night, 
during dinner, one arrived. Thinking that it was a trades- 
man’s advertisement, I was on the point of giving it to a 
young lady who was sitting next to me, when the name of 
‘Jordan’ caught my eye. This morning I paid the 
Doctor a visit, at 29 George Street, Hanover Square. 1 re- 
mained with him for a few minutes, and left him apparently 
suffering from “nervous exhaustion.” I recommend other 
men who are annoyed by his abominations to pay him a visit 
after the receipt of the next pamphlet, and leave him in the 
same abject oondition.” 

Liebig’s Artificial Milk is in imitation, as dose as chem* 
istry can make, of the natural food of the human infant. It 
is prepared as follows : Half an ounce of wheat flour is 
boilea to a paste in five ounces of skimmed milk. To this 
is added immediately a mixture of one-half ounce of bruised 
malt, one ounce of water and three grammes of a solution 
of two parts of bi-carbonate of potassa in eleven parts of 
water. The whole is then kept warm by standing within an 
an envelope of tepid water until it is no longer pastry, but 
of a creamy consistence. After fifteen or twenty minutes it 
is put on a fire for a few seconds only, and then strained 
through a hair sieve. It should be allowed to stand long 
enough to deposit some fibrous matter before it is given to 
the child or invalid. — Phil. Med. Reporter. 
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Meat as a Resuscitation Agent. — Dr. J. G. Richardson, in 
the Am. Jour., nrges from his observation and experiments 
the importance of direct Heat as an agent in the restoration 
of still-born infants, in cases of asphyxia from drowning, 
hanging, or the inhalation of noxious gases, especially the 
vapor of Chloroform. He advises not merely wanning the 
surface bnt artificially wanning the blood within the limbs 
of the persons apparently dead, and then propelling by 
frictions toward the heart as rapidly as possibles The heart’s 
pulsations in many instances really take place, feebly, for a 
considerable time ofter being undiscoverable by external ob- 
servation. The beat shoult approximate roasting as nearly 
as may be without positive destruction of the tissues. Mere 
vesication he thinks ought not to be considered more than a 
minor evil in comparison with the cessation of life. — Chicago 
Med. Examiner. 


Extraordinary Fecundity. 

Dr. Becker-Lawrich de Ronneburg communicates to the 
Society of “Gynecologie,” under the title of extraordinary 
fecundity, the history of a woman married twelve years, and 
now pregnant for the nineteenth time. At the outset, she 
was confined at the full term ; then she aborted nine times 
in succession at four months * * * was delivered sub- 
sequently at eight months ; and after that aborted anew 
seven times in succession at the fonrth month. At the pre- 
sent time she is again pregnant, but alleges that she feels the 
precursory symptoms of abortion, such as a sero-sanguinol- 
ent discharge, dec. With her numerous and fatiguing occu- 
pations, it is not probable that she will now go the fell 
term. Nevertheless, in spite of the copious haemorrhage 
which accompanies her miscarriages, and which have often 
endangered her life, she is fat and well nourished . — E Union 
Medicate. 

/ 

The prevalence of cholera among the troops on Governor’s 
Island, New Tork Harbor, during the past summer, and at 
the West, in some localities where it prevailed la6tyear, 
tends to confirm the opinion that the seeds of the disease 
may survive the winter in warm or temperate regions, unless 
disinfecting agents are employed most thoroughly for their 
extinction. 
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M . Nelaton has resigned his chair as Professor of Clinical 
Surgery. The reason assigned is, that, in addition to his 

E reviously immense practice, the recent death of Jopert de 
amballe and Velpeau, has put upon him a large amount of 
work. We have neard M. N&laton’s professional income, 
from private practice, his positions as surgeon to the Em- 
peror and professor agreg6, estimated at $126,000 per an- 
num. It is said that the anatomist, Sapp6y, will succeed 
him in the clinical chair . — Medical Gazette. 

Another prominent physician of Paris is dead, Dr. Bouley. 
He was not known as a writer but had considerable local ce- 
lebrity for his attainments. The mortality among foreign 
scientific men during the year is remarkable. In London, 
Lawrence, Faraday and Bazire ; in Paris, Jobert de Lam- 
balle, Trousseau, Kayer, Velpeau Gibert, Follin, Chartronle 
and now Bouley. — Ibid. 

Copper for Cholera. 

Dr. V. Bur q having opserved in 1852 that about 200 per- 
sons working in and around a copper foundry were not at- 
tacked by cholera, even during the worst stages of the epi- 
demic, made further inquiries, and found that all persons 
handling this metal, whom he met, enjoyed the same immu- 
nity. He therefore concluded to try the use of copper as 
a medicine for those attacked by cholera. He administered 
sulphate of copper internally, and applied metallic copper 
externally. It was asserted by some medical authorities 
that the plan was not successful, but a late communication 
to the French Academy, by Dr. Lisle, of the lunatic asylum 
at Marseilles, contains the statement that he had cured 20 
out of 24 patients by administering sulphate of copper, even 
in smaller doses than those prescribed by Dr. Burq. 

The Italian government has been the first to recognize by 
law the devotion and disinterestedness of the medical pro- 
fession in their attendance upon cases of cholera. By a re- 
cent law the Chambers have provided that an annual pension 
of four hundred francs shall be paid to the widow, and a 
thousand francs to the children of any physician who dies 
from such exposure. The pension of the widow ceases if she 
marries again, and that of the children on attaining majority. 
— Boston Med. and Swrg. Jour. 
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A New York religious newspaper says that the late Dr. 
James Jackson, of Boston, was “ emphatically the poet Wjid 
philosopher of the medical profession!” 

Dr. J. Marion Sims has had conferred upon him by the 
King of Italy the Order of St. Maurice ana Lazarus, and 
by the Queeu of Spain he has been named Commander, of 
the first class, of the Order of Isabel la Catholique, as recog- 
nitions of the value of his late medical work . — Boston Med. 
and Surg. Jour. 


Peculation of France. — At the close of the discussion in 
the French Academy, on the growth of the population, it 
seems conceded that while the population is increasing sensi- 
bly, the rate of population is gradually diminishing. In 
comparing the fact with the growth of population in neigh- 
boring countries, M. Guerin concludes that it involves, a 
serious danger for France, calling for a remedy. — Pacific 
Med. and Surg. Jour. 

/ Caviale's Collection of Calculi. — Not long before his death, 
7 Caviale exhibited to the French Academy, his collection of 
urinary calculi, from 2700 patients operated on by him du- 
ring the 43 years of his professional career. In 1600 of the 
number he had performed his favorite operation of Litho- 
trity. — Pacific lied, and Surg. Jour. 


Croup Treated by Sulphur. — M. Lagauterie ( Half Yeasty 
Abstract) gives in Croup, teaspoonful doses, every hour, of a 
mixture of sulphur and water (a teaspoonful to a glass of 
water} with effects which he describes as wonderful. The 
cure, m seven very severe cases, was accomplished in two 
days, the only symptom remaining being a slight cough. — 
An observation of the effect of sulphur on the oidium of 
^yines, led to its use in croup. — Pacific Med. and Surg. Jour. 

Lactate of Zinc in Epilepsy. — Dr. Hart ( Chicago Med. 
Jour) has tried this remedy in combination with belladonna, 
on 240 patients in the Western Lunatic Asylum of Kentucky, 
all of whom had been affected Vith epilepsv from three to 
six years. An improvement took place in all, and in no case 
did he use it “ without effectually controlling the paroxysm 
in from 24 to 48 hourfc.” His formula was : B Zinci lactatis, 


r. xxx. ; Ext. Belladonnas, gr. viii. M. ft. pil. x. Sig. One 
efore each meal. 
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LINDSAY & BLAKISTON’S 

PHYSICIAN’S VISITING LIST! 


PUBLISHED ANNUALLY. 


NOW READY FOR 1808 . 


This is the Original “ Vrarrma List” the first published in the United 
States. It forms in invaluable Pocket Companion for every Physician, 
compact, easily carried in the pocket, methodical in its arrangement, and 
so usefixl that the Physician, once using it, will never afterwards be with- 
out ft. “ It will cost the Physician a aollar or two ; it will save him as 
many hundreds.” 

CONTENTS. 


1. Table of Signs, or Guide for Register- 
ing Visit*. Engagements, etc. 

3. An Ahnanac for 18S8 

a Marshall Hall's Ready Method In As- 
phyxia. 

4. Poisons and their Antidotes. 

6. Table for Calculating the Period of 
IJtero Gestation. 

A. The Visiting List arranged for SB, 60 or 
100 Patients. 


7. Memoranda pages for every month In 

the year. 

8. Pages for Addresses of Patient*, etc. 

0. Pagee for Bills and Accounts asked for 

and delivered. 

10. Pages for Obstetric Engagements. 

11. Pages for Vaccination Engagements. 
13. Pagee for Recording Obstetric Cases, 

Deaths, and for General Memoranda. 


STZBS A.NTXD PRICE. 


For IB Patients, weekly, bound in doth $0 75 

* “ •* “ leather, with tucks and pocket 1 *5 

B0 “ •• “ doth 1 00 

B0 “ •* “ leather, with tucks and pocket 1 B0 

I0Q u it a u •« ti 3 60 


100 


*4 « m • J Jan’y to June. 1 bound in leather, with 
in t vole. -J j^jy |o Dec'r. J tucks and pocket... 8 00 


Also, in INTERLEAVED EDITION, for the use of Country Physi- 
cians, and others who compound their own Prescriptions, or ftirmsh Med- 
icines to their patients. The additional pages can also be used for Special 
Memoranda, recording important cases, etc., etc. 

For SB patients, weekly, interleaved and bound in doth. ..*. $100 

SB M M ** w M tucks, with pocket.... 1 B0 

«“*•••*•*• doth. rTvTT 1 B0 

50 M M M tucks, with pocket... 3 00 


This Vrarmra Libt has now been published for Seventeen Years, and 
has met with such uniform and hearty approval from the Profession, that 
the demand for ft has steadily increased from year to year — so much so 
that the Publishers have found it necessary to prepare it for circulation 
several months previous to the first of the year. Physicians who are in 
the habit of using it, or intend doing so, should give their orders in ad- 
vance lor it, that qo disappointment or inconvenience may result from 
being without it It can be procured from the principal Booksellers in 
any of the large cities of the United States and Canada, or copies will be 
forwarded by mail, free of postage, by the Publishers, upon receipt by 
them of the retail price as annexed. 

In ordering the work from other Booksellers, order 


Lindsay & Blakiston’s Physician’s Visiting List. 

And in all cases, whether ordering from the Publishers or otherwise, 
specify the size, style, etc., wanted. 


LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Publishers. 

26 South Sixth St., Philadelphia. 

November— 10m 
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ATLANTA MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


The next regular Course of Lectures in this Institution, will commence 
on the first Monday in Ma}' next, and continue until the last of the follow- 
ing August 

The Faculty, in making this Annual Announcement, are gratified in be- 
ing able to state that the College building has undergone thorough repairs, 
and has been re-supplied with appliances for instruction in the various de- 
partments of the College. They congratulate themselves in being able, 
through a munificence timely bestowed, to make the necessary expendi- 
tures, and to place the Institution in a condition to afford the facilities for 
teaching, heretofore offered to the public, preyious to the war. In every 
particular, the building has been restored to its former condition. 

The Amphitheatre, so important to demonstrations in Anatomy, Surgery, 
and Obstetrics, and which was torn up during the war, has been substan- 
tially re-fitted, with a decided improvement in the form of construction. 

In the Chemical Lecture-room, raised seats, affording perfect view of ex- 
periments, and other fixtures connected with the Laboratory, have been re- 
placed ; also, in this department, such apparatus, chemicals, etc., as are 
necessary to facilitate the study of Chemistry, have been supplied. In 
short, the College is furnished in every department with Apparatus, and all 
other appliances required in the Institution, for thorough instruction in the 
various branches connected with the study of Medicine. 


FACULTY. 


A. MEANS, M. D., Professor of Medical and General Chemistry. 

D. C. O’KEEFE, M. D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
W. F. WESTMORELAND, M. D., Professor of Principles and Practic 
of Sureery. 

H. V. M. MILLER, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
and Children. 

EBEN HILLYER, M. D., Professor of Physiology. 

W. 8. ARMSTRONG, Professor of Anatomy. 

J. G. WESTMORELAND, M. D., Professor of Materia MecHca and Ther 

ATkAiitira 

N. D’A^YIGNY, M. D., Curator. 

FEES. 


For the Course of Lectures, |105 

Matriculation, (taken once only) *5 

Dissecting Ticket, (required only once) 10 

Diploma Fee,. . 


Preparatory and Practical Course. 

At the conclusion of the Regular Summer Session, on the first of Sep- 
tember last, a Course of Clinical and Preparatory Instruction, by the 
Faculty, was commenced, and will continue till the opening of the regular 
Lectures in May next. 

Two hours are occupied daily in Practical and Theoretical Lectures and 
examinations. 

The College Dispensary and Hospital for freedmen afford an aband*® 06 
of Clinical material. . 

Fee , 

Board can he had at $4 to $5 per week, with lodging. 

JL G. WESTMORLAND, M. D.,#** 

November— 8m 
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To the Medical Faculty. 


It would be needless to expatiate to the Profession upon the 
excellent uses to which Wine is applied. Its members are well 
aware (to qdote from the valuable writings of Profs. Wood and 
Bache, of Philadelphia,) that Wine is an important medicine, 
productive cf the best effects in certain diseases and states ot* 
the system. In the convalesence from protracted fever, and in 
sinking of the vital powers, it is the best remedy that can be 
employed. u In certain stages of fevers, especially when con- 
joined with bark , <fcc., it is often our main dependence.” 

We can, therefore, conscientiously recommend 


HYGIENIC WINE (Imported.) 


COMPONENT* PARTS. 


Vinqm Xeres. . . 

Colomba 
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proved by the Pharmaceutical School of France. Amone: the 
prominent Physicians of America who have examined and are 
using it, may be mentioned Drs. Parker, Griscom, Barker, 
Delafield, Wood, Camochan, Sayre, Peters, Profs. Draper, 
Doremus, <fcc. ; and it is considered by all who have tried it, 
the most valuable article of its kind at present in use. 
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64 Chatham Street, New York, 

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF 

Surgical and' Orthopcedical Instruments. 

Every apparatas for local anesthesia and for anatomization of Liquids, 
Laryngoscopes, Ophthalmoscopes, Hypodermic Syringes, Splints for Hip- 
joint disease, Skeletons, Trusses, Elastic Stockings, Laraiparia Digitata 
Uterine Tents-Axiila Thermometers, Beigel's Inhaler and Powder, etc., etc. 

The latest improvements, and new inventions, on hand and received 
constantly from our Agents in Europe. Nov — ly 


TO PHYSICIANS. 


By request, Professor HORATIO R. STORER will de- 
liver his second private course of twelve Lectures, upon the 


TliATMUT IF TO SUIICU HUB IF VHD. 


During the first fortnight of December, at his rooms in 
Boston. Fee $50, and Diploma required to be shown. 

Certificates of attendance upon the course just completed, 
have been issued to the following gentlemen : Drs. C. M. 
Carlton, Norwich, Ct. ; Daniel Mann, Pelham, N. H. ; 6. 
E. Bullard, Blackstone, Mass. ; J. A. McDonough, Boston, 
Mass. ; M. C. Talbott, Warren, Pa. ; H. Gerould, Erie, Pa.; 
E. F. Upham, W. Randolph, Vt.; W. L. Wells, Howell, 
Mich.; and W. A. J. Case, Hamilton, C. W. 

Hotel Pelham, Boston, July 1, 1867. 
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BEARS THE PATENT LABELS OF 


1860-’66 OH THE MACHINE ITSELF. 

“ The best yet devised in any Country for the Treatment of Dis- 
ease.”— Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, Professor of Nervous Diseases in the Belle - 
vue Medical College. 

Address DR. JEROME KIDDER, 

478 Broadway, N. Y. 

November— ly 
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Grafton Mineral Paint Company 

Are now manufacturing the Best, Cheapest, and most Dura- 
ble Paint in use ; two coats well put on, mixed with pure 
Linseed Oil, will last 10 or 15 years ; it is of a light brown 
or beautiful chocolate color, and can be changed to green, 
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Metal and Shingle Roofs, (it being Fire and Water proof,) 
Floor Oil Cloths, (one Manufacturer having used 5,000 bbls. 
the past year,) and as a paint for any purpose is unsurpassed 
for body, durability, elasticity, and adhesiveness. Price $6 
per bbl. of 300 lbs., which will supply a farmer for years to 
come. Warranted in all cases as above. Send for a circular 
which gives full particulars. None genuine unless branded 
in a trade mark Grafton Mineral Paint. Addres 

DANIEL BID WELL, 

November — 6m 254 Pearl Street, New York. 
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8. W. BUTLER, M. D., 
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The Reporter is published every Saturday, each number containing at least SO large, octavo, 
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ty 8end for a specimen copy. 

Direct, 115 8. Seventh St, Philadelphia. 


THE HALF YEARLY COMPENDIUM OF MEDICAL SCIENCE.— Being a synopsis of Practical 
Surgery and Medical Literature. 


The Compendium will appear on the 1st of January, 1863, and every half year subsequently 
Each number will contain 800 pages of reading matter, and embrace all that is valuable to the 
Practitioner in the Medical Journals, the transaction of Medical Societies, and Monographs on 
Medical Science which appear both in Europe and America, and will aim to furnish a concise 
and correct summary of the progress of Medicine each half year. Some of the most able talent 
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immediately. 


8. W. BUTLER, M. D., \ 
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MEDICAL TRANSFER AND COMMISSION AGENCY.— Books, Surgical Instruments, Drags, 
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tions made. 

The only Agency in America for * 

TRANSFERS OF PRACTICE AND MEDICAL PARTNERSHIPS. 

Those wishing to sell the whole or a share of their practice, are solicited to send a full de- 
scription of its location, competition, profits, price, etc., and to inclose $10,00. This will entitle 
them to eight advertisements in the Medical and Surgical Reporter, and their badness will be 
conducted by the Agency without any further charge, unless a sale is effected. In that case, 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE I. 

Ia Belladonna an Antidote to Ojriumt By W. C. Bel- 
lamy, Columbus, Georgia. . 

This is a question which has often been asked and an* 
swered both in the negative and the affirmative. It is, I 
believe, almost universally conceded that it ia an antidote ; 
but, being in itself such a deadly poison, its enemies claim 
that the danger in using it counterbalances Whatever good 
effects that may arise from its use as an antidote. The 
writer of this article has happened to have quite an extended 
opportunity of forever setting at rest that point, at least, in 
his own mind. It has been his fortune, whether gOod or bad, 
to have met with perhaps more cases of poisonihg than 
usually fall to the lot of the same amount of practice ; ’and 
of several of the cases, he has made hasty sketches in his 
note book. In proof, therefore, of the decided value of Bel- 
ladonna as an antidote to Opium, instead of any long-la- 
bored argument, he will proceed at once to give the history 
of severed cases as taken from his note book. The first he 
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will mention will be the case of a woman, one of the “ fancy ” 
sort, who, for some real or imaginary yrong, sought to end 
her miserable existence by self-destruction. May 13th, at 

11 o’clock, was called in haste to see Julia P , who, they 

said, had taken laudanum, and was dying. On arrival, 
found she had swallowed two oz. laudanum about half ao 
hour previously. She was perfectly insensible; suffering 
with the most violent convulsions, pupils very much con- 
tracted, raving, rolling, tossing, tearing her head, foaming 
at the mouth, groaning, grunting, screaming, striking at the 
bed and every one who approached her, trying to tear her 
flesh, and throwing herself about with such almost superhu- 
man strength, that it required two stout women and a strong 
man to hold her on the bed. Iler skin, however, felt nat- 
ural, and her pulse almost so, being only a little excited 
above the normal standard. I ordered the attendants to gag 
her, she being too insensible to be managed otherwise, 
and made her swallow, immediately, about twenty 
grains of sulphate of zinc, and one or two of tartar emetic, in 
a little water. "Waiting a few minutes, during which the 
convulsions continued and no emesis, I repeated the sulphate 
of zinc, after which, in a few minutes, she vomited freely. I 
discovered, in the egesta a large quantity of laudanum, from 
the smell, and some whisky. She continued vomiting some- 
time. The convulsions would occasionally subside, bat 
would retarn almost instantly; and, 1 think, she must have 
had at least two hundred convulsions before they ceased en- 
tirely. After she had vomited till she could vomit no more, 
I ordered a teaspoonful of the tincture belladonna every 
half hour, then every hour, watching the effect myself, not 
leaving this to her nurses. After awhile, I had the satisfy 
tion of seeing the pupils begin to dilate, and the spasms to 
abate, both in frequency and violence, and about 4 o'clock 
in the* afternoon, the spasms had almost entirely ceased, sod 
she was disposed to sleep. I ordered then 30 drops of tinc- 
ture belladonna every hour, and frequent draughts of a de- 
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eoction of green coffee, and for her to be kept awake by 
force all night, and left her. I returned next morning, 
found the spasms entirely ceased, the pupils natural, and the 
patient out of danger. I ordered them to stop the bella- 
donna; to give her coffee and a good brandy toddy, and 
allow her to sleep, which she did from thea till the next 
morning, when she awoke and convalesced rapidly, and is 
now well. 

The next case was that of a mother, by mistake, giving 
to her babe, abont nine months old, several teaspoonsfnl 
(she did not know how many) of landannm. It presented 
pretty much the same symptoms as the foregoing patient 
did, and, on arrival, I gave it ipecac and warm salt water, 
and soon produced free emesis. The child was perfectly in- 
sensible, as “ limber as a rag,” to use a common expression, 
and the pupils contracted to a mere point. As soon as free 
emesis was effected, and the child had vomited till it could 
vomit no more, I ordered six drops of tincture belladonna 
in a little syrup of orange peeling every halt hour, till a 
perceptible effect was visible upon the pupil. I gradually 
decreased the dose, and by the next day the child was well. 

The third case was that of the child of a dear friend of mine, 
who, by mistake, had been given about a grain of morphine 
instead of quinine. The mistake was not discovered until 
the strange appearance gave evidence that something was 
wrong, or until the mother thought the child was dying. 
Several physicians, seven in all, I believe, were called in ; 
sod when I saw the child, it was in a perfect state of col- 
lapse. The physician first there worked very faithfully with 
the child, not being willing to trust to an emetic to empty 
the stomach, and, not having a stomach pump, one of the 
physicians inserted a long Q. £. catheter into the stomach 
and extracted the contents by sucking them out with his 
mouth. The child was stripped, placed in a bath and 
rubbed and slapped with cold wet cloths. Milk, decoction 
of coffee, castor oil, spirits turpentine, and various other ar- 
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tides, passed into the stomach through this G. £. catheter, 
and he was kept awake by being jumped, jolted, slapped on 
his naked akin with cold wet cloths, etc. ; bnt there ap- 
peared no ohange in his symptoms during the whole of the 
afternoon. Most of the physicians in attendance were mv 
seniors, and objected to my recommendation of the bella- 
donna. All, however, by 9 o’clock, exeept myself and one 
other, had left. I then begged my friend to let us try the 
effects of the belladonna, as we saw his child mnst die unless 
there was some change. He and the only other physician 
remaining present consented. We, therefore, gave the child 
seven dropB of the tincture, and in a half hour thought we 
saw .some change in the pupil. We repeated the dose, and 
in another half hour saw a decided change ; in another half 
hour, after having given liim this time Bix drops, we saw 
that he was rapidly reviving under its influence ; and, uft*r 
having given him several more doses, diminishing the dose 
one drop each time, we had the satisfaction of feeling that 
he was ont of danger, and by mornings on the following 
day, we considered him sufficiently so to allow him 
to sleep as much as he pleased. 'He enjoyed, after it all, 
a refreshing sleepj and, when he awoke, found himself quite 
well, with the exception of fotigne and the soreness from 
jumping, jolting and slapping to keep him awake. 

It may be remarked here, that the child had had inter- 
mittent fever, and, by mistake, had taken the morphine for 
quinine, and that, after having recovered from the poison- 
ous effects of the morphine, it was cured of the dull sad 
fever. 

I merely give these esses as direct proof of the inestima- 
ble valne of belladonna as an antidote to opium, sad to 
show, at the same> time, what a quantity of it can be borne 
by one poisoned by opium. And this, I hope, will overthrow 
what I consider a false idea, that the “ remedy is worse than 
the disease,” and establish the fact that r in cases of poison- 
ing by opium, we have a safe, quick and reliable antidote in 
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belladonna. I may also remark here, too, that I have 
known it eqnally as effective, given by snbcntaneons injec- 
tions, if, from any cause, it be impracticable to introdace it 
iato the stomach. 


ARTICLE II. 

PROCEEDINGS OF ATLANTA MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Febbuabt 12, 1867. 

On the call for report of cases — 

Dec, Armstrong reported a case of Puerperal Fever in a 
lady who had been living in a malarial region, and, after 
having suffered from intermittent fever, was left in an 
anaemic and feeble situation. In this condition, some two 
months ago, she was confined in childbed. Nothing unu- 
sual occurred during her confinement; but, some three 
weeks since, she exhibited symptoms of mania. For several 
days previously to her deoided mental alienation, various 
household duties were occasionally improperly performed. 
Instead of pouring out a cup of coffee, she would sometimes 
fill the cup with water, without seeming to notice the mis- 
take until informed of it. Weuld occasionally fall, as 
though suddenly paralyzed, when walking about. 

While in this condition, and as well as usual for several 
days when going to bed, she awoke her husband at 4 o’clock 
in the morning, in a fit of wild delirium, which lasted during 
the day. Her bowels being constipated, fifteen grains each 
of ealomel and jalap were ordered in the morning. During 
the afternoon, the bowels were thoroughly evacuated, and 
an opiate was ordered to be taken at night, with directions 
to give bromide potassa if she did not sleep. The following 
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morning, I found her much belter — almost entirely quiet; 
had slept under the influence of the opiate without any 
other anodyne. 

A wet nurse was obtained for the child, and she put upon 
the nse of tincture iron, wine and generons diet. 

Db. Johnson was of the opinion that puerperal mania 
might occur at any period of pregnancy, and at any time 
while nursing. 

Db. Stacy thought the case reported, in all probability, 
was the result of impoverished blood. 

Db. Goodman reported to the Society a case of monstros- 
ity, of which a German woman, under his care, was deliv- 
ered sometime since. The flexor muscles of one arm were 
permanently contracted; two fingers on each hand were 
webbed, and the anus occluded, the faeces passing through 
the vagina. A fluctuating tumor of considerable size ex- 
isted on the head. The urethra was normal. It had very 
little inclination to nurse, and died at twelve days old, 
seemingly from inanition. 

Db. W. F. Westmobeland, on being asked hie opinion as 
to the propriety of a surgical operation in this case, stated 
that, inasmuch as the bowels were freely evacuated through 
the vagina, there could be no absolute necessity for an im- 
mediate operation, and would net have advised it at that 
time. 

Db. O’Keefe had been impressed with the idea that more 
deformities were found in children of foreigners than native 
American women, and desired the opinion of members of 
the Society on this subject. 

Db. W. F. Westmobeland had frequently found foreigner! 
the subjects of this misfortune, but thought, when compared 
with the same class of natives, it would not be found to oc- 
cur more frequently amongst Germans, or those of any 
other nation coming to America. 

Db. W. F. Westmubkland reported a case in which sort 
ous symptoms resulted from slight injury to the bell of the 
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middle finger of the left head, by a braes pin. On the 80th 
of December last, the finger was slightly prieked near the 
end by a brass shawl-pin. No inconvenience attended it for 
two days, when a small collection of pns was fonnd in the 
wonnd, and was evacuated two dayB in succession by lightly 
pane taring the onticle. About the fifth day from receipt of 
the injury, darting pain in the wonnd, elbow, axilla, and in 
the region of the left paroted gland, was of freqnent occur- 
rence diring the afternoon, with some general fever. The 
finger was swollen, tender and hot. These symptoms con- 
tinued, and being thought indicative of approaching teta- 
nus, at 9 o’clock in the evening, free incisions — transverse 
and longitudinal — were made in the finger, relieving 
promptly the nervous pain referred to. The inflammation 
continued, however, with fever of an intermittent charac- 
ter; the paroxysms ushered in, irregularly, with chills — 
sometimes violent rigors. Cool appKoations for awhile, suc- 
ceeded by emoliants to the finger, in a few days, moderated 
the local symptoms. The fever, however, continued despite 
every means adopted. Under the use of quinine, though 
repeatedly given in full doses, the fever became more con- 
tinued, with dry tongue and slight delirium.. Mercury and 
arsenio have been used without any perceptible relief. 

The question arises, to what is the fever attributable ? Is 
it the result of nervous derangement, produced by the local 
injury ? The incisions made with the bistoury do not look 
healthy. The edges are everted, and fungous granulations 
shoot from their surfaces. Fever is now constant; pulse 
generally aboQt eighty to the minute ; skin most of the time 
dry ; tongue brown and dry ; very restless occasionally ; no 
disposition to talk or take food ; despondent ; bowels some- 
what constipated ; complains of pain in the lower extremi- 
ties. 

Under all the circumstances, is it unreasonable to sup- 
pose that the shook' given to the oerebro-spinal centres, 
though tetanus was prevented, has kid the foundation for 
this uncontrollable and protracted fever ? 
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Be. Johnsok considered the case one of neglected inter- 
mittent fever, and was of the opinion that, with the use of 
stimulants, nourishing diet and the occasional administra- 
tion of. quinine and strychnine, a favorable result may be 
expected. . 

Da. Stacy favored nourishing diet, and recommended, in 
addition to the other suggestions of Br. Johnson, -the use of 
iron by hydrogen as a haematic. 

Da. O’Kbsfb was unable to arrive at any very satisfactory 
conclusion as to the exact nature of the case Under consid- 
eration ; but, from the report made of it, and from his own 
knowledge of the symptoms, is inclined to the opinion that 
they are the result of injury received iu the finger. Wheth- 
er they are due to pyaemia or a direct impression made upon 
the Dervous system, he was not at all satisfied, hut thinks it 
not at all improbable that pyaemia, in a mild form, exists. He 
is inclined tq. think the treatment adopted in this case has 
resulted in aggravation of the sy mptoms, and that the conns 
to be relied ou, is that which is calculated to invigorate the 
declining energies of the system. Nourishing diet, and 
other supporting means, are certainly indicated. 

Dm Word was in doubt as to the character of the affec- 
tion and its cause. He thought, however, from the symp- 
toms detailed, and the general history of the case, that, 
though the existenoe of genuine typhoid fever may roaaoaa- 
bly be inferred, it is not at all improbable that the low con- 
tinued fever, and depressed condition of the vital energies, 
may be the result of ordinary intermittent fever. Symp- 
toms of this kind he had recently met with in a case com- 
mencing with ordinary ehills, in which turpentine and nour- 
ishing diet proved successful. 


February 26, 1867. 

On call for report of cases — 

Br. O’Keefe reported a ease of tabor with arm presenta- 
tion. Waa called to a woman thirty years old, in her fonrA 
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confinement,, on Saturday at 3 p. m. The membranes had 
raptured in the morning, when the pains ceased almost en- 
tirely ; pulse 100. On examination, the arm of the child 
was found in the vagina. No movement bad been felt by 
the mother for twelve hours, and the child was supposed to 
be dead. Delivery by tnrning was at onoe determined upon. 
An attempt to return the arm before introducing the hand 
into the nteraa, was unsuccessful, when the left band Was 
carried into the uterus, along the breast of the child, until 
one foot was secured, which was. brought down in contact 
with the presenting arm. By proper traction and external 
manipulation, with this alone, the delivery could have been 
effected ; but, supposing the difficulty might be lessened, 
the other foot was sought and brought down. 3y gentle 
traction upon the lower extremities, the arm readily re- 
turned, version was easily effected, and the woman promptly 
delivered of a dead child. At the time the feet were 
brought down, and before traction and manipulation ware 
attempted, the patient complaining considerably, partial an- 
aesthesia was produced by chloroform, which not only con- 
trolled the suffering, but, to some extent, the tonic contrac- 
tion or rigidity of the parts. 

Considerable irritability of the system was manifested 
after the delivery' — the pulse 130 to the minute, with rest- 
lessness and pain.. Brandy and morphine were adminis- 
tered ; and, as no hemorrhage or other serious difficulty pre- 
sented, the patient was left with the nurse for the evening. 
She has boon as well as could be expected since, and gives 
hope of speedy recovery. 

While eminent obstetricians, among them Tyler Smith, 
recommend eviceratioD, and the delivery without turning, 
he considered the latter less painful and injurious to the 
mother, and would prefer it, even when the death of the 
child is certain. 

Da. Boeing mentioned a case in which the. woman had 
been in labor three days, with arm presentation. When 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



424 Original Communications. 

called, be found her very ranch exhausted ; so much so, that, 
after consultation, turning was considered impracticable. 
The dimensions of the child were reduced by evioeration, 
and it withdrawn from the womb. It was supposed the 
child had been dead forty-eight hours. 

After the delivery, the woman did well for thirty-six 
hours, when symptoms of puerperal peritonitis were mani- 
fested. She sank rapidly under the violence of the inflam- 
mation, and died in a few days. He expressed himself de- 
cidedly in favor of turning, when the arm presents, let the 
circumstances otherwise be what they may. 

Db. Armstrong said be was struck with the remarks of 
Dr. Boring, and with the similarity of termination to a case 
he had met with, on account of another difficulty. In com" 
pauy with another physician,, he had been called to a woman 
in labor forty-eight hours. The water had escaped, and 
paras ceased twelve hours previously. She was much ex- 
hausted — quick frequent pulse. Upon examination, the os 
was found fully dilated, and no resistance or hindrance to 
the delivery, connected with the uterus itself, discovered ; 
but, on proceeding further with the examination, it was as- 
certained that a disproportion in the size of the head and pel- 
vis manifestly existed ; so much so, indeed, that a passage was 
impossible. Without delay, the cranium was punctured, 
and a large quantity of fluid, followed by the natural con- 
tents, was discharged. The child was then brought away by 
gentle traction, and no further trouble experienced in the 
management of the case for twenty-four hours. At the end 
of this time, fever, with other symptoms of peritonseo-hys- 
teritis, came on, and progressed rapidly to a fatal termina- 
tion. 

Db. Wobd had seen three cases of congenital hydrocepha- 
lus, but, in every instance, they resulted favorably to the 
mother by evacuating the accumulated fluid. He agreed 
fully with Dr. Boring in the opinion that, in arm ■presenta- 
tion, turning is preferable to eviceration. He also expressed 
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pleasure in being able to corroborate the statement of Dr. 
O’Keefe, that chloroform has a relaxing influence upon the 
soft parts in labor. He had noticed this result occasionally 
in his obstetrical practice. 


ARTICLE III. 

Singular Species of Epizoa . By N. B. Drewry, M. D., 

Griffin, Ga. 

In July of the present year, Mrs. B , set. 28 years, of 

full habit and florid complexion, and active life, applied to 
J. R. Cleaveland, S. D., of this place, for relief of tooth- 
ache. Finding a cavity, he proceeded to treat the nerve by 
the application of arsenic. Failing to allay the pain in this 
way, he resorted to mechanical means of impressing or de- 
stroying the nerve, and was finally successful in relieving 
the suffering. Yery soon, however, the pain returned, and 
as it was desirable to avoid extraction, if comfort could be 
obtained otherwise, the instrument was again introduced 
into the cavity of the tooth, and, after giving it a rotary 
motion, was removed. On examination of the substance 
adhering to the instrument, a living animal — a worm — was 
found. The parisite measures about four lines in length and 
one in thickness, with a head larger than the transverse 
measurement of the body, and composed of a firm, horny 
substance. Since the removal of the worm from its cavity, 
the tooth has not been at all painful. 

A still more remarkable case of local disturbance by an 
epizoon, presented itself to me, one month after the case 
above-mentioned was treated. 

Mrs. G , sb t. about 43, healthy and corpulent, called, 
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August 2, 1867, at my office to consult me in regard to a 
painful affection of the finger, very much resembling ordi- 
nary whitlow. The pain, she said, was periodical, deep- 
seated and pf a gnawing character. Seeing nothing unusual 
in these symptoms, I pronounced the case a felon, and gave 
the usual advice in such cases. She declined, for the time, 
having it opened, but applied emolients, used opiates inter- 
nally, etc. Two weeks passed in this way, without any ma- 
terial change in the condition of the part, except a slight 
pointing at the center of swelling. Pricking this portion of 
the cuticle, with an ordinary needle, she imagined, though 
without much discharge, gave some comfort. With the 
hope of obtaining entire relief in this way, she still refused 
to have the finger laid open with a bistoury. In two or three 
days after her own operation with the needle, the suffering 
became again so intense, that she resorted to the same mode 
of relief. Extending her puncture, perhaps, further than 
before, she found beneath the attenuated skin a living worm, 
and extracted it. The pain subsided at once, and the swell- 
ing, and other evidences of local disease, gave way. 

The worm thus extracted, and to which the painful condi- 
tion of the finger is attributable, in every respect, resem- 
bles that obtained from the tooth of Mrs. B , a month 

previously. 


SELECTIONS. 


Cases by J. W. Thompson, M. D., of Paducah, Ky. 

In the August number of the SotUhem Journal of Med- 
ical Sciences, is reported a rare disease of bone, by a resi- 
dent student of the Charity Hospital, Hew Orleans, which 
was treated by the visiting surgeon. 

1 regard the following case as the same type of disease, 
and like the one just referred to, as characterized by some 
points of pathological interest. 
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Miss Sallie J- , aged thirty-nine years, enjoyed usual 

good health to puberty. From that time, her health became 
impaired. She suffered with derangement of the menees, 
which was followed by obstinate hysteric. 

From puberty until she was thirty-one years old, at which 
time she became my patient, she had been treated by a num- 
ber of medical gentlemen, but the catamenial difficulty and 
hysteria continued nn&bated. In 1868, 1 first saw her, in 
connection with my preceptors, Drs. George Stovall and E. 
W. Woodson ; we treated the case together, bnt only suc- 
ceeded in giving her temporary relief. 

The following year, 1859, an excrescence appeared on the 
middle finger of the right hand, near the distal extremity, 
which rather rapidly became a fungous growth, extending 
np the finger, despite constant local and general treatment. 
When it reached near the second joint, I amputated the 
finger. Soon after the stump became involved, and when 
the disease had very nearly extended to the raetecasrpo-pha- 
langeal articulation, I amputated at that joint, assisted in 
those operations by Dr. Stovall. 

Soon the index finger of the other hand — the left — took 
disease in the same way, a bleb appearing near the edge of 
the nail. In a few days, the second, or middle finger, was 
attacked in the same manner, the disease pursuing a similar 
course. When it had very nearly extended to the metecar- 
po-phalangeal articulations, Dr. S. S. Payne, of this county, 
ainpntated both fingers at that joint. I assisted him. 

In about two aud a half months from the time that opera- 
tion was performed, the little finger of the same hand was 
affected in precisely a similar manner to those which had 
been amputated. She then consulted Dr. D. D. Thompson, 
of thin city, and became his patient Dr. Thompson* imorms 
me that, after using various local and general remedies, 
mentioning, especially, acid nitric and lunar caustic, the dis 
ease continued extending until it reached near the articula- 
tion of the finger with the hand, when he amputated it. Be- 
fore removing that finger, Dr. T. made an incision in it and 
the ring finger, about an inch and a half long, extending 
down to the bone. After this course was pursued by Dr. 
Thompson, she returned to her home in Ballard oonnty, and 
in about three months, the ring finger, which was the only 
remaining one on that hand, was affected. When it had in- 
volved almost the entire finger, I removed it at the same 
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joint that I had done the others on that hand. In a short 
time after the last finger was amputated, the stump and 
band became involved. Also, the left leg over the region of 
tibia. The leg sloughed considerably. When in this con- 
dition, setons were freely inserted in left arm and lea. Is- 
sues were kbpt np for two years, in which time the ois ease 
was held in oheca. At times, during that period, the setons 
were discontinued, and when that was done, the disease 
would return. When the issues would be again established, 
it would be arrested. 

In thiB condition, she applied to a “ F aith Doctresa.” Soon 
after that time, she began to improve. The knife and issues 
had succeeded in arresting the disease, and when the favor- 
able change was taking place, she unfortunately, for human- 
ity and the profession, passed into the hands of the old wo- 
man. Patients suffering with like diseases have pursued a 
similar course, much to the regret of the profession, because 
many a good person has been sacrificed by the willful im- 
poster, through the influence of their examples. 

I bring this case before the profession for the reason that 
I consider it exceedingly rare and interesting — interesting in 
both a pathological and surgical point of view. 

The history of the family is not such that we could pro- 
nounce it scrofulous necrosis of the bones, and if the necro- 
sis is of a syphilitic character, it was inherited. We admit 
that our pathological knowledge of that type of disease did 
not enable ns to distinguish it. 

The knife did much good in checking the disease for a 
time, but the setons seemed to have been more efficient than 
the knife. I have before stated that she enjoyed good health 
to puberty, but failed to make a healthy transformation from 

S 'rlhood to womanhood. From puberty, the catamenia has 
on very irregular. For the past few years, it has occurred 
about semi-annually. She is a confirmed hysterical subject. 
The disease, on all of its fingers, first made its appearance 
near the distal extremity of the finger. Dr. D. D. Thomp- 
son removed the nail of one finger, but it bad no influence 
on the progress of the disease. After removing five fingers, 
the disease attacked the stamp of the left hand and left leg. 

Issues were kept up by setons for two years, after which 
time the morbid condition gradually yielded^ I am satisfied 
that the persistent use of the setons relieved the patient It 
is now two years and a half since the disease disappeared, 
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with no inclinations of its returning. I think it possible that 
had the setons been timely used the fingers might have been 
saved, though the medical men who were associated with me 
in the case, agreed with me that it was best to amputate 
them. In a similar case I would first thoroughly try the 
setons. Dr. S. S. Payne advised to establish the issues* The 
result of the case proved his suggestion to have been a wise 
one. During the time each finger was diseased, her jaws be- 
came locked and remained so for several days — at one period 
for eighteen days, during which time she took no food or 
water — bowels did not move or urine voided, except by the 
aid of the catheter. Did not perceptibly lose any flesh. 
During each spell of lock-jaws, there was paralysis of the 
left side of the body. 

In the case reported in the Southern Journal of Medical 
Sciences, the disease pursued almost exactly the same course 
that it did in the one I have just detailed. In that case the 
toes were first involved by the appearance of a small bleb 
or blister ; afterwards the phalanges became uncrossed, the 
disease resisting all treatment, and was only temporarily 
cheeked by amputating a toe, and so on until all the toes 
were removed. After the disease had pursued that course, 
it attacked the fingers, first on the right hand, by the ap- 
pearance of a bleb on the little finger, tnen on the haft haad. 
Several of the fingers were amputated and diseased bones 
removed. When the stump of tne left hand healed, the dis- 
ease attacked the metatarsal bones of the left foot The 
writer states that it still persisted at the time be made the 
report. In that case after the wound from the amputation 
healed, the disease remained dormant from six weeks to two 
months ; it was the same with my patient. For more than 
two years there has been no recurrence of the disease. That 
is due, I am satisfied, to the use of the setons, for it never 
was dormant much longer than two months before the setons 
were inserted. 

Some of the general symptoms that characterize my case 
were not present in the one referred to, but the pathological 
condition, I am satisfied, is the same. 

Case II. Mias Susan Godsey, known as the sleeping wo- 
man. Her home is in Obion county, Tennessee. 

A few days ago, I visited her and made notes of her ease . 
from observation, and the history, as given me by her moth- 
er and brother-in-law, who witnessed it from thq beginning 
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of this peculiar condition. Age twenty-seven years; has 
been asleep between eighteen and nineteen years ; awakes 
maui-nt at the same timsat certain Imtre mch day} remain* 
amoks only from Jive to ten minutes ; awakes at three o’cloek, 
a. x., then at six, and every snceessive hour until twelve ; 
again awakes at three, six, seven, nine and eleven, p. m. 

Pulse obscured by constant tremor of muscles; bowels 
generally operate once a day ; menstrual period very irregu- 
lar, frequently fails to appear, and when it does is generally 
veir scanty. When awake, complains of pain in the head 
ana down the spinal cord ; the first six years, awoke only 
twice a day ; since that time, she awakes more freauently, 
but for the last five years, the frequency in waking aas not 
increased ; has what I term a general spasm about every ten 
minutes; had tWo during the first twenty minutes after I 
saw her. Almost immediately following the spsLsms, she has 
a spell of hicooughs, hiccoughing generally ten times each 
spell, at which times the head ami neck are raised, and the 
head falls forward ; awoke one time during the hour I was 
with her, and regained awake seven minutes; talked ration- 
ally in answer to my questions. In an instant, I discovered 
she had fallen asleep. At the same time, I endeavored to 
arouse her, but could make no impression upon her; she 
slept on. 

It is impossible to arouse her until her usual time for wak- 
ing ; complains severely of cramping in the 6tomach and 
pain in left side, color is rather healthy ; expression of eye 
good. When awake she is always gloomy ; never calls for 
food but generally relishes it when given ; occasionally calls 
for water. The mother and brotherdndaw state that just 
before she passed into this condition, she was sick with In- 
termittent Fever, and that her Doctor gave her large doses 
of morphine, laudanum and ether, that the Dodtor^) re- 
marked to them (the father, mother and brother-in-law,) “I 
have tried to cure her and failed, and then tried to kill her 
and failed.” 

The spine has been blistered and the galvanic battery used. 
She is medium size, moderately well developed, except the 
mammae which can scarcely be said to be developed at all, 
and the finger and toe nails have not grown any since she 
pa»«ed into this condition. 

This patient has actually been in a deep sleep between 
eighteen and nineteen years, with the exception’ of the few 
minutes each day at the stated time. 
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I am satisfied that this is a very remarkable ease, and I 
hare reported it for the reason that I believed the profession 
would be interested in the history of each an anomalous 
one. 

I will not attempt to account for her sleepy condition. 1 
do not feel competent to advance an opinion about a cause 
that is involved in such .profound mystery. The sensible 
answers to questions and conversation while awake, make it 
evident that the cerebrum is not organically diseased. The 
difficulty may be at the base of the brain. The character- 
istic pain in the left side, and cramping in the stomach, at- 
tended with a rational condition of the mind, reminded me 
that it might be an aggravated form of the protean malady, 
hysterics. ' 

1 have given the mother and brother-in-law’s statement of 
the treatment that was used immediately before she passed 
into this condition, for what it is worth. 

What x have said about the probable cause of her condi- 
tion is mere conjecture. Last spring, my friend, Dr. B. 
Marshall, of Woodville, furnished me the notes of her case 
from observing it one day; also our highly respected and in- 
telligent Presiding Elder, Rev. Mr. Binum. These notes 
correspond with those made by myself. Dr. Wilson, of 
Union City, and Dr. Wright, of Kingston, Tennessee, were 
with me when I made the notes I have given in this report. 

If this case has any parallel in the recorded history of 
medicine, I am unaware of it. 

Should any one doubt the authority of this report, it can 
be established by numbers of the most prominent men in 
Western Tennessee and Kentucky.— LVashroille Journal of 
Medicine and Surgery. 


Letter to Dr. E. S. Frazer, from his son , S. H. Frazer, in 

Paris. — The General Pathology of Syphilis — Letter III. 

— The Indurated Chancre. 

It is not necessary to repeat here what was said in the two 
former letters concerning the indurated chancre. We have 
seen that it is the first local manifestation of the disease 
proper, and, therefore, only a symptom. I deem it proper 

a 
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to say, in this connection, that the first writers on syphilis 
did not confound the two chancres; for we find that Mar- 
cellas Cumanns and Alexander Benedictus made a distinc- 
tion between the indurated chancre and the contagious nicer 
of the genital organs. I have tried to show that the first 
writers who confounded the two wire Georgis Vella and 
Nicholas Massa. Other syphilographers, however, were 
struck with the difference existing in appearance and prog- 
nosis ; they notice these differences without attaching any 
importance to them. Jean de Vigo speaks of the induration 
ordinarily accompanying the chancre, followed by constitu- 
tional syphilis. Thierry de H&ry, in 1569, wrote that, “these 
ulcers are the most often accompanied by hardness; the 

{ greater the degree of hardness, the greater the degree of ma- 
ignity and difficulty of cure; the prognosis will also be 
more doubtful.” Arnbroise Par& wrote the following, about 
the same epoch : “ If there is an ulcer on the pen^f , and in- 
duration occnre, it invariably proves that the patient has 
syphilis.” Hunter noticed, and gave a most classic descrip- 
tion concerning this induration. M. Ricord was the firet 
who seized it clearly, but he taught that all chancres can be- 
come indurated if placed in certain conditions. M. Basse- 
reau, of Paris, enjoys the honor of having divided the two, 
and made up the differential characters existing between 
them. 

Cause . — I have already said, in the former letters, that 
constitntional syphilis always commences with a chancre; 
also, that this cnancre can arise from different sources. M. 
Rollet teaches and writes that all secondary Byraptoms of 
the suppurating form are contagious, making the pus the 
vehicle of the virus. As already seen, the blood of a syph- 
ilitic patient is also contagions ; but syphilographers have 
not as yet been able to determine in what condition. 

Symptomatology . — The majority of writers have agreed 
upon twenty-live days as the average of the incubation ; it 
was formerly taught that it made its debut by a vesicle, but 
at present, it is taught that it makes its appearance bv a 
simple excoriation, the diameter of which is not larger than 
the head of a pin of ordinary size. It is round, covered 
(except on its borders) by a grayish pseudo-membranous 
production, of which the presence is constant It suppu- 
rates very little, progressively augments in surface, and 
passes successively through the stage known as that of 
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“ state ” and reparation. Hie false membrane remains gen- 
erally on a level with the neighboring tissues ; it neither 
forms a prominence nor depression. The borders of the 
nicer are of a bright red ; not covered by the false mem- 
brane, they (the edges) look as if varnished — shining. That 
peculiar arrangement of the borders, towards the bottom of 
the ulcer, gives it that cup-shaped form, in view of which M. 
Bicord has so much insisted they do not resemble the bor- 
ders of the soft phancre. However, there are some cases 
where the borders are raised, appearing to be perpendicu- 
larly excavated ; then it has almost the same appearance as 
the soft chancre. 

The induration of the base of a chancre generally makes 
its appearance during the first week following the apparition 
of the ulcer ; sometimes it is much longer making its ap- 
pearance. Fifteen days, and even three weeks, elapse before 
the induration can be detected ; it is almost always difficult 
to ascertain, at the commencement, whether it is an indura- 
tion. It develops slowly and progressively until up to the 
moment of cicatrization of the chancre ; then it gradually 
diminishes, after a time, which is very variable; it (the cica- 
trization) can be found six months after the disappearance of 
the chancre. Bicord says, in his Lessons on tne Chancre, 
(page 106 ,) that he found the induration of a cicatrix thirty 
years after the healing of the chancre. When it has reached 
its maximum, it forms a sort of bed for the ulcer ; it is in- 
durated around and under the ulcer. The induration which 
belongs to a large ulceration is often badly marked ; this 
gives (from its feel) origin to M. Bicord’s pasteboard indu- 
ration. In some cases, only the borders are indurated ; it is 
then called circular ; sometimes it acquires a considerable 
volume, forms a hard, eartilaginous-like body, which raises 
the ulcer above the neighboring tissues ; this the authors 
name ulcus elevatwm. After the teachings of MM. Diday 
and Langlebert, the typical chancre is the result of oonta- 

S 'on from a primary accident, and the pasteboard chancre 
e result of contagion from a secondary accident These 
views have a great many friends among syphilographers. 
The induration, no matter what form it takes, seems to have 
certain seats of election, and produces itself more easily in 
those regions. Thus, on man we see the preputial chancres; 
those on the corona giandis, in the cervix or gutter between 
the prepuce and glans, indurate ordinarily very well ; the 
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cutaneous chancres on the body of the penis indurate badly. 
Among women, the induration is very obscure; the indura- 
tion, when once established, has a tendency to disappear, 
whether the patient be submitted to treatment or not; it 
softens with this peculiarity, namely, throughout its extent 
and thickness, disappearing little by little, and finally leaves 
no trace behind but a violet-colored spot, which will in tune 
disappear. A very frequent complication is the ulceration 
of the induration, which, in some . cases, takes place, and 
would induce inexperienced persons to. belibve that they had 
a new chancre to deal with. It is probably this, Bays M. 
Bellehomtne, that made Mr. Babington write that the pHm* 
ary accident of syphilis is constituted by an induration pre- 
ceding the ulceration. 

The following is a statistical table of M. Puche, giving 
the length of time the induration existed : 


Chancre in Cervix £90 days. 

. . of Frenum 462 . . 

. . Cervix 467 .. 

..Cervix 540 .. 

. . Cervix 602 .. 

..Gians 650 .. 

. . . . Cervix 690 . . 

. . . . Prepuce 700 . . 

. . Prepuce 765 . . 

. . Cervix — 768 . . 

..Cervix 907 .. 

. . Cervix 1507 . . 

. . Prepuce 2062 . . 


I said that among women the indarhtkm is less marked 
than among men. It happens sometimes that them is no 
induration at all ; such ohanoresare observed in the propor- 
tion to the others of one to one hundred. The diagnosis of 
this variety is difficult, but it is only necessary to remember 
that polyganglious indnvatien always accompanies the inde- 
nted chancre' and never the soft. If need be, inoculation 
oan be tried on the person where the esse is etarare; - the 
ulcer will indicate the nature of the sere, whether chancre 
or chancroid. 

The mixed chancre has- made saeh a noise in the medical 
world, in the last few yean, that a few remarks, I think, is 
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tbfe osmastioa, will be appf Opnate. The theory was first 
prom alga ted by M. Inroyenue, a pupil of M. Rollet, pub- 
lished in 1859. M. {jaroyeaae having put some pas from a 
soft chancre on an indurated one, thns engrafting the soft 
op the hard cbanore, the reanion was called by him “ mixed 
chancre.” The following year, M. Basset repeated the ex- 
periments of M. Laroyennep and obtained the same results. 
The euanltaneous coexistence of the two kinds of virus on 
the same point explains, beyond a doubt, the cases in which 
pretended indurated chancres hare been inoculated on the 
person who is afflicted with it ; but this reinoenlation has 
only been possible, according to the statistics of MM. Poobe 
and Fournier, two cases in one hundred, and after M. Rollet, 
six in one hundred. The mixed chancre gives also a plausi- 
ble interpretation of the. observations of pretendod soft 
chancres transmitting soft chancres, followed by constitu- 
tional symptoms. It is also an excellent argument in favor 
of duality* since this chancre famishes an inocnlable pus for 
the individual who is affected ; this is* say dualists, a certain 
proof that the viruses are on the same place, and yet dis- 
tinct, each preserving its spee tous properties. In general, 
the indurated chancre is solitary ; according to statistics of 
M. Glare, it is so in four or five eases; nor is this surprising 
when we remember that the indarated chancre does not, 
like the soft one, multiply by inoculation. It is necessary, 
in order to have more than one hard ebanere, that more than 
one be contrasted at the same time. M. Aimd Martin says : 
If an embarrassing case presents itself to the practitioner 
with a chancre, aim eight or ten others arise afterwards, it 
should be diagnosticated as soft chancre. In the largest ma- 
jority of cases, (ninety-three in one hundred,) the indarated 
chancre gives rise to engorgement, of the lymphatio gan- 
glions in the neighboring groin. These engorgements, which 
are called polyganqUa, are multiple* hard, indolent, without 
any change of the color of the skin. The indurated gan- 

S lioPs tee > independent of each other, without adherence to 
tie cellular tissue ; they roll freely under the finger, not the 
least tendency to suppuration. It is very rare that the in- 
darated chancre is complicated with phagedenism or gan- 
green, which, on the contrary, happens often with soft chan- 
cres. Acute inflammation seldom accompanies it, (the hard 
chancre;) in a word, tho cempheations, in all their phases, 
are very rare.. After hating rested for a few days in the 


Digitized by Google 



486 


SdttfibM. 


condition known as tbe “rtafc,” its tendency is towards cica- 
trization, which ordinarily is accomplished at the end of a 
month. When a chancre takes the tUeua elevaium form, it 
has, in appearance, the greatest analogy to m aeons patches ; 
they are very easily confounded. It can even happen that 
secondary accidents come to light during the process of cica- 
trization, and the chancre be transformed into a mnoons 
patch. This transformation M. Bicord used in support of 
his theory of the non-contagiosity of secondary accidents. 
Even when it bad been demonstrated that the pas from a 
mneons patch had transmitted syphilis, the Midi School 
never failed to use this argument ; they said that the mneons 
patch which furnished the pas was nothing but a chancre 
under the process of transformation. The chancre has not 
any exclusive place of election ; it flourishes at any point 
where the virus may be introduced. The genital organs 
being more exposed than other parts, of course are more 
frequently affected than others. MM. Bellehomme and 
Martin divide the chancre into tWo classes, acoording to the 
cause, the genital-indurated and extragenital. 

The genital-indurated chancre exists on an avenge of 
ninety-five in one hundred. M. Olerc’s statistical table of 
fonr hundred and three cases of indurated chancres is as 
follows : 


Mneons surface of the prepuce 68 

Cervix of furrow between glans and prepnee 171 

Orifice of the prepuce 88 

Frenum .. 14 

Gians 12 

Meatus urinarius 88 

On the body of the penis 58 

Scrotum ; 8 

Angle formed by the penis and sorotnm 5 


Of fonr hundred and seventy one cases of indurated chan- 
cres observed by M. Fournier, at the Midi, he has noted only 
twenty-six extra-genital ehancres: 

Chancres of the glans and prepnee 314 

Of the body of the penis. 60 

Multiples, 62; ehancres at the same time of the > 
body and prepuce, body and glans 11 
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Meatus urinaritis 32 

Inside of the urethra 17 

Scrotum 7 

Between the penis and scrotum 4 


In a statistical report of M. Rollet, at Lyons, extending 
from the 1st of November, 1862, to the 5th of March, 1863, 
we find, that of fifty-three indurated chancres, fifty were 
genital chancres, three presenting the character of mixed 
chancres. M. Nodet, an interne in the service of M. Rollet, 
observed, during six months, sixty-five indurated chancres, 
fifty-nine of which were on the genital organs. 

M. Tanturre, of the Syphilicime in Naples, has given the 


following in forty cases : 

Chancres of the glauB 4 

Cervix of penis 6 

Mucous membrane of the prepuce 16 

Orifice of the prepuce 3 

Body of the penis 7 

Scrotum 2 

Pubis . 2 


There are few statistics of the position of chancres among 
women ; this is probably owing to the rapidity with which 
they disappear, and the malformation of the induration. M. 
Mkrtin, an interne in the service of M. Olerc, has given a 
statistical table for the year 1861: of <ill the indurated 
chancres admitted in the St. Lazare Hospital, unfortunately, 
says M. Martin, these statistics can only have relatively a 
secondary value; for the majority of the patients who com- 
pose that service are prostitutes, having been formerly 
affected with syphilis, and, consequently, are exempt from 
a new contraction of an indurated chancre. Of the seven 
hundred and seventy six patients affected with divers vene- 
real affections, admitted from the 1st of January, 1861, to 
the 31st of December of the same year, forty-five were 
affected with indurated chancres, thirty-three genital, twelve 
extra-genital. The first he divides as follows : 


Chancres of the Labia majora 15 

.. .. Labia minora. . . 9 

Fourchette 5 

. . . . Meatus urinarius 2 

Vestibule 2’ 
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There was not a single case during this year of a chancre 
of the wal's of the vagina or cervix uteri. 

M. Melchior Robert has arrived at, different results. Of 
seventy-six patients affected with chancre — he does not say 
whether they were indnrated or not— on the external genital 
organs, he found : 


Fourchette 30 

Limits of the vulva and vagina 11 

Yulva 7 

Labia minora 17 

Meatus 4 

Internal face of the labia majora 8 

Clitoris 2 

Carunculus 2 


Before passing to the statistics of the extra-genital chan- 
cres, I will say here a few words, following Bellehomme and 
Martin, of the concealed urethral chancre. The possibility 
of such a thing was noticed by Hernandez ; afterwards it 
was specially studied by M. Ricord. In M. Fournier’s sta- 
tistics of four hundred and forty-five indurated chancres, he 
found seventeen which could only be perceived by forcibly 
separating the lips of the meatus. A patient affected at the 
same time with one of these and gonorrhoea would give at 
the same time syphilis and gonorrhoea. Persons contenting 
themselves with a superficial examination would only see 
the most apparent lesion, and, consequently, would see a 
beautiful example of syphilitic gonorrhoea. This order of 
things has been the refuge and harbor of the Identist 
The extra-genital chancre has only been noticed ten times 
in four hundred and three cases by M. Clerc, twenty-six in 
forty-five by Aim& Martin. The last, of M. Martin, waa 
from the St. Lazare, and the disproportion is explained by 
the depraved habits of the prostitutes; as M. Tardien says: 
“ Labia et oscula obsamis btandiiia jpraebenl” 

The ten cases of M. Clerc are divided as follows : 


Lips 5 

Tongue 1 

Pubis*. 2 

Thigh 1 

Eye lid 1 


Of the twenty-six of M. Fournier: 
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Anna ♦ 

Lips 

Tongue 

Nose 

Mucous membrane of the nose. 

Eye lid 

Finger 

Leg 

Four of M. Bartel : 


m 

6 

12 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Lower lip. , 2 

Both lipe at onee 1 

Cephalic, without my other designation 1 

Of the six eases observed by. M. Nodet: 

Chancre of Mneons membrane cervix. 1 

Internal angle of right eye. 1 

. . Lower lip 4 

The twelve cases observed at the St. lazare : 

Perineum 2 

Anns 2 

Thigh ■ 1 

' Buttock 1 

Lower lip 2 

Wing of the nose 1 

Tongue 1 

Base of uvula 1 

Forehead... 1 


' The indurated chancre of the anus often escapes the atten- 
tion of the practitioner ; it is ordinarily a light and painless 
lesion ; it does not often attract the attention of the patient. 
The buccal chancres, chancres of the tongue, lipe sad uvula, 
as comprised under this head, are most often the result of 
contagion from secondary accidents of the month; it can 
result very often in mediate oomiogion. M. Rollet reports a 
circumstance of transmission from mouth to mouth through 
the agency of a blowing tube in a glass factory in the as* 
pertment of the Loire. Chancres of the nose and nares are 
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very rare. M; Foamier reports obo of each, and Mr. 
McOarthy one of the nares. Those of the face occur more 
frequently. M. Bellehomme has seen one on the forehead, 
ana another situated in the gutter between the nose and 
upper lip; M. Fournier has seen ^similar one ; M. Melchior 
Robert speaks of a chancre of the forehead; M. Ricord 
speaks of a medical student as having one on the left cheek ; 
others have cited examples of chancres of the eyelid, among 
other, Ricord, Melchior Robert and Desmarres. It is very 
easy to be seen, from the above statistics, that the indurated 
chancre of the head occurs frequently enough, and this rel- 
ative frequency, perhaps, accounts for the extreme rarity 
with which the soft chancre is met with in this region ; in- 
deed, the head was considered fbr a long time refractory, to 
the virus of the soft chancre. 

Relative Frequency of the Indurated Chancre* — M. Four- 
nier, in his notes on Ricord’s Lessons on the Chancre, says 
that he observed, at the Midi Hospital, during nine months, 
three hundred and forty-one chancres, of which 

Indurated chancres were 120 ) 

Soft chancres were 215} 

M. Barlet, at the Antiquaille : 

Indurated chancres 

Soft chancres 

M. Nodet: 

Indurated chancres 06 ) . 

Soft chancres 71 j 

M. Bellehotame, at St Laaare: 

Indurated chancres 46 1 + Kn 

Soft chancres j 165 C 

The general condition of the system during the duration 
of the indurated chancre was an extremely remarkable phe- 
nomenon, and which goes to form the assertion that the 
chancre is only the first external manifestation of the dia- 
thesis. It is rare that the patient does not complain of an 
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unaccustomed feebleness, of palpitation, headache, or show 
a diacolorization of the internments, and sometimes a “bruit 
de souffle ” in the carotids ; in a word, all the symptoms of 
chloro-anemia. Something more remarkable still, is the 
state of the blood, which has been studied and analyzed by 
l^vGipasi, formerly pharmaceutist at the Hotel Dieu. This 
experfrfefettter found, in all the cases, a considerable diminu- 
tion of the red globules. According to MM. Becqner'el and' 
Rodier, the normal number of the red globules should be 
one hundred and forty in one thousand parts. In the sev- 
eral analyses of M. Grossi, the normal number of 140 was 
lessened to 125, 124, 95, 94, 90, 76, 58, 55, and even 48. On 
the other hand, the number of parts of albumen was in- 
creased (represented commonly by 80) to 102, 104, 106, 108, 
115, 128, 126 and 127. The quantity of fibrin was not no- 
tably changed in any case. The blood of individuals affected 
With soft chancre was also examined by M. Grossi, but did 
not present any important alteration. 

Histological Nature of the Induration.— M. Ricord thinks 
it is formed by an effusion of plastic lymph in the lymph- 
atic capillary system. According to the theories of MM. 
Marchal de Colroi, Robin, Lebert and Mr. Acton, the indu- 
ration belongs to the fihro-plaatic, and ieseatod in the thick- 
ness of the dermis. In M. Ricord’s Lessons on the Chancre 
is a detailed histological history of the nature of the indu- 
ration, which I do not deem necessary to insert here, as there 
is nothing certain about it ; and, furthermore, is not of the 
slightest practical importance. Those who wish to go deeper 
into the subject will find M. Robin’s views in Ricord’s Les- 
sons on the Chancre. Suffice it to say, that M. Robin con- 
siders the induration to be principally located in the thick- 
ness of the dermis. 

JtMagnosis . — There are two modes to which French sur- 
geons resort, both of which are almost absolutely impossi- 
ble in America, where our population is extended over such 
a vast space; and again, this practice is impracticable with 
private patients. The means adopted by the French are in- 
ocfilgsioa and confronting the diseased and the person sus- 
pected. The latter course, as I said above, in the largest 
majority of cases, is impossible. For instance, a naan con- 
tracting a chancre in New York or New Orleans, presents 
himself for treatment in St. Louis ; it is easy to perceive at 
once that this, as a means of diagnosis, cannot be thought 
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of. The former is practicable ottly in hospitals, as a private 
patient will not submit to such means of aiagnostic^tin^ifce 
affection, the more eo as he can always find men wkja 
take the responsibility of treating him on general pripq 
and satisfying himself with general results, fire^ue^ - 4 
irreparable detriment of the unfortunate victim, 
however, inoculation can be practiced, it is an i 
assistant in making a diagnosis, as the exceptions toH 
that the person who is affected cannot be reinocul^al 
the virus of the chancre, if it be an indurated one, are Uw * 
the cases in which they can be reinocalated are very rare. 
M. Clerc says he has inoculated two in one hundred? It- 
Fournier, M. Kadau des Islets, M. Laroyenne, M. Rollet and 
M. Boissau have all had almost similar results. When tte 
chancre is accompanied by one of those cartilaginouihlihe 
indurations, it is not difficult tQ diagnosticate. Sometimes 
it is slow to make its appearance, obscure, and even in some 
cases it does not exist at all. ' . >, 

1 here append MM. Bellehomme and Martin’s differential 
of the characters of the chancre : 


INDURATED CHANCRE 

1. There is an incubation, Of which 
the average duration is feed at 96 
days. 

2. It arises from the contagion of 
an indurated chancre, from suppu- 
rating. secreting, secondary lesions ; 
sometimes from the blood of a pa- 
tient affected with syphilis in the 


a itis 

4. It is not inoculahle tp the per* 
son who has it, or to a person with 
constitutional syphilis. 


5. It does not commence by a ves- 
ico-pustule, bnt by a simple excoria- 
tion, end in edme capes by a papilla. 

6. In t be period called the Otte, 
the indurated is presented under the 
form of ft superficial ulceration with, 
inclined borders ; this ulceration is^ 
covered, in pert, by a Mm mem- 
brane ; the borders are of a bright 
red; the form of the ulceration is 
generally regular ; it suppurates very 


vhi 

SOFT CHANCRE JruJ/ 

1. There Is no period of incuba- 
tion. 

2. It arises from a simple chancre 
or a chanoroos bubo. 


& It is most frequency nwitteia 
4. It is inoculable without end to 
the person who has it, or to any 
other person. The pus of the Sup* 
pointing bub o is only inoculable 
wh eh it is* cbancrofrisone, 

6, It commences by a vesico-pus- 
tule. ' 

A In the period catted the shtei 
the soft chancre is presented under 
the form of a tolerably profound Ul- 
ceration, the bottom of which b 
filled with a kind of organic deteft® 
mixed with pus. The borders ire 
perpendicular, and separated on the 
edges from the subjacent tissue s 
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INDURATED CHANCRE. | 

7. The indurated chancre is rarely ! 

painful. 

8 The indurated chancre is ac- 
companied lis times in 100 with indu- 
ration of its base, elastic and chan- 
croid in its character, not having any 
of the inflammatory induration. 

0. The neighl)oring lymphatic gan- 
glions of the indurated chancre be- 
come indurated, and give those po- 
lyganglionic adenophymata, which 
arc chancroid and indolent, with- 
out any tendency to suppurate. 

10. ftot much local reaction ; it 
has a tendency to cure itself ; very 
rarely becomes phagedenic ; it is reg- 
ular m its course. 


11. The indurated chaucre is the 
first apparent manifestation of the 
syphilitic diathesis ; it is therefore 
tin* sign of general infection of the 
economy. Frequently before its cic- 
atrization the first manifestations of 
the secondary stage come to light, 
such as roseola, etc. 

12. It is peculiar to the human 
family. 


SOFT CHANCRE. 

7. The soft chancre is almost al- 
ways painfhl. 

8. The soft chancre is accompa- 
nied in some cases with an inflam- 
matory induration, but never with 
the specific induration. 

9. The soft chancre is often ac- 
companied by phlegmonous lym- 
phatics. The* bubo suppurates, and 
furnishes in some cases an inocula- 
ble pus. 

10. The soft chancre is a tolerably 
grave local lesion. It ha9 a great 
tendency to ulceration ; very irregu- 
lar in its course ; does not tend to 
heal of itself like the indurated chan- 
cre. It is relatively very frequently 
complicated with phagedena anil 
gangrenous 9tatc. 

if. The soft chancre is purely a 
local accident. 


12. It is transmissible to animals. 


A person can confound art indurated chancre in its birth 
with herpes, bnt the confusion can be avoided if they re- 
member that herpes is always multiple, disposed in groups 
of vesicles to which succeed superficial excoriations, while 
the indurated chancre is almost always solitary. The herpes 
is a lesion at first vesiculous, then ulcerous, relatively dry, 
pseudo-membranous ; besides, the herpes is never accompa- 
nied either by induration or sympathetic swelling of the 
glands. A mucous patch iust commencing can also be mis- 
taken for an indnrated cnanchre in debut; this can be 
avoided by examining the patient closely for some concomi- 
tant phenomena, such as roseola, sore throat, etc. Besides, 
the mucous patches are never indurated, and are very rarely 
accompanied with swelling of the glands, particularly if it 
is a relapse ; again, the characteristic false membrane of the 
indurated chancre does not resemble in the least the gray 
pellicle which covers the mucous patch. 
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Small, gummy, isolated, ulcerating tumors sometimes re- 
semble perfectly an indurated chancre in everything except 
the swelling of the glands. Indurated chancres have often 
been mistaken for epithelial cancers, and vice versa ; differ- 
ential diagnosis : the chancre is always accompanied with 
swelling ot the glands, which takes place rarely with this 
form of cancer. The cancer is very slow in its course, and 
if the chancre exists beyond its ordinary duration it will be 
accompanied by secondary symptoms. Cicatrization of her- 
pes, particularly with caustic potash, gives an indurated ulcer 
which often deceives the most expert, and makes them think 
that they have an indurated chancre to deal with. The sol- 
diers often employ this means in order to obtain their dis- 
charge from the army ; in any case the absence of the swell- 
ing of the glands wiil remove all doubt. 

Prognosis . — As far as a local lesion the indurated chancre 
has not ordinarily any grave consequences, as has been said 
already in this letter. There are, however, several cases on 
record where patients have been rapidly debilitated, and 
finally hurried into the grave from this seemingly trivial but 
fearful scoui ge of man. 

The chancre is followed more or less quickly by apparent 
manifestations of syphilitic diathesis, which constitutes what 
M. Ricord calls confirmed syphilis. It is very rare that six 
months pass without seeing these ordinary consequences of 
an indurated chancre. 

The different secondary and tertiary symptoms only suc- 
ceed each other at determined intervals. Mr. McCarthy, M. 
13a8sereau, and M. Fournier, have all published statistical 
tables of these evolutions ; they all present to each a remark-, 
able concordance. 
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A TABLE, Arm HU. BELLEHOKME AND MARTIN, GIVING THE TUB 
FOR THE APPEAR ANNOE OF SECONDARY AND TERTIARY MANI- 


FESTATIONS. 


DENOMINATION OF TIIB KRUPTION. 


Roseola 

Syphilitic pnnulnu* 

ns patches 

Syphilide vesicnloun 

Syphilitic pustulous 

Hu pi a 

Syphilitic iritis 

Syphilitic sarcocele 

Periostitis 

Syphilitic tuberculous 

sVphllide of the serpiginous form.. . 

Gummy tumors 

Affections of the nails 

Free exostosis 

Osteitis alteration of the bones and cartilages. . 

Destruction of the hones of the palate 

Secondary lesion of the thumb 


The most or- 
dinary time 
required for 
their appear- 
ance. 


The earliest 
time of their 
appearance. 


|4.1 days. 
[65 days. 


I TO days. 

90 days. 

I SO days. 

I 2 years. 

| 6 'months. 
12 months. 

0 months. 

3 to 5 years. 
8 to 5 years. 

4 to 6 years. 
4 to 6 years. 
4 to 0 years. 
3 to 4 years. 
3 to 4 years. 
70 days. 


25 days. 

28 days. 

30 days. 

55 days. 

45 days. 

1 7 months. 
00 days. 

6 months. 
4 months. 
3 years. 

3 years. 

4 years. 

| years. 

8 years. 

2 years. 

2 years. 

50 days. 


Latest time. 


12 months. 

12 months. 
18 months. 

6 months. 
4 years. 

4 years. 

13 months. 
34 months. 

2 years. 

20 years. 

20 years. 

15 years. 

22 years. 

20 years. 

41 years. 

20 years. 

18 days. 


The several forms above of secondary and tertiary acci- 
dents succeed each other very near after the above order. 
Some writers go so far as to say that the above is nearly 
mathematical. “They follow,” says Mr. McCarthy, “a grad* 
ual progression from the superficial layers to the most pro- 
found.” It is useless to add that a mercurial treatment well 
administered can modify them much, retard, and prevent 
altogether their appearance. 

M. Bellehomme thinks that there are benign and grave 
forms of syphilis. He says : “I believe that the volume of 
induration and its duration beyond the ordinary time are 
symptoms of a syphilis which" will continue a long time, and 
the lesions will be numerous and persistent.” 

Treatments If we admit that the chancre is “the first 
manifestation of the syphilitic diathesis,” it is absolutely use- 
less to speak here of the former, but now defunct, abortive 
treatment of M. Ricord ; if it is not hurtful, it is at least 
useless, as we have already seen that its tendency is to heal 
of its own accord. It Bhould be kept clean in the com- 
mencement, and when it has reached the condition of “state,” 
a light, exciting wash — aromatic wine — should be used, and 
it should be lightly touched with nitrate of silver. As for ' 
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the general treatment I have bnt little to say ; there are two 
medicines, mercury and iodide of potassium, used of course 
very extensively here. The first for the early stages, and the 
latter for other stages, tertiary. 

A favorite prescription of corrosive sublimate, is as fol- 
lows : Dentocnloride of mercury, 1 gramme ; pure water, 
900 grammes ; rectified alcohol, 100 grammes. 

Here I must cease. If this compilation has benefitted any, 
I am fully paid for my time and trouble. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL. 

Essentials of the Principles and Practice of Medicine, a 
Handy-Book for Students and Practitioners. By Hehky 
Harts horne, M. D., Professor of Hygiene in the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, Auxiliary Faculty of Medicine ; for- 
merly Professor of Practice of Medicine in the Medical 
Department of Pennsylvania College ; lately Physician to 
the Episcopal Hospital of Philadelphia ; Fellow of the 
College of Physicians of Philadelphia ; Member of the 
American Philosophical Society, &c. &c, Philadelphia; 
Henry C. Lea, 1867. 

We have here an octavo volume of 417 page% which pro- 
fesses to give us the “ essentials,” i. e. what should at least be 
known by every medical man, of the principles and. practice 
of medicine, and we mast confess that the author has accom- 
plished a confessedly difficult undertaking, as well perhaps 
as it was possible to do such a thing. That man who pro- 
poses to himself to condense within the limits of a work, like 
this the immense subject of which it treats, except at tbs 
sacrifice of die first excellence of writing or speaking, vis: 
perspicuity, must be possessed of a faculty of condensation 
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that falls to the lot of bat few. Whatever is worth doing 
at all needs to be done well ; a smattering knowledge of 
medicine is now the bane of the profession, and it is such 
knowledge that works like this necessarily impart. Oar sys- 
tem of medical edaeation, it is true, is subservient to, if not 
responsible for superficial professional attainments, and per- 
haps in this regard we are on an eqaal footing with the other 
so-called learned professions, all partaking of the nature and 
spirit of oar young institutions, and influenced, to a great 
extent, by our peculiar political system. But these consid- 
erations are no apology for fealty books ; there is no com- 
pulsion to authorship— the demand for books in every de * 
pertinent of medicine is amply supplied. It may be that 
the work of oar author is an improvement upon its prede- 
cessors in the same line ; we confess to a wont of information 
on this point, fer we have entertained a life-long prejudice 
against labor-saving machines in the matter of knowledge — 
indeed we are incredulous as to there being any short or easy 
roads to its attainment. We have never consulted one of 
those learning-made-easy books, except on one or two occa- 
sions during the late war when Some cramming was to be 
done, and Neil and Smith was the only thing in the shape 
of a book that was accessible. TheBe strictures are not in- 
tended for this work alone— it has simply furnished an occa- 
sion for the expression of oar views npon all works of its 
class. We can conceive of no utility in compends except as 
suggestive aids to students or others cramming for examina- 
tion, and even for this purpose, the student must possess a 
a certain degree Of familiarity with the subjects treated before 
he can derive any substantial benefit. For practitioners of 
medicine, we deem sneh works entirely onsnited — the sub- 
jects are so cursorily disposed of that we rise from their 
pernsal dissatisfied and discontented, and thirsting for more 
thorough knowledge. Some physicians there be indeed, 
whose whole attainments consist of this kind of surface 
knowledge — who know a little of everything and nothing 
3 
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well who require but a glapce at a subject to satisfy their 
every want. For such we would recommend an epitome 
upon every subject. 

As to the merits or demerits of the particular work before 
us we have this to say in advance: that there is no difficulty 
/ in ascertaining where the author stands (to use a familiar 
phrMse) upon any subject he discusses— not a particle of am- 
biguity in the expression of his opinions. Indeed, there is 
a decided element of dogmatism running through the work, 
which is objectionable in a book which will be mainly used 
by tyros in medicine. There are many opinions and theo- 
ries in medicine which are received end pass current as 
such for want of more accurate information ; but at the 
same time, the learner should be informed that such opin- 
ions and doctrines maybe accepted or rejected, as the ad- 
vancing light of science may dictate. What is known in 
medicine should be carefully eliminated from what is un- 
known or conjectural, and a knowledge of their respective 
limits is the first substantial step in medical knowledge. We 
know, for example, an abortive treatment for malarial fever 
— we do not know such a treatment for typhoid fever, and 
the latter knowledge is just as important as the former. 
But a condensity of statement was essential to the plan of 
the work, and we, therefore, acquit the author of the charge 
of dogmatism. Indeed, we are free to confess that, in onr 
humble opinion, a compend— a condensed or abridged state- 
ment of any subject or science— is the most difficult task of 
authorship, and requires talent of a rare and peculiar order. 
We feel, satisfied that, had our author employed hda capacity 
and experience in preparing a complete work on the princi- 
ple* and practice of medicine, he would have accomplished 
an undertaking that would have redounded far- mere to his 
credit and reputation than the work before us. 

In regard to the grammar and style of ;the book, we must 
confess that they are not to onr taste; Whether so or not, 
it boars the impress of having been prepared in a hurry. 

i 
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There is a boldness and dash, a sort of reckless, don’t-care 
spirit manifest in the style which we do not admire in a 
medical book. It reminds us somewhat of Prof. Meigs’ 
style, in his celebrated letters to his class, “ Woman and 
her Diseases,” which received such reprobation from the 
medical press that the violation of good taste perpetrated in 
that work has not, to onr knowledge, been repeated. Take 
an example: We open the book at page 97, and find the 
words “ imperfection,” “ debilitation ” and “ desiderated ” in 
one paragraph ; in another place, “ balancive ” for balancing ; 
and again : “ I believe that a sound ‘ theory of medicine ’ 
may be expressed in a single paragraph, thus : — vital oftuc- 
ish is the aggregate tendency of all the forces of the living 
organism, under the controlling influence of Ufe-fqrce. But, 
the beat possible result in a given case may, from its oondi- 
noNg and circumstances, fall far shout of health. MWicine, 
then, is to favor or supply those conditions which, under na- 
tural laws, allow or promote the best result.” There are 
innumerable evidences scattered through the book of this 
straining at effect on the part of the author, or of his fond- 
ness for using big vror6»r—sesqm-pedodia verba. There is a 
a want of ease or grace in his sentences — an awkward, bung- 
ling manner of expressing himself — that is painful to the 
reader; but still more censurable are the numerous and 
glaring grammatical errors with which the book abounds. 
Speaking of the treatment of inflammatory croup, we find, 
for example, the following: (< Warm poultices, or eloths 
wrung out of cold water (which soon becomes warm when 
applied) may be applied to the throat.” Mow we are well 
aware that our author knows the difference between 
the singular and plural number, and that a plural nomina- 
tivecase must not be united with a singular verb. His work 
satisfies us that he is an educated man, and yet there is 
scarcely a page of it that does not exhibit a perfect contempt 
for the rules of grammar and good taste. Our author’s 
views of pathology and treatment we regard objectionable 
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on- many points. We bad hoped that the race of anthers 
who advocate the indiscriminate use of the lancet, antimony 
and mercury, et id mine genus, in the treatment of acute 
disease, had either died out or passed into their serene aBd 
venerable dotage; that our eyes would not again behold s 
new work on the practice of medicine that sought to per- 
petuate these views. But we were mistaken. Dr. Barte- 
home is a staunch believer in the old regime; h&loves Ben- 
nett less than he- does Bush ; he accepts, indeed, and gives 
ns a very full acconnt of all the improved methods of treat- 
ment, but the new pathology, which ignores the so-called 
anti-phlogistic remedies, he will have none of. We cannot 
recommend your book, therefore, Doctor ; we disagree with 
yon inioto on these fundamental points ; we would not have 
your book'pnt into the hands of medical students (for whom 
it isinteoded) for the reason that it perpetnates what w Of be- 
lieve to be grave errors. 

And first on the subject of pneumonia, among its symp- 
toms our author mentions delirium as of “ oommon ” occur- 
rence. This, according to onr observation, is not true : de- 
lirium does exist sometimes in pneumonia, but not often, 
and is of grave import. Hippocrates long ago-recognized 
the seriotu prognostic significance of this symptom, and left 
us an aphorism: on the subject : “ delirium in pneumonia ed 
maltan.” .But it is to his treatment of pneumonia that we 
desire to direct aittentton; “I am convinced,” Bays Dr. H., 
“ by experience, that prompt and moderate antiphlogistic 
treatment may greatly lesson the danger of pneumonia, if 
not shorten its duration. Probably five cases in six wonM 
recover without the abstraction of blood ; the sixth might 
die for want of k. I believe that the mortality of pneumo- 
nia has increased in Philadelphia since blood-letting has 
beenao generally abandoned. * * * * 

* * * Old persons, and those of feeble sys- 

tem, will neither j>eer nor require it.” Now whether the 
mortality from pneumonia has increased or diminished is 
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Philadelphia in consequence of the general abandonment 
of venesection we know not; nor does this ipsadiait of our 
author relieve onr doubts — a few facts and figures would 
have been much more satisfactory in the settlement of the 
question. An opinion like this, founded, perhaps, less upon 
facts than bias and prejudice in these days of statistics and 
accurate observation, passes like the idle wind, and is worth 
simply nothing in the adjudication of a great controverted 
question. In the above extract we have advocated the in- 
discriminate use of V. S. iu all cases of pneumonia, except 
in the feeble and aged, for the reason that, whilst five cases 
would recover without it, the sixth might die for want of it : 
that is to say, because one in six requires blood-letting, there- 
fore all mast be bled. Would it not be better to tell us how 
we should ascertain this sixth case that requires: the lancet ? 
to give us Borne rules or indications by whioh we oould de 
ternrine when to employ or omit this remedy ! Fleishman, 
of Vienna, under the nihUiemua treatment, lost bnt one in 
sixteen cases ; Diet', of the same city, experienced about the 
same result from putting his patients to bed and feeding 
them properly, and giving no medicine. Here was a fair 
test of the vain-glorious humbug, yclept homeopathy. Prof. 
Bennett, of Edinburgh, lost one in thirty-itwo and a quarter 
cases on the restorative treatment, the number treated being 
one hundred and twenty-five, running over a period of six- 
teen years’ service iu the Royal Infirmary of that city. Of 
these one hundred and twenty-five cases, twenty were com- 
plicated with different affections, and one hundred and five 
uncomplicated ; of the latter not one died, although in 
fifteen of them the whole of one lung, and in twenty-six 
portiops of both lungs, were involved. 

From these data Prof. Bennett very properly concludes 
that “ the first great fact which tbo preceding figures serve 
to establish is, that simple primary pneumonia, whether 
single or double, if treated by the restorative plan, is not a 
fatal disease. Surely one bnndred and five cases, of which 
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twenty-six were double, are sufficient to establish this propo- 
sition, especially when it is considered that they were dif- 
fused over sixteen years, and occurred in all seasons. Among 
these also the whole of one lung was involved in no lees than 
fifteen eases, and the symptoms iu many of them were ex- 
ceedingly severe. Neither will anything as to the strength 
of constitution, or change of type, explain the result, as 
several of the cases were those of healthy, vigorous young 
laborers, whilst others were those of weak and broken-down 
seamstresses. In any and every case the disease goes 
through its natural progress, if the system be not too much 
exhausted, either naturally or by die interference of the 
physician; and if a judicious restorative treatment be 
adopted.” 

Althonfki this is not the proper connection in which to 
give Prof. Bennett’s views in full on the pathology and treat- 
ment of pneumonia, we connot refrain from presenting a 
brief outline of a treatment which gives us sueh remarkable 
results. 

“For palliating symptoms, and especially pain and dysp- 
noea, warm fomentations and ponldces I believe to be the 
best and. safest remedies. Chloroform has been given by 
Varentrapp, and others, with good effect. No donbt small 
bleedings, to the extent of 8 or 10 ounces, give relief ; but 
in debilitated persons they are dangerous, and in all tend, 
by weakening the strength at a period when the depressed 
system is struggling to gain its equilibrium, to prolong the 
convalescence and favor dangerous sequellse. Still, a small 
bleeding may be employed as a palliative with caution, to 
relieve engorgement of the lungs, and congestion of the 
right side of the heart, although it is very rarely required. 
It should be remembered, in cases of double pneumonia, 
that there is often great dyspnoea on the sixth or seventh 
day, which will generally yield to warm poultices locally, 
and moderate doses of wine. 

As a curative treatment, I am satisfied that the best plan 
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is rest in bed, nutritive drinks, especially good beef tea, 
from the firsts assisted by 4 to 8 oz. of port wine, if the 
pulse becomes weak, and solid nutrients as soon as they can 
be taken. The elimination ot the exudation may be further 
assisted by salines, (Acetate of Ammonia, and small doses 
of Tartar Emetic, l-10th of a grain) and diuretics (Nitric 
Ether), although nature will accomplish this herself if the 
strength of the body be maintained. All active purgatives, 
contra-stimulants, depressants, anodynes, and lowering rem- 
edies of every description, should be ^voided.” 

Now, we would frankly ask the candid reader whether he 
loses but one in thirty-two and a quarter cases under his 
treatment of this hitherto considered dangerous disease? 
We are quite sure that the so-called antiphlogistic treatment 
has afforded no such favorable results in ot^hands, and 
hence have virtually abandoned it. Why is mt this con- 
servative treatment generally adopted? iB not Bennett’s ve- 
racity to be relied upon ? he is not alone in these views — 
hundreds of others, the flower of the profession the world 
over, daily practice and teach a similar doctrine. From 
time immemorial, dogmatism and pride of opinion have 
been the great obstacles to the dissemination of truth. Who 
does not now believe that a do-nothing treatment of typhoid 
fever is better than the heroic course in vogue thirty years 
ago, which consigned so many to their graves ? and yet it is 
well known that many physicians adhered to that course 
uiltil actually driven from it by the public opinion of their 
patrons. We see, even to this day, in almost every com- 
munity; specimens of this class of obsolete practitioners, 
who have been utterly abandoned by public patronage be- 
cause of their adhesion to the old practice of puking, purg- 
ing and bleeding. Now, is it not jnst possible that other 
acute diseases besides typhoid fever do not require — nay, 
even do not tolerate, active interference? We believe so, 
and could give our reasons for such belief, but this is not 
the place nor the time. 
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On the subject of “ true croup,” our author is equally 
unfortunate. “ Pseudo-membranous, or true croup, does 
not genetically differ from inflammatory croup; of which 
it i& only a grade or termination ; i. e. any case of inflam- 
matory or catarrhal cronp may end in the exudation of 
coagnlable lymph within the air tubes. Whether this shall 
occur or not, in any given case, depends, a, on the degree of 
inflammation; i, on the state of the blood of the patient; 
c, on the treatment,” If we understand die text, it is hare 
taught that the presence of the membranous exudation, de- 
pends upon the degree of the inflammation, and that its 
formation may be prevented by treatment That is to say, 
that this peculiar fibrinous exudation may oconr in timple 
acute laryngitis if the inflammation, be intense. in degree or 
not prevemed by antiphlogistic treat moot. This, in oar 
opinion, is^> tally erroneous pathology, and: tends to mis- 
chievous results in practice. The term croup is vaguely 
used in medicine : it is employed . to express three distinct 
and dissimilar pathological conditions. 1. The spasmodic 
croup, the essential pathological element of which is spasm 
of the laryngeal mnscles without inflammation or exudation 
of any kind. Spasm of the glottis would be a bettor name 
for this condition, than cronp. 2, Acute simple laryngitis, 
which gives rise to the croupal symptoms of hearse, ringing 
cough, and loud, noisy breathing — the creopal phenomena 
in this disease depend mainly on spasm of: the laryngeal 
muscles, 3. Exudative laryngitis, or true membranous 
croup, i. e. a specifiq inflammation of the larynx, attended 
ah initio with fibrinous, exudation upon the laryngeal mneous 
membrane. Now, in regard to the second form, no mattes 
how intense the inflammation,, we hold that it isnereMfh 
tended with the plastie exudation which constitute* the 
pseudo-membrane of true cnonp. The symptomatic ferot 
is always. higher iq this form of laryngeal inflammation tblfe- 
in true cronp, so that if the membranous exudation d*». 
pended upon the degree of inflammatory: action, we would 
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generally hare it in acute simple laryngitis. Whilst plastic 
exudation is not one of the pathological elements of this 
disease, it is nevertheless a serious condition. There may 
be thickening of the mucons membrane and sub-mucous in- 
filtration to sneh an extent as to seriously obstruct the rima 
glotfidis, and thus, as happens in true croup, endanger life 
mechanically. It is here that the anti-phlogistic treatment 
— if indeed there be any combination of remedies worthy of 
that appellation*— -is imperatively demanded. Ihe inflam- 
mation most b e jugulated, if possible; and it is he*e that 
we would faithfully employ our anthbr’s treatment for true 
croup. It must be admitted, however, that a vigorous anti- 
phlogistic treatment is consistent with his pathology of 
croup— if it be due to the intensity of the inflammation, the 
rational object of treatment is to subdue it. Cut it does 
not depend on the^severity of the local phlegmasia, but on 
“ an underlying, special, constitutional, morbid condition.” 
What, then, are the objects of treatment in true croup? 
The plastic exudation takes place early — generally before the 
patient is seen by the physician — no measures then need be 
resorted to with the hope of preventing it. What becomes 
of the exudation ? It is exfoliated by a suppurative process 
taking place between it and the subjacent mucous mem- 
brane. The rational object of treatment, then, is to promote 
this vital act of exfoliation, which depends upon the strength 
and vigor of the system, and which will certainly take place 
in due course of time, if the patient is not previously cut off 
by mechanical obstruction of the glottis. 

Does our Author’s anti-phlogistic' treatment promote this 
vital act of seperation ? We believe not ; and farther, that 
the great mortality of the disease is due to a mischievous 
treatment, based upon an erroneous pathology. Vomiting 
and purging, leeching and bleeding, calomel and antimony, 
are not well calculated ‘to preserve the vital energies in a 
disease of self-limited duration, and the result of snch prac- 
tice does not tend to encourage its continuance. 


* 
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We will conclude our notice of the work before us by a 
few observations on the author’s treatment of remittent fever. 

“ As soon as the violence of systemic excitement has been 
moderated,” (and this is all italicized) by purgatives and 
blood-letting, we may begin with quinine, but unless some 
malignancy is suspected, a single grain every two hours, or, 
at most, but a grain every hour, will be sufficient. Need we 
tell our Southern readers that this is all nonsense ! Suppose 
the remission lasts but a few hours — three, or four, or five, 
or six — how much quinine could be taken before the acces- 
sion of 'the next paroxysm ? Why, five or six grains, at 
most. Ah, Doctor, we can tell you, our overseers down 
here can do better than that with malarial fevers. 

Notwithstanding our objections to the “ essentials ’’—and ‘ 
we regret 4hat there should have been any — it contains a 
vast amount of useful information, compressed and con- 
densed into a small compass, and is verily multum inparvo. 

D. C. O’K. 


EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Pakis, France, Oct. 25th, 1867. 
Report of a Case of Vesioo- Vaginal Fistula. Operation 
by Da. J. Marion Sims. Treatment of Amputations by 
Exclusion of Air; Description of Apparatus; Advan- 
tages Claimed for it over the Ordinary Method. 

To Editors Atlanta Medical and Surgical Journal : 

A few days ago I witnessed the result of an operation 
upon a case of Vesico-Vaginal Fistula, which I had watched 
with much interest, both on account of the extent of the 

A 
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fistula, and because I was glad to be able to avail myself of 
the valuable experience of the operator, Dr. J. Marion Sims* 
As Dr. Sims is an Alabamian, many of your readers know 
him personally, and will, doubtless, feel interested in a brief 
report of the case. 

The fistula was transverse, and very large, measuring 
nearly three inches in length. The upper part of the vesico- 
vaginal septum was entirely gone, no vestige of the vaginal 
tissue remaining attached to the cervix uteri, so that much 
more of the anterior part of the organ was exposed to view 
than it is possible to see under any other circumstances. 
The anterior part of the cervix also had been partly de- 
stroyed by sloughing, and the angles of the fistula were firmly 
bound to the inner face of the pubis on both sides by cico- 
trical tissue, rendering the parts immovably fixed. Of 
course you will agree with me in regarding this a very un- 
favorable case, which required more than ordinary skill to 
effect a cure. Dr. Sims said it was, taken all in all, one of 
the most difficult cases to operate on ; yet he promised to 
cure it by one operation, and did it. The operation required 
a little more than an hour — a long time for him. Eleven or 
twelve ligatures were used, which were renewed on the ninth 
day. 

This operation was performed in one of the hospitals here, 
and is the ninth hospital in which he has been invited to 
operate, in this city, an honor to which his superior skill 
and ability justly entitle him; and more just will the last 
remark appear^ when the fact is taken into consideration, 
that it is only in the most difficult cases, where a cure is al- 
most despaired of, that his services are called into requisi- t 
tion. 

The new mode of treating amputation, by excluding air, 

I have seen at the l’Hotel Dieu, in the wards of M. Maisan- 
nerve, who manifests^ great enthusiasm, when speaking of 
the benffits to be gained by its adoption. Up to this time, 

I have seen but three cases under treatment ; and, there- 
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fore, am not fnlly prepared to rive my views on all the ad- 
vantages claimed tor it I will, however, give you a de- 
scription of this apparatus, and enumerate some of the ad- 
vantages which this method of treating amputations is said 
to possess over the one usually adopted by surgeons. 

It seems that M. Jules Guerin first conceived the idea that, 
to prevent decomposition of the fluids poured out by the 
stump, and secure the most favorable result, it would be 
necessary to exclude the air. This agent, he contended, 
holds certain elements in suspension, of organic, origin, 
which cause the decomposition of the liquor sanginis and 
healthy pus, thereby interfering with the healing process, 
and, at. the same time, endangering the life of the patient 
from absorption. Entertaining these views, he first applied 
the principle of excluding the air, by an apparatus- much 
more complicated than the one in present use. M. Mais&n- 
nerve simplified and improved the apparatus by establishing 
a drain, so that in addition to excluding the air there is a 
drain for the stump. 

Iiiclosed you will find a rough drawing of the apparatus, 
taken at the bed-side, which will render its “ modus operwidi* 
intelligible at a glance. In the first place, then, it is com- 
posed of a cap of caoutchouc, or India rubber, in the shape 
of a a ordinary bell jar, of convenient size to slip over tie 
stump; leading from this cap is a tube of the same material, 
three feet in length, which opens through a stopper into a 
glass reservoir, massing out from this reservoir, through 
the same stopper, is a second tube of the same length, to 
the end of which is attached a small air-pump. These, then, 
compose the different parts of the apparatus, which M. 
MaUsan nerve calls the “ machine aspiration pneumatic.” 

When the cap is placed over the stump, and the air ex- 
hausted by the pump, the flaps are brought ipto perfect ap- 
position by the atmospheric pressure from without, and, at 
the same time, the drain is effected by the vacuum created 
in the reservoir. Here, then, we have the application of 
two principles — the exclusion of air and a drain. Now, by 
means of these principles in the application of this appa- 
ratus, it is believed that many of the accidents which fre- 
quently follow amputations, such as phlegmonous erysipelas, 
phlebitis, pyaemia, and the burrowing of pus, will be very 
much lessened, if not entirely prevented. Its action, for in- 
stance, in preventing the burrowing of pus, is easily ex- 
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plained, when it is remembered that the pressure exerted-by 
the atmosphere from without, prevents the flaps bagging , 
and retains them in such close apposition as to prevent its 
accumulation. And, in addition to this, there is the drain, 
which effectually removes all fluid# from the stump, and 
discharges them in the reservoir. In the same manner is its 
action explained in preventing phlegmonous erysipelas, 
phlebitis,. and pysemia, from the absorption of decomposing 
animal matter. But better still will be the action of this 
apparatus, if it can be made to secure union, by the first in- 
tention, in all cases, as some of its advocates anticipate. The 
“ ultima thxde ” of operative surgery will then be attained. 

* But my observation does not leaa me to believe that it will 
be eecttred in all cases. It may, perhaps, be urged, that the 
force exerted, or the pressure on the part, in the application 
of this treatment, will interfere with the circulation and 
nutrition of the limb. But the same reasoning applies to 
the application of a bandage. The force necessary to be 
used depends, in the one case as in the other, upon the judg- 
ment of the surgeon, ^fhe pressure upon the part is con- 
siderable, it is true; but applied equally, instead of being a 
di^d vantage, it has certainly acted beneficially in prevent- 
ing the usual amount of exudation and inflammatory action, 
in the cases under my observation. This, of itself, is a great 
desideratum, as the cure is hastened, and the suffering of 
the patient very much diminished. The same advantages 
could be claimed for this mode of treatment in wounds of 
the trunk. But as yet no use has been made of it, so far as 
I am aware, owing to the difficulty of making the applica- 
tion ; for if it should be applied to a wound situated there, 
its action would be similar to that of a cupping glass in dis- 
placing the soft parts, and render its adoption impracticable. 
To make the apparatus available in treating a wound, the 
part, or limb, must be surrounded by the cap, in order to 
distribute the pressure equally on all sides. 

W. J. ARMSTRONG. 
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TO OUR READERS. 

What may be said in connection with the pecuniary liabili- 
ties of our patrons, we wish read and remembered by all in- 
debted for the Journal, as addressed to each, individually. 

With this number, though not the last of the volume, we 
close the monthly issue for the year 1867 ; making twenty- 
two consecutive months, since the war, the Journal has been 
furnished, at a cost of no small amount of labor, and a 
heavy pecuniary outlay. These things are known, it is true, 
to every reader of the Journal, should his mind be directed 
to the subject, but the difficulty is, that each considers his 
indebtedness a small matter — not sufficient in amount to 
relieve the total embarrassment of the Editors — and, there- 
fore payment is postponed indefinitely. This, no doubt, is 
the real cause of delay with many, and is our charitable con- 
struction of the conduct of all ; for we would hesitate to 
believe that any member of the profession would receive 
and read the Journal regularly with the deliberate intln- 
tion of defrauding. Many, doubtless, fail to pay on account 
of doubt as to the amount due, and defer inquiries to some 
convenient time. To all such we say, if the first number 
was received in 1866, you are due this office $8 00, less the 
amount you have paid, and if your subscription commenced 
this year, you owe $4 00, unless you have paid it. When 
you have received twelve numbers, Vithout payment, and 
wish to continue, you should send us $8 00, as subscriptions 
are due in advance. 

Remember, friends, individually , that when you have re- 
ceived a volume of twelve numbers, you have appropriated 
four dollars’ worth of our property, (by our consent, of 
course,) the money for which we very much need. If all 
will determine to seud on their dues before Christmas, 
and carry out that determination, yon will nofc be incon- 
venienced by so small an amount for each, but will enable 
us to meet our engagements. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



To the Medical Faculty. 

It would be needless to expatiate to the Profession upon the 
excellent uses to whioh Wine is applied* Its members are well 
aware (to quote from the valuable writings of Profe. Wood and 
Bache, of Philadelphia,) that Wine is an important medicine, 
productive of the best f Sects in certain diseases and states of 
the system. In the oonvalesenofe from protracted fever, and in 
sinking of the vital powers, it is the oest remedy that can be 
employed. “ In certain stages of fevers, especially t ohm con- 
joined with bark, <fcc., it is often our main dependence.’* 

We can, therefore, conscientiously recommend 


HYGIENIC WINE (Imported.) 

COMPONENT FAJ3.TS. 

Vinmn Xeres . . f ,1 litre (2.11 pts.) 

Colomba. ? 1 

Gentian Lutea..". ....: 3 2 

Absinthium Art ...3 1 

Cinchon, Pulv 3 4 

Galanga gr. 24 

A Tonic of this nature, having no admixture of alcohol or 
whisky, not intoxicating in its effects , and so skillfully prepared 
has been much needed for the physician's purposes. Moreover, 
for the quality, it is the cheapest Wine in the country. Please 
try it. 

Sold by Druggists generally. 

HYGIENIC WINE CO., 

31 and 33 Broadway, N. Y., Importers. 

Turpin & King, Atlanta, Ga., Agents. 

November— ly ' . 


Essex Institute Microscopical Works. 

fOXTHS 

HIFMTIII 111 Sill Of MIClISCflritlL SUMS. 

Alphkus Hyatt, Henry Wheatland, M. D„ Edwin Bickxxll, 

Secretary. Treasurer. Preparator. 

This establishment, founded by the liberal aid of dtisens of Salem, Boston, and New York* 
has been In successful operation for one year. 

We have secured the sendees of the well-knoinr Preparator, Mr. B. Blcknell and the com- 
pleteness of our apparatus affords facilities for ths production of a style of slide Inferior to 
none, whether of native or foreign manufacture. 

We will supply suites of Histological specimens for educational purposes. 

Preparations of bone, teeth Including the jaw, shells, corals, spines, and shells of Echini or 
other hard tissues ; also thin sections of wood. 

Prep rations of Injured grain with Its tnlcrosooplcal pests, If specimens are sent or special or- 
ders given. 

Suites of specimens suitable for the beginner In microscopy, or for the connoisseur seeking 
amusement and instruction combined. 

COARSER PREPARATIONS. 

Shells and Corals fossil or reoeot, cut and polished. These show the ooluaella of the shells, 
and the cells of the coral in the most effective • ay for general study. 

Special attention given to preparations Intended for scientific Investigation. 

Catalogues sent upon application to ALPHEU8 HYATT, 

December — ly Essex Institute, Salem, Mass. 
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The next regular Course of Lectures in this Institution, will com 
on the first Monday in May next, and continue until the last of the foil 
ing August. 

The Faculty, in making this Annual Announcement, are gratified in 
ing able to state that the College building has undergone thorough rep 
and has been re-sapplied with appliances tor instruction in the various 
partments of the College. They congratulate themselves in being 
through a munificence timely bestowed, to make the necessary exp 
turee, and to place the Institution in a condition to afford the facilities 
teaching, heretofore offered to the public, previous to the war. In 
particular, the building has been restored to its former condition^. 

The Amphitheatre, so important to demonstrations in Anatomy, S 
and Obstetrics, and which was torn up during the war, has been so 
tially re-fitted, with a decided improvement in the form of construction.' 

In the Chemical Lecture-room, raised seats, affording perfect view of 
pertinents, and other figures connected with the Laboratory, have been 
placed; also, in this department, such apparatus, chemicals, etc., as 
necessary to facilitate the study of Chemistry, have been supplied, 
short, the College is tarnished in eve*y department with Apparatus, and 
other appliances required in the Institution, for thorough instruction In 
various branches connected with the study of Medicine. 

FACULTY, 

A. MEANS, M. D., Professor of Medical and General Chemistry. 

D. O. O’KEEFE, M. D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicin 
W. F. WESTMORELAND, M. D., Professor of Principles and Pr 
of Surgery. 

H. V. M. MILLER, M. D., Professor ol Obstetrics and Diseases of Wo 
and Children. 

EBEN HILLYER, M. D., Professor of Physiology. 

W. 8. ARMSTRONG, M. D., Professor of Anatomy. 

J. G. WESTMORELAND, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Th 
apeutics. 

G. S. JONES, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

N. D’AL VIGNY, M. D., Curator. 

FEES- 

For theXJoume of Lectures, „ 

Matriculation, (taken once only) . 

Dissecting Ticket, (required only once) 

Diploma Fee, • 

Preparatory and Practical Course. 

At the conclusion of the Regular Summer Session, on the first of 
tember last, a C »urte of Clinical and Prepay ory Instruction, by 
Faculty, was commenced, and will continue lilh the opening of the i 
Lectur* 8 in May next. 

Two hours a e occupied daily in Practical and Theoretical Lectam 
examinations. 

The College D ispensary and Hospital for freedmen afford an 
of Clinical mtierial 

Fee $15.00 

Board can be had at $4 to $5 per week, with lodging. 
w LG. WESTMORELAND, M. D., - 

November— 8m 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE I. 

Carbuncle : Its Pathology and Treatment. By John M. 

Johnson, M. D., of Atlanta, Ga. 

The etiology of this disease is too obscure, and our knowl- 
edge of the remote origin of it too uncertain to warrant 
even speculation on the subject. It is true that the patho- 
logical conditions surrounding it, point unmistakably to 
nervous changes, and scarcely leases room to doubt that it 
has its origin in nervous degeneration, beginning in the 
nerve colls of a particular centre, involving the ftliments 
fed by them, and on the principle of election depositing the 
waste molecular matter in the skin, where the disease mani- 
fests itself, or what is equally probable, the functions of the 
minute nerves being impaired, inertia of the capilaries may 
follow, with congestion, and carbuncle as the result. 

I have never seen carbuncle attack the thin skin. Gen* 
erally it attacks the nape of the neck, back and nates. Out 
of one hundred and thirty cases treated by me, I have never 4 
seen one on any other locality. Instances of this are given, 
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however. Boils and Erysipelas have the same pathological 
origin, and with modifications as to locality and violence, 
require the same general treatment. 

Another theory, scarcely less plausible, is the presence of 
acids, both in the nerves and fleshy substance, as a conse- 
quence of mental or physical labor too long continued, or 
under too great difficulties. We might readily trace erup- 
tive diseases, pneumonia, typhoid fever, &c., &c., ?o this 
cause, but there would be difficulty in always locating car- 
buncle in the thick skin, and scarcely even in the thin parts 
of it, by this theory. \ 

Certain it is, that preceding the developement of carbun- 
cle, there is always considerable constitutional disturbance, 
as characterized by irregular pulse, flashes of heat, scanty 
and acrid urine, or it may be abundant and clear, variable 
appetite, headache, liability to colds, restlessness, unrefresh- 
ing sleep, nervous depression, &c., <fcc. 

Carbuncle is inflammation of the true skin. It begins 
with a small red point, which rapidly swells to an enormous 
size. From the first it is pungently painful, and although 
a mere speck at the beginning, the pain embraces an ex- 
tended surface, and is of the most aggravated kind and de- 
gree. The 6kin thickens to the extent of moie than an inch. 
As it enlarges, the number of specks upon the surface in- 
creases. They discharges yellowish matter in small quanti- 
ties. These yellowish specks are found throughout the dis- 
eased skin, down to the healthy substance below, and is one 
of the prominent tests of its true carbuncul&r character. 

Treatment . — After the development of carbuncle, if there 
has been no previous treatment, catharsis should be pro- 
duced, if the bowels are sluggish, which is generally the 
case. After which : — 

— Mild Chlo. Mercury, gr. x. 

Sach. Alba., gr. x. 

Make powders, x. 

One to be given three times daily. 


# 
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9 — Muriated Tinct. Iron, 3 ii. 

Quinine, 3i. 

Mix and dissolve. Then add — 

Aqua. pura. 5 ii- 

Mix. I teaspoonful every three hours. 

In addition to this, a free crucial incision should be made 
through the thickened 6kin, and the gaping wound will make 
it apparent when you have reached the bottom ; then place 
lint between the edges and a strong ley poultice over it, and 
healthy supuration, followed by healing, will take place. 

For the purpose of perfect restoration I give for ten or 
fifteen days the following : — 

R — Strychnine, gr. ii. 

Quinine, 3i. 

Iron by Hydrogen, 3 i- 
Mix for pills, xxx. 

One, three times daily. 

I hold the belief that this family of diseases are of mala- 
rious origin, or owe their existence to like causes. 

Light, uniritating, but nourishing food, should be given, 
,with wines and cordials, if they do not disagree with the 
stomach or interfere with the comfort of the patient. 

Prof. Syme objects to stimulants in this complaint. His 
objection is not well taken. Sometimes they are inadmissi- 
ble ; generally they are useful. 


ARTICLE II. 

A Fatal Case of Unnatural Labor . — Death resulting from 
the base Mal-pragtiee of an ignorant Negro Midwife . Dr. 
W. C. Bellamy, Columbus, Qa. 

Witnessing the horrible case, a history of which I am 
about to relate, the question naturally presents itself : now 
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long will the law of the land leave the lives of valuable in- 
dividuals not only in the hands of charlatans and quacks, 
but, also, even worse, in the hands of ignorant and illiterate 
negroes? I say leave lives in their hands, for it is nothing 
more. Is it not equivalent to sanctioning it when they do 
not forbid an ignorant old negro woman set herself up 
to practice midwifery when she knows no more about the 
formation of the pelvis, (not even the meaning of the word) 
and the functions of the womb and appendages, than she 
does about manufacturing a watch? And then another 
question here presents itself : How long will it take those, 
even, who pass for intelligent white men, to learn the dan- 
ger of trusting their wives in the hands of such miserable 
creatures? You cannot find a man in the State who would 
give his watch to an old negro woman to repair ; and yet I 
am sorry to say, it is but too often the case .that they will 
allow one to deliver their wives, when they know no more 
about one than the other. 

But to the case in point, which is one of unusual interest, 
because of such rare occurrence, and so severe in its conse- 
quences. 

On Monday, October 14, I was called from dinner to see 
a negro woman in labor. On my arrival, I found her very 
iifuch exhausted, with strong, rapid uterine contractions, 
and the left arm of the child hanging out of the vagina, the 
parts very much swollen, and the child firmly impacted in 
the inferior strait and vagina. Upon inquiry, I found she 
had been in labor ever since the Saturday night previous, 
the liquor amnii having escaped at that time, and the arm 
of the child polled out by the old negro midwife in attend- 
ance, who professed to know all about it, and opposed call- 
ing in a physician, telling her all the time everything was 
progressing “ all right” 

Finding the arm out, my first impulse was to replace it, 
turn and deliver the woman. But from the violent and 
rapid contractions, swollen parts, and impacted condition 
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of the child, this was absolutely impossible. The patient, 
suffering such agony, and being so prostrated, I gave a her 
grain of morphine in a little brandy and water. Finding it 
impossible to turn the child in this condition, I thought that 
if the arm was disarticulated at the shoulder, I could then 
turn it. The child being already dead, which I have neg- 
lected before to mentidb, I felt no delicacy in taking off the 
arm, and proceeded immediately to do so. But to my dis- 
appointment, I found the difliculty not a whit removed. 
Discovering at this stage that some other means of delivery 
were necossary, and the patient anxious for rest, I gave her 
another dose of morphine and brandy, and went out in 
search of my friend and confrere, Dr. Y. II. Taliaferro, for 
assistance, and to procure craniotomy, or some other instru- 
ments. We returned together in about three quarters of 
an hour, and, after consultation, sent for Dr. M. J. Moses 
and Dr. J. J. Mason, both for assistance and on account of 
the unusual interest of the case, and Dr. Edwin DeGraffen- 
reid was also invited to witness the case. Each in turn hav- 
ing made an examination, several thought it possible to turn 
and deliver, since the arm had been disposed of and was out 
of the way, but every attempt at it proved utterly futile. 
We, therefore, decided to eviscerate the foetus, and, if im- 
possible to delivery, then to dissect it away. I, therefore, 
took a pair of craniotomy instruments and endeavored to 
puncture the chest, but the bulk of the child so totally filled 
the Vagina, whore it now was, I was unable to pass my hand 
with the instrument, to the point of puncture. I, therefore, 
requested Dr. Moses, who had a smaller hand, to make the 
puncture, which he did near the left nipple. I passed my 
hand and enlarged the opening, and extracted a small por- 
tion of the thoracic viscera, but the impaction was so close, 
I was compelled to ask the assistance of some of the other 
gentlemen with smaller hands. After having at last got 
away the thoracic viscera, the diaphragm was torn asunder 
and the abdominal viscera extracted, but still the child did 
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not collapse sufficiently to coine away. After various un- 
successful attefnpts now to deliver, we decided to decapitate 
the foetus, as we could pass our fingers around the neck. 
We, therefore, directed with the hand a pair of long bladed 
bone nippers to the neck, and after several attempts, suc- 
ceeded in cutting through the cervical vertebra, though the 
integuments were not entirely severed. This made the neck, 
however, more pliant, not so stiff, and capable of being 
bent upon the body, and after a great deal of trouble, 
time, patience, and considerable force, it was drawn forth 
with the blunt hook. After waiting a sufficient time for na- 
ture to save me the trouble, till 1 saw she would not do it, 
I inserted my hand, (this time with great case) and took 
away the placenta, which was already almost, if not en- 
tirely detached. I then, by every means I could think of 
endeavored to establish a proper contraction of the uterus- 
after the delivery, but in vain, the womb seeming to have 
lost all power to contract, and appearing to be perfectly par 
alyzed ; nor did there follow any discharge of lochia at all. 
I applied a bandage secundum artem, gave the patient a glass 
of brandy and water, 2 drachms of powdered ergot, made her 
comfortable in bed, and bade her take her rest till morning, 
it now being 9 o’clock at night, we having worked with her 
from 3 in the afternoon till that time. My professional 
friends retired, but I remained with her till morning, in 
case I might be needed. Her pulse was now very quick, 
but remarkably weak and thready, and instead of any 
nemorrhage or lochia, there was a kind of dark, sanious 
fluid slowly dripping away, and with a slight bubbling 
sound, like air passing through water, whenever she would 
move. There was extreme tenderness over the whole abdo- 
men, and- with this critical pulse, cold extremeties and great 
constipation, I feared the supervention of peritonitis, so I 
ordered : 

01. Ricini, 5 ii- 

01. Terebinth, 3 i. 

Sig. Take at once. 
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The nurses told me next morning they gave it and it ope- 
rated, but they were no less ignorant than indifferent, and I 
am not sure they told me truth. At any rate, by the middle 
of the afternoon of Tuesday following the delivery, the 
pulse had subsided somewhat, the patient was more quiet 
and rational, and apparently in a more encouraging condition. 
But from the fact that the tenderness of the peritoneum and 
the escape of that same dark, unhealthy looking fluid con- 
tinued, and no uterino contraction, or after pains, or lochia 
having come on, I very seriously feared a fatal termination. 
Therefore, after again making various vain attempts to es- 
tablish the uterine contractions and the discharge of the 
lochia, I gave her again another dose of morphine, and left 
her for a few hours. At about noon on the Wednesday fol- 
lowing her delivery, I called on my patient, and found her 
evidently rapidly sinking. She was then almost in an en- 
tirely comatose state, no contractions and no lochia having 
as yet been established. Indeed, I considered her theu be- 
yond the reach of all human aid. I, however, endeavored 
to strengthen her up, and, therefore, gave her brandy and 
water, beef tea, chicken water, Ac., and applied sinapisms 
to her wrists and ankles, which, however, produced no more 
effect than if they had been applied to a statue. Iler sur- 
face, particularly the extremeties, were now cold and 
clammy. I ordered jugs of hot water placed around her, 
with a view to warming her up, but all to no purpose. 

On Thursday at noon they sent for me, with delight telling 
me she was a great deal better. I went and found her more 
rational and intelligent, but — not better — and I told them it 
was only the bright, intelligent moments which so often 
precede a speedy dissolution. I saw that nothing could be 
done for 'her, and consequently left her. In the afternoon 
they again sent for me, telling me she was worse, and I 
went to her immediately, (not with the hope of accomplish- 
ing any good, but only to fulfill my duty to her,) and found 
her dying, and at 9 o’clock op Tuesday night, she breathed 
her last. 
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This case is recorded, not with a view of adding any im- 
provement in the method of treating such cases, for we dis- 
covered in its treatment nothing which can be ef any service 
in the treatment of similar cases. It was evidently a case 
in the management of which we could not be in the slight- 
est guided by any knowledge heretofore gained, for it was a 
case entirely peculiar to itself, and in which the physician 
had to be guided entirely by circumstances, judgment and 
common sense. There is no rule laid down in the whole 
coufsc of obstetrics that would apply to this case, nor could 
one be made. It had to be treated simply upon principles 
of common sense, and each symptom combatted as it pre- 
sented itself. Of the five physicians present, not one of 
them had ever seen a case similar to it in all respects. The 
only wonder to me in the matter is that the patient did not 
die under the operation. 

The child was a very large one, and the woman also was 
remarkably well-formed, having a very capacious pelvis and 
vagina, and the soft parts unusually elastic. I believe, had 
a physician been called at first, and before the parts became 
so much swollen and, the child so impacted, she might have 
been safely delivered. The fatal termination of this qase 
shows how reprehensible is the habit of allowing these mis- 
erable creatures to impose upon the public. They go upon 
the principles that the generality of cases go on naturally to 
a favorable termination, and yet while this is true in the 
main, they never know when they are going to meet with 
one which will not, and just so long as they are allowed to 
go on in this matter, experimenting with the lives of indi- 
viduals, just so long arc they guilty^of absolnte murder. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



Original Communications. 


469 


ARTICLE III. 

Gonorrhoea . Its Treatment. By John M. Johnson, M. D., 
of Atlanta, Ga. 

Finding myself so often foiled in the treatment of gon- 
orrhoea under the various methods proposed by authors, I 
have for many years refused to treat cases unless the patient 
would consent to go to bed, and lie there until the cure is 
effected. Not one case in fifty is, in my opinion, cured 
where the subject keeps on his feet and tries to conceaf his 
condition by attending to his business, as though nothing 
was the matter. Such cases may, after a while, get well, 
or a majority of them, but the cure is spontaneous, and owes 
very little to medication. Of the cases that do not recover 
in this way, the consequences are deplorable enough, and 
may continue through life. 

My plan of treatment is, first to put the patient in bed, in 
an airy room, and make him comfortable there ; then ad- 
minister epsom salts and calcined magnesia, equal parts, 
until the bowels are completely emptied. After which, 
$ — Pulv. Doveri, grs. xlviii, divide into equal portions, xii — 
one to be given every three or four hours until all are taken. 
If the ipecac in this preparation produces much nausea, 
then use opium or morphia in its stead. Also : 

— Acetate Zinc., grs. xii. 

Distilled Water, 5 vL 

Mix and dissolve. 

Inject half a drachm every four hours. 

# — Alum Pow’d, 3 ii- 
Toast Water, oz. 

Mix and dissolve. 

Let the patient drink this ad libitacm , when drinks are 
called for. 

The balance of the treatment consists in keeping a towel, 
wet with cold water, constantly to the penis, over the testi- 
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cles and perineum, and on no account permit him to leave 
his bed or room for sixty hours. 

After this, he will be weak, nervous, and sick at the 
stomach, but light, Well-flavored broths, coffee, tea, &c., &c^ 
will soon relieve these symptoms, and he will be as free 
from gonorrhoea as if he had never had it. 

This treatment applies more especially to receut cases, but 
will succeed, with slight changes, in all the stages of gon- 
orrhoea. Where there is persistent phlegmonous inflamma- 
tion, which Ricord meets with nitrate silver, and which, ac- 
cording to that great author, is generally the cause of stric- 
ture, and pot the powerful remedies used by him, as some 
assert, I rely instead upon cold water and opium — and I 
leave it to the candid judgment of the profession, after a 
careful trial, if the plan suggested above does not cure in 
every instance, and in one-eighth ’ of the time required bj 
his treatment. 

In extreme cases, attended with ulceration, or even exco- 
riation of the urethral surface, nitrate of silver is a most 
appropriate remedy, but I prefer the caustic bougia, be 7 
cause you can make your application directly to the lacuna 
magna, or any other part requiring it, more readily with 
the bougie than by injecting the fluid. I use an ointment 
of one grain nitrate silver to ten of fresh cerate, or lard, re- 
peated every second day, in connection with the cold water, 
opium and alum water. This latter remedy has been vastly 
overlooked as a therapeutic agent in gonorrhoea. It expands 
the urethra sufficiently for practical purposes, and leaves no 
bad effects. 


ARTICLE IV. 

Galium . By D . L. Phases, M. D., Newtonia, Miss. 
This genus probably derives its name from the Greek gakh 
(milk,) one or more species, the G. verum especially, having 
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been much used in ancient as well as modern times for fla- 
voring, coloring and curdling milk intended for cheese, and 
hence called also cheese-reunet Or the generic name may 
have come in another way from gala, the G. Aperine being 
used, as Dioscorides tells us, by the shepherds of his time as 
a filter to strain milk through, and in Sweden for the same 
purpose, as stated by Linnseus. The specific naeae of this 
last is from apairo , (to lay hold of,) the scrbo us stems, 
hirsute leaves and hooked, bristly fruit well adapting it to 
seizing and taking hairs out of the milk, and at the same 
time giving cause for the common names, cleavers, catch- 
weed, scratch-weed, &c., the fruit adhering to whatever it 
comes in contact with. This property of adhering to the 
clothes and person led the Greeks to call it philanthropan , 
man-lover. Being much relished by geese, it has received 
the name goose-grass also. The name bed-straw is doubt- 
less from the old form of the verb to strew, strow, straw, one 
of the species being much used in former times by thrifty 
English dames to strew their beds with, thus imparting a 
i pleasant fragrance. 

This genns belongs to the order Bubiacese, and has many 
properties, both medicinal and economical, in common with 
the madder. The flowering stems, with alnrn, dye yellow, 
and the roots red. These plants are used by the Indians for 
dying feathers, porcupine quills, &e. At the instance of 
the British Council of Trade, they were once cultivated like 
' madder, and yielded fourteen hundred pounds of roots to the 
acre. In passing, I cannot permit the loss of this oppor- 
tunity to say, that as they grow luxuriantly in the Southern 
States, they might be cultivated with much profit by some 
of our enterprising farmers, thus varying our crops and in- 
creasing our prosperity. 

Like madder, they color the bones of birds and other ani- 
mals feeding on them. The G. tuberosum, we are told, is 
cultivated in China for the roots, which are cooked whole, 
or after being reduced to meal ; and they are esteemed salu- 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



472 Original Coriimunications. v - 

brious. The G. Aperiae and some of the other species have 
been for ages regarded as “ purifiers of the blood,” and used? 
in the spring with that view in broths. The juice also has 
been long in use, both in Europe and America, for scrofula, 
scurvy, freckles, lepra, and cutaneous eruptions generally. 

In these affections the infusion or expressed juice is taken 
internally and applied locally. Scrofulous and other tu- 
mors are said to be promptly discussed by taking the juice 
internally and applying the bruised plant locally. Several 
species have considerable reputation in the treatment of hys- 
teria and epilepsy, as the G. verum formerly, the G. palus- 
tre in the latter affection specially and recently in France, 
and in America the G. trifidum, (G. tinctorium, L.) The 
gaKuins are said to be very valuable also in erysipelas, scar- 
latina, congestion of the spleen, spitting of blood, dysenteiy, 
and for dissolving or crumbling down urinary calculi. I 
have no experience with them in any of the above affections. 

My use of them has been in another line of practice, in 
which I have employed them, in many cases, with very de- 
cided benefit — especially the G. Alperinc, which, however, ^ 
does not grow in this latitude. It i$ found in the more 
northern of the Southern States. There are seven other spe- 
cies growing in the Southern States, most of them widely 
diffused. Nearly all possess some medicinal properties in 
common, in greater or less degree ; but as they differ in 
other respects, they should be carefully studied. As they 
are all rare in my vicinity, I have not had opportunities ' 
of observing and determining the special properties of each. 

As strong heat dissipates the medicinal properties of the 
galiums, we may thus account for the fact that some practi- 
tioners claim good results, while others pronounce them 
inert, having used inadvertently a worthless decoction. 
Cold or warm water extracts the active principle. It may 
be given in the form of expressed juice, if fresh f ^bs, if 
iuspissated, 3i., or infusion, fjij. — iv., daily, in chronic 
or subacute cases; every hour or two in those that are 
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acute, grave and attended with much febrile excitement. 

♦The infusion is made of the bruised, dry plant, 5 iv., or of 
the green, ad libitum , and water Oij. The water is better 
warm if the vessel is closely covered till cold. 

I have used the galiums in suppression of the urinary se- 
cretion, in many cases of inflammation of the kidneys, 
bladder and urethra, and in several cases of dropsy, with 
very satisfactory results. The preparations I have used 
proved powerfully diuretic and refrigerant. * In cases of 
great debility, or a feeble circulation, it might even prove 
dangerous to exhibit the medicine in large doses, unless 
cautiously guarded to prevent too much refrigerating effect. 
A year or two ago I had occasion to prescribe it for a lady 
suffering very severely with acute nephritis. She com- 
plained so much of chilliness being induced by it, that I 
had difficulty in prevailing on her to continue its use in di- 
minished doses. 

It also possesses sedative properties, but how great I can- 
not now positively state. It is a very good remedy in acute 
gonorrhcea and prostatitis; and by analogy I would infgr 
for acute inflammations generally of the mucous surfaces. 

Although I know nothing of its alleged property of dis- 
solving urinary calculi, I can very well understand how a 
careless observer might be deceived into the Ijelicf. Its 
soothing, relaxing influence, together with a copious secre- 
tion of a bland urine, is capable of removing small concre- 
tions from the kidneys and bladder, causing them to pass 
through the ureters and urethra without resistance of the 
muscles being excited. I can understand also why and 
how it might be beneficial in some hemorrhages, dysentery, 
scarlatina and other fevers, some cases of erysipelas, and 
other affections. But of these I cannot now affirm any- 
thing. Speaking of calculi, in some cases of hsematuria, 
especially in connection with pertussis, I have, under the 
use of soothing diuretics, seen the blood soon disappear and, 
then in twenty-four hours, two or three hundred calculi dis- 
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charged with the urine ; the calculi varying in size from 
that of a large grain of sand to that of a small pea. Butt 
in these I did not suspect the breaking down of larger cal* 
culi, nor do I yet believe there was anything of the kind. 


EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Paris, France, Nov. 28, 1867. 

To Editors Atlanta Medical and Surgical Journal : 

It was announced that, on the 4th instant, the course of 
lectures at the School of Medicine would commence, and 
accordingly, on the 5th I went to hear Robin, the great 
French histologist The amphitheatre was densely crowded 
with students and physicians, many of whom wero doubt- 
less anxious to hear his lecture. We were disappointed, 
hbwever, for as soon as the Professor entered and took his 
6tand, a number of the students commenced to sing, hiss 
and imitate all manner of animals, so that if one had to 
judge of his whereabouts by the sense of hearing al6ne, he 
would have supposedjiimself in a menagerie, rather than 
in an institution whore science is taught. After several un- 
successful attempts to commence, there was no alternative 
but to leave. I learned, for I did not go again, that this 
state of things continued for at least p, week. The trouble, 
it seems, was a dissatisfaction with some changes made by 
the President, whom they desired to deliver, as heretofore, 
the introductory address, in order that they might Jmve au 
opportunity to manifest their displeasure. 

During the past year there have been several deaths and 
one resignation among the members of the Faculty, in con- 
sequence of which some new men have been elected. N61a- 
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ton lectures no more. He has given up his clinic. He 
seefns to be surfeited with clinics and retires loaded down 
with honors, received from his country and the Emperor. 
Why is this ? Rumor says that he will enter politics — that 
more honors than have already been bestowed are to be 
heaped upon him by the Emperor. Be this as it may, for 
the future his valuable services are lost to the profession. 

His resignation and the death of Velpeau have within a 
few months deprived the profession here of its two greatest 
surgeons — who have not only stood at the head of their pro- 
fession in Paris for more than a quarter of a century, but 
who have by their labors and genius won an enviable repu- 
tation in every country. Prof. Jarjavy conducts the clinics 
of N61aton at the Clinique de Faculte, and Prof. Gosslin 
that of Velpeau at the Charite. 

I was present at the latter to hear the opening lecture of 
Prof. Gosslin, who referred touchingly to the memory of 
Velpeau in these words : “When I took possession,” said 
he, “of the service of surgery in this hospital, I have had 
tq be affected by all the remembrances that I met here. 
To-day, in speaking in this amphitheatre, I am still more so 
in thinking of Prof. Valpeau, who preceded me. It seems 
to me that I arA still listening to the remarkable lessons of 
this great master, of whom I had the good fortune of being 
a pupil from 1840 to 1848. Velpeau was then in the full- 
ness of his talent, which has known no decline. I was not 
a beginner, but was at a period of my studies where I could 
understand and appreciate him. Indeed, I had some ten- 
dency to official teaching, but I was far from expecting the 
perilous honor of succeeding him in the future. I then 
place myself under the patronage of Velpeau ; I will make 
efforts to imitate him. If it is not given to me to have the 
same strength of judgment and memory, I hope I shall have 
the same regularity, the same punctuality, the same con- 
sciencious discharge of duty, the same love for the patient, 
and the same zeal in teaching; and if I ever fail, the ex- 
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amples left by Velpeau will support and encourage mein 
the mission I have to fulfill.” 

I happened, very opportunely, in the lying-in-room ot 
Prof. Dupal, about two weeks since, while there were four 
cases in labor. Among them was one of more than ordi- 
nary interest. She had already been in labor more than 
forty hours. On the 6th instant, at midnight, she was 
brought in from the ward ; at 11 A. M. on the 7th the 
membranes were ruptured. The pains continued good up 
to 1£ P. M. on the 8th, when it was found upon ausculation 
that the action of the foetal heart was becoming more and 
more feeble. The condition of the woman was good, though 
she was vqry much fatigued from the protracted labor. A 
further examination, per vaginum, revealed the os uteri in- 
sufficiently dilated to admit of delivery. There were no 
cicatrices to be found there, nor did there seem to be any 
interstitial deposit, but the insufficient dilatation appeared to 
be due entirely to the loss of the bag of waters — the natural 
dilator of the os. 

Under these circumstances, two courses presented them- 
selves, viz: 1st, As the dilatation of the os was insufficient 
to admit of delivery, to let the labor take its natural course, 
and hazard the life of the child. 2d, To interfere and en- 
deavor to save the child. 

The latter, being clearly preferable, was adopted, and it 
was determined to deliver at once with the forceps. In 
order to apply them, an incision was made in the fceck of 
the uterus on both sides with a blunt pointed bistoury. Then 
the presentation being transverse, with the face to the right, 
the forceps were applied and the delivery effected at once, 
the face passing to the front under the arch of the pubis. 
The child was asphyxiated when born, but respiration was 
soon established by the ordinary means. The mother has 
entirely recovered. This favorable result to both mother 
and child proves the wisdom of the course pursued. 

In the surgical ward of the Clinique de la Faculte there 
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is at this- time a vary interesting case of popliteal aneurism, 
in the left leg of a man aged thirty-seven years. It has ex- 
isted a long time, and reached a size considerably larger 
than his two fists. Prof. Jaijavy, in whose service he is, 
treated it by digital compression of the femoral artery 
above, in order to produce coagulation of the blood in the 
sack, and thereby cure the aneurism. Compression was kept 
up for twelve hours, when all pulsation ceased. In four days 
it returned ; compression was used again for six hours. In 
fonr days after this last the pulsation returned again ; the 
compression was reapplied for four hours, which has resulted 
in the obliteration of the sack. 

\ But the most interesting feature in connection with this 
case is, that in a short time after the last compression, gan- 
grene of the integument surrounding the anenrismal tnmor 
took place at two points, exposing to view the large clot in 
the sack. Thisi result is both interesting and instructive, 
and should not be lost sight of as one of the possible re- 
sults of this method of treatment. 

Before this result the collateral circulation, in the superior 
and inferior, external and internal articular arteries of the pop- 
liteal space, was distinctly felt and well established. Nor has 
the limb below the knee suffered in the least. The slough- 
ing of the integument then, it seems, can only be attributed 
to the pressure exerted by the clot from within, preventing 
the free circulation of a supply of blood already deficient 
in quantity. 

A section of the clot presents a fine view of the success- 
ive strata of fibrin which have been deposited, their differ- 
ent thicknesses, the ease with which they separate, their 
elaoticity, &c. This tumor is diminishing in volume daily, 
under the process of suppuration, and thereby increasing 
the danger of secondary hemorrhage. In my next letter I 
will give you the result of the case. 

W. S. Abmsteong, M. D. 
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Paris, Ocr. 2, 1867. 

Dear Dootob — Though I shall always look back with sat- 
isfaction upon the months I spent in London,! find Paris 
affords incomparably greater opportunities for the study of 
those affections in which I am at present particularly inter- 
ested. The St. Eugdnie and the Hospital Des Enfants M&- 
lades, containing between them nearly a , thousand beds, are 
exclusively children’s hospitals, and in these institutions the 
amplest advantages for observing all infantile diseases are 
afforded. The Hospital Du Midi, of 340 beds, is devoted 
entirely to venereal diseases, and the St. Louis, with 700 
beds, contains at all times almost every example of cutane- 
ous affections. In the latter, venereal cases are also admit- 
ted. Besides these special hospitals, there arc eleven others 
for general diseases, making in all fifteen hospitals, with an 
aggregate of nearly twenty thousand beds. As you are 
aware, no distinction of color is observed in France, and 
daring my first visit to the St Louis I observed a fine look- 
ing mulatto man amongst Mr. Hardy’s students, and in one • 
of the wards I saw by the side of other patients a negro 
from Cuba. In this hospital there are at present two cases 
of leprosy, both in young men, and one of them from New 
Orleans. Another case of this disease, in a girl, has just 
been sent to the hospital for incurables. In all these cases 
the disease was of tropical origin. There is also iu the St 
Louis a splendid case of Elephantiasis Arabica, or Barbadoes 
leg, often erroneously called leprosy. The patient appeared 
to be in tolerable health, exhibiting, in fact, no sighs of dis- 
order, except in the lower extremeties and scrotum. The 
former are nearly as large as a man’s body, and almost as 
hard as wood. His scrotum is the size of a man’s head, in* 
dnrated, and covered with wart-like excrescences. A man 
of twenty-one or twenty-two years, without testicles and 
only the merest trace of a scrotum, and a penis the size of 
a lead-pencil and only two inches long, presents an interest 
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mg atm oi arrest of development. My attention was called 
to a woman in whom the left femur was nearly one-half 
shorter than the right, and who, notwithstanding, walked 
without perceptible limping. Being the subject of a vene- 
real affection, she was placed on a couch for examination, 
when, her extremeties being exposed, the deformity was dis- 
covered. The limb had been badly fractured in her child- 
hood, and from some cause the ends of the bone had been 
allowed to overlap and induce the shortening of the limb 
spoken of. The poor woman concealed her lameness by 
walking with the sound leg immensely bent, impelled, as 
was suggested by the surgeon in attendance, by her true 
femenine instincts to hide her deformity from the 6ex upon 
whose fancy she depended for subsistence. A case of chronic 
eczema rvbrum, in which the cutaneous affection alternated 
with a most violent and dangerous bronchitis, was shown 
me. The subject was a man beyond middle life, and the 
complaint involved both the trunk and extremeties. The 
eczema yielded somewhat readily to treatment, but no sooner 
was the skin disease subdued than the pulmonary trouble 
came on, and when that is relieved, out crops the eczema 
again. 

The treatment for itch and the remedy for favus at the 
St. Louis might be classed with the practice styled “heroic,” 
if there was anything of heroism in cramming drugs down 
a sick man’s throat or torturing him by harsh operations. 
The treatment in favus consists chiefly in epilation — the ex- 
traction of all the diseased hairs by means of forceps, re- 
peating the operation time and again ; for, unfortunately, 
the first, or second, or third, is not always rewarded with 
success. When a large portion of the scalp is affected by 
favus, and tender as it always is, you may imagine what the 
sufferings of a patient must be, subjected to Epilation. 
Prior to extracting the hairs, the scalp is rubbed with juniper 
oil, which is said to render the operation less painful. The 
after-treatment consists in daily applications of turbith 
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ointment, with attention, of course, to the general health of 
the patient. Another plan of treatment, called the u Mahon 
treatment,” to apply to the scalp, from which the hair ha? 
been closely cut and the scabs carefully removed by poal- 
tices and bathing* the following ointment: 

$ — Lard, grammes, 80. 

Soda of Commerce, grammes, la. 

Slacked Lime, grammes. 10. 

Mix carefully. 

The itch victims are treated us follows : At one 
the patients are called in the large bath-room of tl 
pital, and sometimes number fifty subjects.' Here 
required to strip, and being furnished w ith a supply c 
soap, they proceed to rub themselves with it thor 
sisting each other mutually in the proems. Having 
well anointed, they repair to w'arm baths, where the 
off the soap. They are then provided w T ith sulpl 
lime ointment, with which they anoint themselves n 
and carefully, and afterwards wash off in another 
bath, when they arc pronounced cured. The operatior 
about two hours. Many of the poor fellows are near 
from scratching when they enter the hospital, anc 
being covered with scabs, which must be remove 
detergent process, it is easy to comprehend that t 
ment is not unattended by pain, and, unfortunately, 
infallible. For a public institution where itch j 
sort in great numbers, it is probably the best pi 
ment. It is economical, saves time, and is comp 
certain ; but in private practice I should always gr 
fer the simple warm bath and custile soap, followed : 
wards by sulphur ointment. 

A singular example of the influence of the ima 
upon the physical system occurred in this hosp 
days ago. One of the patients laboring under 
had a hemorrhage from the nose which resistc 1 
remedies and was becoming alarming? Tn 
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seemed to be in imminent danger. Plugging the nose was 
resolved upon, the nature of the process was explained to x 
him, and the sponge, cat gut, etc., exhibited. The young 
man was so much alarmed at the thought of having to sub- 
mit to so formidable a procedure, that the epistaxis ceased 
at once) and after three days iias not returned. 

An operation intended to supersede paraeentisis was per- 
formed in one of the hospitals here a few days since. A 
patient laboring under general dropsy, in which the en- 
croachment of the flnid upon the lungs was causing embar- 
rassed respiration, was punctured in fifty or sixty places 
upon the abdomen and legs, with temporary relief. The 
punctures were made with an exploring needle, and only 
extended through the skin. Serum began at once to exude, 
and continued to flow for many hours, during which the 
subsidence of the edema of the face, limbs, and scrotum, 
was most striking, and with it the breathing became easy. 
The patient seemed not to suffer from the operation. 

The physicians here are using, with much eclat, a new 
remedy in the treatment of ulcers, chancres, and such cases 
— iodoform. It is a yellowish powder, consisting of small 
shining crystals, resembling those of sulphur. Its odor is 
that of iodine, and is so persistent, that, having taken some 
of it into my fingers at 9 o’clock in the morning, it was dis- 
agreeably perceptible at bed time that night, notwithstand- 
ing repeated ablutions. It is claimed for this remedy that 
while it possesses all the curative powers of iodine, it is 
painless in its action — in truth is an anesthetic. Wonderful 
accounts of it$ efficacy are related, but I am not able to 
speak of its merits from any personal observation. Like 
chloroform, which lay long idle after its discovery, iodoform, 
tbpugh long known to chemists, is now for the first time at- 
tracting attention as a curative agent. It would be sin- 
gular if it should attain the distinction to which its confrere 
has risen. 

I have bceu gratified to find that specialism is as tho- 
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roughly discountenanced by the profession in this great 
metropolis as it is in London, and that a medical man who 
proclaims himself, through the press or by private cards, a 
candidate for practice in any exclusive class of diseeses, 
places himself beyond the pale of regular medicine. Not 
that devotion to special branches of the art is discounte- 
nanced, for in this way it is now acknowledged the greatest 
advances in medicine are made; but the candidate for pub- 
lic favor must pursue the legitimate channels of the pro- 
fession. If he writes good books, like Ricord, and proves 
himself a master of his subject, the profession will honor 
him as their leader. Our countryman, Dr. Marion Sims, 
has won an enviable distinction by his writings and by his 
skill in uterine surgery, and is reaping an ample harvest of 
fame and fees. Mr. Ereomus Wilson, Dr. Tilbury Fox, and 
Mr.' Milton, of London, are all distinguishing themselves in 
the line of cutaneous diseases, and all in a way to command 
the respect and admiration of their brethren. But adver- 
tising doctors are repudiated and scouted. They are as- 
signed to the same category with “ Indian Doctors,” “ Cancer 
Doctors,” and dealers in clairvoyance and spiritualism. 

Yours truly, L. P. Y., Jb. 


Pabib, Rtje Jacob, Oct. 10, 1807. 

Mr Dear Doctor — For nearly two months I have done 
no work in the field of medicine, but have beeri pleasantly 
idling about in flat Holland, and strange Germany, and 
grand Switzerland, and famous Belgium, and beautiful 
France ; seeing the many sights and wonders of art and na- 
ture with which this part of the old world abounds. I have 
just returned to Paris, and have not yet had time to get to 
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work in the hospitals sufficiently to be able to send you 
anything of professional interest, bnt I fear if I postpone 
much longer the pleasant task of communicating with yon, 
I shall be suspected of having lost sight of medicine. 

While in Switzerland, I had an opportunity of seeing 
something of Goitres and Cretinism, and possibly my ob- 
servatians may be of interest to you. The first town where 
I observed goitres was Martigny, a small village of two 
thousand inhabitants, situated at the head of the valley of 
the Rhone. The number of persons affected with goitres, 
and the number of idiots, dwarfs and deformed people in 
Martigny, and the country surrounding it, and the villages 
near .by, is really appalling; and it seemed to me that one- 
fourth of the natives that we encountered had goitre to a 
greater or lees extent. In a little village near Martigny I 
eounted four idiotic children in one group, and a short dis- 
tance off saw two others vacantly staring from windows. 
Goitre was apparently more common among women than 
among men, though exceedingly frequent in the latter. The 
largest tumors that I observed were larger than a man’s 
head. They were not invariably of regular shape, and 
were sometimes multiple. Most frequently, however, the 
tumor was single, hanging down from the centre of the 
neck, extending equally on either side. In some cases the 
tumors were lobhlated, and in several in stances I observed 
a tumor on either side of the neck as large as my fist. It is 
probable I did not see the worst cases, as I only came in 
contact with those who were able to labor, and were, there- 
fore, out of doors. This disease seemed to be confined to 
the inhabitants of the valleys, who are an exceedingly dimin- 
utive and miserable looking race of people, with sthall legs 
and diminutive faces, reminding me of the description of 
Barney Sniffle in “ Georgia Scenes,” who, yon remember, 
“lived upon red clay in the wintertime, and blackberries 
in the summer.” They have the complexion of the people 
from the Red River bottoms, or from the swamps of South 
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'<r>»iiuH, or the pond settleioants near Lonievtlla. Huy 
•v <■■■ chilly-looking people, bilious-looking people, and the 
i .a of their U>diea expressed as clearly as if written 
"i legible diameters that they were the subjects of mias- 
o.itu; p>is>n; and in a conversation upon the subject with 
a i exceedingly intelligent Euglishmau, I learued that they 
Btilfercd terribly from fever and ague, and other forms of 
uia'arial disease. "" 

file origin of goitre is still a matter of uncertainty among 
medical men. and is, I believe, generally ascribed to the 
water used by the people, or to the impure air of their 
tiltliy, overcrowded, and ill-ventilated log eabins. The val- 
leys of the Rhone, and the other rivers of Switzerland, are 
composed of alluvial material, consisting of debris brought 
down from the mountains year after year. It is stated that 
the valley of the Rhone has gaiued about a mile aad a half 
iu length since the time when Julios Caesar marched about 
this couutry. As you are aware, the Rhone empties into 
Lake Geneva. It is the fiercest little river imaginable, and 
dashes along like a horse running away. Its waters an al- 
most milky in color, from the particles of granite and other 
rocks which they carry along with them, and every moment 
in the day it is tumbling its heaps of debris into, the lake. 
At one period the greater portion of these valleys > was little 
more than useless marshes, ever breeding peeUlenee, but by 
a system of drainage, and by walling the rivare-Hvao as to 
confine them to narrow bade, these indefatigable little bas- 
baudmea have converted the waste and poisonous marshes 
into arable land, on which my delighted eyes saw field# of 
Indian eorn ! With the improvement of the land, a corre- 
sponding diminution of disease among the people has oc- 
curred. Goitre, cretinism, &e., are less prevalent now than 
iu days gone by, and I am impr e ssed with the belief that 
this improvement is owing to the draining of the valleys 
and that goitre is probably of malarial origin. From the 
history of the caaes-of lepraay which 1 saw ia London, and 
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from what I have read on the subject, I am inclined to be- 
lieve that that disease, too, is of malarial origin. As the 
cause of neither disease is known, let ns say that a vegetable 
parasite, toe prodeet of vegetable decomposition, being taken 
into the system, is deposited, in one instance, in toe thyroid 
gland, and -is developed into a fungus of considerable size; 
and in toe other is deposited in toe skin and oellular tisane, 
causing the tumors, nodules, etc., observed in leprosy. This 
would be a very satisfactory explanation to at least non- 
profeasional readers. I only suggest the idea, and will not 
attempt to elaborate it ; nor am 1 willing to eay such is my 
settled opinion. The water of both the larger and lesBer 
mountain streams is of a muddy, whitish color, and when 
held in a glass vessel between you and the son, yon-see in- 
numerable particles of granite, etc., glistening in it, and 
upon drinking some of it, I imagined it made my throat 
feel gritty. Its long-oontinued aae as a beverage I am sure 
would produce sand-bars in the stomach, and from never 
having heard of any such cases, I am compelled to believe 
these people either filter this water, or else allow it to settle 
before nsing-it. 

Paris is stHl crowded with people. The weather is raw 
and cold, and it rains every day. N61ston has given up 
teaching and retired from practise, I am told, and it is said 
the Emperor is going to make him a Peer of Franae. In 
the two large, hospitals devoted to infantile diseases, and in 
those devoted to skis diseases and syphilis, I shall find ample 
work to interest me in Paris as long as I can spare the time 
to stay, and, as often as possible, I shall drop yon a line 
abent Paris phytic. Truly years, L. P. Y., Js. 


Paeis, November 10th, 1867. 
Dr*b Doctor- — You must have remarked how busy death 
has been in the last few months, among the renqwned names 
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of oar profession. Lawrence, Faraday, Roetan, Trauasoau, 
Velpeau, all have departed in a brief period from the scene 
of their labors. Faraday, though not a physician, had con- 
nected himself to the profession by his applications of electri- 
cal science to Medicine, in a way to rank him among the 
contributors to Medical Science. Foremost among the phy- 
sicists of his day, his name will go down to future ages in 
British history, along with those of Sir Isaac Newton and 
Sir Humphrey Davy. In his hands the science of electricity 
baa received a new momeuclature and a new form, and in 
this field, as well as in the charm of his popular discourses, 
he has hardly left his equal behind him. 

His countryman, Sir William Lawrence, who dfed on the 
15th of July, at the advanced age of eighty-four, was not 
less distinguished among the Surgeons of his times. Sir 
William, after spending seven year g and a half at a Classical 
School, was apprenticed to Mr. Abernathy, in whose house 
he became an inmate, and so impressed war his teacher by 
the seal and talents he displayed in his anatomical pursuits 
that in the third year of his apprenticeship he appointed 
him demonstrator of anatomy. For twelve year* he con- 
tinued to labor in this position. In 1818 he became assis- 
tant Surgeon to St. Bartholomews ; aad was not fall Surgeon 
till 1884, when he was 41 years of age. In 1816- he wss 
chosen one of the professors of anatomy to the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons, at which he delivered the lectures tor four 
years. His connection continued with St. Bartholomew’s 
until nearly the time of his death. For a long period be 
was also connected with the Eye Infirmary at Moorfields, 
and was Surgeon to the Royal Hospitals of Bridwell aad 
Bethlehem. Few professional men, in fact, have held office 
in more public institutions, and rarely has an officer dis- 
charged his duties with greater ability. Yet he has not es- 
caped censure, and more than once he was involved in ex- 
citing controversies with his colleagues and the officers of 
hospitals and colleges. On one occasion, When delivering 
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the Hunterian Oration before the College of Surgeons, his 
line of remarks produced a storm of indignation in his au- 
ditory. He has undertaken to defend some unpopular acts 
of the Council of the College, which he had been heard years 
before fiercely to denounce. The indignation of those Sur- 
geons who had listened to him then was intense, hut the ora- 
tor was unmoved in the fiercest of the storm, and his elo- 
quence finally triumphed. When he had allowed his audi- 
ence to exhaust their displeasure, he proceeded to conclude 
his address iti a peroratide which called forth the plaudits of 
his oratory. 

Sir William Lawrence had a more unfortunate controver- 
sy with his old friend and preceptor, Mr. Abernathy. In a 
course of lectures which he delivered before the College of 
Surgeons on the Natural History of Man, he advocated doc- 
trines not deemed orthodox, and Mr. Abernathy replied to 
them, attempting to show that they favored materialism. 
But the blunt, conscientious old Surgeon was no match in 
eloquence and power for his former pupil. Lawrence tri- 
umphed as a controversialist, but was defeated in the end. 
The discussion attracted public attention to the obnoxious 
doctrines and he was called upon by the authorities of Beth- 
lehem and Bridwell Hospitals to resign His appointment at 
those institutions. He did not resign, however, but recant- 
ed, and, what is still more damaging to his character, bought 
up all the copies of his condemned book and sent them ov6r 
to America. The cordiality between him and Mr. Abernathy 
was never restored. 

It is painful to refer to these short-comings of a man so 
distinguished for his talents and for his honorable labors as 
a Surgeon, but it is due to the truth of history that the foi- 
bles of his character should be given along with its elevated 
qualities. 'No where in the civilized world will any Surgeon 
hear of the death of Sir William Lawrence without feeling 
that one of the great lights of Surgery has gone out. FevT 
British Surgeons have written more extensively, and on all 


Digitized by CaOOQle 



488 European Correspondence. 

the subject of. -which he has treated he has written ably and 
well. I make no exception of the unlucky volume which 
called forth the fierce animadversions of Hr. Abernathy, and 
I believe . after men have had leisure impartially to examine 
its doctrines they will generally agree in acquitting it of those 
infidel tendencies of which it was accused when it first ap- 
peared. Certainly it is a volume of unusual force of thought 
and eloquence of style, and places its author among the fore- 
most thinkers of his age. 

As an orator, those who have heard Sir William Lawrence, 
agree that in manner, substance, and expression he had 
hardly a superior in Great Britain. As a Surgeon he was 
placed by public opinion at the head of all his predecessors 
at St. Bartholomews, the illustrious Pott aloue excepted. 
As an operator, though surpassed by Cooper, and it may be 
by a few others, be ranked amongst the most dextrous of his 
day. Aud if in his publie life his course sometimes gave 
color to the charge that “ his principles were somewhat lax, 
his heart was somewhat cold,” no one who knew him per- 
sonally will deny that in all the relations of private life be 
was most estimable and affectionate. I can never forget the 
cordial terms in which I have heard his warm hospitality, 
his blandness and oourtiousness of manners, his interest in 
young strangers, and his kindness to his patients described 
by our young countrymen who bore letters of introduction 
to him. 

The face of Sir William Lawrauee denoted intellectual 
power. His forehead was high and broad, Jris mouth large 
and expressive, his chin massive, indicating firmness of will 
His eyes were blue, inclining to gray, and suggested the idea 
of coldness and sagacity. He had a vigorous frame, well- 
developed, and was in person above the middle height. 
Early in life he suffered from an attack of facial paralysis, 
which distorted his features for a time, but be obtained relief 
from it by abstinence -and the lose of blood. Several times 
afterwards he had paralytic seizures in different limbs, but 
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they yielded without treatment to the force of his excellent 
constitution. About two years ago bis powers of locomotion 
became seriously impaired, and be was threatened with hemi- 
plegia, bnt after a time he rallied so far as to resume a por- 
tion of his professional duties. At last the brain gave way, 
he became suddenly hemiplegic on the right side, and lost 
the po^er of speech. He broke down in the Council Chamber 
of the College of Surgeons. Despite the affection of the brain 
which palsied his right Bide, his splendid intellect remained 
unimpaired to the last, and though unable to' utter his 
thonghts ho manifested a pleasure in the conversation of his 
family and the friends admitted to his bed-side until within 
a few hours of his death. 

Sir William Lawrence lived in a style which in our coun- 
try would be called princely. Ho wa 3 more fortunate or 
more wise than bis renowned cotemporary, Sir Charles Bell, 
who with all his rare ability died poor and almost broken- 
hearted. He emnlated that other great light of British Snr- 
gery, Sir Astley Cooper, who with his great honors accnmn- 
lated also great wealth. The country seat at which Sir. Wil- 
liam spent his evenings was described many years ago by a 
near relative In a letter from London to the Louisville Journ- 
al. My kindman was then a young man pursuing his Medi- 
cal studies abroad, and after speaking of the address and 
personal appearance of Sir Lawrence, he went on to say: 
“ I found Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence in one of their most splen- 
did green-houses. This was the first country seat I had visit- 
ed in England, and truly I can say I never set foot on a more 
lovely spot. Mr. L’s entire possessions embrace about fifty 
acres, and cost him a fraction under $175,000. Ton ap- 
proach the house through rows of ancient and full-foliaged 
elms, whose branches almost sweep the ground. Entering 
the hall you find yourself surrounded on all sides by statues 
of Apollo, Diana, the Graces, Ac. On yonr right is the 
superb library, the entire side of a room fifty feet long cov- 
ered from the ceiling to the floor with choice ahd elegantly 
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bpund books. Standing in front of the green-booae I en- 
joyed one of the most enchanting views that I ever expect 
to behold. The conservatory, with its many thousand feet 
of glass, and dowers filling the air with fragrance ; the sta- 
tues of the Divinities cast in metal or cut in marble ; the 
fountains throwing up their jets of clear water in the same ; 
the stately mansion, the venerable elms, the lake, the grot- 
toes, and the grand old cedars of Lebanon form a picture of 
surprising beauty and magnificence.” 

Yelpeau died in Paria'on the 24th of August. It is an in 
terestiug coincidence that he dosed his brilliant career while 
the International Medical Congress was holding its sessions 
in the Ecole de Medici oa. Among the delegates from various 
parts of the world, there were many of his former pupils in 
that body who had thus an opportunity of paying their last 
respects tp the remains of their venerated teacner. His fun- 
eral was an imposing one. All sections of the Institute of 
France were largely represented ; the National Guard with 
muffled drums marched in the procession ; colleagues, pupils 
and hundreds of the working people swelled the throng, and 
the full choral service at St. Thomas d’Aquin was performed 
in its most impressive stylo. The testimony of the common 
people to his worth was afiecting. I have sepn it stated that 
a poor woman, on being asked if she knew Yelpeau, ex- 
claimed with tears iu her eyes : “ Yes, upon my word ; and 
he was very good, and very celebrated.” Ilis goodness was 
first in the minds of the poor, whp had 60 often experienced 
his gentleness and skill at La Charite. . Nelaton, who had 
long been his associate pronounced his eulogium, and gave 
to tiie assembled multitude a sketch of his life. 

Velpeau was born at Br6che, May 18th, 1795, age} was at 
the time of liis death 72 years old. The son of a farrier, or 
blacksmith, he learned to read in the corner of the forge, in 
the intervals between slioeing horses. When he had accu- 
mulated a little money he went to Tours, where he attracted 
the attention of Betorneau, and was, through liis influence, 
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m%de m interne to the Hospital, then filled with woudded 
soldiers from Napoleon’s battle-fields. In 1820 he made his 
way to Baris. He won a prize the year following and was 
made demonstrator of anatomy. In 1823 he was made Doc- 
tor of Medicine, and by coucowa became Surgeon-in-Chief 
to La Petic in 1830. In 1821 he succeeded to the chair just 
made vacant iu the Institute of France by the death of the 
immortal Baron Larrey. Like Ambrose Pare, he rose from 
the humblest ranks to be a power in France, without eyfr 
once leaving Ins profession to mingle in politics. Of all the 
Surgeons of whom France can boast he was the most famil- 
iar with the medical literature of other countries. And well 
did his colleague say, addressing his inanimate remains : — 
“Velpeau, you have a great name. You have taught a 
grand lesson — that by unceasing work, with high sense of 
duty, a man may, without help, in spite of privations and 
difficulties, achieve true greatness*” 

It would be interesting to compare and contest the char- 
acters of the great surgeons of France and England, who 
within so short a time of each other have been summoned 
from their earthly fields of labor ; bat I must not occupy your 
space with more than a few words on the subject. In aspect 
and manner, few men wore more unlike than Lawrence and 
1 Velpeau. Sir William belonged to the Old School of gen- 
tlemen. Velpeau retained through life the impress of his 
birth and origin, and always resembled a country farmer. 
But if his head and face gave less promise than the impos- 
ing physiognomy of the Englishman, he certainly used his 
brain to greater advantage. He could never have written 
the “ Natural History of Man,” but his rival has left behind 
him no work equal to Velpeau's great Operative Surgery. 
With far more genius and better opportunities in youth, 
Lawrence accomplished less than Velpeau, because he lacked 
the earnestness, the undivided zeal, the indomitable industry 
of the “ farrier of France.” With Velpeau’s Inflexible will 
and singleness of aim, there is not a point in the profession 
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toVhich he might not have risen, and with all John Hun- 
ter’s powers — incomparably more than his learning — he 
might to-da} have ranked first of English surgeons. The 
lesson is instructive. But I must pass to more practical 
subjects, and so bring my letter to a close. Our country- 
man, Dr. Marion Sims, has won a great reputation in Eu- 
rope ; he is now one of the medical celebrities of this great 
Ihedical emporium. He has made a decided improvement 
In the speculum , and now uses only the one of his own in- 
vention. He prefers light entering his room from a single 
window directly at his back, and insists on the evacuation 
of the rectum previously to introducing tlie instrument, A 
table four feet long and covered with a blanket is better 
than a bed or couch. Instead of the back, he has his pa- 
tients to lie on the left side, diagonally to the table ; spine 
straight with the head, which may be slightly raised, but 
not the shoulders; chest prone on the table; arms wide 
apart and not under the body. The thighs a e to be bent 
apart at right angles to the body, and legs at a similar angle, 
an assistant raising the feet slightly. A small table, a little 
higher than the other, is convenient for this purpose. In 
this position, the epigastrium is lower than the pelvis, and 
the Waist being unncompressed, the abdominal viscera grav- 
itate forwards and downwards, and allow air to enter the 
vagina with the speculum. Dr. Sims ascertains the size, po- 
sition, and direction of the womb, the patient lying on her 
back. The left under finger is introduced, while palpation 
is used with the right hand, pressing down the uterus. Be- 
fore introducing tent, syringe or knife into the womb, he 
fixes the cervix with a tenaculum, after introducing the 
speculum, by which he can draw the organ down and see 
into the cavity. He calls his instrument the dnckJritt epecur 
T/um. 

Of Cholerp . — While it must be confessed that we have 
not made as great advances in the cure of cholera as might 
have been hoped from the amount of professional talent be- 
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stowed upon the subject, there can be no doubt that fftuch 
b&s been achieved in the way of prevention. No more sig- 
nal service, in fact, has of late years been rendered by our 
profession to humanity than the tracking of this disease 
from point to point, and thus determining the mode by 
which it may be arrested and averted. I see it stated in 
Ute journals that the Paunjaub has ju3t been saved from a 
visitation of the epidemic. Five years ago the troops and 
prisoners there were decimated by the pestilence. Among 
the sanitary precautions used were preventing large gather- 
ings of people, and sending troops and convicts into camps. 
I well remember the success with which a similar practice 
was pursued on the plantations of Kutherford county, Ten- 
nessee, when cholera prevailed there in 1849. So soon as a 
case of the disease showed itself in a family, the houses 
were deserted, and masters and slaves betook themselves to 
tents in the fore^s, and hardly ever was there any renewal 
of the epidemic. There can be no doubt that safety in cholera 
consists in flight from the centres of the poison, or by sani- 
tary measures, preventing its evolution. 

Odd Members . — Sir James Y. Simpson stated at a late 
meeting of the Obstetrical Society of Edinburgh, that he 
had seen ir. his practice in that city seven cases of intra^ 
uterine amputation, all of the left arm, with rudimentary 
fingers exiting; and he remarked that it was almost uni- 
versally the left arm that was missing in these cases of odd 
members. Some years ago Prof. Simpson calculated that if 
this deformity occurred as often elsewhere as in Edinburgh, 
which was probably the fact, there must be from forty to 
fifty thousand such left-handed individuals in the world. 
The fact of the embryo generally lying on the left side 
might account for the left arm amputations. He related the 
case of a girl who had neither arms nor legs, residing in the 
Highlands of Scotland, and also that of a graduate of the 
University of Edinburgh, without arms, who wrote his ex- 
ercises with his feet. In Antwerp, a few weeks ogo, I saw 
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* 

a man without arms, who had made himself a painter, hold- 
ing his brush in his toes. His touch was wonderfully deli- 
cate and his accuracy extraordinary. 1 am not sure whether 
he was born without arms or had lost them from injury. 

Aneesthetics . — In a few places in the world there is still a 
contest between ether and chloroform as anaesthetics. — 
Nearly everywhere ether has been thrown into the Bhade by 
its rival, but in Lyons, as in Boston, it has held no ground 
as the safer of the two. A death from ether, however, 
having taken place in Lyons this summer, a discussion arose 
on the facts of the case at the Academy of Medicine, which 
will be likely to rouse public judgment on the subject. A 
woman of a delicate Constitution inhaled ether to allow Of 
the application of an orthopedic apparatus for some de 
formity of the foot, and died under its influence. In the 
discussion to which the case gave rise, it appeared that since 
the profession of Lyons had resolved to adhere to ether, no 
less than seven deaths had resulted from its administration, 
while in Paris, in the nineteen years during which chloro- 
form has been in use, over a much wider range of cases, the 
casualties have been no greater. The use of anaesthetics 
seems to be more universal in Europe than in our country, 
and professional opinion leans more and more to the pro- 
priety of their administration. . The danger from chloroform 
is regarded as trifling, provided it is not given too freely at 
once, but the patient is brought very gradually under its in- 
fluence. L. P. Y., Jr. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE I. 

Iiubiacezt: By D. L. Phares, M. D., Newtonia, Miss. 

This order contains about 250 genera — some of them of 
much importance in commerce, medicine, or the arts. In the 
Southern States we have 22 indigenous, and several exotic 
genera ; among the latter, I may be permitted to mention 
the beautiful everygreen shrub, Gardenia florida, (Cape Jes- 
samine) with its very fragrant flowers. In this order are 
comprised also the Cinchona, (the various species of Peruvian 
bark) the Cephaelis Ipecacuanha, the OofFea Arabica, &c. 
The farmers of Florida and Southern Texas should give the 
Coffee plant a very careful and faithful trial as a field crop ; 
and they would no doubt find it very remunerative. In this 
paper, I propose to notice very briefly only the medicinal 
plants of the order found in the Southern States. 

Suborder I — Coffees. 

I. Rubia — ( Ruber , red.) Madder. 

R. tinctorum, (R. tinctoi ia, L.) This plant has been in- 
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troduced and cultivated to a limited extent in Borne of tbe 
Southern States, aild its culturd cquld be much extended 
with profit to the farmer. It is a very important commer- 
cial article, the root furnishing almost every shade of red, 
purple, orange, yellow and brown dye, to almost black, ac- 
cording to the different modes of treating it Taken into the 
stomach, it reddens the milk, urine and bones ; the bones 
nearest the heart, and of young animals most. Medicinally, 
it was much employed by the ancients, and is noticed by 
Hippocrates, Galen, Dioscorides, and others, as valuable in 
jaundice, visceral affections generally, and all conditions re- 
quiring a diuretic. Many moderns have tried it Cullen 
and others deny that it lias any medicinal properties what- 
ever. Home, B. S. Barton, Dewees, and others, commend 
it highly as an emmenagogue. When given at the near ap- 
proach of the menstrual period, Dr. Dewees assures us that it 
is safer and more useful than any other emmenagogue medi- 
cine. He directs a pint of boiling water poured on an ounce 
of the powered root and a scruple of bruised cloves, and 
gently simmered fifteen minutes, of which, when cool and 
strained, the dose is a wineglassful every three or four hours. 
The dose of the powdered root is 3ss-ij. every three or 
four hours. I have not tried it in my own practice, but I 
have no doubt of its valne in a recent state and prepared at 
a moderate temperature under cover. The Hindu practi- 
tioners employ B. cordifolia as an aperient, emmenagogue, 
and in cases of scanty or suppressessed lochia. 

II. Galium. 

This genus was noticed in the January number of this 
Journal — 7th volume. 

IH. Cephalanthus. (J{ephale y head, and aiithos , flower.) 

C. occidentals. Globe Flower, Button Bush, Elbow Bush, 
Pond Dogwood, Bois do Marais, Americanische Weissban, 
&c. This 6hrnb is common, and is found in low wet places 
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shallow ponds, and on banks of streams. The whole plant 
is bitter, bat the bark of the root is the most valuable part. 
It is diuretic, aperient, pectoral, tonic, febrifuge. By the 
aborigines and subsequently by the whites it was used with 
much success in intermittent and remittent fevers. But it 
seems to be valuable mainly in cases of obstinate chronic 
cough, with emaciation, in which other remedies exert little 
or no beneficial effect. Many remarkable cures of eases of 
this kind have occurred under its use in decoction, syrup, or 
tincture. My own experience with it is limited. For de- 
coction, use two ounces to the pint of water ; the dose being 
5 i-ij. three to six times a day for cough ; every two honrs 
daring the intervals of intermittent. The syrnp, or ticture 
may be made of any convenient • strength, and the dose pro- 
portioned as abov e. 

IV. Mitch h.i.a. 

M. repeus. Partridge Berry, Goose Berry, Chicken Berry, 
Deer Berry, One Berry, Winter Clover, Sqnaw Vine, &c. 
This little plant is evergreen, the stems and older leaves ly- 
ing flat on the ground, and in many places forming a com- 
plete carpet. The leaves are roundish, ovate, flat, coriaceous, 
dark green, often mottled, shining above, sometimes purple 
beneath; the corals usually within, two in each ovary; the 
doable drupe crowned with the calyx teeth of the two flow- 
ers ; fruit edible, pleasant, rather incipid, scarlet. The plant 
is abundant in the forests, ’and is found from 28° to 69® 
North latitude. The whole plant is medicinal, yielding its 
virtues to water and alcohol. It is astringent, diuretic, tonic, 
nervine. Its action is directed specially to the genito-urina- 
ry organs. It is used with good results as a diuretic in rheu- 
matism, gout, dropsy and suppression of urine. It is very 
valuable as a tonic, astringent and sedative in Gonorrhse, 
gleet and prostatorrhcea, curing speedily many of these cases 
without the assistance of any other remedy. It is useful in 
dyenria and diarrhoea. Its soothing astringent properties 
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render the aqueous extract valuable in treating excoreations, 
chaps, sore nipples, &c. It is an excellent uterine tonic, 
frequently order the hot infusion, or decoction, as a vehicle 
for Dr. Falk’s Tinctura Antacrida, s ) much launded some 
years ago by the late Dr. Fenner, of New Orleans, in the 
treatment of dysmenorrhesa and lues venerea. It is greatly 
esteemed among the Indians, who use it for some weeks be 
fore confinement as a partite praparatio. I have used it 
much for this purpose. It acts as a soothing, uterine tonic, 
allays nervousness, cramps and other unpleasant symptoms, 
and seems to put the whole parturient apparatus in the best 
condition for labor, by using internally three or four times a 
Jay for three or four weeks before confinement. I have 
many times prescribed it where ladies were delicate, nervous, 
excitable, and have previously had difficult, painful, tedious 
labors and slow recoverys — always with happy results. In 
some of these cases where there is very great nervousness 
and uueasiness about convulsions, I order with this medicine 
some preparation of cimicifuga. The infusion of Mitchella 
makes a pleasant tea of which I direct from two to six ounces 
thrice daily, using an ounce of the drug to a pint of boiling 
water. 

I feel a peculiar interest in this modest little plant, as the 
first, which, in my boyhood, on my first solitary botanical 
excursion into the forests, with Eaton’s “ Manual” in hand, 
i analysed and determined. As I have by many trials and 
much experience become better acquainted with its proper- 
ties, and especially with the benefits it has conferred on 
“ God’s best, best gift to man,” my favorable regard for it 
has grown not a little. 

Y. CniococcA. Cahinca, Cainca, Snow Berry. 

C. racemosa. This plant is found in South* Florida ; but 
the roots found in the shops are obtained from the West 
Indies and South America. The root is the part used, though 
the bark is the only valuable portion. It has a disagreeable 
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odor and a coffeo-like taste, degenerating into a nauseous 
pungency. It is tonic, diuretic, emetic, purgative. In large 
doses it is a violent emetic and drastic purge. In small doses 
it stimulates the circulation, relaxes the bowels, promotes 
diuresis and diaphoresis. In Brazil it is used as a remedy 
for bites of poisonous reptiles, though another species growing 
there is prepared for this purpose. It is reputed useful in 
osteocepus, syphilis, rheumatism, amenorrhoea and dropsy. 
In the last, several practitioners have used it successfully in 
many casps. Like other drastic purgatives, we might expect 
it to induce sometimes the catamenial discharge. In its 
effects it resembles Senega a little, and Apocynuin much 
more. It is a powerful agent and requires further careful 
trials ; which it is hoped it will have in the hands of fhc 
physicians ot Florida. The dose in powder is gr. xx to lx., 
but it may be given in tincture, decoction, or extract gr. x- 
xxx. It requires more than simple infusion to extract its 
properties. 


SuUORDER II — ClNCIIONE.E. 

VI. Finckkteya. Georgia Bark, Bitter Bark, Fever Tree. 

P. pubens is found in South Carolina, Georgia and Florida, 
along marshy banks of streams. It is closely allied to Cin- 
chona, and is a bitter tonic. The bark has been long used 
in domestic practice with reported success in intermitted fe- 
ver. Dr. Law, many years ago, reported seven cases in which 
he used it, and that in six it was perfectly successful. It did 
not distress the stomach even in doses of one ounce. It may 
be used in all respects as Cinchona, especially the pale, which 
it closely resembles in properties and action, and for which 
it is regarded by some as an excellent substitute. A full re- 
port on its properties and value as a remedial agent from 
personal observation by 6ome of our Georgia friends would 
be very acceptable, or from any other source. 
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VII. Exostemma. 

E. Caribseum is found in South Florida. Several foreign 
species are known in commerce and have bitter febrifuge 
bark. The capsules of this species before quite ripe, are 
very bitter, and the juice causes a burning, itching of the 
lips. The bark is febrifuge, and when fresh emetic. The 
taste at first mucilaginous, sweetish, becomes afterwards bit- 
ter and disagreeable. This plant is worthy of farther trial* 

Psychotria lanceolata and P. undata, found ftl South 
Florida, should be examined, as the tropical species, P. 
emetica, has the same properties, and in about the same pro- 
portion a» Ipecacuanha. 

Some species of Randia also grow in South Florida, and 
may be found, on trial, as valuable as the R. dumetorum, 
which the Hindoo physicians consider their best env'tic. They 
use the bark and pounded meat. The braised fruit is em- 
ployed also for intoxicating fish. 

Several species of Oldenlandia are found from North Caro- 
lina southward 10 the Gulf of Mexico, and west to the Mis- 
sissippi river. In India, the O. nmbellata is used in pectoral 
affections ; and some of our indigenous species might prove 
even more valuable. 

Suborder HI. Loganie^:. 

VIII. Spigeua. Pink Root, Carolina Pink, Indian Pink, 
Worm Grass. 

S. Marilandica is found in all the Southern States, and is 
probably more extensively used than any other anthelmintic. 
The whites learned its properties from the aborigines. 
When fresh it is very certain and efficient anthelmintic ; but 
it deteriorates rapidly. As a vermifuge and narcotic its ac- 
tion is very similar to that of Melia. As a sedative febrifuge 
it, in some degree, resembles the Gelseminum. It is, however, 
so generally known and treated of in the books as not to re- 
quire further notice here. 
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IX Gelsbmium. Yellow Jessamine. 

G. Sempervirens. In No. 534, Med. ancPSurg. Reporter, 
May 25, 1867, 1 have given a pretty full account of this very 
valuable medicine. By an oversight I did not mention its 
value in Gonorrhoea. As a vermifuge it acts much like 
Spigelia. 

In fevers it seems to me not merely to counteract the ef- 
fects of the “ miasm,” or fever poison by reducing the heat, 
force of the circulation, &c. ; but, by acting directly on the 
same nerve centres attacked by the poison, to protect them ; 
or rather, meeting the enemy at these points, to neutralize 
antidote or kill the poison itself. We know that sulphite 
of soda prevents fermentation, and when already in vigorous 
progress, instantly arrest it at any stage ; as I, in common 
with others, have often proved both within and without the 
living body, seeming to kill the fermenting principle. Hence, 
its value fn dyspepsia, intermittents, etc. So Gelsemium, 
for besides its apparent antidotal properties in fevers, its ac- 
tion in the stomach is, in some respects, similar to that of 
sulphite of soda. Let me illustrate with a single case. 

A gentleman having spent some months in the low lands 
of Louisiana, passing through a neighborhood where Cholera 
was prevailing, returned to this vicinity sallow and in bad 
condition generally. After a few days he was violently 
seized ; vomiting and purging “ rice water ” by gallons, lit- 
erally gallons, the discharges occurring every few minutes ; 
legs severely cramped ; extremities and surface icy cold ; 
skin shrivelled, blueish ; pulseless ; eyes rolled back and 
glossy ; speedy dissolution impending ; opiates and other ap- 
proved remedies had been used without effect. Such was 
the state of the case when Dr. J. H. Phases arrived. Hav- 
ing made the necessary examinations, he informed the medi- 
cal friend in attendance that he could guarantee an arrest of 
the discharges with two doses of medicine ; possibly, but 
not probably with one. Half a teaspoonful of tinct. Gelse- 
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mium and half a grain of morphine were given, and sooc 
rejected, though some effect was noticed. As soon as the 
stomach wajs emptied, the second dose, f 3 ; tinct. Gelsero. 
and gr. i. morphine, was given and completery arrested 
vomiting and alvine discharges. All unfavorable symptoms 
rapidly subsided and the case under control. But for the 
Gelsemium, it is almost certain that this case must have had 
a fatal termination. 

In this instance was the action of the medicine on the 
nervous centres ? It is hardly probable. The fluids, in these 
cases, all seem to rush into the alimentary canal to find an 
exit; and hence absorption from the stomach is difficult and 
impracticable. The cholera poison is said to act locally, di- 
rectly on the alimentary tube. Did the Gelsemium, meet- 
ing the cholera sporules, animalcules, zymotic cells, or what- 
ever else they may be called, there, at the very seat and 
centre of their attack, kill and anihilate them ? Such at 
least seems to have been the process in this and many other 
cases which we have seen. 

I would like to say much more, but this paper is already 
too long. Let it suffice for the present that having used this 
medicine some thousands of times, [I ought to know some- 
thing of its properties and effects ; and I am fully convinced 
that it is one of the most valuable agents of the Materia 
Medica. For the benefit of those who have not seen the article 
above cited, I will add in a summary manner that Gelsemium 
is valuable in fever*, rheumatism , neuralgia s, pulraonitis. 
pleuritis, hysteria, dysmenorrhea , amenorrhoea, gonorrhea, 
prostatorrhcea, chronic epilepsy, convulsions, paralysis, &c. 
Of course it is not equally valuable in all these affections, 
nor always the best remedy for some of them. A recent wri- 
ter in a Western Journal undertakes to prove that it is worth- 
less in all, by citing among other authors, Dodonseus ! Gas- 
pard Bauhein ! ! and Dioscorides ! 1! an anachronism of only 
9600 years 1 An error in diagnosis, and hence the error in 
treating the subject — a mistake of Jasminum officinale which 
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these writers notice, for Gelsemium, which they do not, and 
for obvious reasons conld not mention. * 

The fresh roots should be used as it deteriorates in drying. 
Out into small pieces and add J iv. to spirit frument — or di- 
lute alcohol oi ; masoerate till the tincture when held up in 
a -vial to the light, shows a violet tint ; the deeper violet the 
better. Of this the dose is gtt x to f 3 i, or more according 
to the special indications of the case. 


ARTICLE II. 

Bromine and its Preparations in Disease. By J. J. Knott, 
M. D., of Atlanta, Ga. 

There has perhaps no other class of remedies been so far 
overlooked by the medical profession as those at the head 
of this article. Having employed them extensively in my 
practice, with good, results, I propose to give in a brief ar- 
ticle a synopsis of my Experience with them, more with a 
view of calling the attention of the medical fraternity to 
their employment, than any views that l am capable pf giv- 
ing, calculated to enlighten the profession as to their modus 
operandi upon the economy. I have found the preparations 
of Bromine as surely sedative in their effects upon the ute- 
rine system as ergot is a stimulant to the same, and have in- 
variably employed them with marked success in the follow- 
ing affections : Dysmenorrheas, hysteria, menorrhagoea, non* 
ralgia of the uterus, and ulceration of the neck and mouth 
of the womb, all which we know to be attended with more 
or less excitement of the uterine system. An important ad- 
vantage in the employment of these preparations, is that we 
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can dispeia Be with the employment of opiates, the pernicious 
effects of the con tinned use of which cannot be denied by 
any intelligent practitioner. Within the past month I hare 
treated several cases of dysinenorrkcea with the bromide of 
potassium, all of whieh were relieved in from twelve to 
twenty-four hours. *1 now have under treatment a case of 
ulceration of the mouth and neck of the uterus, of two 
years’ standing. When I first saw the patient* some seven 
weeks ago, I found her suffering from the usual symptoms 
attending this affection, and, in addition, she experienced 
severe neuralgic pains, of such a Bevere nature as to deprive 
her of all rest, except that partially afforded by opiates. I 
placed her on 10 grain doses of the bromide of potassium, 
with a solution of muriate of ammonia, every four hours, 
30 grains to the dose — cauterization every third or fourth 
day. She experienced immediate relief from the pain, and 
has continued to improve up to the present time, and I am 
confident that in two weeks time I can dismiss the case, en- 
tirely cured. Now without the controlling influence of the 
bromide of potassium over the irritation of the womb, 1 am 
’ satisfied that four months time at least would have been re- 
quired to have effected a cure in this case, if it oonld have 
been effected at all under the ordinary treatment I have 
not confined myself to females alone in the employment of 
these preparations, but have employed them successfully in 
epilepsy, chordee, Bpermattorrhcea, nocturnal emissions, and 
secondary syphilis. I usually commence with 0 grain dbses> 
administered in the comp. 6. of Sarsaparilla, repeated every 
three or four hours, increasing the dose gradually, if admis- 
sible. The following symptoms call for a diminution of the 
dose or its discontinuance : Giddiness, vomiting, severe pain 
along the spine, rigors, diarrhoea, etc. V by this article I 
can only induce some of the profession to give these pro 

* ThU case had been under the treatment of another physician of considerable repot* 
tXoo la the treatment of this affectfexiv Wlthoat any taprowmeot JbBewtn* the mwm n 
reatment. 
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parafcions an impartial trial, I am satisfied that I will have 
accomplished some good for suffering humanity, ate well as 
the medical profession. # 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL. 

Messrs. Sheldon & Connor, Book Sellers in this city, have 
laid on <mr table the following new publications, from the 
publishing houses p. ^pplston & Co,, New York, and 
J. B. Lippincott <fc Co., Philadelphia. 

Physiology and Pathology of the Mind. By Henry Mauds- 
ley, M. D., London Physician to the West London Hos- 
pital ; Honorary Member of the Medicp-Piyeological So* 
ciety of Paris ; Formerly Resident Physician of the Man- 
chester Royal Lunatic Hospital, etc. 

We have delayed noticing this most able and instructive 
work, until we could get time to read it. We have done so, 
and do not hesitate to pronounce it a great work. To 6uch 
as wish to study metaphysical and psycological science, 
there is no better work in the English Tlanguage. 

Every earnest enquirer into the mysterious subject of 
mental science, should read it. i 

To all of the learned professions, but especially the elargy, 
this book will be invaluable. The mechanical execution is 
good ; four hundred and fifty pages. D. Appleton & Co. 

Elements of Jlunum Anatomy : General , Descriptive and 
* Practical . By J. G. Richardson, M. D., Professor of An; 
atomy in the Medical Department of the University of 
Lonisiana. Second Edition, carefully revised, and illus- 
trated by nearly three hundred engravings. 
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We conld not say too much for this book, or its author. 
Dr. R. is a learned an earnest man, sincerely devoted to sci- 
ence, and pre-eminently qualified by his mental constitution 
for the task he has so thoroughly accomplished in the work 
before us. It is a work of six hundred and seventy pages. 
Thq mechanical execution is good. "W e commend it to the 
profession. 

Dr. Samuel P. Hape, Surgeon Dentist, of this city, has 
laid upon our table the following new publications, from the 
publishing house of Lindsay & Blackiston, Philadelphia : 
The Practice of Medicine and Surgery. Applied to the 
Diseases and Accidents incident to Women. By Wm. H. 
Byford, A. M., M. D., Author of a Treatise on the Chronic 
Inflammation and Displacement of the Unimpregnated 
Uterus, and Professor of Obstetrice and Diseases of Wo- 
men and Children in the Chicago Medical College. Second 
edition ; enlarged. 

This is an excellent work, but on a subject upon which it 
is difficult to throw much new light ; and yet the author has 
done this, and done it exceedingly well. We think this 
work equal to any now before the profession on the same 
subjects. Price $5 ; Lindsay & Backiston. 

I- 

Biennial Retrospect <ff Medicine and Surgery, and their 
Allied Sciences. Edited by Mr. H. Power, Dr. Austin, 
Mr. Holmes, Mr. Thomas Windsor, Dr. Barnes, and Dr. 
C. Helton Fagge. For the New Sydenham Society. 500 
pages, well bound. 

This is a valuable book— an epitome of the present status 
of medicine and surgery and their allied sciences, and the 
literature of each. No physician should be without it. 
Lindsay & Blackiston, Philadelphia. 

Epidemic Meningitis ; or Oersbro-Spinal Meningitis. By 
Alfred Stille, M. D., Professor of Theory and Practice of 
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Medicine, and of Clinical Medicine, in the University of 
Pennsylvania ; Physician to St. Joseph’s Hospital, and to 
the Philadelphia Hospital. A monograph of 170 pages ; 
neatly bound. Price $2. 

This is the ablest work we have seen on this most inter- 
esting subject. We are pleased to note so large an amount 
of enquiry in this direction. Every inquiry of this kind 
brings us that far on our journey. The matrix of truth lies 
at the end of this road. The womb in which is concealed 
the true secret of morbid energy, the centre of etiological 
truth, where the weary, heart sick pathologist may throw off 
his burden and rest from his laboos, will bo found in the 
nervous centres, and in the ganglia of nerve cells. Lindsay 
& Blackiston. 

Head Aches ; their Causes and their Cure . By Henry G. 
Wright, M. D., M. R., C. S. L., L. S. A., Member of the 
Royal College of Physicians of England, Physician to the 
Samaritan Free Hospital, Fellow of the Royal Medical 
and Surgical Society, &c. From the Fourth London 
edition. 

This is a most useful, excellent book. 150 pages. Lind- 
say & Blackiston. Price $1 25. 

Inhalation : Its Therapeutics and Practice. A Treatise on 
the inhalations of Oasses, Vapors , Nebulised Fluids and 
Powders, including a Description of the Apparatus em- 
ployed, and a Record of Numerous Experiments, Physio- 
logical and Pathological, with Cases. By J. Ellis Cohen, 
M. D. Illustrated. 

This is an instructive pioneer work, full of suggestions 
upon a subject now attracting a large amount of attention. 
It has been gotten up in good taste. 200 pages. $2 50. 
Lindsay & Blackiston. 

Note 8 on the Origin , Nature, l \ retention and Treatment of 
Asiatic Cholera . By John C. Peters, M. D. Wih an 
Appendix. 
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This is an exhaustive monograph. Nothing more can be, 
said on this subject, from our present stand point. He 
author is undoubtedly a good observor and speaks ex ca- 
thedra. 

After giving his own views of the pathology and treat- 
ment of cholera, he gives that qf the Homceopathists also. 
We append what he says of them, and what they say of 
themselves: 

“ 7* — HDMtEOPATH Y AND CHOLERA.” 

“ It is well knovwi that the hydragogue cathartics, like 
elaterium, croton oil, jalap, gamboge, etc., are the truly ho- 
moeopathic remedies for cholera, (oee pages 140 and 165.) 
Yet, singularly enough, the homoeopathists rarely or ever 
use them, but rely upon infinitesimal doses of more or less 
antagonistic and allopathic remedies, like camphor, copper, 
arsenic, etc. 

The homoeopathic treatment is generally commenced with 
camphor, which has been used from time immemorial against 
diarrhoea, ordinary cholera, etc. Leadara says that it was 
even used by Serapius, who translated Dioscorides into Sy- 
riac. But Hahnemann doubtless got the idea from mnch 
later sources, for he tells us in his Lesser writings (page 753} 
that “ a receipt has been given to the world which has proven 
so efficacious against Asiatic cholera, that of ten patients but 
one died. The chief ingredient is camphor, which is in ten 
times the proportion ot the other ingredients.” It is scarcely 
ineoeasary to add that camphor has little or no homoepathic 
relation to cholera — certainly not as much as elaterium. 
Hahnemann and all his followers, also, instinctively avoid 
the use of infinitesimal or homcepathic doses of camphor, 
and the former directs strong spirits of camphor to be given 
at least every five minutes ; also to rub some on the neck, 
head, arms, chest, abdomen, legs, etc, ; also a clyster with 
two teaspoonfuls of spirits of camphor in one half pint of 
warm water ; and, finally, that some camphor should be 
burned on a hot iron from time to time, so that the patient 
may inhale its vapors* This is very good treatment, but it 
is not homoeopathic ; on the contrary, camphor is an anti- 
dote to almost all homoeopathic remedies and doses, which 
may be given subsequently. We have seen, on page 141, 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


Bibliographical . 509 

that veratrum, the remedy for the second stage, is not as 
successful as many homceopathists suppose, ami it cannot 
well be in infinitesimal doses after the previous use of large 
doses of camphor, which antidotes it The Hahnemannian . 
remedy for the third stage, or that of cramps, when the pa- 
tient is saturated, and his room and clothes loaded with the 
vapors of camphor, is one or two globules of the thirtieth 
dilation of cuprum, or copper. This is an allopathic astrin- 
gent, but cannot act as such in infinitesimal doses. Even 
the use of copper was not original with Hahnemann, for 
Dupuytren and others bad used it previously (see page 145,) 
ana he tells us in his Lesser writings (page 755) that “ trust- 
worthy information from Hungary informs him that those 
who wore a plate of copper next the skin escaped the infec- 
tion.” We have shown, on pages 160 and 161, that few or 
none of the remedies in ordinary use by the homeopathists 
are homoepathic to cholera, as they do not use elaterium r 
etc., and it is almost safe to assume that they have never 
treated a case of cholera truly hommopathically. Hence, as 
they generally give infinitestimal doses of allopathic reme- 
dies, they must necessarily fail. They do not use their own 
remedies rightly, and a well-instructed regular physician can 
easily treat his cases, if he chooses, far more homoeopath- 
ically than the oldest and most experienced horamopathist. 

As it is not only easy, but natural to mistake various mil- 
der forms of disease for true Asiatic cholera, it is a matter of 
course that very many homoeopathic physicians will rate 
their success very highly ; others much more moderately. 
Thus two Cincinnati physicians say they treated one thou- 
sand one hundred and sixteen genuine cholera patients in 
1849, with a loss of only thirty-five, or five and a half per 
cent.; Rubini, of Naples, five hundred and ninety-two cases, 
(with allopathic doses of camphor ^) without a single death. 

The British Jaumal of Homoeopathy (vol. 15, p. 130) says : 
‘Dr. Stens makes the rather rash assertion that the homoeo- 
pathic mortality in cholera is only eight and a half per cent. 7 
The British editor adds : “ Now, we should rejoice very 
much were this the case ; but, alas I we know from sad ex- 
perience that it is at least three times as high as here stated. 
And this is a fact so easily ascertained by reference to the 
statistics of homoeopathists themselves, that we (the British 
journalists) are surprised Dr. Stens has allowed such a fla- 
grant exaggeration to damage the credibility of his other 
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statements. We know very well the data on which the per- 
centage of mortality he gives is founded, and we are well 
convinced of their utter untrustworthinees. How he could 
allow himself to put forward such an exaggeration, we arc 
at a loss to imagine.’ 

The British journalists, of course, cannot believe Dr. Gcrs- 
tel, who reported (seevol. 13, p. 329) to an Austrian Medical 
Society that he had treated three hundred cases of cholera, 
of a most inveterate character, with a loss of only thirty-two, 
or about ten per cent. An offer was made to Dr. Gerstel to 
practice under the control of the District Superintendent, 
Dr. Nushard, in order to establish proofs of the success of 
the homoepathic treatment, which he declined. 

Dr. Rutherford Russell, one of the editors of the British 
Journal of Homastpathy , says, in vol. 7, p. 179 : 

“ We cannot help deprecating the boastful tone we so often 
hear assumed by homoeopathists on this subject — the treat- 
ment of cholera. It would argue a singular callousness of 
feeling in any one who has had much experience in the dis- 
ease, at all events as it appeared among us, in Edinburgh, 
not to be penetrated with a profound sense of the compara- 
tive importance of our art in arresting, or even greatly 
modifying this terrible plague. In assuming what may be 
thought a tone of too great despondency as to the results of 
homoeopathic treatment, we (Dr. Russell) refer to the fully 
developed disease. In its first stage, if we are permitted to 
see it at this time, much may be done to prevent its further 
development, and we cannot speak too strongly of the value 
of camphor ; but in the stage of collapse, I have never seen 
any evidence of camphor being of service.” 

In the British Journal of Homaspatky , vol. 9, p. 693, we 
read : “ We paid a visit to Dr. Tessier’s hospital. He has 
one hundred beds; the wards are airy and, high, and the 
hospital is well situated and served. He informed us that 
he had never met anything but uniform kindness and respect 
from the Central Bureau of Hospitals, although at various 
periods there have been medical mepi among them, and such 
is the case at present ; not the slightest opposition has been 
offeree to him in the charge (from allopatnic to homoeopath- 
ic practice) that he has carried out in the medical treatment 
of his patients.” This we know refers to the Hopit^l St 
Marguerite, in which Tessier admits a loss of forty-eight or 
forty-nine per. cent, of his cholera cases. (See HempePs and 
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Radde’s Tessier on Cholera, p. 107.) The loss was only 
thirty -five to thirty -nine per cent, ot our quarantine last sea- 
son ; of six hundred and twenty-two cases of cholera and 
over fifteen hundred of diarrhoea, two hundred and forty- 
two died. Drs*, Stens and Gerstel would doubtless have re- 
ported twenty-one hundred and twenty- two cases of cholera 
with abont ten per cent. loss. 

In vol. 12. p. 698, we learn that : “ Dr. Tcssier has been 
transferred from St. Marguerite to the Hospital Beauion, one 
of the best regulated hospitals in Paris. His wards, male 
wid female, contain one hundred beds. We are sorry to 
learn that the cholera has, in his wards, as well as in other 
hospitals in Paris, shown so malignant a type. One great 
cause for the increased mortality in all the hospitals, is the 
decidedly contagious character the disease has manifested. 
It thus spreads from bed to bed and attacks patients already 
suffering from serious diseases.” I infer that the ldss was 
still greater than in the Hospital St. Marguerite, and believe 
that Tessier has never publirned any account of it. 

In old times it might have been supposed and assumed that 
the contagiousness of the cholera in Tessier’s wards account- 
ed for the increased mortality. But we almost all believe in 
the contagiousness of cholera now, and cases occurring in a 
well appointed hospital, come earlier under treatment than 
under many other circumstances. The drawback that they 
have been or are sick with other diseases is somewhat coun- 
terbalanced by the facts that they do not have to be trans- 
ported a great distance, are not half starved or racked with 
the pangs of exhaustion and debauchery, as .iany other 
cholera patients are, and that physicians, trained nurtes, 
medicines, food, and every aid and comfort, are on the spot, 
for instant service, by night and day. 

Besides, this loss from contagion occurred in 1854, when 
Dr. Budd, of Bristol, had established the great principles of 
disinfection (see page 100 of this treatise). Tessier, who is 
certainly an honest, earnest, and scientific homoeopathist, 
neither xnew how to prevent the infection, nor control after 
it had commenced. 

Dr. Fleischman, of Vienna, has had the largest hospital 
experience of the homoeopathic treatment of cholera (sec 
Brit . Jour, of ITom. } vol. 14, p. 27) ; viz : twelve hundred 
and two cases, with seven hundred and ninety-three recov- 
eries and fonr hundred and nine deaths. I know, from per- 
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sonal observation, that Fleischinan’s hospital is perfect in all 
its appointments. It is almost exquisite in jts neatness, cl®**** 
liness, order. The consolations of religion are extended 
by the Sisters of Charity, and only the better class of the 
poor are admitted. The worst and most depraved claasou 
find no entrance there. Yet Fleischman’s results were only 
five per cent, better than on board the hospital-ship Falcon 
in our harbor last year. Fleischman candidly says . xn 
the treatment of this disease, at least, as we have it in a hos- 
pital, even for us homoeopatbists much remains to wish for. 
Every remedy which has been recommended has been tried \ 
and tried again by me, but I have little to say in praise of 

any of them.” # , * 

Dr. Charge, of Marseilles, received from the French txot 4 - 
ernment the order of the Legion of Honor, and from Pope 
Pious IX. that of Gregory the Great, for services rendered 
in the cholera of 1849, in general practice. In the 
Journal of JIovruEopathy (vol. 15, p. 173) we read : In 1854 
he was applied to by the Mayor ot Marseilles to take charge 
of two cholera wards in the Hotel Dieu. All patients were 
to be sent on alternate days to the homoeopathic and allo- 
pathic wards. It is true that Dr. Charg6 resigned his trust 
after three reception days \ it is also true that during those 
three days twenty-six patients were received and twenty-one 
died. Dr. Charge complained that lie had too few nurses 
allowed ; that there was a great want of bed clothing, flannels, 
etc., that patients in other Y& r ds, when they took the cholera, 
as they often did, were transferred to the cholera wards ; and, 
as this process of transfer .was entirely in the hands of the 
allopathic .medical officers, an opportunity was therebyaf 
forded them of retaining in their own wards patients attadted 
by cholera on the day of the allopathic admission until the 
follQwing day, when they might be thrust, in a dying 6tate, 
into the^homceopatluc wards ; and this, Dr. Charge 
was frequently done.”. ; . 

This I cannot believe, but think the explanation tb, 

1S49 Dr. Charge was dealing with diarrhoea, cholera mor- 
bus, and cholerine, in private practice, and hence seemed 
very successful : while in 1854 lie for the first time came in 
coptact with true cholera, as it appears in general hospitals. 
Dr. Qharge pertainly is not as able nor as scientific a physi- 
cian as Tessier, and his success, we have secjn^'waenpt grea^ 
without any such imaginary unfair play. " J . * ' 
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Finally, Dr. Drysdale, one of the editors of the British 
Journal of Homqeopalhy , gives ns, in vol. 8, some data by 
pfcbgiloBig Under Mo#u»dp^thie treaty 
ment. He treated one hundred and seventy -five cases, of 
which forty-three or more were mild, with forty-five deaths. 
About tweuty cases seen in. the first stage could not be saved. 
The Qure of real choleraic, rice-water, painless diarrhoea, he 
says, Vas by no means an easy matter. Of those with se- 
vere cramps, twenty-two out of forty rsix died ; with coma, 
ten out of fourteen ; with agonizing pain from the region 
.of the heart, through the back, all, nine in number; 
' } 1 died ; with red purging; four, or all died; of the severe 
f t cases, without cramps, eight out of fourteen; with grinding 
i of the teeth, four out of eight ; with greenish tint of com- 
plexion, four, or all died ; when purging was followed by 
t cramps before vomiting, six out of nine died ; all, (only two) 
‘died which commenced with fainting. If the vomiting be- 
gan before the purging, four out of eleven died ; if the purg- 
: ing preceded the v< uniting, only six out of twenty-six proved 
^ fatal; with delirim, only four out, of eleven died; vith vom- 
iting in gushes, only four out of ten ; with hiccup, only two 
, Out of twelve; with epigastric pain, six out of twenty-four ; 
with abdominal pain, six Out of thirty-six : with moderate 
: iramps, three of nineteen ; and all those wnich commenced 
With colic recovered. 

> l In the donaecutwe fever, of nine with coma, six died ; with 
• delirim, only two out of eight; with slow pulse, four out of 
f twelve; with quick pulse, two out of four ; yrith suppressed 
"urine, two out of five; with restlessness, six out of sixteen ; 
:M wth vomiting, three out of thirteen ; witn purging, six out of 
’thirteen ; with grinding of the teeth; three out of six ; with 
iirtighing respiration, [six out of ten ; with sleeplessness, all, four 
in nupaber, recovered: with headache, four out of six. 

, r . It is evident from all that has gone before, that many cases 
recover under all kinds of treatment, and under no treat- 
ment; and that many die under all Varieties of treatment.” 
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ATLANTA MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

From the opening of this institution in May 1855, the 
facilities now offered have not been equalled. All the ad- 
vantages heretofore possessed, with the additional conveni- 
ence of a preparatory course, continuous from tie close of 
the regul?|- session to the commencement of the next, are 
now presented to the student of Medicine. ' 

The operatibns of the preparatory term, which includes 
about eight months, have been thoroughly tested the present 
winter, and prove to be all the learner Tequires in a course 
of preparatory study. Not only so, but the daily opportuni- 
ty of witnessing the treatment of ten to twenty cases pre- 
sented in the Dispensary, and about one hundred in the hos- 
pital, gives unusual advantages in the study of IVactical or 
Clinical Medicine, to those more advanced. This arrange- 
ment for clinical study continues throughout the year, and 
provision is now made for it in the curriculnm of studies during 
the regular course, the Chair of which will be filled by the ex- 
perienced and popular teacher, Prof. H. V. M. Miller. This 
branch, has not, heretofore, been taught in the form of regu- 
lar didactic coarse, but'Vill have devoted to it during the 
next regular session, equal attention with that of any other 
department of the College. 

After the Annual Announcement of Lectures for 1868 was 
sent to press, several changes occurred in the Faculty. As 
above indicated Professor Miller hds consented to discharge 
the laborous and responsible duties connected with the chair 
of Clinical Medicine. Prof. Miller’s extensive medical i* 
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formation, and ample experience as a teacher in Augusta and 
Memphis, and as a civil and military practitioner of Medicine 
and Sipgery, admirably adapts him to the position. 

Prof. Jesse Boring accepts the chair of Obstetrics and Dis- 
eases of Women and Children, the position he now occupies 
in the new Medical College, founded by himself, if we arc 
not mistaken, in Galveston, Texas. We know of Prof. Bor- 
ing as a teacher of Obstetrics. Those who attended the first 
and second sessions of the Atlanta Medioal College, in 1855 
and 1856 can bear testimony to the attractive eloquence and 
thoroughness of instruction which characterized his lectures 
. during the two courses referred to. He will again make his 
borne in Atlanta, and be ready to enter upon his duties in 
the College next May. 

Dr. JohnlM. Johnson accepts the chair of Physiology, in 
place of Dr. Hillyer, resigned. Dr. Johnson, a refugee from 
his native home in Kentucky, at the commencement of the 
war; has been made familiar to many in the South, as Sur- 
geon in various parts of the Army of Tennessee, and at the 
Post of Atlanta, and now as one of the Editors of this Jour- 
nal. 

The corps of Professors thus organized will bring into the 
duties of their respective chairs all the energy necessary to 
...thorough instruction. 


•UL* TO OUR PATRONS. 

We send forth with this issue to the patrons of the Journal 
the January and February numbers in one. We will in 
future, instead of a monthly, issue ajby-monthly. We will 
save by it, whilst our patrons will loose nothing, as we will 
. give them nearly the same amount of reading matter, origin- 
. al, sclented and editorial, at a cost of one-fourth less to them. 
, , All must admit that it is an uphill business to conduct a 
Medical Journal any where in the Southern States at this 
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time. We are pooT indeed ; like the balance of our profu- 
sion, we hare suffered by the war, to the extent of all we 
had. We have had to build houses to live in, and at the 
same time support our families, and conduct the Journal oat 
of our earnings. How we have done it, we can scarcely tdl. 

“ There is a power that tempers tiiewlnd to the shornelaB&b." 
It has been so with us. We have gone ahead* and by the 
grace of God we will continne to do so. It -is efertainly not 
in his providence to overthrow Religion, Science and the 
Arts* twin sisters of progress and civilisation, with the tem- 
porary decadence of the public liberty. We ask our friends 
to aid ns in bearing our burden, and in the vi n d ic at io n of 
that Providence which has been our bumble reliance in the 
terrible emergency that has laid our liberties low; over- 
turned the prosperity of a noble people and brought ruin 
and despotism instead, 

To such of our patrons at have paid us, we offer our 
hearty thanks. To such as have been unable to dp so, we 
tender oqr sympathies, and beg to assure them that they 
shall still have the Journal sent to them. To such as have 
turned their backs upon us, we can only say, cuimalo, and in 
the words pf the Poet Lauanato, of England, “He that wrongs 
a friend wrongs himself more, and ever bears in his own 
bosom a Court of Justice; himself the Judge, and Jury, and 
prisoner at the bar, ever condemned.” 

This double number complete volume 8. The March x 
and April number will be the beginning of a new volume, 
and if we live the J ournal will live also, to the end of anothff 
year, and another volume. 

We ask our contributors to remember us — such of our 
subscribers as are able to do so, to pay us— and such as aw 
willing to pay when able, to continue their subscriptions and 
send in their orders. Let us work together to promote the 
common good, and loosing nothing of our prestige in the 
glorious past, press on a still more glorious future. We are 
in the twilight of a new era, let us awake to duty and inter- 
est, and prepare to garner the harvest now ready for the 
side. 
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The unity of the human race has ever been a stumbling 
block to science, notwithstanding the subject has been under 
review for centuries, and is likely to remain so, far aught we 
can see to the contrary, for centuries to oorae, or until we 
have a new revelation, so convincing that wise and foolish 
will be forced to a common belief. 

As a social question it has little intrinsic merit. The status 
ctf the negro is feed. His immoveable character stamps 
him a barbarian of barbarians. Occupying a country of 
vast extent and resources, he bss no-system of labor, no com- 
merce, has built no cities, has produced no statesmen or phil- 
osophers, established no schools, has no language either writ- 
ten or spoken, and in short he is in his own country to-day 
what he Was thirty centuries ago, a savage. 

Hit introduction into America, brought about as it was 
by avarice and held as a slave for centuries, for no higher 
motive, until slavery became an institution which humanity 
as well as interest shrank from destroying, has nevertheless 
furnished an inright into his character, which but for it could 
not have been known, and shows convincingly his adapti- 
bility to certain great ends of existence, and no less his non- 
adaptibility to others. He is to-day, more than ever, a study 
for the wise and curious, and should be an object of sympa- 
thy with the good. In his subordinate position he is mild 
and imitative ; shows ability to master the lower branches of 
fractional mathematics, agriculture and domestic labor, but 
with little or none to acquire land or accumulate an estate. 
He loves holidays and shows, jewelry and feathers, sings, 
whistles and dances from intuition, has a degree of honesty 
and integrity, and may be trusted to a certain extent, but no 
further. As a ruler he is unreasoning and cruel. The 
Drivers, as the negro overseers were called on the planta- 
tions, were the severest task masters, and generally punished 
with the greatest rigor. They learn rapidly so far as they 
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are able to imitate, but beyond, imitation limy show little or 
no capacity for progress. 

Hie mixed bloods possess more sprightliness, bnt fewer 
virtues and leas endurance. As the Indian never ceases to 
/ be an. Indian ; so the negro never ceases to be a negro. Bat 
whilst this is true, the qnestion remains unanswered, who is 
he! — what is his origin ? — what his physical status, and whst 
is to be his destiny ? 

The church universal w!e believe, stakes iteelef on the affir- 
mation ef the unity ©1 man. Whilst many. of the greatest 
naturalists, physiologists and pathologists tabs., the,, other 
side and assert, that he , is net only noLof the A-daaucrscc, 
but a beast, and without a soul. 

God has given us two books — Nature and . Providence— 
these the more closely they are examined the more closely 
are they found to harmonize. If there is a discrepancy it > 9 
not from any fault in the books, it is in man. We see the 
sun, the mooD, and the stars, all beyond this we call immen- 
sity, simply because we know nothing about it. We fre- 
quently discredit the laws of nature and the teachings of 
revelation for the same reason. History, the sure founda- 
tion of philosophy, is discredited to make an absurdity plau- 
sible. That man is an enemy to his race who permits histo- 
ry, the teachings of revelation, or the laws of nature, or 
Stops short of truth, that he may become a leader of thought 
for a time. 

It is within the scope of Science to settle this question. 
Revelation, history, philosophy, geology, minerology, chem- 
istry, electricity, anatomy, physiology, and pathology mint 
all play a part in the grand illumination that will take pl»ce 
when the truths now being discovered in each of these de- 
partments shall flood the world with light. 

The true idea of distinction among the types of man never | 
having been reached, all ^opinions on this subject are purelf 
provisional, and liable to be swept away at any moment bj 
the discovery of new facts changing in toto the extres* 
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opinions on both tohMe, which have <rf late been industriously 
promulgated by over*ealous advocates. 

For forty centuries the negro has remained the same — his 
fistietive marks and phenomena of existence are unaltered, 
and unalterable ; a great question has yet to be decided by 
hich arid through him; The time may be postponed, but it 
will nevertheless oome, -when the beginning and the end of 
die' negro will be indopntarbly revealed, and history and 
s&onbb vindicated. 

Thfen let us wattand work ; truths are accumulating and 
earnest men are at work unfolding the’ laws of nature which 
will' in tntw clear up the mystery that envelopes the subject 
and vindicate the ways of God to man. ^ 

' 1 v* 


BOSTON SCHOOL OF MEDICAL SPECIALTIES. 

’ • ' • 1 i ' L/ 

We are in receipt of a circular from Dr. Storer, announc- 
ing the organization of a oorps of teaches for “ Special In- 
struction in Medial Science.” A notice of this, the first in- 
stitution of the kind in America, was intended for the De- 
cember number of this Journal, but was unavoidably crowd- 
ed out. ( Tho curriculum embraces twelve departments of 
special subjects, not usually taught in Medical Colleges, nor 
is it possible to do so in the time allowed, without neglect of 
the. fundamental principles of science. “Diseases of the 
.skin,” “Operative ophthalmology,” “Sugical deformities” 
and “Venerial disease,” are some of the special snhjects 
taught in the school. ' 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MEDICAL . ASSOCIA- 
TION OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 

* * • * t * . r i 

At the Last meeting of the Medical Km ockiionof the State 
of Georgia, a committee was appointed to revise the Cousti- 
tation af the AsaOciaSen^of *rbi£h the uadeivig&ddie Chair- 
man. Thsicemmiftee has been .unable to proeurea copy of 
the Cenrtitation^ the Secretary not being able to -fiarnieh it, 
and an appeal is hereby made to the nfcmfcciM of -tbe Asso- 
ciation, or any membai of the profession -who may have the 
original, to forward it to the nndetaigned immediately, that 
the wishes of the Association may be fully met, at the next 
meeting. 

W. F. W E8TMOUKLAND, 

Chairman of Com. 


,i - . . ' . 1 , 

ATLANTA BOARD OF HEALTH. 

howto art sapQKr. 

/ • - ■. ■ • ’ < . 

A comparative exhibit of the mortality of the city for the 
years 1866 and 1867, to the fourth quarter, shows that the 
number of deaths, in 1867 is 100 per cent less than in 1866, 
as will be seen by the subjoined statistical record : 


1866. 

DEATHS. I 

1867. 

deaths. 


Whites. 

Col’d. 

1 . * , 

Whites. Col’d. 

1st Quarter 

82 

135 

1st Quarter 

36 

47 

2d Quarter 

63 

86 

2d Quarter 

88 

55 

3d Quarter 

102 

98 

3d Quarter 

81 


4th Quarter 

64 

311 

60 

379 


155 

180 
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Thffi tafehlar statement also shows that themortalityamong 
the Freedmen in 1866 and 1867, exceeds that among the 
whites,' although the population of the latter, according to 
tha last census, exceeds that of the former by 1(652. 

Although Considerable sickness of the remittent stnd in- 
termittent types have prevailed the past season, especially 
among the destitute poor of the suburban portion of the 
city, yet we are assured that no other city can furniejh a mor- 
tuary report Indieating a locality more favorable to general 
health than the city of Atlanta. 

J. N. Simmons, 
Chairman Board of Health. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 

• 

All applications for Prize Essays in the Georgia Medical 
Association, for the next session of this body, are respect- 
fully requested to send their Essays, with sealed motto, en- 
closing the name of author to Dr. J. T. Batiks, Chairman of 
Committee on “ Prize Essays,” by the 15th of March next. 

J. T. Bakes, Griffin, Ga. 

Feb. 1868. 


RECEIPTS FOR THE JOURNAL. 

Drs. E. A. Flewellen, $4 ; J. H. Speir, $8 ; S. L. Rich- 
ardson, $4 50; Win. O’Daniel, $4 50 ; Geo. A. Hoke, $4 50 ; 
John T. Dixon, $4; B. Franklin, $4 ; E. A. Wall, $4; G. P. 
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Cosby, $4; H. S. McNary, $4; W. Morrow, $1 . H.D. Hud- 
son, $4; J. C. Turnipaeed, $4; M. G. Williams, $4; J. T. 
Hester, $4; J. C. Harris, $1 50; N- T, Howard, $4; G. M. 
McDowell, $8.; W. T, Crawford, $2; R. Searcy, $10 ; W. V. 
Aderbold, $8; W. Tally, $1 30 ; W. B. Wells, $8 36 ; B. F. 
Ree, $4; J. M. McLaughlin, $2 50; J. F, Davis, $8; 
G. T. Parsley, $5 ; W. B. Baker, $4 ; David Yarbrough, $5 ; 
N. B. Drewry, $4 ; John Dickinson, $4 ; J. O. Banders, $4 , 
A. U. Shi, $8 ; A. North, $3 ; J. M. Boring, $4; James Tay- 
lor, $10 ; Drs. Long, $4; E. D. Newton,, $8; Hugh. Harris, 
$6; J. C. Phelps, $4; J. B. Warren, $4; J. E. Dupree, $4; 
J. C. Avery, $4 ; G. W. Pinkston, $5 ; Thomas C. Gower, 
A. J. Gibbs, $4 ; Dr. Moore, $4; Dr. Carlton, $4; S. V. 
Childers, $8 ; G. W. Powell, $5 ; Rudicil & Calhoun, $3. 
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Coat 

RATIONS. 

son. 

. --- -- — 

lies 4 

Mcl 

Ado 

oases, as hysteria, chorea, Ac. Anotlw 
a greeable form of administration is in the fom 
of pills coated so as to conceal all the disa- 
- g ruble odor. 

Ree* 

G. % ; • 

N. I ‘ ' 

A..£ • \ 

lor, % 

$6; 

J. a 

A. J 

Chil 

fid Opium Deodorized. — This preparation of 
Opium is superior to the Elixirs that have 
liwd ho wide a reputation; possesses all th* 
anodyne, sedative and antispasmodic effects 
of Opium. The ill effects of Opium are owing 
to the presence of certain deleterious princi- 
ples contained in it, and which, when ei- 
t racted, do Dot. detract from its specific and 
highly remedial qualities. It is a pure aque- 
ous preparation, has none of the odor of 
( >pimu offensive to some, retains all that i> 
useful, and affords all the benefits intended 
i to be derived from its use. 

Pose — for an infant, 3 to 10 drops ; adult, 20 
to tii) drops. Put up in 1 oz., 4 oz., and 1$ 
oz. bottles. 


^>t>l>ho>phite Lime 


“ Soda. 


Potassa. 

:ions 

| Iron. 

Manganese. 

| Ammonia. 

i 

|ilde Lime — Used instead of Iodide Potasaurr. 

■ and is rapidly gaining favor. The solution 
| N almost tasteless and more pleasant to ad- 
minister to children. See Journal Materb 

1 Medina, vol. 5, April and May. 


in, Citrate. 

1 ‘ 

i 

Ammonia Citrate — Possesses an agreeable 
“dor and taste, is aromatic, carminative and 
tonic. Used in debility after exhaustive 
diseases, in anaemic states of children, is 
scrofulous affections, and in dyspepsia it 
scrofulous subjects. 

i 

1 ( itrate of, and Strychnia — One part of Starch 

nia to one hundred of Citrate of Iron. Used 
in atonic dyspepsia, chorea, paralyse 
amcnorrkcea, &c. Dose — 3 to 6 grams. 


(itrate of, and Qainia. — Blood restoratm'. 
tonic, and anti-periodic y possesses prop'?" 
tics of both Iron and Quinine and is admire 

1 bly adapted for children and delicate ( 
males when the strong salts are inadmis 


; 
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New Preparations. 


IroB Hydmyinite— Valuable in Epilepsy ; lias 
proved beneficial when other remedies failed. 
See Dr. McGugin’s article, Jour, of Materia 
Mediea. 

“ Iodide 

“ Lactate — Used in anaemia, chlorosis, nmcnor- 
rhcea and dysmenorrhcra. 

Muriate, Tincture.— One of the most power- 
ful and valuable preparations if prnperlv 
prepared 

Per-Sulphate — Monsefs Solution. 

Protoxide Hoiution — For combination with 
Klixir of bark. 

Pyro-Phosphatc. Oitro-ammoniacal. The 
preparation of this article is bust'd ujhmi the 
method of M. G. Kobiquet. Employed with 
marked success in aiuemic discuses. ha> tin* 
advantage of ready assimilation in the sys- 
tem, and the entiro absence of any tendency 
to disorder the stomach or bowels. 

Valerianate. — Tonic, antispasmodie. given in . 
hysteria and chlorosis. The pill is the most 
agreeable form of use. 

Magnesia Citrate — Granular Eflbrves.ent - effer- 
vescent properties of this elegant preparation 
are retained in thorough granular form, pre- 
serving the flavor as a palatable saline i 
draught. 

titrate Silver Crystals. 

Potass* Chlorate — •Chemically pure. 

{nlnlne, Uypophosphite. 

** Tannate — Used in nocturnal sweats. See 

M. Delioux’ article, Jour. Materia Mediea. 


“ Valerianate.— Particularly useful in inter- 
mittent neuralgia ; said to prod uco less dis- 
order upon the uorvous system than the 
sulphate. 

yrip Blackberry, Compound Aromatic. — This is 
prepared from tho formulae of Surgeon < lenl. 
U. S. Army, and was found very efficacious 
in chronic diarrhoea prevalent in the army; 
it is also an excellent snbstitute for the spired 
syrup of Hhei where that remedy is deficient ! 
in astringency. Put 11 j> in 4 oz. and ponud ) 
bottles. i 

rrnp Hypophospiiates — Compound of Lime, S,,da, | 
Potassaand Iron — Used in incipient phthisis, j 


scrofulous ulcerations, Ac JD 
to increase the nervous ft *1 
important influenco direct *1 
system of a tonic charactf I 
tionahlv useful in that d< 
to which it is often diflie* 
and particularly in debilit* I 

lacfation. • I 

Hypophospldtes — Lime <( - 

“ Iron. 

or Iodide of Iron Is \ he 

paration, particularly ada; he Fifth 
Tofulous diathesis — tot* I 
mnl deohstruent. See 
vol. 4. . .$6 

and ihuj . 7 (Hi 

of Phosphate, CompotyVd an «* 9 

of this article as a nutritivEe it now 
known To need any extend in the 

Iodide Lime. sondented 

44 4 * and Protoxide annerha« 

Hiosphate Iron anil Viang god. Ills 
Protoxide of Iron altli iod and 

44 Qul 

Pyro*Phosphate of Iron. .’’Lf Tn * 


44 Mipcr-Phosphate Iron. — I 

valuable in diabetes. 

/Inc - Topical in 

in opthalmia, and a* an IX^mteTr 
hcejg gleet, Ac. fidren, yet 

** Chloride — Used chiefly an -Cf 
cancerous affections, and 1 IneyB and 
anomalous character; it ap "'ork * r 
destroy the diseased struct 
new action to the surround. El impor 

Iodide — Tonic, astringent aL I 
Used with success in ch< 
chexia, and some forms t 
Jour. Materia Mediea, vol, * 

Urtitt — Employed in Epilt 


Us for In* 
00 

ints of the 


Phosphate — Used in Epi X»n* r of a 

nervous affections. Ill disease*, 

Tannate — Highly useful in * E* 'i* 0 also 
eyes accompanied by mu<"Kp« double 
tions. 30 grains in 6 flu * ion to the 
find one-half lluidounce 
solvent employed ns n wasl; .■ 

Valerianate — Antispasmodi.* I 
alous nervous affections ntt* JU*, 0 50 
tation of tho heart, constric* p ,IitA ^ on# 
and in nervous affections [fl 
chlorosis. • 

• lelphia. 
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ids and Sesinoids. 

ALKALOIDS AND RESINOIDS. 


Doses. 

luin, Tag Alder 1 to S grains. 

ocynin, Bitter Root ^ to 2 

rdepidin, Pleurisy Root .... 1 to 5 
jlophylin, Blue Cohosh . . . .^ to 4 

elonin, Balmony 1 to 2 

iroieifugin, Macrotin 1 to 6 

min. Boxwood 1 to 10 

rydalin, Turkey Corn i to 1 

pripedin 2 to 4 

>scorein, Wild Yam 1 to 6 

patorin, Boneset 1 to 2 “ 

pupurin, Q'nof the MiTw . .3 to 4 “ 
Iseminin, Yellow Jessamine to 2 “ 

raniin, Craneshill 1 to & 

drastin, Resinoid £ to 5 ‘‘ 

44 Neutral 2 to 6 

drastina, Alkadoid 1 to 5 

oscyamin, Henbane $ to \ “ 

lin, Blue Flag ± to 5 

apin. Jalap 1 to 2 

jjlandin, Butternut 1 to 5 

>tandrin, Culver 1 s Root. . . to 2 

)elin, Lobelia i to 1| 

pulin, 27<>p 0 to 10 

rici n, Bayberry 2 to 10 

ytolaccin, Garget or Poke. to 1 

lophyllin, Mandrake i to 3 

tmlin, Poplar 4 to 8 

pin, Cherry Bark 2 to 6 

tnin, Yellow Dock 4 to 8 

Icin, Willow 2 to 10 “ 

iguinarin, Res., Blood Rt \ to 2 

Iguinariana, Aik., “ ^ to & 

jtellarian, Scullcap 2 to 0 

jecin, Life Root 3 to 5 4 ‘ 

flingin, Queen's Delight ... 2 to 5 

jliin, Beth Root 4 to 8 “ 

fatrin, Hellebore ^ to | 

pthoxylin, Prickly Ash ... 2 to 6 u 




affections of the k FLUID EXTRACTS. 

?o-purative secre* j Doses. 

dounces of water pite Leaves, 2to 8 Drop? 

f mucilage is th^ Root,.. 1 to 6 

1 * frelica Root, J to 1 Dram 

c — used in anorn* futus, Epigcea t, 1 to 2 

ended with palpD iica 10 to 60 Drop* 

tion of the throat^ fcns Root J to 1 Dram 

vhich accompany bony, Chdone 1 to 2 

'berry, Myrica 1 to 2 

berry 1 to 2 

ladonna 3 to 10 Drop? 

hroot 1 to 3 Drams 


(er root, Apoc. Andros, . . 10 Drops to 1 Dr** 

: 
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Bittersweet, Dulcamara .... 

Black Alder, Prinos 

Blackberry, Rubus Villosus . . 
Black Cohosli, Cimicifuga . . 
“ “ Compound. . . 

Black Hellebore 

Black Pepper 

Blood root, Sanguinaria 

Blue Cohosh, Leonticc 

Blue Flag, fris 

Boneset, Eupatorium Per jo . . 
Boxwood, Cornua Florida . . . 

Bucli u, Barosma 

“ Comp. 

Buckthorn, Rhamnus 

Bugle, Lycopua 

Burdock, Lappa 

Butternut, Juglans 

Button Snake Boot, LiaPris 

Oanella 

Capsicum 

Catnip, Nepcta 

Caeca ri 11a 

Celandine, Great 

Chammomile, Anthemis 

Cherry Bark 

“ “ Corop t d 

Cinchona 

“ Comp'd, 

“ Red 

“ Calisaya 

Cleavers 

Colchicum Root 

“ Seed 

Colocynth 

Colombo .... 

Coltsfoot 

Conium 

Comfrey 

Cotton Root 

Cramp Bark 

Cranesbill, Geranium 

Cubebs 

Culver’s Root, Leptandria . . 

Dandelion, Taraxacum 

“ Comp’d 

4 ‘ and Senna 

Dwarf Elder 

Elder Flowers 

Elecampane 

Ergot, Etherial 

Fern, Sweet 

Feverfew 

Fever bush 

Fire Weed 

Foxglove, Digitalis 

Frostwort 

Garget or Poke, Phytolacca . 


Fluid Extracts. 


Con i >\1 . 


Doses. ( 

. . J to 1 Dram. | Gelseminun 
.1 to 2 Drams. | Gentian. . . 
4 to 1 Dram, “ Com 
••4 t0 ^ “ i Gillenia. . . 

• -4 t0 * i Ginger. . . . 
.10 to 20 Drops. Golden RckI 
.10 to 40 ! Golden Seal 

..5 to GO ‘ Gold Thre . ( 

.15to40 Gravel Plan 

.20 to 60 * Hardback, 

..1 to 2 Drams. Hemlock. . 
*i t0 2 “ Hon. Hum 


. - 4 to 2 “ 

..4 to 2 “ 

. .1 to 14 “ 

. . 1 to 2 

. . 1 to 2 

. . 1 to 2 

. . 1 to 2 

1 , to 30 Drops 
. - to 15 “ 

, . 2 to 4 Drams. 
.20 to 30 Drops. 

. iO to 20 “ 

. .4 to 1 Dram. 

. . 2 to 4 44 

..4 to 2 “ 

• •4to 1 “ 

..4 to 1 “ 

. .ito 1 


Golden Sea! Ifyuraslis j 

Gold Thread, . ft 

Gravel Plai 'VHow of 

Hardback, t> n 

Hemlock 

Hop, Hum W fifth 

Horehound, .1 farrubium . . . .A 
Hydrangea ..*• 

Hyoecyami . ^ 

Ignatia Be;m. Jjnatm Amur 4 Ul 
Indian Hei 

“ “ F’gn, Cannabis JentioM. 

4 * 44 White, Asclt /“"•'Wb ,r 


Indian Ph\ 

Ipecac...’. 

44 and S ; i' Gn, Jork.suu . . . turner has 

Johnswort. Hy}>< fijj;. 

Juniper Berries 

Ladies’ Slip i"* r. Cyjn-ti Of In“ 

Lettuce, Lactuca H 

Liatris ... » , , 

Pff « *• f. than 

Lilly Whit** aplaloUof 

Liquorice Mwi 

^ e 7 0rt mar 

Comp'd #e woik is 

Logwood, lhrmatvjnjhm . . . . ■jSJ> S§- 
Lovage. ...... 


2 “ . Ladiea’ siij 

■? . I 1. Lettuce, Ia 

7,0 1 “ Liatris . . . 

Ito « Whit ' 

l u Liquorice. 

‘ o 10 Liverwort. 

..3 to 12 Drops. Lobelia... 

.5 to 15 “ u p 

•5 to 15 “ Lokwo^I 

20 to 60 “ taogwooa. 

. J to 1 Dram. {*««•••• 
.5 to 20 Drops. LuD g w °rt. 
.2 to 4 Drams. Male Fern 
4 “ Mandrake, 


nt 

Mandrake, I ' <i>'j>UyU>nn. . . . ^! 7 . 

u “ tin 

Marsh Ros» inarv , . 

Matico, Pi aiinir of a 

Mugwort. 

Nux Vomica 

Opium, Aqueous EgER 

Orange Pe« l lion to the 

Orris Root Used in CompdH 

Pareira Brava V 

Peppermint [I 

Pink Root S ’ pigelia $u . 

“ Comp'd ppllcation* 

“ and Senna I 

Pleurisy R ■ .1 ... hers. 

Poplar. . . --li.tiiM. 


. 5 to 10 Drops. Poppy. 

, . 1 to 2 Drams. Prickly 
l0 to 30 Drops, Prince’s 


....$0 50 
plication* 


Prickly Ash, Xanthoxyltn. 
Prince’s Pir.e, ChimaphUa. 


•* * \ 
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gar- Ooated Pills. 


O j Doses. 

... .3 to 20 Drops 
Jto 1 Dram. 

Ooi....fto 1 “ 

.... 4 to 12 Drops 

Jto 1J Drams 

I J to l Dram. 

TV/T«- £ to 2 Drams 

tJ'-H" ' • 

Ad i 

4 to 20 Diops 

J to 1 Dram 

g. : I u> i •* 

TJ" I to 1 

Ly ~ 1 to 2 

A- 1 0 to 20 Drops 

. ' 6 to 10 

lor* 5 to 00 

*In(l. .5 to 10 

“ If 20 to 40 

J. * 4 to 12 

* . 5 Drops to 1 Dram 

c^i £* 1 " 

J to 4 “ 

1 to 2 

J to 1 

4 to 1 •• 

4 to 2 “ 

1 to 2 

4 to 1 

4 to 1 

2 to 4 

2 to 3 

<.10 Drops to 1 

.10 “ to 1 ** 

! 4 to 1 

Jto 1 “ 

4 to i “ 

4 to 2 “ 

I to 1 , “ 

Jto 2 

15 to 40 Drops 

J to 2 D*ams. 

20 to 40 Drops. 

5 to 15 

10 to 60 

J to 2 Di*ams. 

mnds. 

J to 1 Dram 

1 to 2 1 “ 

.. l ... 4 to 14 “ 

4 to 2 

Jto 1 “ 

4 to 2 1 “ 

4 to 1 *• 

4 to 1 , “ 

* .... 15 to 46 Djrops 
1 Dfam. 


PILLS. 

V 

tmitrae, ^ gr. 
onite Extract, J gr. 

“ * 8 r - 
“ 1 gr. 

>etie, XT. S. P 5 Aloes Soc*-. 2 gr-. ) 

< Soap, 2 gr. ) 

♦os and A ssaifctida, ■) Assa/oetida > . 

I Soap. ) P arts - 
/ Aloes Sect. 

•es and Iron J Extract Conium aa 1 part, 

’ ) Iron, Sulphate 

( Ginger, Jamaica 1 part 
'es and Mastich. See Lady Webster's 

os and Myrrh, j Aloe ® Sort- 2 parts, ) 

U. S. P. ) “J’ rrh > I- 4 

( Saffron uu 1 part. ) 
es and Ext Gentian. See Gentian Comp 
momum Bromide, 1 gr. 

. / Aloes, Soct.. ) 

lerson’s, Scots', ) ®°fP» 4l (. 2 m 

J Colocynth, / * 

( Oil Annis. ) 

hernia “ 2 grs. 

i-bilioua, i Jt x V Colocynth, 2J gr. ) 

( Podophyllin, 4 gr. f 
monii Corap., U. S. P. See Calomel Comp 
cynum, 2 gr.s. 

( Ext. Nux Vomica, J gr., 1 
rient, < “ Hyoscyamus, 4 gr., v 
( “ Colocynth Comp. 2 grs S 
nous Acid, ^ gr. 
foftida, U. S. P.. 4 grs. 

’• and Iron, \ Aspaftetida 2 gr, ) 

( Sulphate Iron 1 gr. f 


l-bilious, 


( Assatcetida i 

“ and Rbei, j Khei, l 

( Iron by Hyd’gn, u<i 1 gr \ 
m, 3 grs. K 7 

donna Extract, 4 gr 

J “ * 8T. 

“ 1 gr. 

pth, Subnitrate, 2 grs. 

‘ Subcarbonate, 3 grs. 

Pill, U. S. P., 24 grs. 

5 grs, 

( Blue Pill 1 gr. ) 
Compound, -j Opii J gr. V 

( Ipecac J gr. ) 

and Podophyllin. See Pod. and Blue Pill 
el > 4 gr. 

1 gr- 

2 grs. 

3 grs. 

5 grs. 

Compound, (Plummer’s), 3 grs, 

and Opium, i C®* 011161 2 grs. ) 

( Opium 1 gr. y 


, Google 


Sugar-Coated Pills. 


Cathartic Improved. 


( Calomel J gr 
Exl RhouJ gr ( 

Coloc. Corap. ^ gr. . 
“ Hyoscyamun.J gr. ) 
“ and Comp. ( Calomel 1 gr. 
Colocynth Ext. \ Ext. Coloc. C 2 J gr* \ 

Camphor and Opium, j ^ j- 

Cannabis Indica Extract, | gr. 

“ “ “ 1 gr. 

Capsicum, 1 gr. 

! Ex. Coloc Comp., \ 
u Jalap, 

Calomel, 

Gamboge. 

' Ext. Coloc . Comp. 

“ Jalap, 
Podophyllin, 
Cathartic Improved. -J LeptandriD. 

Ext Hyoscyamus, 

“ Gentian,. 

[Oil Peppermint. 
Chimaphilla Ext., 3 grs. 

Chinoidine, 2 grs. 

( Chiniodine 2 grs j 

“ Comp. -J Ferri Sulph. Exsic. I gr [- 
( Piperini *gr. 

Cimicifuga, 1 gr. 

Cinchona, Sulphate, 1 J grs 
“ “ 3 grs. 

' Colocynth Comp’d, 

Alooa, 

Cochia. Gamboge, - 3 grs. 

Scammony, 

Potass. Sulphate. 

Codia, £ t zr. 

Colchicum Extract, J gr. 

Colocynth, Compound Extract, 3 grs. 


j Copabia, Ext. Cubebs and cfl 
1 Cornin, 2 grs. 

Oomus Florida, Ext., 2 grs. I 
Corross, Sublimate, J gr. 

A 

Cubebs, Extract. 2 grs. 

“ and Alum, 3 grs. 

Ext Rhatany ( I 

and Iron. ' wUoxo of 

Cypripedium Extract, 2 grs. -D/s- 
Digitalin, fa grs. he Fifth 

Digitalis Extract, h gr. 

Dinner — Lady Webster’s ■] < • 0<‘ 

( 1 ^ . 7 00 

Eleteriura Clutterbuck’s, J -y, and ha* 
f Gambi .g In refer- 

. Gamboge Comp., • ^ ct ‘ it mm 
8 1 • Ginger, K, ln lhe 

( Soap, condensed 
; Gentian Extract, 2 grs. 

’ Ann«r ban 


{ Coloc. Comp., 2J grs, ) 
Blue Pill $ gr. 

Colocynth Comp, and Ipecac, 3 grs. 

and Hyoscyamus, U. S. F., 3 grs. 
“ and Podophyllin. 

“ and Calomel, 3 grs. 

Conium Extract, 4 gr. 

“ “ 4 

“ 1 gr. 

“ and Ipecac, U. S. P., 1 gr. 

{ Aloes 1 gr., i 
Calomel + gr. 

Rhoi 1 gr. 

Soap i gr. 

Copabia, Pure Solidified, 4 grs. 

/ Pil. Copaib : 

~ ) Resin Guaiac, 

Com P 1 }FerriCit; 

( Oleo-rosin: Cubeb. ’ 
and ( Pil : Copaib. 2 grs., 
Cubebs, ExL ( Oleo-rosin: Cube! : 1 gr. f 


(Ext. Ge.^rfu; 
) Aloes 
‘j Rhei PmH 

In- 


nt. 

it* for In,* 
$3 00 


Geraniin, 1 gr. U1 

Hellebore, Black, Extract, ll 

....$300 
Ironj ec t 8 than 
iplalnts of 

Hooper’s(Fcmnle Fills)-) 

pox, 

< mlneys and 
GinJ e work iB 

flydrastin, 1 gr. & the dti 

Hydrastin, Alkaloid, 1 gr. \h\ tmpor- 

Hyoscyamus Extract, j gr. I 

“ “ igr. 

“ “ 1 gr. nt. 

Ignatia Extract, J gr. its for In* 

“ “ I gr. $3 00 

T , JT ( Iron bvints of the 

Iodoform and Iron j T ^ 0 f o ;.lnner of a 

Ipecac Extract, ± gr. Hu ! "Cnd an 

“ and Squills, 3 grs. I. It also 
( Opium bYf* doable 

and Opium -j Ipecac 

( Potass. tS 
f Opium lH 

“ 11 ^ Ipecac l! so 

' ppllcation* 

Iridin, J gr. 

Iron and Aloes. See Aloes pers. 

“ Citrate > 2 Clphia. 

,l and Quinine Cifl 

2 JP 

j Str yejB 
Strychnia 0 t. j Iron Cg| 
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fcrate Iron, 3 grs. 


Ooj 


sc>< 

II« 



G- 

N- Joes Sock ) 

* um Mastich, V 3 grs. 

*tose Leaves. ) 
lorfr. 

j | Jamaica, 

A. 

Chitiao, ) 

v’d, | 4 ^ 9 ' 



es Soct., 
i Sulph., 
b’k Hellebore 
rh, 




Delia, 

ger, Jamaica. 


i 


Hyd’g 1 gr. 
n 1 gr. 

i 

gr ' 1 


gr ‘ f 

iulph 1 grs J 

2 g*s 

^ 1 
Julph 2 grs. J 

j.4grs. 

and Iron, 4 

grs. 


U 1 K r - 

;rs. 

inia 4 Cit. ^ gr. 
•‘it. 1 gr. 


kted PUls. 


8T ) 


Quinine Sulpli., ± gr. 

“ “ 1 gr. 

44 44 2 grs. 

L Quinine Sulph 1 gr. 

41 Compound < Iron by Hydrogen 1 
( Arsenous Acid ^ g 

“ “ d *“ BeUadonn. j UfSiS j p, I 

( Quinine 1 gr, j 

44 Iron A; Strychina -J Iron Carb. Vail ta 2 grs, [- 
( Strychnia Sulph. ^ggr ) 

“ Valerianate. gr. 
piassia Extract, 1 gr. 
tliei Extract, 1 gr. 

j Rhci 3 grs,; t 
( Soap 1 gr, f 

f Rliei 2 grs, "J 

“ Compound U- & P - ] M^rf"! gr^" 3 I 
[ Oil Pepp’t J 

( Rhei r 

‘ Blue Pill ] Blue Pill 
( Soda Carb. 


U. S. P. 


4 grs. 


Rheumatic 


( Ext. Coloc, C. 1| grs. 

44 Colchid Acet. 1 gr. 
“ Hyoscyam | gr. 
Calomel i gr. 
antonin, j gr. 

anguinaria Kit., (Bloodroot), | gr. 
anguinarin, $ gr. 

“ 1 gr. 

arsaparilla, Ext. 3 grs. 
ivin, Ext., 1 gr. 

*nna, Alex. Ext., 2 grs. 

5ap and Opium, 3 grs. 
xla, Bi-Carbonate, 4 grs. 
piill Compound, U. S. P., 3 gra. 
.illingin, 1 gr. 
rychnia, ^ gr. 

As r - 

iV? r - , 

iramonium Ext., $ gr. 

44 44 1 gr. 

irtar Emetic, £ gr. 
iraxacum Ext., 3 grs. 

Minin, 1 gr. 

U j Aloes, Ext. 2 parts. I 

-j Podophyllin > 

( Blue Mass aa 1 ) 

lerianate Ammonia, 1 gr. 

44 Iron, 1 gr. 

44 Morphia, gr. 

Quinia, ^ gr. 

“ Zinc, 1 gr. 

ratria, ^ gr. 
ratrum Viride, Ext. £ gr. 

“ “ “ igr- 
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ST1RDUD AND POPULAR HIT BOOKS 


ON 


MEDICINE, etc. 

Tanner’s Practice of Medicine. 

A REVISED A1*D GREATEY ENLARGED EDITION. 



The Practice of Medicine, by Tfiomas Hawkes Tanner, hi D., Fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians, Author of a Practical Treatise on the Pis- 
vises #/ Infancy and Childhoood , etc., etc. Fourth American from the Fifth 
London Edition. Royal Octavo. 


Price, bound in cloth $6 00 

“ 44 in lrather 7 00 


Dr. Tanner’s work on the Practice of Medicine Is so well known In this country, and ha* 
auchan extensive and rapid sale that it seems almost unnecessary to say anything in refer- 
ence to It; the present edition, however, contains such substantial additions and alterations, 
as almost to constitute it a new work, and from being a comparatively small volnme it now- 
forms a handsome octavo of nearly 1000 pages ; all that, was nseful and practical in the 
smaller volume has been retained and much new matter added, written In the same co ndensed 
and easy style. 

“The leading feature of this book is its essentially practical character. Dr. Tanner has 
-produced a more complete System of Medicine than any with which we are acquainted. It is 
^he result of long experience and hard practice, and it is therefore valuable as a guide, and 
trustworthy as an exemplar .’*— London Lancet. 


Tanner’s Practical Treatise on the Diseases of In- 
fancy and Childhood- 

Octavo $8 00 

This book differs from other works of the kind, in embracing a wider range of subjects than 
is usually contained In treatises on children's diseases ; besides the ordinary complaints of 
.those subjects, it includes many affections which, though common to adults and children, yet 
offer some modification in form, or in the indications for treatment, when occurring in the 
latter. Thus, we have an account of diseases of the 'eye, ear, and skin, of small pox, 
scrofula, tuberculosis, syphilis, bronchocele, and cretinism, diseases of the kidneys and 
genital organs, and some of the accidents common to childhood. The style of t he work is 
condensed, and the book might with truth be called a manual, rather than a treatise, but 
there is nothing superficial about it; everything really important is given, while the dis- 
cussion of disputed subjects, and, in fact, of everything which is not of practical impor- 
tance in the study and treatment of children’s diseases, is omitted. 

Tanner’s Index of Diseases and their Treatment. 

With upwards of 500 Formulae for Medicines, Baths , Mineral Waters , Climates for In • 

valuls, <tc., dec. Octavo . $8 00 

“Dr. Tanner has been peculiarly happy in appreciating and supplying the wants of the 
Profession. His Index of Diseases gives the derivation of words after the manner of a 
good Medical Dictionary; an outline of every disease, including many surgical diseases, 
with their symptoms and mode of treatment ; an admirable collection of Formula?, and an 
account of the climates of the various parts of the world suitable for invalids. It also 
contains at the beginning of the work a tabular synopsis of subjects, which does double 
duty at once, a Nosology and an index It will be found a most valuable companion to the 
judicious practitioner. 7 ’— Lancet. 


Tanner’s Memoranda of Poisons. 

From the Second London Edition $0 50 

Complete CATALOGUES of M 2DICAL BOOKS furnished gratis upon application# 
ALL WORKS sent free by mail upon receipt of the retail price. 

LINDSAY & BLA0KIST0N, Publishers. 

Jan — 2t Philadelphia. 
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WHITE & FINNEY, 


DEALERS IN 


DRUGS. CHEMICALS, 


Dye-Stuffs, Paints, Oils, Window Glass 


Perfumery, &c., 


WEST-POINT, 


GEORGIA. 


C ^ KING, 

IMMIMilST & CHEMIST, 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER IN 


DRUGS, MEDICINES, PAINTS, AND OILS, WINDOW GLASS, 


Paint Brushes, Perfumery, Dye-Stuffs, Dental Instruments, 


Choice Medicines, cbc., 

HtSS" Special attention given to packing and shipping Physicians' Orders. 


CORNER WHITEHALL & MARIETTA STS .. ) t + i. Wn 

(OLD NORCROSS CORNER.) ) il IMIlUMTil 
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